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Texas Playboy's $5,800 Music Whim FFWFA RANI}  All-British Film for War Relief; 
tom etn wit on amen nen vou FAIMIME'L QJATES Actor Enlistments, Orphan Aid, Etc. 


City to Houston, Texas, and back to satisfy the whim of a society wo- 
man’s teen-age son. Boy is Jimmy Gardner. Playboy will have no 
group but Dorsey’s for his birthday party and he’s arranging for a 
July 22 celebration, although his birthday is actually Aug. 21, This is 
so Dorsey can play for him. 

Band is to get $5,800 for the stand, which includes the price of a 


. ‘ Wendell L. Willkie, the Repub- 
chartered airplane down and back. On top of that the buyer will ings Exceed Costly Variety | ican presidential pre Aggy 
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Stamp of Approval Hollywood, July 9. 


a Quiz Rat-. eee: / An all-British picture, with an all- 
British production personnel, in- 





cluding producer, director, writers 


| 
assume the cost of boarding the band over night. July 22 is a Monday, | Radio Programs—Guester definite appeal to the femmes ) and players working without salary, 
an evening on which the band is normally at work at the Penn- | " " | oie ounger distatt ie one he | is about to be made in Hollywood 
sylvania hotel, N. Y. Dorsey will hire a substitute crew for that night. Bookings in 1936 and 1937 | ee erg jie.” 7 | as a contribution to the British Re- 
[t's almost 1,900 miles to Houston, meaning the band will cover about Totaled 1,555 and 1,650, ’ Seiteahen "appears to have | lief Fund. Practically every British- 


: ee ae a nadirny | 0Orn member of the film colony has 
Respectively — Over 200 yg from among Broadway | volunteered. 
Q.-and-A. Shows Now i Robert Stevenson has passed up a 


| . : cluilicmeais | job as director ot RKO s next Ginger 
All Bands Playing Sheboygan, Wis., NEWSCASTERS UP 600 TOLERANCE ee aieeea Mes eraeinie Gene. 


ing writers to build an original story, 


3,800 miles to play five hours—10 to 3 a.m. 

















purely entertainment, without any 


ust Include Four Patriotic Tunes comparatively small number of symptom of propaganda. It is hoped 
persons, with the number getting PLEAS MADE to raise $1,000,000 for the fund, 


smaller, are concerned with the pro- | through RKO distribution. 

















-_— 1s duction of the 200-o0dd sponsored | | Idea was worked out at a meeting 
programs on the American radio net- | a | in the offices of Eric A. Cleugh, Brit- 
. os : | te 7 : . ar, 
- Sheboygan, Wis., July 9. | Preparedness | works. Network programs now re- | ish Consul in Los Angeles, attended 
This city of cheese, chairs = aoe, |quire some 1,200 actors and an- Since Nevilre Miller, president of | by most of the prominent Britons in 
. ‘2 ~ arcdv0aQ sree ja . . er . ° 
hildee n has a large pe — - t anton Jule © nouncers, some 300 script writers, 150 | National Assn. of Broadcasters, sug-|the film industry. It will be car- 
German born and German Ry ae e The seemingly inconceivable producers and about 100 production | gested five months ago that stations | ried on by those beyond the age of 
* . . . ; . ié See Inet re . .- eae e ‘ 4 ‘ > 
' included in its 40,000 gp gpa Pag of yesteryear is being threaded executives employed by advertising | join in a campaign of tolerance, | 31, the current limit under Eng- 
i the city council wants the wort ~ with th preparedness of today agencies These figures are as of | ‘more than 600 programs designed to! land’s army and navy regulations 
know it is for America first, and to Arrangements have been made June, 1940, and represent statistics | promote better relations between the In addition to the impending pic- 
> ae anact © “aings .o d ¢ 4 “3 s é c - . 7 4 % wn f . 
that nd has enacted an pe ati by 10 picture units to catch the extracted from the records of the | various faiths have been broadcast | ture, Britons here have been con- 
making it mandatory for all bands lal ane London broadcasting industry as kept by,and/| by nearly 300 American stations. j tributing handsomely to the relief of 
to include at least four patriotic wits Se Tae On oA s intended for publication in, Variery | This statement was made in a recent (Continued on page 46) 
numbers in all concerts given here. | —— tn sane = Radio Directory, the next annual/ release of Religious News Service | . 
Band leaders have all been no- edition of which is shortly going toj (affiliated with the National Con- 
tifled they must open their ake genee’ press in New York City. ference of Jews and Christians). Visi M hi A 
with ‘America,’ close the first half It is revealed in this season’s data Taking part in the tolerance cam- | on ac ines rouse 
with ‘Stars and Stripes Forever, that variety shows have dropped paign via addresses, round tables, ° 
Open the second half with ‘God from 63 to 48; nev’s commentator | etc.. have been laymen, business ig Hopes for Cash 
Bless America’ and close the concert programs have increased from 10 to! men, merchants, a Supreme Court ° 
with ‘Star-Spangled Banner.’ 22; and quiz (audience participation) | justice and others The Federal Payoff to Music Biz 
‘It is imperative under present shows Jumped from 27 in 1938-39 to! Council of Churches assists in the s 
world conditions that we, as Cifl- 37 in 1939-40. This trend in the kind) work 
zens of these United States, should A of programs and the number thereof — - ~~ - - The music men are becoming 
express in every way possible out Upward of 60 star and feature | further affects the numerical em- ’ ‘ 3 — |hopped up by enthusiastic sialme 
ty to this cour r* the ordi- ‘ r > of ofession: 2 S > . ff 
loyalty to this country, si players are appearing in the country ploym« rh ' pi . onal PE Hetgee Korda S Bethel as Play from the juke-box film promote: 
nance jeclares. i t Guest star einployment is notably off who set forth a potentiality of 500- 
i : show-shops, or have contractec or : : Ts 927 rhe . + ; ; . 
| ree how i ( ) C ( from, say, 1936 and 1937, when the 0 B’ P , r t Pi 000 coin-machine picture gadgets 
i . R such showings, the combined name ' rotating celebrity was in biggest de- n Way r 0 0 C each averaging $20 weekly income. 
Legit Bug Bites ? New lineup equaling if not topping, mand. There were 1,555 guest book- i On a 5%-of-the-gross basis. for the 
: ss » heis >» ceg./ ings in the one season and 1,650 in > ‘onvrishte - . . " 
. : Broadway in the height of the sea- |}! pd Fergie _ 2 Ri Pa Alexander Korda will probably | US¢ of copyrighted music, the pub- 
K d P d St mmin son It indicates that the better | the next. is season's tally will be enter the legit production field in lishers foresee vast incomes The 
l r0 ucers e g knowns, as welj as supporting play- below 1,000 appearances. N ns York in + fall. it was revealed 5% is what Muzak pays on an aver 
‘ ne . sting ‘ = New York in the : vas ré i 
a ers. are receptive to the strawhat Audience participation appeal to ie eeab English film producer's age for commercial use of canned 
rom ea t y ami 1e@S idea in order to escape summer dol- | 4 ivertisers needs — elaboration; ody initial v alia would be ‘Bethel music 
drums the economy of avoiding the pay- M rt | ’ framatizati yn of the Sin What the music men like best 
. ivierriday, atat ul e ol ° . : 
, There are. however, comparatively (Continued on page 18) ee — } lk which he own about the sundr) sound-vision 16 gz 
scions of wealthy families and few names from the Coast appearing ray a , ae vy hich he vil mm. films is that they can control it 
0th said to have considerable finan- |; 4, eactern hideawayvs this season ler a R a their song copyrizcht unlike the 
a a: 1th Urie Castleiti ; At Way Libs . ay 1 eturize , ; is i . x 
‘lal resources of their own, William whereas last summe! there were gt ’ f phonograph record where anybody . 
H. Schmidlapp and Albert M. Kie rround 26 Hollywoodians in the aren ae , gee r | can wax tunes by simply paying 2 
. I ! nicture nm his hooting late prio , 
f Cincinnati and Pittsburgh, respec- sticks Some studios favored such ph r “a f *8 ‘ ae: y) | Per recor ling 
4 : . A ‘ * e ace . ‘ *\V >! r \ mn smucn ] ne Wil 
ively, are expected to figure in next appearances betweet studio lapses, to mee ; ri : 4 
, [ ’ 4 thu t be ie to proa "@ it UNtis 
tates 5 Broadway productions but appear to have been too busy on , : ‘ ae “a ha sort e feel P 
Youthful managers, who are about other matters lately to pay attention nes See - ; am ARTHUR BYRON SR IN 
, : . it yuld > ivantagveous 1 pive the 
4 aah to emulate Dwight Dee! to summe! tock ) i ; os 5 A t9 
i sai : tale further buildup by putting it o 
ontinued on page 45) Salaries are not comparable to the : | t boards in the meantime Pro RADIO PLAYS BY SON 
leg hoaras in the ! { € ° 
figures commanded by name people > ief t d . f »tion on J is’ serv 
> : | | en wil > tely f auce . nm optior mm Lewis serv- 
for stage or film engagements, but Paul Whiceman went lefin ly no icer ha : ) ¢ ange = 
FRED STONE PERSONALS the amounts paid in some instances | Teturn +o the band business with eee ee. = | : 
'are quite large Contracts of a_ the outfit he put on ‘vacation’ while} - -. Arthur Byron, Sr., veteran of 50- 
al . = _ 3 *aAae ale : i<- . ( 2ars tave - ( ‘ree ic { 
W (TH SON-IN-LAW’S ORC number cal] for a minimum of $500, he went to the Coast to make a pie Showboat Evolution odd years on st 1ge and screen, is to 
(Continued on page 46) ture, The combo has been disbanded appear in a radio series written by 
>rmanentiy : ite yber ave ynchburg, July 9 Arthur Byron, Jr i Philo Higle 
Bo A ee US eo ea i is | permanently and its members have Lynch 8, July 9. | l, vt, an lo Figiey, 
: ; »btained or are negotiating for spots Captain Milford Seymour is mak- in which the elder Byron witl im- 
Duke Daly band. is getting a Jap ‘Boys Town’ foros ge ond peda a "String of ing his last trip up the Rappahan-. personate a legit star who retires to 
healthy ; | 7 ‘ ! } ° ° e "aie \ “ 2 ith Sn ‘ ¢ ° » . H ’ : aftar & are 
‘thy push on the start of a sum- Tokvo, July 9 {fair jobs and the Ritz Carlton hotel, nock with his floating theatre, whose the Maine woods after 50 years of 
mer long stand at the Providence- The ‘Bovs Town’ film, based on. Boston, stretch he was supposed to appearances at rivertowns in Vir-  trouping. Making the idea even 
Biltmore Hotel, Providence, R. I..| the Nebraska youth home founded | be booked for have all been can-/! ginia, Maryland, North Carolina and more suggestively biographical is the 
this week. Fred Stone, Daly’s| by Father Flanagan, has paved the | celled South Carolina were so regular in circumstance that the first broadcasts 
father-in-law, is making persofial ap-{ way for a kindred institution in Leader is currently on his farm seasons past that natives set their of the series will occur July 19 and 
pearances at the hotel for the band’s | Tokyo | at Stockton, N. J.. and is reported as calendars by it. 25, respectiveiy, over station WLBZ, 
initial stanza. Daly is married to; [wao Takashima is now striving | desirous of doing radio work only as Sevmour intends to beach the craft Bangor, Me 
Paula Stone. |to save youth in Japan along the | a guest conductor with a house band. on the banks of the West River south Byron will be supported by Alan 
. , Ti ai ¢ 
Crew did a short stretch at the Fa- same lines as the Boys Town, Neb.,| The personnel of his New York of- | of Annapolis, Md., tn the late fall Power, Frank Wilcox, Virg nia Dun- 
mous Door, New York, last winter, | institution j fice has also been laid off. and renovate it as a film grind. | «c yntinued on page 46) 
, c . . 
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Father, Jolson's ‘Hats, Full Lineup 
Of Chi Nitery Shows to Greet Demos 


Chicago. July 9. 

Convening Democrats will have | 
iwe legitimate shows to amuse them 
when their nominating gathe ring | 
pets underway at the Chicago 
Stadium Menday (15). They are the 
comedy, ‘Life With Father,’ in the 
midst of a long run at the Black- 
stone, while the Grand will open the 
day the Convention starts with the 
Al Jolson-Rubv Keeler-Martha Raye 
musical, ‘Hold Onto Your Hats.’ 

More so than legit, nite clubs will 








SOME FUN 


Has His Hands Full 
San Francisco, July 9. 


the telephone, Bucky Williams, man- 
er of the Newsreel theatre, could 
take it, especially since two G-men 
happened to be sitting in his office 
But when one of his 
customers started chasing him with 
be going full blast, with Harry Rich- |g knife, it was just a little too much. 
man headlining at the Chez Paree,| The customer, said to be a retired | 


Mrs. Emlyn Williams Has 


‘Montgomery's N.Y. House 


Robert Montgomery has given 
over the use of his home at Brew- 
ster. N. Y., to Mrs. Emlyn Williams, 
wife of the London actor, and the 
couple’s two children. Mrs. Wil- 


\liams and the children arrived in 


New York Saturday via Canada. 
They are staying temporarily with 


| Janet Cohen, of the Brandt and 


Brandt agency, at her Pond Ridge, 
Conn., farm. Williams is serving 


with the British army. 
Mrs. Williams plans to arrange for 
an American production of ‘The Corn 


\Is Green,’ authored by her husband, | 


who also wrote ‘Night Must Fall.’ 


‘Corn’ ran 700 performances in Lon- | 


PEFE4444 444444444 4444444 + an 


don and was halted by the war. 
Jill Esmond, English legit and film 


Ray Noble’s orch and show at the | naval officer from Oakland, became | actress and former wife of Laurence 
Falmer House's Empire Room, Glenn | pyerwraught after viewing war sub-, Olivier, arrived in Montreal last 


Miller's band at the Sherman Hotel's | jects and went berserk. 
College Inn and Griff Williams’ orch | knife, he chased three employees, in- 


Pulling a’ week with her and Olivier’s child. 


They plan coming into the United 


in the Stevens hotel's Continental cluding Williams, out of the theatre States. 


Room. | before 


Blackhawk cafe continues with the | 


Fiances Faye head the show at the | 
Hi-Hat; Ada Leonard and Jackson, 
Stone and Reeve top Colosimo’s 
show. Horace Heidt’s orch comes 
into the Edgewater Beach hotel for 
the open-air Beachwalk on July 13. 
606 Club will continue to offer the 


! 


Roadhouses 


Two roadhouses are the big Bon-| analyzed spot news with relation to 
Air, with Clyde Lucas orchestra, | reels on view inside. Spieler, George 
Frank Parker, Dr. Giovanni, Gower | swasey, is said to have spent 12 
und Jeanne and Steve Evans, and! years w 
the Villa Venice, which goes in pri-| merce in Paris, and blocked side- 
| walk with his commentary. 

In addition, there are flock Of | Nazi remark by one auditor netted 
miner niteries and cocktail spots| him a severe beating at hands of 
with entertainment. There has been | other listeners, which wasn’t exactly 
# veritable fiood of these in the loop! the sort of bally Williams was look- 
and the near-northside during the | ing for. 


yoarily for undressed femmes. 


past few months and more are open- 
ing up every day. 

On the gambling side the conven- | 
tioneers are going to find it tough to 
get any action on dice, roulette or 


blackjack, as the heat is still on in Jurpin’s Pie- Throwing 
Pals Pay Him Final 
Tribute; Stars Missing 


Holiywood, July 9. 


town, with none of the nitery o1 
straight casinos open. Outside of the 
county a couple of spots are sneak- 
jing, but they are far out. 

At the Chicago Arena, there is a 
summer ice show tagged ‘Ice Vani- 
ties.’ It opened July 4 and is sched- 
uled io run through until Labor Day. 


JOE COOK’S UNIQUE 


| 


Joe Cook has decided to dispose of 
his unique estate and home in the 
country billed as ‘Sleepless Hollow’ 


und located at Lake Hopatcong, N. J. | 


The comedian explains that inas- 
much as his children have grown up, 
except the voungest son who is at 
schoo] most of the year, he no longer 


way, he has used it the year-round. 


This has kept him a bit too far from | 


show business and the comedian fig- 
ures he will be more free to accept 
engagements when the place is sold. 

Cook’s place, which covers 17 
acres, is being offered for sale by 
Joseph P. Day, as agent. Some int 
profession may have more prete 


tious establishments on the Coast, but | 
few are as complete as Cook’s, with | 


lis stone house, two other buildings 
boat house and nine-hole golf course. 


Latter has several trick holes, in- | 


cluding an almost certain hole-in- 
one. 


guests, including name people in 
(Continued on page 10) 


Glenn Miller Would Stall 


Any Film Deal’s Payoff playwright, is with him 


Lincoln, Neb., July 9. 

Gienn Miller has several dickers 
with film companies, but states he 
juad two worries in closing. One, he 
wants the right picture, and secondly 
he wants a staggered arrangement 
on the payoff, so he won't get stuck 
for the bulk of it in taxes. 

Miller said he'd prefer to have the 
pay withheld for a year or so, so if 


ihe breach. 


Ratoff Checks Off 20th 


Hollywood, July 9. 


Gregory Ratoff, director at 20th- | 


127 


Fox since 1937, checks off the lot on 


completion of his pilot role on ‘The | 


Great Profile.” with two jobs in the 
offing. 

First is a directorial deal with Co- | 
jumbia, efter which he moves to! 
Faramount on e# pioducer-director | 


Gent is now under observa- 
Blue Barron orch. Willie Shore and! tion in psycho ward. 


Only other disturbance inside the- | 


and expressed a 
of Mussolini. 
one responded 
to Williams’ relief. 

Outside, street-fighting was a con- | 
biggest array of strippers in town. | tributing factor 


ith U. S. Chamber of Com- 


This week Williams is re- 
| viving March of Time's ‘Inside Nazi 


the past to pay a final tribute to their 
cross-eyed pal, Ben Turpin, 
were held at 


N J HOME FOR SALE! oot of the Good Shepherd in 


Beverly Hills. Players of the more 
Pallbearers were Andy Clyde. Char- 
‘lie Murray, Jimmy Finlayson, 
Bevan, John Waldron and Del Lord, 
all prominent in silent pictures. 


Farley, Buster Keaton, Snub Pollard, 
Hank Mann, Joe Mur- 
phy, Vic Potel, George Gray, Vernon 
feels the need of the place. While | Dent, Eddie Quillan and his father, 
the spot is but 48 miles from Broad- | Re 
Turpin in the old days. 

Charles Chaplin was not there in 


> had played with 


offering, a seven-foot standing 


ve Maeterlinck Fleeing 
Blitzkrieg on Freighter 


Bluebird,’ is on a small Greek packet 
sailing from Lisbon, called the S. S. 
Cook has entertained thousands of | Nea 


this weekend. 


Maeterlinck, | 


ALICE DELYSIA SAFE 


London frem Paris 
Being Reported Missing 


London, June 25 
Delysia for lead in 
musical version of ‘Cradle Snatchers’ 
he’s past his hot streak, it'll fall in | brought grief to Jack Waller, who is 


Setting of Alice 


France immediately on completion of 
deal and then was posted as ‘miss- 


nightmarish journey she| 
‘returned safely yesterday (24), ter-| 
minating a three-day crossing with- | 
out adequate food and no sleep. She 
had made the journey to get her 84- 
| year-old mother out of Paris. 


ARRIVALS 


WINDSOR, ONT., 
NURSES FILM 
AMBITIONS 


Detroit, July 9. 


Windsor, Ontario, just across the 
river from here, again is beginning 
to figure in reports as a likely center 
for film production. Until the de- 


pression blacked out the plans sev- | 


eral years ago, the Canadian city, 
where plenty of capital is centered, 
loomed as the most important of the 
Canadian towns under consideration 
by important companies. 

The war, and the flowing of both 
directorial and other talent to Canada 
with the threat of the blitzkrieg to 
England, again has brought it to the 
fore in film consideration. It’s mid- 
Canadian location, close proximity 
to the United States and modern me- 
chanical and technical setup make it 
the best bet for the location of new 
companies, either by British inter- 
ests or American studios, 

Under the stimulus of war, Wind- 
sor, no slight center of production of 
the mechanized means of warfare, 
has become one of the Dominion’s 
most vital cities, which is not unim- 
portant in the lure it is having for 
all types of business interests. 

Its closeness to Detroit, for instance, 
would give it an early draw on the 


technical and staff resources of three | 


of this country’s largest industrial 
film studios—Wilding, Jam Handy 
and Industrial Pictures. it’s spotting 
on the map also shows the ease with 
which it could draw talent from 
either the west or easi coasts. 
Detroiters and the rest of Michigan 
are watching developments’ with 
keen interest This state, too, had 
extensive motion picture ambitions 
and, like New York, tried to wangle 
the location of one of Hollywood's 
major outfits when California tax 
levies hinted of the possibility of 
their moving. Michigan has felt 
that it has plenty of versatile scenery 
—everything from deserts in the 
dune country to the largest seacoast 


of any state in the union and figures | 


this wealth of landscape would be a 
big boon to the nearby Canadian 
studios, 


» ‘GUEST CAPT.’ GAG TO 
HYPO SHOWBOAT’S B.0. 


Detroit, July 6 
Using political biggies and the 
heads of large organizations for 
‘guest captains, inland Chesaning, 
Mich., is going to break records in 
the fourth year of its ‘Showboat.’ 
The 90-foot homemade craft is tied 

up in the town’s Shiawassee River. 
Typical of the devices used for 
whipping up crowds from its entire 
section of the State is having Rotary 
night for July 14 which will over- 
flow its 7,000 seats during the two- 
hour show. Jimmy Stevenson, WJR 


radio commentator, is the ‘guest cap- | 


tain’ for the night. 


Other devices are having Murray 


D. Wagoner, state highway com- 


missioner, as guest captain bringing | 


in the thousands of employees of 


| this heavily-staffed department; fol- | 
'lowing with Gov. Luren Dickinson 


as another guest captain and then 


| taking over the American Legion | 
Rosita Moreno, Henry Bernstein, ! groups by having its chiefdom at | 


commitment. ; Madeleine Carrol], Louis Verneuil, | the heim. 


aa eat oe ae ae 


Music Hath Charms for Metro 





Hollywood, July 9. 


Metro will play a tune of about $3,000,000 profit if everything is har- 
monious in its deal with Broadcast Music, Inc. 

Here is the musical score: Metro bought 51% of the Jack Robbins 
melodious outfit for $75,000, and out of the profits paid $400,000 for the 
Leo Feist firm, $100,000 for Miller Music, ete. Now the film company 
is negotiating to sell its tune interests to Broadcast outfit for about 


$4,250,000, with a cut of $750,000 


going to Robbins for his origina! 


holdings (about 26%). [Further details in Music Section] 








French Sensitivities No Longer Worry 


Canada on Beau or WB on Devil's Is, 


| t Airhnes : 


PHEHEFEFEEEEEEEEE FEF E4444 
The first film to use TWA’s strato- 


‘liner promises to be a release by 
| Republic Pictures, according to cam- 
/eramen at work at the airport last 
|week, For a Republic reel, camera- 


men clicked cargo-handlers, pas- 


/senger agents, plane mechanics and 


hangar men—all of it background 
under the auspices of Consolidated 
Film Industries, of Fort Lee, N. J., 
which controls Republic. While the 
cameras were on the apron shooting, 
the Boeing super-charged transport 
happened in-and the men eagerly 
levelled their‘lens thataway. Arthur 
J. Miller of Confilm, was in charge 
and cameramen on the job were 


‘Larry Williams and George Well- 


stead. The finished pic is to have 
a World's Fair setting, with airport 
fringes. 
Howdy 

Patricia Morison, Hollywood star- 
let, came in from the Coast Saturday 
on a United Mainliner. She said 
she was in New York to greet her 
cousins from England, Dennis and 

(Continued on page 18) 


For First Time in 25 
Years, Newsreels OK 


On Prize-Fight Shots 


For the first time in 25 vears, U. 
S. newsreels were able to cover a 
prize fight in its entirety when Jack 
Dempsey appeared in his ‘come- 
back’ against ‘Cowboy’ Luttrell last 
week in Atlanta, Ga. Federal law 
prohibiting interstate shipments was 
repealed by Congress recently and 
Signatured by Roosevelt in time to 
lift the ban 

The reels ran into difficulties be- 
cause the fight promoters claimed 
Fox Movietone, News of Day and 
Pathe had not been given formal re- 
lease On the pictures After each 
was threatened with a $50,000 dam- 
age suit, al] three decided not to 
release the subiect. 

Paramount went ahead and re- 
leased the films claiming it obtained 
initial permission to photograph thé 
bout. Promoters also photographed 

(Continued on page 10) 


Mike Todd, Harry Pincus 


Playing Hospital Route 

Michael Todd, the No. 1 showman 
at the N.Y. World's Fair with three 
major and one minor concessions. 
was operated on late Sunday night 
(7) at Polyclinic hospital, N.Y., for 
acute appendicitis. He was taken ill 
suddenly that morning. His condi- 
tion yesterday (Tuesday) was good. 

Another Broadwavite in a_ hos- 
pital currently is Harrv Pincus 
agent-brother of Jos Pincus, of 
20th-Fox films Pincus is in the 
Hospital for Joint Diseases under ob- 


servation. 


‘Gone’ With the Nipponese 


Tokyo, July 9 
‘Gone With the Wind’ (M-G) will 
be translated and filmed by, the 
Kyoto studios of the Shochiku Mo- 
tion Picture Co. with a Japanese 
cast. 
Tatasuo Osone will direct. 


SAILINGS | 


July 12 (New York to Venezuela) 
Charles McDonald ‘(Santa Rosa). 

July 5 «New York te Buenos Aires) 
Herbert Janssen ‘Santa Elena). 

July 5 (West Indies Cruise) J. K. 
Robertson ‘Santa Paula). 

July 5 (Los Angeies to Honoiluiu) 


} Lana Turner (Lurline). 





Montreal, July &, 

‘Beau Geste,’ banned here last sea. 
son following protests by the French 
consulate, is likely to be shown in 
Canada in the near future. Film was 
evidently okay as far as censors 
were concerned and with fill of 
France there does not appear to be 
any reason why ‘Beau’ should not be 
shown, especially sirce French- 
Canadian censors apparently did not 
find that French susceptibilities were 
adversely touched. 

Advance lobby display on ‘Beau 
Geste’ has already gone up at one 
of the first runs. here, 

WB's ‘Devil's Island’ Again 

‘Devil's Island,’ Warner Bros. film 
which was withdrawn in February, 
1939, following a protest from the 
French Embassy, will go back into 
circulation with a preem at the 
Globe, N. Y., on Saturday (13). WB 
execs refused any comment on the 
action. It is assumed, however, that 
since the changes in France as re- 
sult of Hitler's conquest, the studio 
no longer feels obliged to continue 
the courtesy it extended the former 
French government. 

Picture, starring Boris Karloff, was 
exhibited widely throughout the 
country before being booked into the 
Globe originally and withdrawn. At 
the time, WB was exporting film to 
France French Embassy. acting 
through its consul in Los Angeles, 
indicated the picture gave an exag- 
gerated idea of conditions in the 
penal colony. There were no for- 
mal protests and no official action 
was taken on the matter. 


FILM STUDIO ORDERS 
MILITARY TRAINING 


Hollywood, July §$ 

One film studio in the Valley is 
taking preparedness very seriously. 
The front office ordered a list ef 2) 
workers of military age, ang then 
circularized each to devote one night 
weekly to training. 

Some opposed it, but the order 
goes if a majority are in favor of the 
defense proposal. 


Jessel Calls Off Dinner 
Dates for Studio Stint 


Hollywood, July § 
George Jessel’'s commitments as 
dialog director and writer on Hal 
Roach's ‘Road Show’ caused him t 
cancel toastmaster dates in Akron 
and Youngston, O., and Pittsburgh 
Comedian will take a fiving trip to 
fill an engagement at the Bankers 
dinner in Philadelphia, Aug. 21. after 
which he will air back to the studio. 


N. Y. to L. A. 
Stella Adler. 
George Colouris, 
Walter Craig. 
John Houseman, 
Gertrude Lawrence. 
George Raft. 
Irene Rich. 
Gradwell L, Sears, 
Lou Smith 
James Stroock. 


L.A. to N.Y. 


Basil Block. 

Lou Brock. 

Joe E. Brown. 
Eddie Cantor. 
Howard Dietz, 
Betty Field. 
Paulette Goddard. 
Arthur Hutchinson, 
Brenda Joyce. 
Elia Kazan. 

fancy Kelly. 
Alexander Korda, 
Tyrone Power. 

H. Allen Smith. 
John Swope. 
Herman Wobber. 
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REPORT NAZIS BAN U. S. PIX 





What Will War Do to U. S. Pix? 


-— 


American film executives are studying closely the reaction of foreign 
eountries to their product, as a result of the European conflict, to deter- 


mine whether they will be able to 


wood product outside U. S. boundaries. 


continue the popularity of Holly- 
It may be that the predomi- 


nance of American pictures, developed in the face of restrictions, ad- 
verse legislation, etc., in the last 22 years will be swept aside by the 


current war just as the World War 


secure its first firm hold in foreign lands. 


enabled the U. S. film business to 
Others believe the position 


of the industry will be aided by the warfare. 
In 1914 and until 1917, no American stars meant much in foreign 


markets. 
field ‘ 
William Farnum films hardly paid 


Italian, French and some German pictures dominated the 
One distrib recalled that Mary Pickford, Douglas Fairbanks and 


for the cost of distributing there. 


The war provided the wedge for American product to build in popu- 


larity. 








Mae Murray's $750-$1,500 Radio Deal 


Enough to Support Son, She Argues 


Albany, July 9 

Declaration that she has a $750-a-, 
week radio contract on which to 
support her son, Koran Midvani, 
was made by Mae Murray last week 
as she reopened her fight in su- 
preme court here for custody of the 
boy. Former screen star testified | 
that the termer, beginning next | 
Monday (15), is with the Grant Mel- 
ville Co. and calls for $750-a-week | 
for the first 26 weeks and $1,500-a- | 
week for a second period of the 
game length. She will be featured 
in radio playlets, she said. 

Hearing, which lasted most of the 
day, was adjourned after Miss Mur- 
rays testimony until tomorrow 
(Wednesday). The 


youngster 


David C. Mdivani, divorced fron 
Miss Murray several years ago, is 
by court order in the custody of 
a family in Averill Park, N. Y., with 
whom, he testified at a previous 
hearing, he would prefer living 


Mother 
even a 


and son failed to exchange 
glance in the courtroom last 
(Continued on page 46) 





Sally Rand, Nixed By 
LaGuardia for Fair, 
OK for N.Y. Hotel Deal 


Sally Rand who couldn't wave her 


fans at the New York World's Fair 
reputedly because of Mayor La- 


Guardia’s nix of such high jinks on 
the Flushing Meadows, is virtually 
moving in next door to the expo 
when she opens July 17 at the Cocoa- 
nut Grove (roof) of the Park Cen- 
tral hotel, in .Wanhattan. Her deal 
calls for a minimum of 11 weeks, 
with four-week options thereafter, 
a guarantee and split of the Grove's 
business and its adjoining cocktail 
lounge. Miles Ingalls set the deal. 
The fanner will move into the 
roof nitery with a troupe of 20 girls. 
(Continued on page 16) 


SWAPS UPCOMING HIT 





FOR 1922 ‘CHICAGO’ 





A trade, which has caused some be- 


P ement in Tin Pan Alley, is Fred 
Fisher's turning over of all rights to 
his latest tune, ‘Whispering Grass,’ 
to Mills Music, Inec., in return fot 
the copyright on ‘Chicago’. Mills 
acquired ‘Grass’ and conveyed the 
Copyright of ‘Chicago’ last week 
The swap took place, at Fisher’s in- 


Stigation, just as ‘Whispering Grass’ 
was beginning to show signs of be- 
coming a best seller. 


Fisher explained that ‘Chicago’ is 


the only one of his songs for which 
he wrote both melody and lyrics and 
because of that he wanted to own 
the copyright. He also has an idea 
of reviving ‘Chicago,’ which he wrote 
In 1922. during the Democratic Na- 
tional Convention, which opens July 
15 

Fisher made the proposition to 
Mills after another publisher had 
offered him an advance of $1,500 for 
Grass’. Latter’s lyrics are credited 
to Fisher's daughter, Doris, and the 
Original title page carried ‘he im- 
Print of the Fred Fisher Music Co. 





Well Running Dry 





Hollywood, July 9. 
After 15 years of doing a solo 
job on their comedy situations 
and scripts, Amos ’n’ Andy have 
finally called in a collaborator. 
He is Bob Ross, who will con- 
tribute ideas and also put in 
time on. promotion and publicity. 








Now the H wood 


rm is-sce3' Yen’sforComedy 


Mystery Scripts 


Plenty of mvstery stories, if scripts 
can be obtained during the coming 
spice the comedy 


season, will 


which all studios have been clamor- 
ing 


month 


since the real 
that audiences 
war themes. Comedy 
spired by Paramount's success with 


don’t 


‘The Cat and Canary’ and ‘Ghost 
Breakers,’ are particularly in de- 
mand by producers. 

More of the same type stuff as 
the two recent Bob Hope pictures 
ig. in fact, so much desired that at 
least two companies, Metro and 
Paramount, have their New York 

Continued on page 46 


BERNSTEIN TELLS OF 
NAZI THREATS ON HIM 


Bernstein, French 
New York 


play- 
wright, arrived in Mon- 
day (8) from England after escaping 
Nazi had 


Henry 


would-be assassins who 


' 
| threatened to kill him for writing an 


enjoyed a 
His ‘Elvire’ 


anti-Hitler play which 
successful run in Paris. 


ran at the Ambassadeurs from Jan 
29 until June 7, after practically 
everybody but the actors had evac- 
uated Pari ‘The company wa 
magnificent,’ Bernstein 1id ‘The 

kept playing until the Germans were 


> 


35 miles 
Shortly 


from Pari 


after the play pening 


the Berlin radio blasted Bernstein, 
threatening to kill him when they 
took Pari Playwright’s plans are 


may be an American pro- 
duction of ‘Elvire,’ he said. 


indefinite. 


Mrs. Dahl’s Cafe Date 
Fall River, Mass., July 9 
Edith Rogers Dahl, General Fran- 
co's photogenic find, opened Monday 
(8) in Rathskellar here after three- 
week engagement with her violin at 


| the Hangar, small nitery in Acush- 


net. near New Bedford. Mrs. Dahl 
was a two-week holdover in the 
Acushnet spot after playing five 


nights earlier in Baylies Square the- 
atre, New Bedford nabe. 

New Bedford and Fall River press 
very diminuendo on publicity. 


+ staiaintnientimnains 
i 
| 


| 


| 
for | 


ization of the past | 
want | 
whodunits, in- | 


ANTI 
il 


Unofficial Report Follows 
Word That Reich Takes 
Over 20th-Fox Exchanges 

| in Belgium and Holland 


TLERIOM 
{IND MOVE 





SO. AMERICA SNAG 


Banning of all American films 
from Nazi-controlled territory was 
unofficially reported in N. Y. this 


week, but lacked official confirmation 
either from Washington or homeof- 
fices. Bar on U. S. product sup- 
posedly is predicated on the fact that 
nearly every producer has been 
making vehicles critical of Naziism. 
In leading industry circles, 
feeling yesterday (Tuesday) was that 
if an edict against U. S. pictures had 
not been issued it would be only a 
matter of time until such action is 
taken by Hitler. Fact that several 
companies had been getting word 
through regularly from Brussels of- 
fices indicates business is going 
ahead as usual in part of Europe. 
Reported general ban, without 
mention of specific countries, fol- 
Nazi had taken 
some 
tures in Belgium and Holland par- 
ticularly because of ‘Four Sons’ and 
‘The Man I Married,’ formerly ‘I 
Married a Nazi.’ Homeoffice of com- 
pany claims that no official word has 
been received regarding this German 
action. 
It will 


government 


government over 








1 
pe re 


that the Hitler 
the lid down 


alled 


clamped 


| 


ieritical of his regime and 


| 





the | 





lowed word from abroad that the | 
|back to 
20th-Fox exchanges and pic- | 





Lytell Welcomes Investigation That 


Might Uncover Reds in Equity; All 


Named Deny C 





Dated? 


Detroit, July 9. 

Screening of ‘New Moon’ for 
the critics here was nearing its 
end. Along came the moment 
when the screen issued the proc- 
lamation, “The French people 
now are free.’ 

‘Well, that definitely dates the 
picture,’ a voice in the darkness 
drawled 


Paris Trying To 
Get A Semblance 
Of Former Gaiety 


— 





Parrs, July 6. 
(Via Berlin) 
Show business here is springing 
what ap- 
under exceed- 


normalcy—or 


proaches normalcy 


ingly abnormal conditions—with 


amazing rapidity. Many theatres and 


| music halls have reopened during the 


past few days and more are lighting 


Move toward rehabilita- 


up hourly 


ition of the amusement industry was 


!on American companies which were | 
forced | 


i'them out of Germany. Whether simi- | 


lar action against these distributors 


(Continued on page 11) 


‘Monte Proser’s Broadway 
Beachcomber Ruled No 


Opposish to H’wood Cafe 


eral J 
in N. Y. or 


application for a te 


idge Edward A. Conger 


nporary 


injunc- 


given additional impetus 


curfew to 11 p.m. 


Theatres are ali doing excellent 


business under the limited operations | 


possible. Much of the French popu- 


j lation w hich evacuated the city has 


| 


| afford it appears to be seeking some | 
' 
|'form of minor diversion. 


Monday (8), denied an | 


now returned and everyone who can 


Cafes and 
restaurants which are open are well- 


| patronized with a mixture of Ger- 


man soldiers and French citizenry. 
Despite the extension of the cur- 
few and the fact that many amuse- 
(Continued on page 14) 


PAR’S IF-MONEY DEAL 


tio against Monte Proser’s Beach- 
comber Restaurant brought by Cora 
‘I. Sund, doing business as Don’s 
| Beachcomber, Hollywood. The plain- 
tiff seeks a permanent injunction, 
accounting, and damages. against 
Proser's N. Y. establishment charg- | 
¥ misappropriation of the name 
and recipes for food and drinks of 
ts restaurant 
In denying the injunction request, 


Judge Conger pointed out that the 


plea of unfair competition did not 
hold water as both restaurants were 
(Continued on page 11) 


SELZNICK BACK EAST; 
MULLING TWO YARNS 


Dav 10 Selznick is 
York ‘oast 


<zra4 ‘ * 
» with |} tamuly 


t y 4 
biOinN tiie 


their way to Redding, Conn., v 
Selznick has rented an estate for the 
ummel 

During his vacation, producer will 
begin work on two ‘Jane 
Eyre,’ which is expected to be his 
next film, and ‘Joan of Arc,’ which 
may follow it. Work will consist 
mainly, as he puts it, of ‘infiltrating 
myself with surrounding 
the two yarns. 


stories, 


the lore’ 


Par Cuts Dymtryk 
Hollywood, July 9 
Paramount is dropping Edward 
Dymtryk as director when his 
rent contract expires in a month 
| He was upped from the cutting 
department to a directorship in the 
! Harold Hurley unit a year ago. 


cure | 


ON ‘CAPT. BLIGH’ YARN 


‘Capt. Bligh,’ who 
deck of that mutinous 
Bounty, Metr> 


once again take command of it. But 


last strode the 
vessel the 
for will probably 


this time for Paramount. The fam >us 
character is being written by James 
Hall and Charles Nordhoff into their 


coming book, ‘Botany Bay,’ to which 
Par has a grip on the screen right 

‘Bay,’ technically, is no quel to 
Nordhoff and Hall’s ‘Mutiny on the 
Bounty,’ inasm h as the p od } 
patie . 
the 1 t ‘B I 
take ( e same lo I 
é € ¢ p to ) 
Verbal o f e 

} eC ¢ ] 

1d ¢ the ) B 

f i to < 
isked the author 1 vork the tvrant 
kipper in, as the role is figured to 


have big exploitation value 
Par doesn’t own the 
yet, but has a tricky agreement, 
exactly an option, which insures 
taining it, if it so desires, after it is 
first published in serial form, prob- 
ably in the Saturday Evening Post, 
and later as a book by Little, Brown 
Nordhoff and Hall, who had de- 
cided to end their writing collabora- 
tion last winter, have been rejcined 
by the film and publishing interest 


aor al . c ok ha 
actualy story 


not 


ob- 


in the story which they developed 
m°ntally several years ago. They 
are now in New England working 
on the actual writing and hope to be 


finished by January ito 
their homes in Tahiti. 


return to 


yesterday | 
(Friday) by an order from the Ger- | 
man military governor extending the 


ongressman's Blast 


a nn 


As president of Equity, Bert Lytel! 
responded vigorously to the charges 
|of Representative Lambertson, 


| Kansas Republican, that  actor- 
| Communists had taken over key 
| positions in the association. Lytell 


| did not whitewash those named bv 
| the legislator, but declared the ac- 
| cusations were without proof. He de- 
| clared he would welcome an investi- 
| gation, indicating that might be done 
| by the Federal Bureau of Investiga- 
| tion, for its time for all 
| in their true colors.’ 
Lambertson’s charges virtually 
took in theatrical talent unfons in 
| eneral. He also named George 
| Heller, now executive’ secretary- 
| treasurer of the American Federa- 
| tion of Radio Artists, and Hoyt S. 
| Haddock, executive secretary of the 
| American Guild of Variety Artists, 
E Communists. Of Haddock, Lam- 
| 
| 
| 
| 


‘to come out 


bertson said he is ‘a former C.LO. 
organizer of distinct Comm ‘inist 
sympathies whose appointment was 
protested by the American Federa- 
tion of J.avor.’ A few weeks 
during an AGVA board meeting, 
Haddock and others in AGVA were 
; accused of being Reds. Haddock de- 


avo, 


|nied the charges, answering, ‘I’m 
;not smart enough to be a Com- 
munist.’ [Haddock'’s further ideas 


(Continued on page 20) 


HERSHOLT’S $10,000 WK. 
IF AIRSHOW’S MUTED 


Hollywood, July 9 

Monetary protection against any 
eventuality which may cause a sus- 
pension of his sponsorship is afe 
forded Jean Hersholt in his new con- 
tract with Chesebrough vaseline, 
which carries up to January of 1942. 

If, for any reason, including war, 
the program is dropped, Hersholt re- 
ecives $10,000 for every 13-week pee 
| riod during life of the contract 
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SWAPPING INFO ON DEALS, TERMS, ETC. 
A NEW THREAT FOR PICTURE SALESMEN 


Indies Started It — Major Chains Frequently Co- 
operate in Order to Force Prices Down—Matter 


of Horse-Trading 


2 


Movement for an interchange of 
information concerning film deals 
made with distributors, started 
among independents, is arousing 
considerable speculation because of 
the possibilities of mass resistance 
for the salesmen throughout the 
country. If progressing to any point 
of importance, such an exchange of 
film deals, demands by distributors, | 
performance of a given company’s 
product the prior year, etc., stands 
to place the film-peddler up against 
new obstacles. 

While there are doubts on both 
sides among exhibitors as well as 
distributors, on the other hand if 
enough exhibs band together to give 
each other the benefit of their tran- 
sactions and experiences, it is not 
altogether unlikely the larger af- 
filiated chain buyers might do the 
same thing among themselves. Major 
chains usually pay 35% for film | 
which goes to the indie under per- | 
centage deals at 40%. | 

Although the average large buyer | 
keeps his deals to himself, very often | 
because he has bought carefully or) 
has been given an edge, all are the | 
figurative common enemy of the 
distrib and, in some cases, affiliated 
buyers are said to have worked in 
cahoots with others in order to con- 
trol terms. Claimed, also, that major 
chain affiliates have also cooperated 
with indie chains in their territories 
in order to hold the distributors 
down. 

Putting the Pressure On 


Now that the film companies are 
demanding higher prices, extended | 
time and lower splits, the indie buy- 
ers notably might be inclined to co- 
operate among each other in what 
would amount to ‘indirect buying | 
power’ or pressure. In other words, | 
if the word went around among aj 
lot of theatre owners that Company | 
A’s pictures didn’t do well this sea- | 
son, figures or some other informa- | 


| 





| 


tion concerning performance at the | 
boxoffice being given, that company | 
would face heavy resistance. If a/| 
representative number of indies, | 
thus interchanging information on 
deals, performance, etc., began pro- 
viding resistance, contracts at lower 
terms might have to be accepted or 
some compromise made. Fewer con- 
tract rejections might result. 

On the other hand, the exchange 
of info should work to the advan- 
tage of another company that had 
delivered satisfactorily in accordance 
with deals made. Instances could 
occur also where one exhib can 
prove he has done well with a given 
company’s product, while another 
hasn't, this in “turn giving the dis- 
trib some leverage. 

To just what extent exhibs would 
be willing to reveal what pictures 
did for them, what the terms of their 
deals were, what adjustments were 
made and the like, is highly prob- 
lematical. An exhib in close com- 
petition with another in the same 
territory might be agreeable to 
cross-checking contracts, terms, de- 
mands for the new film, etc., and 
he also might not. This depends to 
some extent on whether the exhibs 
in the same towns spoke to each 
other and whether one felt he could 
outsmart the other fellow on buying 
anyway. Many exhibs feel they are 


shrewd buyers and can battle - bar- 
gains with the distributors, which 
others cannot succeed in getting. 


There are cases also where friend- 
ship with a salesman or even a home 
office distribution executive gets one 
man a better deal than another can 
wrangle. Such a buyer no doubt 
will not want to tell what his ‘edge’ 
was, partly because the other guy 
in his territory or someone else 
served by the same exchange has to | 


make up for it. 


The setup of deals with the majors 
are such that even some of the large | 
partners associated with Paramount | 
but doing their own buying, refuse | 
to reveal the terms for the benefit | 
of brother-partners in the Par fold. | 
Others do report their deals to the | 
home office. 

The Allied States Assn., national 
exhibitor organization and various | 
territoria]) associations, are pushing | 
the idea of an interchange of in- 
formation among exhibs, now. only | 
on film deals, but in other directions. | 


|named David Griesdorf his eastern 
| rep. 


| ventures into production of briefies 





Jimmy Roosevelt 
Has 10 Jukebox 
Film Shorts Ready 


James Roosevelt revealed Monday 
(8) that he has 10 three-minute 
shorts for the Mills Novelty Co. 
completed and on the shelf. He de- 
clared he has an order for 30 more | 
to be delivered on Aug. 15. Beyond | 
that, he said, there’s nothing definite 
except an agreement to turn out 
more of the briefies for coin ma- 
chines whenever Mills wants them. 
Juke-box manufacturing outfit 
doesn’t expect to have its devices 
ready until late in the year, Roose- 
velt stated, and until then the films | 
will remain in cans. He said he) 
makes each one on a flat fee, no 
percentage being involved. 

Plans following the completion of 
‘Pot o’ Gold,’ his first feature pic- 
ture, are being left in ‘fluidity,’ pend- 
ing world events, the producer as- 
serted. Film based on the Horace 
Heidt air show will go before the 
cameras Sept. 1, he said. He'll fly 
back to the Coast this week to wind 
up scripting and casting before July 
20. 

President’s son refused to publicly 
discuss the activity of the film busi- 
ness in the nation’s defense plan, al- 
though it is understood he confabbed 
with his father on this subject over 
the holiday weekend. Arriving in 
New York early last week, he went 
up to Hyde Park July 4 to attend 
the dedication of the new library to 
house the President’s papers. 

Roosevelt's Globe Productions | 
opened offices in New York last | 
week. Roosevelt took over part of | 
the Sam Goldwyn suite in the United 
Artists building, which he used while 
employed by Goldwyn. He also 











Griesdorf is former United 
Artists branch manager in Winnipeg. 

New York office will handle only 
matters concerning regular produc- 
tions released through UA, and will | 
have nothing to do with Roosevelt's 


for coin machines. 


HIZZONER’S N.Y. FILM 








PUTSCH TAKES THE VEIL or 9 lng? dy and ‘The Life | 





| 

Efforts of Mayor LaGuardia to | 
bring film production to New York 
have apparently been laid away on 
ice for the time being or, at least, 
will continue in more modest style. 
Suite of offices in Radio City, which 
were opened to push the campaign 
in the heat of Hizzoner’s ardor last 
winter, have been quietly buttoned 
up and the staff returned to its regu- 
lar duties. 

Department of Commerce, which | 
was set up to bring any sort of new | 
enterprise to New York, but of which | 
the film division was the major part, | 
is continuing its activities in more | 
fertile spheres. It’s being run, how- | 
ever, from the private offices in Wall | 
St. of George Sloan, recently named | 
Commissioner of Commerce by La- 
Guardia. 

Radio City offices had been vir- 
tually morgue-like since the resigna- 
tion several months ago of Clendenin 
J. Ryan, Jr., who headed them. Her- 
man Levin, in charge since Ryan’s 
departure, has returned to his for- 





|ing and living 





Capra Starts Filming ‘Doe’ 


Hollywood, July 9. 


Frank Capra sent his high-budget 
picture, ‘Meet John Doe,’ before the 
cameras at Warners’ yesterday 
(Mon.) with Gary Cooper and Bar- 
bara Stanwyck in the top spots. 

Late additions to the cast include 
Mary Carr, Sterling Holloway, Knox 
Manning, J. Farrell MacDonald, 
Gene Morgan, Sarah Edwards, Ed- 
ward Hearne, Benny Bartlett, Bess 
Flowers, Lafe McKee, Edward Mc- 
Wade and John McManus, 


Rodgers-Hart Working 
In N. Y. With Brock On 
RKO Filmusical Score 


Because Rodgers and Hart have 
other Broadway commitments, 
coupled with an antipathy to work- 
in Hollywood, Lou 
Brock will work with them in New 
York on the preliminaries attendant 
to the RKO filmusica] he’s preparing 
for September start. Tentatively 
titled ‘They Met in Argentina,’ tag 
will have to be changed due to a 
wave of Argentina film titles (20th- 
Fox, Universal and others). 

Brock did the original idea, be- 
sides producing; Jerry Cady the 
script, and Rodgers and Hart will 
complete their score in the east, 
filing it either by mail or, more 
likely, collaborating with Brock, who 
will fly back and forth. 

Frank Veloz (and Yolanda), re- 
tired ballroomologist, will essay his 
first Hollywood dance-staging job 
with this film. Maureen O’Hara will 
be cast opposite Albert Vila, new 
face from South America. It’s all 
part of an MCA ‘package deal.’ 

Brock produced the first Astaire- 
Rogers-Youmans filmusical for RKO 
in 1934, ‘Flying Down to Rio.’ 


Roland’s Bi-Lingual 


Hollywood, July 9. 
Gilbert Roland does a_ double 
linguistic role in ‘Gypsy Cavalier,’ 
English and Spanish. Paramount is 
shooting the picture in both lan- 
guages, 
Three more roles in the offing for 








Lawrence Flying Over; 
Franco-British Clash 
Poses New Problem 


-_—— 


Laudy Lawrence, Metro's Euro- 
pean manager, headquartered in 
Paris, is due in on the Clipper from 
Lisbon this week with his wife and 
their four-year old son. Arthur Field, 
his aide and brother-in-law, will be 
with him. Mrs. Field preceded them 
rently in California, 
baby. 

Mishap with their car, through 
running out of gas, delayed them 


Bordeaux to Lisbon. 


ing space on the Clippers, are bank- 
ers Robert Lazard (Lazard Freres), 
Maurice and Edmond de Rothschild, 
Rene Clair, the director; Levy 
Straus, who headed the Columbia 
Pictures unit making . them in 
French; Robert Duvivier, the direc- 
tor; Maurice Chevalier, Nita Raye 
and Max Ruppa, his manager-secre- 
tary, and other prominents. 

Sacha Guitry was in Biarritz, 
ready to leave the country, but de- 
cided to return to Paris; ditto Elvira 
Popesco, Romanian actress, who has 
been prominent on the French stage 
for more than a decade, 
wise is returning to the ex-French 
capital. 


of departing French show people, i.e. 
those of French citizenship, is the 
fear that if France and England 
really clash in formal war, it may 
well mean that the clippering show- 
folk could be taken off in Bermuda 
and interned as technical enemy 
aliens. 


TWO FULL-LENGTHERS 
BY DISNEY FOR ’40-4] 


Hoilywood, July 8. 
Two animated features a year, in- 
stead of one, is the new schedule at 











the Walt Disney studio, with ‘Fan- 


| tasia’ and ‘Bambi’ slated for release | 
| during the 1940-41 season. Increased | 


| production < made possible by the 
concentration of all departments in 
the new Burbank plant. 

‘Fantasia,’ $2,000,000 musical inker 
with arrangements by Leopold 
Stokowski, is due for release in 
October after more than two years 


in work. ‘Bambi,’ another $2,000,000 
job, is slated for completion in 
| January, ° 


GOV. OLSON’S BOY AT 20TH 
Hollywood, July 9. 
son of California's 





Dean Olson, 


Roland are in ‘Cortez, Conqueror of | Gov. Olson, who recently graduated 


Mexico,’ to be produced by Alex- 


| trom the University 


of California 


ander Korda, and two Metro produc- | here, has jojned 20th Century-Fox. 


He will work in the clerical divi- 


| sion of the production department. 


Sheldon Counterclaims for $50,000 
On Heels of McClintic’s ‘Letty’ Suit 


Charging unauthorized assignment | of charges, Sheldon claims that Mc- 


of contract 


counter-claim 


Miller. 
York supreme court as result of Mc- 
Clintic’s suit against Sheldon and 
Margaret Ayer Barnes, autkors 
‘Dishonored Lady,’ which 
tributed by Metro when made into 
the film, ‘Letty Lynton.” McClintic 
began suit about two weeks ago ask- 


against Guthrie Mc- | owner chases 
' ae 


Clintic along with Charles Frohman, | : sia . . , 
Inc., Paramount Pictures and Gilbert | neighbor trying to trip him and toss 


Action was started in New |} 


of | 
was dis-| 


ing for half of $137,000, sum recov- | 


ered by Sheldon and Mrs. 





mer duties in the Department of | Lynton’ plagiarism suit. 

Welfare. Besides makivg a general denial 
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| without written approval. 





Barnes | 
from the film company in the ‘Letty 


and asking $50,000 dam- | Clintic breached the contract he held 


ages, Edward Sheldon has set up a! UPOM Dishonored Lady.’ 


upon — Situation 
is similar to a case where a property 
a burglar, with a, 
obstacles in his way but when the 
property owner finally recovers his 
property, the neighbor rushes up 
and claims he is entitled to divide 
the property with the owner. That 
is the way Arthur F. Driscoll, of 
O’Brien, Driscoll & Raftery. summed 
up the case this week. 

Sheldon claims McClintic tried to 
assign the original contract dated 
Dec. 5, 1928, without written consent 
of the authors. Also that the assign- 
ment was to Charles Frohman. Inc. 
and that it went from this firm to 
Paramount and Gilbert Miller, also 


No eon- 
sent was given for the English pro- | 
ductien either, 

Production of the play in England, 
it is alleged, also failed to follow 
stipulations as to cast and director, 
regarding changes and that its pres- | 
entation actually destroyed the valu- 
able goodwill the play possessed in 


_ England. 


Sheldon also claims in his counter- 
action that McClintic and his 


as- 


| Signees gave comfort and aid to the 


enemy when ‘Letty Lynton’ was pro- 
duced and the copyright infringe-| 
ment suit was started by the au- | 


(Continued on page 14) 


‘ 


to the States recently and is cur- | 
expecting a) 


about two weeks on the trip from , 


Stuck in Lisbon right now, await- | 


who like- | 


A hazard now for American friends | 


Small’s Panacea: 
Drastic Salary 
Cuts, Kayo Duals 


Hollywood, July 9. 
Film industry must submit to a ma. 
operation or face economie 
| death, in the opinion of Edward 
| Small, United Artists producer. In 
|a signed statement to the press, 
Small urged a general slashing of 
| salaries, elimination of the double 
; bill and closer cooperation between 








| jor 


, producers and exhibitors. 
| “The operation,’ he said, ‘may not 


| be a pleasant one—operations se]- 


|dom are—but the plain fact is that 
|in the face of a crisis such as now 
confronts our great industry, there 
is no other course left open. A ma- 
jor readjustment must come swiftly 
if it is not to come too late. Top 
salaried producers, executives, stars, 
directors, writers and all others will 
have to realize that they are not 
worth today what they were worth 
yesterday. Thus, a person who wag 
|; worth $100,000 per picture six 
months ago is today actually worth 
| about $60,000. The same rule ap- 
| plies to every other wage earner in 
the business.’ 

| Exhibitors as well as 
| 





producers 
must set their houses in order, 
| Small declared, condemning dual 
bills as a mark of poor showman- 
ship. 

‘They are also a mark of greed, 
he continued. “There are times in 
| every business when it is essential 
| to lose money to maintain a stand- 
|}ard. Too many exhibitors were un- 
| willing to lose money on this basis, 
| became panicky and turned to dou- 
ble-bills, dishes, automobiles, stoves 
and a thousand other things at a 
time when they should have turned 
'on all the power of showmanship. 
| It was the easy way, but like every- 
thing that comes easy, the eventual 
price is a costly, almost destructive 
one.’ 

As a cure for the ills of the pic- 
ture business, Small suggested an 
immediate ‘industry partnership,’ 
based on a three-way platform: 


1—An immediate healthy cut in 
all motion picture salaries, begin- 
ning at the top. 

2.—Elimination of double bills, 


giveaways and other so-called stim- 
ulants. 

3.—Sharing of problems 
branches of the industry. 


FRANKLY, WARNER ALL 
SET TO PRODUCE AGAIN 


by all 


Hollywood, July 9. 
Financial difficulties which have 
held up production by Franklyn 


Warner’s Fine Arts Producing & 
Distributing Corp. are said by War- 
ner to have been cleared up. Three 
films on which he has been promis- 
ing to begin production for the past 
six months are now reported really 
nearing that stage. 


Pictures which are slated to go 
into work on the old Grand Na- 
tional lot, which FA has taken over, 
are ‘Flying Heels,’ ‘Red Gardenia’ 
and ‘Derelict Alley.’ Otis Garret 
and Maurice Kahn are to direct 
them. 

FA, organized following the 
bankruptcy of Grand National, has 
been existing on seven films for- 
merly distributed by that outfit. 
Principal income-maker has been 
Anna Sten’s ‘Exile Express,’ which 
Started through RKO nabe circuit 
in New York yesterday (Tuesday) 

Franchise-holders throughout the 
country have been doing some 
squawking at the failure of the 
promised new pictures to be de- 
livered to supplement the original 
seven, Beefs have not been too 
serious, however, as the states- 
righters have no investment in the 


FA franchise. 


Singin’ in the Saddle 


Hollywood, July 9. 

‘Ragtime Cowboy Joe,’ last of the 
Johnny Mack Brown western series 
for the 1939-40 season at Universal, 
rolled yesterday (Mon.) without Bob 
Baker, who wound up his contract 
as a featured player and checked off 
the lot. 

Baker, formerly starred in & 
western series for Trem Carr's Uni- 
versal unit, is negotiating for a group 


| Of cowpoke starrers with another 
| studio. 
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DUALISM TO FORE AGAIN 











. 

In an effort to bolster domestic 
{ncome, 1 col 
panies are mulling possibilities 
of expansion in the rural market 
An actual survey of the nation’s 
hinterlands has been started. For- 
eign markets are drastically off, 
while the other two main markets 
sees the big city near the saturation 
point on patronage and the neigh- 
borhood and suburban classed as 
nearly saturated. 

Preliminary survey was mace for 
one major company under the guid- 
ance of M. A. Sterner, of Curtis 
Publishing Co., who has produced 
basic facts on this rural market not 
generally familiar to the industry. 
Uncerstood that Minnesota, Penn 
sylvania, Maryland and New York 
were covered in this analysis. This 
shows that approximately 85% of 
U. S. counties are chiefly or entirely 


rural. Also that either the present 





| No Wrong Numbers» 


several major film com-, 





i Hollywood, July 9. 

Beverly Hills, particularly the 
| Oxford exchange section, was 
| practically without telephone 


service for two hours while 20th- 
Fox monopolized the wires to 
call 900 extras for three produc- 
tions, 

Atmosphere actors were need- 
ed for ‘The Great Profile,’ ‘Brig- 
ham Young’ and ‘Down Argen- 
tine Way.’ 


t 


‘Consent’ Parleys 


Ad Lib Probably 








advertising-publicity ballyhoo over- | 


looks potential farmer patrons, or 
there is a dearth of cooperation be- 
tween the key city exchange and 
these smaller accounts. 

Because of the present small in- 
comes realized from these smaller 
theatres, 
formances, most exhibitor opinion is 
that they are pushed around, not by 


necessity. but simply through lack 
of consideration. Result has been 
more or less routine operations, with 
much patronage going to large 
nearby towns. 

Could Mean Plenty 

Main factor which has prompted 
attention to the rural field is the 
¢conviction among some executives 
that it is a neglected source of rev- 
enue Also that it may be nursed 
along into a healthy condition if 
properly handled. 

Survey undertaken so far shows 
that nearly 27 key exchange cities 
have rural population potentialiti 
rangit from 30 to 76% of the total 


area covered, while only the Boston, 
New Haven, New York, Chicago and 
Los Angeles exchanges have negligi- 
ble rural population from which 
business is obtained. Also, this re 
Sume reveals, there is a rural popu- 
lation of 53,800,000 out of the na- 
tion’s 130,000,000 total. Of the U. S. 


total, 36,900,000 is credited with be- 
ing the 100 largest cities of the 
country. Considering the film 1 

obtained from the small exhibitor, 
the distributor is inclined to believe 
something should and can be done 
about developing regular theatre 


Patrons 

One exhibitor interviewed claimed 
that if he could get people in from 
the rural areas served by his thea- 
tre once per week, instead of twice 
monthly, he -.would be able to ih 
crease his business 33%. Further 
angles developed in the prelim sur- 
vey indicate that there are 35,200,000 
Practical potential rural ticket pur- 
chasers each week in the U. S.. as 
compared with the claimed total 
85,000,000 motion picture theatre ad- 
Missions sold weekly. 


4 
ne 


Big Farmer ‘rade 
A distributor reported that 65 
Oi the business in his territory come: 


atres catering to the farmer 
Another that there 


Irom theat 


trada : 
bf © 7 
trade indicated 


are plenty of modern theatres in op 
e t 1.7 

rauon but that the problem is to 
increase attendance by one means 01 
anothel 


Along these lines, the idea of 
ay distributors in key centers is 
that they would be able to increase 


business and subsequently 
better rentals 


secure 


Once the exhib im- 
Proves his b.o. Trouble today, still | 


another distrib averred, is that the | 


'8 companies neglect everything 
oe key cities in developing 
~’Asumer demand. Same exchange 
man stated that the bulk of sales- 
men used out of his office cover the 
Tural district, but with a minimum 
bee OOperation on ad-publicity mat- 


A small community exhibitor ad- 


mitted that any increase in business 
at his house would have to come 
(Continued on page 14) 


some with only night per- | 


~— Unal It's Signed 


Government's anti-trust suit against 
'eight major film companies and ex- 
'ecutives was adjourned (8) for an 
additional week by Judge Henry W. 
Goddard, in N. Y. federal court, 


upon application of J. Stephen 
Dovle. special assistant to the attor- 
ney general, who declared that pros- 
pect for ending the ut by consent 


decree continued favorable. On this 
statement Goddard set next 
Monday (15) as next trial 
Conti are anticipated week- 
ly through the summer until 
work of drafting a decree is 
pleted by Justice Department 
film defendants’ counsel. 
Daily conferences among 


Judge 


1 
thea 


rat 
uations 


com- 
and 


attorneys 


resumed yesterday in the Bar As- 
sociation Bldg., after a week’s inter- 
ruption due to holiday and the long 
weekend. Although no. detailed 
statement was forthcoming after the 
meetings, conferees on both ides 


the belief that 
ts had been 


of the con- 


privately expres 
igreement on major pol 


reached Some sections 


sent decree order are in tentative 
draft form. No effort will be made 
to polish the wordage until the 
piecework, as distributed among sev- 
r ib-committees, has been com- 
lp tea 

As t 1e confere! ces progress, and 
the importance of the arbitration 
machinery impresses itself on coun- 

el, there is a feeling growing rap- 
idlv that the film industry in the 
future will bear heavier public re- 
sponsibilities With the establish- 
ment of local arbitration boards in 

(Continued on page 16) 


STEVE LYNCH’S RR; 
PLANS MIAMI-T0-CHI 


S. A. I I t t 
yartne “ } ) rol 
0 the Florida I ( i I d 
is plann to extend it so that tral 
can be trom M I ( 
to Cc He tne 
3,8) lily OF Mi ce h 
to N Yo } p Vila emel! 


Control of the Florida line, oper- 
ating at present no farther north 
than Jacksonville, was arranged by 
Lynch through J. P. Morgan & Co. 


. 
yl 
WB Renews Hellinger 
Hollywood, July 9. 
Warners renewed Mark Hellinger’s 
associate producer contract for one 
| vear, making it three in a row. 


| ast three Hellinger productions 
iare ‘Torrid Zone’ and ‘Brother 
| Orchid,’ currently in release, and 
i‘They Drive by Night,’ recently 
finished. 


For the seventh time, trial of the | 


date. | 


the | 


+> —_ 


Curtis Publishing Researcher Makes 
Survey for Film Distrib to Ascertain fp. 
Extent of Neglected Rural Market 


Ba Dial Alba 





‘Showdown on the Situation 
| Due Within Next Few 


Months—Move to Limit | 


| Twinnings If They Can’t 
| Be Kayoed Entirely 
| SUNDAY POLLS 


| Number of polls on the double fea- 
ture situation, spotlighed in the 
trade curently, promises to bring a 
showdown on the question during 
he next few months. Summary of 
industry opinion seems to indicate 
that something must be done to limit 
twin bilis if complete abolishment is 
not feasible. 

| Film business is convinced that the 
| only two ways of solving the dual 
| headache are (1) cooperation among 
exhibitors, and (2) assistance by the 
| distributor. Just how the amount 
of dualing or actual stoppage is to 
be accomplished through these two 
mediums never has been success- 
fully worked out to date because of 
the threat of action by the Depart- 
ment of Justice on the anti-trust 


angle. 


| 


Industry heads realize that as long 
as a theatre is free to dual, the com- 
petitive situation is such that it will 
break down any individual effort to 
reduce double-featuring. Exhibitor 
organziations and distributors have 
been aware that duals hurt business 
and have been striving to find a 
legal w to effectively restrain the 


twinners. 


ay 


Pertinent “development in recent 
weeks is growing conviction among 
old-timers in the busine that dis- 
tributors might arrange-a contract 
setup to curb heavy dualing. Same 
thing was tried in the Middlewest 
| some 
trade were legal but, at that time, 
the distributors became leery of its 
legality and halted the practice. 

Basic idea on contract control is 
the penalty idea whereby 

(Continued on page 14) 


HEARST PLUGS 
JOE KENNEDY 
~ FORUS. PREZ 


— 


New York Journal-American ye 


(Tuesday) began drum-beat- 


ut iy 
a presid 


for Joseph P 


ntial boom in a big way 
Kennedy at the Demo- 


crati National convention next 
week. Hearst daily devoted half its 
editorial page to a strong plug piece 
and giant photo of the U. S. Ambas- 

ior to Great Britain. 

K ¢ ely kr wn n the 

busing as former prez of FBO, 

f ¢ pre f Pathe author of a 

veeping report on the condition of 
Pal unt, 1 e for its trustes 
banl te ( r ears ag | 
I re rec ] f hi work to re € 

e Br ( 1 ict. 

JO nal-American ees a Ken- 
nedy’s chief virtue, aside from his in- 


timate knowledge of European af- 
fairs. his frequently-voiced determi- 
nation that the United States should 
not get into the war. Sheet contrasts 
|\him with President Roosevelt in this 
|} respect 

Journal-American takes the 
cipal cause for opposition to Ken- 
nedy by the horns—the fact that he 
is Catholic. It quotes the March 12 
column of William Randolph Hearst, 
| who declared: “That is not a cause 
for opposition but for congratulation 
and support...America has never 
had a Catholic president. That is so, 
and perhaps that is one reason we 
| could well have one now.’ 


NECESSARY. 


+ 


Over 8700 Theatres Now Dualing 
~ Which Means More Than 50%; of All 


| 


| 


} 





} 


{which it 


years back when film boards of | 


the ex- | 


| 





Film Accounts; 





Nat’] Squawk 


Sam Goldwyn’s blast on dual- 
ism appears in today’s (Wed.) 
Saturday Evening Post. 

Producer has been ardently 
campaigning against twin-bills as 
an industry evil. 


RKO Ends °39-40 
Delivering 50 
Of Promised 58 


RKO release schedule winding up | 
the remainder of the 1939-40 season, 
issued on Monday (8), reveals the 
company will deliver only 50 of the | 
58 pictures it carded at last year’s 
sales convention. Precarious situa- | 
tion created by the loss of foreign 
markets is credited with taking the | 
bite out of the slate. 

Defection was entirely among the | 
indie producers whose output was 
promised to supplement the work of 
studio. RKO plant itself will 
have delivered its entire commit- 
ment of 31 features by Aug. 30. Five 
of the six George O’Brien westerns 
promised will have 
delivered, with the final one 
calendared for Sept. 27. Some of 
the features sold on 1939-40 contract 











the 


also 


been 


may likewise be delivered after the 
season has technically closed. 
Indies were scheduled to account 


for 21 pictures. Of those originally 
promised, only 10 will be delivered, 
but the films of two additional pro- 
ducers plus one extra from Herbert 
Wilcox will bring the total from in- 
die sources to 13. Wilcox’s added 
starter is ‘Queen of Destiny’ (nee ‘60 
Glorious Years’), which he _ pro- 
duced in England in 1938. t will be 
released Aug. 2. The other two pic- 


tures added to the indie slate were 
‘Isle of Destiny’ from Franklyn War- 
ner and ‘Beyond Tomorrow’ from 
Lee Garmes. When the latter two 
pictures were added to the RKO 
chedule it was stated Warner and 
Garmes would each make three fo 
the company, but there are no more 
from them listed either on this sea- 


u 


yn’s schedule or next. 
Among those pictures which will 


not be released, at least until after 
| the close of the current season, is 
(Continued on page 14) 


prin- | 


BOB KANE IN STONE’S 
PROD. BERTH AT 20TH 


Hollywood, Ju 9 
Shi ve A at 20 
F | ( f ’ 
bial “51 r T t ‘| 
ff Robe a ( 
10 rt p ] ( ef I I l 1 
é r the rters left 1 
~ ae t ‘ 
M ) ipei 4 : y 
pictures, ji 
B Young, in it { 
é yf oO *t101 ‘Brook! 
Brid Hudso Bay Compan) 
Lucky Baldwin,’ ‘Belle Starr’ and 


‘The Great Broadcast.’ 
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1,200 in NY. Alone 


Double features have so gotten out 
of hand that distributors as well as 
exhibitors are becoming alarmed 
over the policy, with result that ef- 
forts here and there are being made 
to try to get back to singles. No 
solid front on the matter exists, how- 
ever. Far from it. 

Having spread like wildfire during 
the past few years, duals are now 
being played in slightly more than 
8,700 theatres throughout the coun- 
try, according to a reliable distribu- 
tion check covering all of the states. 
Remaining solo-film territory is be- 
coming more and more vulnerable 
to the advance of the two-for-price- 
of-one policy, prediction being that 
if something isn’t done the whole 
U. S. may go duals and that, in turn, 
will bring on triples. Whole south 
is included. 

The 8,700 houses in duals, revealed 
by latest checkup, represents slightly 
more than 50% of all the accounts 
in the country and this takes in 
houses, many in the single category, 
that play pictures only one or two 
days a week. Also theatres in the 
south catering to colored audi- 
ences, all of which are single. So 
far as importance of playing time is 
concerned, it is believed that the 


dualers would represent about 75% 
of the whole. This is due in part 
to the fact the entire south is still 


single-bill and scores of minor play- 
dates figure. 


There are 1,200 double-billers in 
New York state alone and around 
650 in the Chicago area, latter 
also including numerous triple-bill 


houses. Triple bills are also used in 
some other parts of the country. 
Few Singles Left 
Right now the only single-feature 
territory left is Pennsylvania, a few 
spots in Kentucky, portions of South- 
ern Ohio, Tennessee, Minnesota, 
North and South Dakota, a part of 
Oklahoma, the Washington territory 
and the southern states from the At- 
lantic seaboard through Texas. 
5,000 Five Years Ago 
There were less than 5,000 dualers 
five years the. growth of 
so-called evil having been terrific 
since then, with triple bills also 
coming into the picture when the 
competition became tough. As of a 


ago, the 


couple weeks ago there were 18 the- 
atre i Chicago alone playing 
triple! 

While efforts have been made in 
various territories to end duals by 
agreement among the theatres to 


outlaw them, these agreements have 

never held. Latest effort in this di- 

rection i Wisconsin 

be imposed in the 

One of the trou- 
Y 


being made in 
with penalties to 


event of violation 


bles frequently has been not only 
to keep theatres in line that have 
igreed to t to end duals but to 
top out C1 ! partic to the 
igreeme! fro oming in with 
al 
Independents who would like to 
ig b to singl blar the large 
I 1 the atte n rebput- 
1 ene ) - 
= »f i th to I 
i f I ! le Recer ere 
is a meeting of chai and indies 
erve out of N Yor} called f 
the purpose of n sreement on 
ending d giveaway etc De- 
clared that the jor ¢ ! ere 
I ling ») give up double ll 
although ready to go along with the 
indies so far as bank night and the 
like were concerned. Presumption 


was that these major chains didn’t 


| want to go back to singles because 


Lubitsch-Lesser’s Ist Duo | 


Hollywood, July 9. 
Ernst Lubitsch has decided on 
‘Summer Vacation’ and ‘Divorces’ as 
his first two in association with Sol 
Lesser for United Artists. Latter is 
an adaptation of ‘Kiss in the Dark’ 
and toplines go to Merle Oberon and 


Melvyn Douglas. 
Ladislaus Fodor, author of ‘Vaca- 
tion,’ is also screenplaying it. | 


it would lessen the number of book- 


ing dates for their own pictures and 


| those of other majors that had been 
' contracted. 


While some distributors are fight- 
ing to wipe out duals, others are not 
discouraging This is particu- 


+3 

, tnem. 
] rig } large 
cas iy of 


true of with 
programs and a goodly number of 
‘B’ pictures tailored for double bill- 
ing. 

The greater 
(Continued on page 14) 


companies 


the number of twin- 
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NW Allied Convention Forecasts 
Fight on %, Bowling Duals, Ete. 


Minneapolis, July 9 

When Northwest Allied this week 
(10-11) holds its convention to which 
all independent exhibitors have been | 
invited, the cry will be raised that, 
while theatres are doing their share 
for national defense, bowling alleys, 
which have been weaning many film 
patrons away, also should contribute 
instead of being allowed to escape 
the ‘defense tax.’ Even the fact that 
a number of the independents have 
embarked in the bowling business 
as a side line will not prevent the 
resolution’s adoption, according to 
present indications. 

Advance indications also are that 
the independents will fight for 25- | 
33% film rental reductions and the 
elimination of percentage ‘in order 
to prevent wholesale bankruptcies 
among independent exhibitors.’ As 
a means of accomplishing these goals 
the theatre owners will consider the 
organization of a film-buying group 
under Northwest Allied sponsorship. 
Another proposal is for an individual 
exhibitor strike against ‘offending’ 
companies. 

16 MM. Opposition 

The independents also are up in} 
arms because of 16 mm. ‘intrusion’ 
and will call upon major distributors 
to cease their distributions. Secre- 
tary Ashe claims that many of the 
major companies are distributing 
their features of comparatively re- 
cent theatre release in 16 mm. 
to non-theatrical accounts. These 
16 mm. features are being shown in | 
tents, night clubs, ete., and ed 
tute ‘unfair theatre opposition.’ c- | 
retary Ben Ashe asserts. 

With president W. A. Steffes re- 
tiring from active participation 
organization affairs, as well as re-| 
signing his office, because of ill | 
health, a bitter fight is in prospect | 
for control of the body. A high- | 
salaried executive secretary has been | 
proposed to run the organization and | 
Ashe, the acting secretary, has re- 
signed general manager of the 


in | 


' 


as 


Bennie Berger theatre circuit to be- | 


come a candidate for the post. 

Ashe will be opposed by Sol Lebe- 
doff, anti-Steffes insurgent, who 
charges that Ashe Steffes’ and 
Berger’s man and will continue pre- 
vious objectionable policies. Ashe 


is 


and those behind him wish to con-’ 


tinue the close national Allied States’ 
ties, while Lebedoff urges a sever- 
ance of those relations. The Lebe- 
doff program calls for no salaried 
secretary, district heads to govern 
the body, economical operations and 
low dues. If he loses his fight against 
Ashe it is indicated that he will try 
to form rival organization of in- 
dependents built along his proposed 
lines and devoting itself mainly to 
such local problems as film rentals, 
clearance, etc. 


a 


Scrap Over Officers 

A scrap is in prospect over the 
procedure to be followed. Some of 
the pro-Ashe crowd wants to restrict 
floor discussions and voting to paid- 
up Northwest Allied members. If 
this is done, Lebedoff and his fellow- 
insurgents would face certain defeat, 
it’s believed. However, Ashe him- 
self has expressed the belief that all 
independents should take part in the 
election of an executive secretary so 
that the latter would be a represen- 
tative choice and be able to enlist 
full support among the independents. 

Ashe is believed a sure winner and 
it indicated that E. L. Peaslee, 
Stillwater, Minn., exhibitor, 
vice-president, will be elected presi- 
dent to succeed Steffes. 


is 


Even some of the Steffes crowd 
fee] that the organization hasn't 
given enough attention to country 


exhibitors and the latter’s problems. 
but has confined its activities mainly 
to the Twin City situations. Also, 
some of them feel that the executive 
secretary should have no theatre 
connections whatsoever and they are 
lukewarm to Ashe because he owns 
a theatre. 

The exhibitors were prepared’ to 
set wheels in motion to run double 
features completely out of the terri- 
tory, to urge the reestablishment of 
arbitration, to reiterate a stand in 
favor of the Neely bill and to plan 
cooperation with the Federal gov- 
ernment in its divorcement suit 


against major distributors to the ex- | 


tent of sending a delegation to the 
tria! along with the witnesses who 
have been subpoenaed. Abram F. 
Myers, national Allied States’ gen- 
eral counsel, was expected 
present along with H. M. 
RKO executive, a former 
ficial. 


Richey, 


iwith pay and negotiations 
| with the engineers calling for a week | midwestern partners to discuss bud- 
‘get and general operating problems, 
| weekend session held here included 
}in attendance Sam Dembow, Jr., and 
|Leonard Goldenson from the Par 
| home office: John Balaban, operator 


| nual 


now | 


to be’ 


Allied of- | 
| writer option for one year. 





NY. Theatres, Stenchande 


Drawing Up New Contract 





A new contract between New 
York theatres and the stagehands, 


1, to run for two years and 
vacation with 


Local No. 
providing for a week’s 
pay starting this summer, is being 
drawn up following negotiations that 
have been successfully concluded. 
The agreement will embrace neigh- 
borhood as well as downtown film 
houses. Where relief men are used, 
the vacation to be given will be in 


accordance with the time put in over | 


PAR’S GENERAL 


the year. 

Same basic scale as before will 
prevail, running to a maximum of 
71.24 for heads of departments; 


$68.84 for electricians, and $63.50 for 
regular stagehands, all based on 
five-day week. Number of days put 
in by relief men varies. 

In providing for vacations, the 
theatres are to be provided with a} 
men to fill the shoes of the No. 1| 
members taking the week off and 1, | 


2 


where possible, department heads 
will move up second men to their 


| posts while they're away. 


Operators now get two weeks off | 
are on | 


off at established salary. 





Exhibs Plug Idea 


Of Taxing Radi 
Receiving Sets 





Minneapolis, July 9. 


CANADIAN BORDER RED 
TAPE DENTS DETROIT 


Detroit, July 9. 
new rigid border laws 





America’s 





requiring expensive passports and 
visas of most Canadians has dealt 
amusement biz here a severe blow. 


It came on top of the already high | 
resi- | 


discount nearby Windsor, Ont., 
dents had to take on their money— 
ranging from 20-22% recently. 
Typical of how the new law and | 
the discount has cut off Canadian | 
patronage was shown here Dominion | 
Day, equivalent of Americans’ Fourth 
of July when the across-the-river 
visiting usually was heavy. The Fox 
theatre ended the day with exactly 
$1 of Canadian money in its till in- 
stead of the usual $400 to $500 on | 
the Canadian holiday. 





ECONOMY MEET 
IN CHICAGO 


Chicago, July 9. 
Primarily a meeting of Paramount 





| . 
|}and Miami. 


Some of the exhibitor leaders here | 


are proposing a move to put radio 
opposition on the same defense tax 
footing as the theatres. They be- 
lieve that, especially if additional 
revenues must be raised, theatre ad- 
mission taxes should not be boosted 


, further until such a source as radio 


opposition is tapped. 

The proposal that these exhibitors 
have in mind is for a license or an- 
tax for radio owners similar 
to that which obtains in some of the 
European nations where the govern- 
ment operates the broadcasting. In 
effect, it’s pointed out, radio owners 
would pay a nominal sum for their 
radio entertainment—for the privi- 
lege of listening-in—just as they to 
pay for other amusement. 

It is known that some of the lead- 
ers in the movement have held con- 
eweneee with several Minnesota 
congressmen on the subject. The 
congressmen in question are report- 
ed to have looked favorably on the 
proposal. 


LOEW’S REGULAR DIVVY 

Regular quarterly dividend 
$1.62142 on the preferred stock 
declared last weck Loew 
tors at the meeting held 
day (3). 

Divvy pavable Aug. 15 
On record July 29. 


of 
was 
*s direc- 


Wednes- 


by 


to stock 





Studio Contracts 








Hollywood, July 9. 
Peggy Diggins drew a player con- 


tract at Warners. 


20th-Fox hoisted Lilyan Porter's 
player option. 

Ben Carter inked an actor deal at 
20th-Fox. 

Peter Christian Behn’s minor con- 
tract with Walt Disney approved by 


Superior court. 

Warners signed Joan Brodell to 
acting deal. 

Laird Cregar drew a player ticket 
at 20th-Fox. 

Warners handed player 
Anne Edmunds. 

Signe Hasso drew an acting part 
at RKO. 

Metro renewed 
cameraman. 

Donald Meek signed by Metro, 


an 


ticket to 


Robert Planck, 


Cornel Wilde inked player deal 
at Warners, 

Metro renewed Albert Mann- 
heimer’s writer ticket. 

Spanky McFarland’s new minor 


contract with Metro up for superior 
court approval. 


Warners lifted Robert Rossen’s 


‘of the B. & K. houses; John J. Friedl, | 
| who is in charge of the whole north- 
| West; Ear] Hudson, operator of the 
| Par Detroit string; Jules Rubens of 
‘Great States; and Sid Meyers, 
came up from Miami. 
Understood that plans are to be} 
set up for more stringent economy 
all down the line and arrangements 


who | 


carried out on several property | 
deals, notably invelving Minneapolis | 


Minority Stockholder | 
Suit vs. Con. Kayoed 


Minority 
Consolidated Film Industries, Inc., 
Republic Pictures Corp. of Delaware, 
Setay Co., Cajo Co. and officers and 


directors of Consolidated, including 
Herbert J. Yates, was dismissed | 
Wednesday (3) in N. Y. supreme 


court by Justice Carroll G. Walter. 
The suit, based on several causes of 


action, sought the recovery of ap- 
proximately $2,000,000, claiming 
waste and mismanagement, and | 


losses in various stock transactions. 

In his opinion Justice Walter cited 
that ‘with respect to Consolidated’s 
acquisition of the stock of both Cajo 
and Republic, the sole ground of 
attack, that such stock was not 
worth what Consolidated paid for it. 


is 


Manifestly, however, courts of 
equity, although alert to see that no 
fiduciary obligation is violated, do 
not sit as super-appraisers in cases 
of difference of opinion between 
minority stockholders, and_ their 
duly elected directors. The ques- 
tion here therefore, is not one of 
value, but one of good faith and dili- 
gence, and the court’s function is at 


an end when it sees that the direc- 
tors acted honestly and diligently 
and with an eve single to the best 
interests of the corporation.” The 
charge that the directors performed 
services for the subsidiary corpora- 
tion’s and should have been paid by 
them, rather than Consolidated, was 
dismissed with the remark that 
there was no evidence given to sup- 
port that charge 

In conclusion, 
clared, ‘Stockh< 


Justice Walter de- 
iiders of Consolidated 
other than the plaintiffs have not 
objected to any of the transactions 
here complained of, although hav- 
ing knowledge of the facts, and even 
the plaintiffs delayed their attack 
for a period of about two years, and | 
as neither fraud nor concealment 
here alleged or proved, the acqui- 
escence of the majority is conclu- 
sive upon the plaintiffs, complaint 
dismissed.’ 

Other Consolidated stockholders 
had brought other charges, which 
also were tossed out, the most im- 
portant of these complaining about 
the sale, for an alleged inadequate 
price, of the stock of the American | 
Record Corp. in 1938. This, and an- 
other feature of the action which 
charged losses through loans to Re- 
public, were declared by the court 
to hold no water, and the sale and | 
loans were made in the best interests | 


is 


i of Consolidated. 


Pec ne 


eae 


| shelters, and the musical acts can play the enemy’s peace overtures. 


| load of good laughs these days. 


stockholder suit against | _ 


US. Rennie Pushed Around 


convention. 


eR tte semen ie 


Lefty Has the War All Figured Out: 
Use B’ and ‘C’ Pix as Gas Bombs 


By Joe Laurie, Jr. 


Coolacres, Cal., July 9. 
Dear Joe: 

Well, since my operation I have been trying to take things easy as the 
doc told me to be careful especially of lifting anything heavy. Well, I 
just lifting the receipts every night and believe me they ain't very heavy. 

Everybody in this town is talking about war and nobody wants to go into 
the theatre to do any listening. Aggie has joined the Red Cross chapter 
here and is busy all day knitting and making bandages. Junior has a po \p- 
gun and is banging away at everything and everybody, making forts outta 
chairs and tables. Our Legion post here is very active, and we drill nearly 
every day. When some of the old boys bend their knees you'd think ; 
crackers are going off, but it’s only their bones. We stand at attention but 
our uniforms are ‘at ease.’ After the drilling is over we go to the ‘bottle’ 
instead of the battle and ‘chew the fat’ for free lunch. 

I herded all the im-mature actors of the town and put on a big show for 
the Red Cross and refugees and the place was jammed, and at raised prices ] 
too. It’s funny that everybody wants a show for their dough when they 
give to charity. After listening to some of the local talent I dug up I almost 
became a refugee myself, but I had to sti@: around and watch the box- 
office. It seems that friends and relatives take pleasure in seeing their 
friends and relatives make a show of themselves, and pay money for it, 
too. Aggie sez they come just to have something on ’em for the rest of 
their lives. After the show there were over 20 guys enlisted; I guess they 
figured war couldn't be any worse. ° 

Speaking about war and preparedness for this country it gives show 
people a great chance to help, especially the vaudeville folks. For instance 
if all the hoofers would send in their ‘taps’ off their dancing shoes to Uncle 
Sam, he’d have tons of scrap iron for munitions. The understanders of 
acrobatic acts can be trained to catch parachuters on their shoulders as 
they come down and bréak their legs. We can put all the harmony singing 
trios together and use them as sirens, and they also would frighten the 
enemy. Get all the sopranos together that can hit the high C’s and have 
hem do harbor patrol duty. And use the bass singers as depth bombs. 
The red-nosed comics can form a regiment of slapstickers, hit the enemy 
with slapsticks that shoot, and besides causing a lot of damage they would 
also get laughs. 


fire- 





Strippers As Advance Guard 
The strip-tease gals can act as advance guard and get the enemies minds 
off the battle; juggiers can juggle hand-grenades; sharpshooting acts can be 
used as snipers; the picture producers can donate their B and C pictures 
to be used instead of gas bombs; midget acts can act as spies among the 
enemies’ children; the exhibitors can give their red ink as blood trans- 
fusions; we can use the hearts of radio advertising executives for bomb 


We'd still have a terrific reserve of monologists, mimics, sister acts, 
sketches and animal acts which can take bows after it’s all over. If they 
used theatre dressing rooms for barracks, and the stage for a drill ground, 
I know a lot of actors would be glad to enlist—if they didn’t have to do it 
through an agent. 

To make things worse, we're in for a couple of weeks of politicians 
throwing word grenades at us every 15 minutes on the radio. It's too bad 
that guys like Freddy Allen and Jack Benny aye off the air; we can use a 
SEZ 





Your pal, 


Lefty. 


P. S—Goodman Ace sez, ‘A girl's word of honor ‘NO’, 


+ EO Sieg 5% 


On All Fronts, Foreign and Domestic 





Coverage of European conflict by , handling newsreel relations for the 

U. S. newsreel presently is merely | Republican campaign committee. Ail 

a matter of getting the material | this fuss over television may resu't 
provided by the British government! in concerted action by the reels 
newsreelers. All the newsreels had | because they claim to be servi ig 
been ousted from France and Nazi-| some 72,000,000 patrons weekly as 
| dominated territory, with bulk of | compared with less than 5.000 tele- 
crews and officials due back in U. S. | vision sets in usage. 

this week. Nazi military camera- ———$$__—_—____ 

men are doing the coverage. Spain 

has a tight censorship. U S CLAIMS SABATINI 

A few newsreel clips are avail- et 

able from the Balkans but no ships OWES 108, 19] TAXES 

are obtainable for regular’ ship- $ 
ments. German rule also has halted a 
any material from Scandinavian . 
countries unless the American reel A tax lien for $108,191 was served 
See : i seca on Monday (8) on author Rafael ] 
wants to accept Nazi coverage. Sabatini. a number ms we 
None has lately. cng nase = Sot seven 

hota have been filmed. WN. Y. federal 

An additional headache for the court lien was filed by James J. i 
newsreel executives is the report Hoey, Collector of Internal Revenue 
that Brazil will not permit U. S. for the southern district of N. Y. It } 
reels to show anti-Nazi or anti- 


represents an unpaid income tax of 
$92,286 plus $15,905 interest due on 
earnings from 1922-1929, and from 
1931-1935. 


British material. Action reputedly 
is thus taken to maintain strict neu- 
trality in that country. 


An additional encroachment of ‘Scaramouche,’ taken from Saba- 
coverage by American newsreel] tini’s novel of that name, was a b.0. 
crews is reported in Japan, where Smash in the mid-1920s, as was “The 
all newsreel activities were con- | Sea Hawk,’ filmed both in silent and 
sdlidated under the Domej Service, | talker versions. 
semi-official Nipponese news agency. ~ — 

Rule is that newsreel companies " e 2 
must buy material from this mo- Nick, W eston Indictment 
nopoly. . » 
Political Spot Goes to Bat Around Aug. od 
As if this wasn’t enough trouble St. Louis, July 9. 


for one week, 
pointed out 


newsreel editors also 


John P. Nick and Clyde A. Weston, 
that they have been 


former heads of IATSE, Loca] No. 


shoved about on the domestic front. | 143, recently indicted by the U. S. 
| At a recent battleship launching, | grand jury here on Federal anti- 
they discovered usual choice camera racketeering charges, probably will 
positions occupied by  teievision | go to bat on Aug. 5 before U. S. Dis- 
crews. Where they were held up 12 | trict Judge John Caskie Collet. Last 


hours by naval censoring, of course, 


3 | week the judge announced that the 
television material went through un- 


defense would have until today (10) 


hindered. in which to file all motions and they 
Newsreelers also were consider- | will be heard 10 days later. In the , 
ably irked by the attempt of the event al] are overruled the case will \ 


television boys to grab off best lo-'! 
cations at the Philadelphia G. O. P. | 
They claim that only 
| quick action by Alyn Butterfield, 
formerly with Pathe and Universal, 
gave them a break. Butterfield is 


start in August. | 

A plea of Sigmund Bass, defense | 
counsel, that the settings be deferred ( 
to permit further study of the anti- 
racketeering act, passed in 1934, was 
,hixed by the court, 


I FE 
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Spicy 16 mm. Films Cause Pa. Censors 


To 0.0. Them First; Ditto Jukebox Pix 





Philadelphia, July 9. 
The Pennsylvania Board of Mo- 


4 





| Not That Bored 


tion Picture Censors on Saturday | 


(6) served notice on distributors and 
exhibs of 16 mm. films that here- 
after none will be allowed to be 
shown unless they have the ap- 
proval of the pic-ganderers and pay 
the regular $2-per-reel censor fees. 
At the same time the board inti- 
mated that the same stand. would 
be taken on the question of nickel- 
in-the-slot machines as soon as they 
make an appearance in the State. 
The showing of 16 mm. films, 
mostly in upstate drive-in theatres, 
amusement parks, taprooms, etc., 
has been worrying exhibs in the 
area. Some of the 16 mm. pix have 
been on the salacious side, and the 
action of the censors will put some 


of the tavern-shows out of business. | 
The slot-machine gadget distribu- | 


tors are expected to be socked with 
State and municipal taxes as soon 
as they start in business here. 

The State already has a $25 an- 
nual levy on all automatic amuse- 


ment devices (pinball machines, slot- | 


machine phonographs, etc.). The 
tax on the pix machines are ex- 
pected to be even higher. In addi- 
tion the Philly city council, deep in 
the red, has been reported readying 
an ordinance taxing 
pix. The Council has hit the satura- 
tion point, as far as ordinary sources 


of taxes go, and have been on the} 


lookout for a new revenue-producer. 
The pix gadgets look like a natural, 
they say 


$400,000 Foreclosure 
Brings Receivership 
For Carman, Philly 


Philadelphia, July 9 

U. S. District Court Judge George 
Welsh on Wednesday (3) appointed 
three receivers for the Carman thea- 
tre, North Philly vaudfilmer, with 
authority to continue operation of 
the house pending the foreclosure of 
a $400,000 mortgage or other meas- 


ures to conserve interest of bond- 
holders. Those appointed are Jay 
Emmanuel, George McHugh and 


Norman P. Fernon. Legal property 
to the $1,000,000 house, built in 1928, 
is in the name of George T. Graves, 
but the real owner, it is claimed, is 
his father-in-law, William C. Car- 
man, of Ventnor, N. J. 

Judge Welsh’s action was taken 
with the consent of both Graves and 
Carman The suit asking the 
ceivership was filed a year ago by 
three bondholders living in Wil- 
mington They asserted their in- 
vestments were jeopardized by de- 
faults in interest payments to the 
Sinking fund and failure of Graves 
to pay bonds at maturity. 

Graves and William Ackley, man- 
ager of the house, will continue in 
charge of its operation under the 
supervision of the receivers. 


re- 


Harold Smith, Hays Rep 


In Europe, Due Home 


Harold Smith, Hays office repre 
sentative in Europe, -stationed 
p - ; . 

Faris, is due in this week from L 


itl 


bon 


He been recalled from his 
European assignment until further 
notice because U. S. majors haven't 
sufficient business to keep him busy 
Furthermore, Smith was interested 
In getting his family safely estab- 
lished in this country. 


Garfield Chore Switched 


Hollywood, July 9 
John Garfield switched from ‘Fi- 
€sta in Manhattan’ to ‘East of the 
River’ as his next starrer at War- 
hers, slated to roll July 15 as Har- 
lan Thompson’s first producer job 
On the lot. Raoul Walsh directs. 


‘Fiesta,’ shifts te ‘River’ with Gar- 
field, 


has 





slot-machine | 


Ida Lupino, originally assigned to_ 


Los Angeles, July 9. 
John Miller’s feelings, which 
he claimed were wounded $20,000 
when he saw the short, ‘Your 
Town,’ are still unassuaged. 
Judge Thomas C. Gould tossed 
the case out of Superior court 
without leave to amend. 
Plaintiff had used Fox West 
Coast Theatres, operator of the 
Alexandria, Glendale, where the 
film was shown. He claimed he 
had paid for entertainment and 
was bored. 


‘Lanuck’s Sale of 1,000 
20-Fox Highlights SEC 
Report on Stock Deals 


Washington, July 9. 
Sale of 1,000 shares of 20th 
| Century-Fox common by Darryl F. 
Zanuck highlighted Securities & Ex- 
change Commission's latest report on 
insider’s transactions, which  un- 
cloaked dealings in paper of eight 











film concerns. Semi-monthly re- 
capitulation issued ‘Tuesday (9) 


showed, as far as scope of market 
operations were concerned, May was 
| the liveliest month this year for 
ground floor occupants of picture 
enterprises. 

Zanuck’s block was dumped May 
22, leaving him with 92,130 pieces 
of common. He also has 21,946 
shares of preferred. 

Other transactions were: 

Universal Corp.—Nathan J. Bium- 
berg got rid of 500 voting trust cer- 
tificates, keeping 13,000 in addition 
to his 10,000 warrants. Preston 
Davie picked up 200, swelling his 
' batch to 2,200 certificates. He also 
has a finger in Standard Capital Co., 
which accounts for 26,500 of the 
proxies and 111,283 warrants. 
Columbia — Abraham Schneider, 
engaging in more May operations 
than other film figure, gained 
504 pieces of common by the ex- 
change route, and bought another 
800 tickets in five transactions spread 
over 12 days. His acquisition of 1,304 
shares gives him 1,404 now, and his 
swap of certificates deletes his hold- 


any 


g of this paper. In addition, 
Schneider has 7,500 warrants. 

General Theatres Equipment—Ed- 
ward C. Delafield picked up 100 
pieces of the no-par-value paper, 
Farle G. Hines 500 and R. B. Larue 
100. Gives Hines 1,500, Larue 500, 
and Delafield 100. 

Loew’s Boston Theatres — Making 
biggest buy in many months, the 
parent company, Loew’s, Inc., con- 
tinued acquisition of the offspring 


, and took over 17,067 share of com- 
mon, one block accounting for 17,058 
of the net gain. Now the top con- 
cern has 117,406 shares. 

- Thomas 
pieces 

top 


P. Loach 
of common, 
of his 6,173 


Monogram 
up 300 
him 700 


picked 


Piv on 


neg 
opt ons 
] 


Paramount G. Harris 
nurchased 800 common tickets, boost- 


ing his stake to 1,000. His portfolio | 
also contains 200 shares of second | 
preferred 

Trans-Lux Corp Robert Daine 


| peddled 200 shares of common, cut- 
ting his interest to 2,800. 


Coast Houses Collect 


$39,270 for Charities 


Los Angeles, July 9. 

Charles P. Skouras handed over 
$19,635 to American Legion of Cali- 
fornia, representing 50% of the re- 
cent collections 
theatres for the double benefit of the 
Will Rogers Memorial and the Le- 
| gion relief fund, 
| Of this sum, $16,554 came from 
the Coast houses and $3,081 from in- 
| dependent theatres. 


in 


. 


Fox-West Coast | 


Picket Lines Removed After 


Contact Agrees to 
and Screen Writers Reach 


Tentative Understanding 





AD ARTISTS BACK 





Hollywood, July 9. 
Strike of employees at Central 
| Casting Corp. has been called off. 


Workers returned to their jobs yes- 
terday (Monday), following an agree- 
ment to remove picket lines if Pat 
Casey would sit in on negotiations 


and the American Federation of 
Office Employees. Arbitration will 
start this week on differences be- 
scales, 


with pay. 


arrived from New York, where he 
discussed the situation with interna- 


deal had been set for return of the 
workers to their jobs. A producer 





CASEY IN 24-HOUR CLEANUP 





CENTRAL CASTING Exhibs Still Masterminding New 
CTAIKE AT ENO) 10% Defense Tax’ Levy So As Not 


To Leave Them With Less Net Admish 


Three Weeks When Labor. 
Sit 


in Arbitration—Producers | 


tween two groups on minimum wage | 
hours for casting directors | 
and demand for two weeks’ vacation | 


and aid in ‘furthering a settlement’ | 
of differences between the producers | 


| 


| 
| 
| 
| 


‘Less than 24 hours after Casey had | 


tional heads of the studio unions, a 


committee headed by E. J. Mannix, | 


Metro general manager, and Fred 
Pelton had been dickering with the 
union for three weeks, and had final- 
ly appealed to Casey by long-dis- 
tance telephone when it became ap- 
parent the strike might spread to 
the studios and tie up production. 
The contact between Casey and 
Elma Goodwin, prexy of the AFOE, 


Picture Painters Local 644. Although 
Local 644 is not affiliated with the 
Central Labor Council, which had 
endorsed the walkout, Sorrell had 
announced his members would 
cross-the picket lines if the strike 
(Continued on page 18) 


SAG LICENSES 
FOR AGENTS 
IN EAST 


Screen Actors Guild has started 


chising of agents in New York who 
deal in picture talent. Application 
time was set for July 5-Aug. 5, with 
the deadline for all such 10%ers te 
be licensed set at Aug. 20. 

Like the agreement between SAG 
and the agents on the Coast, SAG 
licensing of agents in New York 
calls for 1% of the reps’ gross com- 
missions from pcture-t alent deals to 





go to the SAG However, because 
| there’s admittedly less business of 
j; that type done in N. Y. than on 
ithe Coast, SAG has lowered the 
| minimum agents’ fees to the union 
| from $50 yearly to $25 Mrs. Flor- 

ence Marston, eastern SAG rep, is 


| handling the N. Y. licensing She 
expects around 125 applications. 

All of SAG’s sister unions in the 
Associated Actors & Artistes of 


America have passed resolutions that 
their members will not permit film 
deals to go through any agent not 
| franchised by SAG. 


| Van Schmus in Hosp 


W. G. Van Schmus, managing di- 
rector of the Music Hall and Center, 
|N. Y., and director of Rockefeller 
Center, is in St. Luke’s h 
N. Y., following an operation for an 
internal disorder. Reported doing 
all right. 

About a’ year ago Van Schmus was 
suffering from a heart ailment which 
has entirely righted itself. 





Spital, 





was arranged by Herbert Sorrell, 
business representative of Moving | 





Fun at the Opry 





An eastern independent chain, 
operating 35 theatres, reports 
one of its managers had to sub- 
due a fist-fight on account of the 
new tax. 

It was between two patrons. 
One came up to the boxoffice 
and refused to pay a 3c tax ona 
30c ticket, whereupon the patron 
behind him, after explanation 
had been made it was all for 
American defense, told the man 
he should pay it. When the ar- 
gument against paying the tax 
began to get a little hot, the im- 
patient patron behind suggested 
he was probably a Bundite and 
the fun began. 


Rep’s Takes» of Its 
St. L. Exchange Makes 








16th for H.0. Operation 


St. Louis, July 9. 

Nat Steinberg and Barney Rosen- 
thal, co-@6wners of the local Republic 
Pictures franchise which covers east- 
ern Missouri and southern Illinois, 
disposed of their holdings last week 
at a New York powwow and the lo- 
cal branch, to be operated by a sub- 
sidiary corporation organized sev- 
eral months ago, is the 16th acquired 
by the parent company in key cities. 
Steinberg will continue as manager 
but Rosenthal, a vet in the midwest, 
has temporarily resigned to vacation 


| for two or three months. 


not |; 


Upon his return here after relax- 
ing Rosenthal will determine whether 
he will Détome associated with the 
Republic exchange or engage in some 


| other business, Steinberg and Rosen- 


| national 


| up 


: | of 
the machinery rolling for the fran- | 


turned 


thal 
years 
ager 
man. 
field 


worked together for 
ago with Rosenthal the man- 
and Steinberg the ace sales- 
Later they entered the indie 
as partners, separated but re- 
after a brief period. When 
Republic Pictures began attracting 
attention the partners 
yuired the local franchise 
business to 


1 produeers 


best 


territory. 


of the 
in this 


the 


iden 


one 


diy 


Loy to Butte, Mont. 

Butie, Mont., July 9 
E. M. Loy becomes branch man- 
ager for Republic here as successor 
to Bob Boomer, 
distribution to devote 
time to theatre interests which he 
has in Montana. Loy was formerly 
in sales with Paramount and 20th in 

Denver and Salt Lake territories. 
The Rep Butte exchange is part of 
the J. T. Sheffield group of fran- 

chised branches in the northwest. 


Wilkie Bioff’s Move For 


Release Again Set Back 
Chicago, July 9 

W Bioff A | have to erve out 

th to entencts Thi was 

indicated last week when Chief Jus- 


tice John Prystalski of the Criminal 
Court denied a petition for a writ 
of habeas corpus as filed by Bioff’s 
new attorney, Walter Butler. 
Petition stated that original charges 


against Biéff in the pandering case | 


xf 1922 were based on defective in- 
formation, particularly in that there 
was no proof that Bioff knew that 
$29 took were the earnings 
of a prostitute. 


the hea 
iif aie 


Judge Prystalski threw out the pe- 
ition quickly, making it unnecessary 
for Assistant States Attorneys James 
Cunningham and Walter McCoy to 
present any arguments against the 
petition, though they came to court 
prepared. 


7. 


Universal | 


ac- | 
and built 


who is stepping out | 
his entire | 


—_———___ 


Theatre operators, in states that 
have a local tax as well as those 
which haven't, are juggling their 
scales following the imposition of a 
10% Federal tax from 2lc up, with 
many reported to be in a quandary 
as to how to adjust admissions to 
meet the emergency. All houses had 
five days to prepare collecting the 
tax, and while the great majority 
simply added the tax onto present 
| boxoffice prices, much mastermind- 
| ing of arithmetic tables is following 
in the wake of that move. 

Exhibitors are trying to figure out 
how they can best rearrange their 
prices so that the tax added to ad- 
mission scales does not leave them 
with a smaller net price than before, 
after bookkeeping is taken into ac- 
count. Thus, in some cases the pen- 
cils and paper are bringing out odd 
figures such as 31 or 41, 22, 27, 47, 
etc. It doesn’t stop here, but also 
is>taking in fractions of cents, with 
a view to figuring out how even 
amounts can be arrived at to avoid 
the handling of too many pennies. 
Dubious as to this being practical or 
possible unless some way of frac- 
tional absorption is figured. 

The general tendency seems to be 
not to take advantage of the tax at 
the b. o. since it is in the nature of 
national defense, and everything in 
| the other direction on the part of 
the theatre operator would be un- 
patriotic. 

When scales have settled down to 
| a permanent state, it is believed that 
more theatres will increase from the 
20c exemption figure than those that 
come down from 25 or 30c to that 
level to escape payment of the new 
Fed levy. 

The Independent Theatre Owners 
of Ohio, which has been keeping ex- 
hibitors closely advised on the tax 
|} matter, hopes that ‘theatre owners 
will cooperate *with the Government 
| by adding the tax to all admissions 
of 2le or more’ 

Where it is possible to do so, the 
ITO of Ohio also urges that those 
houses which are charging 20c will 
increase the price to 22c and collect 
3c tax for a total of 25c to the pa- 
tron and ‘thus do their share to- 

helping our country in this 





wards 
emergency.’ 

Some exhibs mulling a price 
like 27c, which with sary 
tax would bring the total to the fan 


are 


the nece 


(Continued on page 16) 


Par Executives Would 
Continue Round-Table 


| Talks with Trade Press 


A round-table discussion between 


top Paramount executives and rep- 
resentatives of the trade press may 
be held every two months or so for 
| exchange of information, ideas, etc. 
A few weeks Ifo, when Y. Frank 
Freeman wa n tl east. such a 
luncheon, running three hours, was 
held with Barney -Balaban, Neil F. 
Agnew, J. J. Unger, Charlie Reagan, 
Oscar Morgan, Bob Gillham and Al 
Wilkie attending in addition to Free- 
man Problems and pl ins were 
frankly and openly discussed 


That Diploma’s Good For 
A Writing Job at Metro 


Hollywood, July 9. 

Nine new scribes, most of them 
collegers, matriculated in Metro’s 
junior writing department with hopes 
of making the varsity. 

Freshmen are Jean  Rouverol, 
Stanford co-ed and daughter of Au- 
rania Rouverol, literary mother of 
the Hardy family; David Sheppard 
and Edward C. K. Read, Harvard; 
William Stucky, Yale; Robert Min- 
ton, Princeton; Marvin Borowsky, 
Stephen Callahan, James H. Hill and 
i Russell Rouse. 
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Buffalo Officials Ganging Up On 


Theatres; Exchange News Briefs 


Buffalo, July 9. 

They’re thinking up new ways to 
pile on grief for local amusement) 
entrepreneurs, Buffalo's Public | 
Works Commissioner has just begun 
a detailed survey by three flying| 
squads composed of police, fire and | 
building inspectors covering the | 
town’s 600 theatres, skating rinks, | 
dance halls, taverns and other places 
where people gather after dark, 

The personnel of each squad con- 
tains a representative of the police 
department, the city license division, 
fire prevention service and depart- | 
ment of public works. They Will } 
work nights making a complete in- | 
spection and checkup of attendance | 


at each spot, floor space, number of | 
exits, license compliance and struc- 
tural features, with a probable re-| 
vision of city ordinances in prospect. | 
' 
| 
| 
| 


While the Public Works Commis- 
sioner stated the inspection was 
chiefly to gather information, he 


added the stinger that if any serious 
violations were uncovered, arrests 
would follow. 

Seneca, formerly operated’ by 
Gammel Circuit, taken over by Sol 
Raives who also operates Oakdale. 

James, Syracuse, closed for sum- 
mer by James Constantino. 

Community, Solvay, N. Y., sold. 

Joyland, Springville, reopened 
after remodeling, continuing opera- 
tion under Peter Biferella. 

James O'Shea, son of Metro Dis- 
trict manager E. K. O'Shea, learning 
exhibition end of business at Shea’s 
Buffalo under supervision of William 
Brett of Shea-Paramount chain. 





Hampton’s Shift 


Spartanburg, S. C., July 9. 

Nelson Hampton, former manager | 
of State, Wilby-Kincey’s new local 
house, has assumed his duties as pro- 
motion man for Spartanburg Herald- 
Journal. Resignation was effect July | 
1. Clyde Wooten. formerly manager 
of Rialto, Danville. Va2., 





during summer. Meanwhile, Jimmie 
Cartledge, former manager of Caro- 
lina at Lexington, N. C., has taken 
over State. Buddy Turner, formerly 
assistant manager Carolina and State 
here, has resigned. Will reenter the- 
atre business later. 

W. C. O’Shields has opened new 
Tucapu, S. C., house. 


Carl Glick, New York, resigned as | 


manager cf Town, Columbia, S. C. 
Frederick Coe, Nashville, Tenn., suc- 
ceeds, 
North Carolina Theatres, Inc., re- 
building Carolina at Hendersonville. 
Strand has installed new cooling 
system. Suvern Allen in manager. 
New sound equipment installed at 
State. 
Fishman’s New One 
Bridgeport, July 9. 
Fishman Theatres, 
of Community, Fairfield, have bought 
a large plot in same town for site 
of another theatre, to be used for 
screen and stage shows. 
on Boston ‘Post Road. 


SHEEAN’S ORIG YARN 


MAY YET BE FILMED, 


autobiography, 
may yet be 
Wanger started to 


Vincent Sheean’s 
“Personal History,’ 
filmed. Walter 


scheduled | 
to join local W-K managers’ staff | 


Inc., operators | 


Property's 





-_—---= 





Get Together Boys 


San Francisco, July 9. 

Dan McLean drawing consid- 
erable comment with his ‘no 
war’ poster at the Embassy. 
Lobby frame reads, ‘We do not 
show war news. Read your paper 
or listen to the radio for war de- 
velopments.’ In smaller 


theatre is a place for relaxation 
and enjoyment and has no place 
for the horrors of battle.’ 

Next door, Strand plugging 
‘Wars News’ on marquee. 








TATSE MOVING IN ON 


JUKE-BOX PICTURES 


Chicago, July 9. 
Motion Picture Machine Operators 
Union, a local of the International | 
Alliance of Theatrical Stage Em- 
ployes, has taken official cognizance 
of the coming motion picture music 
machines, and has informed all local 





| distributors that the union expects 
| to place its men on the operation 


job on these machines. 

John Brown, chief exec of the op- 
erators union, has stated that while 
no terms have been decided upon, 
the union expects its members to 
have supervision over operation of 
from five to eight machines per man. 

Intra-union problem may be en- 
countered on this, since the present 
record juke boxes are being serviced 
in many parts of the country by 
members of the International Bro- 
therhood of Electrical Workers, but 
it is understood that settlement will 
be made to smooth out these juris- 
dictional claims between the IATSE 
and the IBEW. 





Pittsburgh, July 9. 

According to Lawrence’ Katz, 
|IATSE rep in this district, his or- 
| ganization will demand that its men 
|be placed in charge of servicing 
'those new coin-in-box sound films. 
| Katz is in conference with union of- 
|ficials arranging to put maintenance 
|men into action as soon as ma- 
|chines are installed. 

| When it was pointed out to him 
; that musicians union has no control 
|over places where there are juke- 
boxes, Katz said this was different 
and that IATSE has complete juris- 
diction over anything using films 
| for profit. 


| 


U STOCKED UP WITH 
$5,000,000 IN FILMS 


Hollywood, July 9. 

With 10 pictures for the 1940-41 
program practically completed, five 
in production and two more ready to 
start within a week, Universal will 
have about $5,000,000 invested in the 
new season’s product before the end 
of this month. 

Virtually ready for release are 
i\*‘When the Daltons Rode,’ ‘A Little 
Bit of Heaven,’ ‘Argentine Nights,’ 
| Slightly Tempted,’ ‘South of Ka- 
ranga,’ ‘I’m Nobody’s Sweetheart 


| 
| 
| 
| 


copy, | 
display explains, ‘We believe a_ | 


‘MARYLAND’ STARS AT 
| BALTIMORE PREMIERE 


| Baltimore, July 9. 
Hollywood film stars arrived here 


‘today (Tuesday) to take part in the | 
the | 


with 
20th-Fox 


connection 
‘Maryland,’ 


in 


of 


} program 
| premiere 


! film about thoroughbred hunters, to- | 
New and | 
included | 


in the 
Arrivals 


| morrow evening 
Center theatres. 
Tyrone Power, Brenda Joyce and 
Nancy Kelly. They will be guests 
tonight at a dinner given by Alfred 
G. Vanderbilt at Sagamore Farms, 
'Gov. Herbert R. O’Connor has in- 
vited them to the executive man- 
sion at Annapolis. Richard Greene 
was unable to come east. 

Homeoffice officials expected for 
the premiere are Herman Wobber, 
who has returned from the west 
Coast; Charles E, McCarthy and 
William Sussman. 

Misses Joyce and Kelly will be in 
New York Friday to attend the 
opening of the film at the Roxy 
theatre. Power planes directly to 
the Coast from here. 





GOLDWYN VS. UA 


CONTINUES ON 
2 FRONTS 


- 





The numerous motions in Samuel 
Goldwyn and Goldwyn, Inc., against 
United Artists Corp., London Film 
Productions, Ltd., and Alexander 
Korda were decided Friday (5), by 
Judge Vincent L. Leibell in N. Y. 
federal court whose decisions split 
the requests pretty well down the 
middle. The producer and 20% 
owner of UA seeks to break his dis- 
| tribution contract with the company 
' which was a 10-year document, until 
| 1945 to run. 
| Judge Leibell first dismissed Gold- 
|wyn’s complaint on a technieality, 
| but immediately gave him the right 
| to restate his charges in 20 days. UA 





|had claimed that the original com-| 
|plaint stated three charges all jum-| 


; bled into one. The judge agreed with 
this view, and stated that Goldwyn 
| must, in separate causes, state first 
lan action for an injunction to re- 
istrain UA from interfering with 


| Goldwyn in his attempt to secure 


| 


his distribution contract for an ac- 


|counting by UA under the ‘favored’ | 


producer clause, and include in this, 

his action for $54,559 allegedly due 

under that contract. Later 

state a cause of action seeking dam- 

ages for the alleged interference 
] 


with the distribution of ‘The West- | 


| erner.’ 
Next application by UA to strike 


| 


‘certain portions of the complaint | 


was both allowed and disallowed. 
The first point was a report to strike 
that part which dealt with 
provisions of the Cinematograph 


Films Act of England, which is al- 
leged as inducing a contract. This 


the judge denied, finding that it was 
a proper part of the complaint. He 
did order stricken out that part 
the action which charged that 
|lationships between Goldwyn 


re- 
and 


picturize it last winter, but he had | Now,’ ‘The Mummy’s Hand,’ ‘Margie,’ | UA to be a fidicuary one. 


it rewritten repeatedly with chang- | ‘Winners of the West,’ and a serial, | 


ing events in Europe until he 
suddenly found himself not with the 
Sheean story at all, but wih an 
original. 


History’ title off and called it ‘For- 
eign Correspondent.’ It’ll be released 
by United Artists in the fall. 

Now Wanger has come to the re- 
alization that he still has an excel- 


lent story in Sheean’s book and has | 


schedule in its 
probable that 
rewriting job 


again put it on his 
original form. It’s 
not such a thorough 


as Charles Bennett and Joan Harri- | 


son’s will done on the second 


start. 


be 


| ‘Junior G-Men.’ 
| Currently in work are the Deanna 
| Durbin starrer, ‘Spring Parade?’ 


| ‘Ragtime Cowboy Joe’ and ‘Seven 
Sinners,’ starring Marlene Dietrich. 
| Slated to start next week are ‘Fire- 
man Save My Child’ and ‘Where Did 
| You Get That Girl.’ 


‘Ed Stein Leaves Goldwyn 
| Who’s Doing Gen’] Axing 


Samuel Goldwyn, who has long let 
it be known that he intends to pro- 


|lars was denied, Judge Leibell de- 
claring, ‘The allegations may be 
| quite general, but I do not believe 


So he took the ‘Personal | ‘Hired Wife,’ “The Leather Pushers,’| that they are so ambiguous and 


vague as to be incapable of answer. 
| ‘On the other hand,’ continued the 
judge, ‘the particulars sought are 
most specific, the derfiands being 
more in the nature of proposed in- 
terrogatories.’ The judge concluded 
this portion by suggestions that UA 


secure its answers by means of in-}| 


terrogatories. 

As to the request of Korda and 
London Films for a dismissal of the 
complaint, Judge Leibell decided 


‘History,’ if Wanger goes through | duce no more pictures until both|that since no relief was sought 
with it, will probably be the third | world conditions and his private bat- | against them, he would grant that 
or fourth production on his future ' tle with United Artists resolve them- | application. Attorneys for Goldwyn 


schedule. Other stories which 
owns are ‘So Gallantly Gleaming,’ 


duce operating expenses last week. 


he | Selves, took one further step to re- | had admitted in court that no relief 


| 


;}was sought against Korda, but in 


‘Life of Col. Fremont’ and ‘Dynasty | He released Edwin C. Stein, who has view of the Federal court’s Delaware 
of Death.’ Latter is a flaying of mu-/| served for about eight months as | decision, which requested they be in- 


nitions makers and will probably be 
postponed in light of current events, 
it is understood. 

Wanger is expected in New York 


about Aug. 1 with prints of ‘Cor- 
respondent’ and ‘Long 
Home,’ which John Ford made 
under his banner. His 


|New York p. a. Stein joined Jules ; cluded, both Korda and his company | 


| Levey yesterday (Tuesday) to do 
‘promotion and publicity on ‘Boys 
| from Syracuse.’ 

| With virtually all of his players. 
studios, 


to other Goldwyn 


business | understood also ready to relinquish | witnesses. 
1 


| were named in this action. 

| Despite the dismissal of the action 
| against Korda and London Films, the 
|court ordered their examination be- 


Voyage directors and technicians loaned out | fore trial as sought by Goldwyn on 
is now}|the grounds that they are material | 


The judge stated, ‘I am 


exhibition or distribution elsewhere. | 
| Secondly, he must state an action on | 


| 
he must | 


certain | 


of | 


UA’s request for a bill of particu- | 








Cleric’s OK 


An eastern exhibitor didn't 
date ‘Strange Cargo’ due to fears 
of opposition and bans against 
it, but was told he'd have to pay 
for it. 

A local priest, backing up the 
exhib, went to the Metro ex- 
change to insist that the exhib 
be freed from having to pay for 
the unplayed film. Metro, in 
turn, urged the priest to see the 
film. He okayed it immediately 
and said he’d advise his congre- 
gation to go to see it. 


RUBINGER HEADS WB 
MIDWEST PUBLICITY 


Kansas City, July 9. 

Monroe Rubinger leaves the pub- 
licity department of the Warner 
Kansas City exchange for Chicago 
where he'll be in charge of publicity 
for the midwest division. Territory 
comprises Milwaukee, Minneapolis, 
St. Louis, Omaha, Des Moines, K. C., 
Memphis and Indianapolis. He re- 
places Fred Bartow, resigned. As- 
sistant to Rubinger with offices in 
K. C. will be Martin Weiser, -~who 
comes in from the Coast where he 
was assistant to Sam Clark in Los 
Angeles. 

Bob Haley returns to Chi for RKO 
with the closing of the Orpheum 
here. Previously was manager in 
1939, and returned recently to relieve 
Lawrence Lehman who has since 
been under doctor's care. 

















tion at such time as Korda may be 
in N. Y. City. He should produce 
such of the documents requested as 
are in his possession, or in the pos- 
session of the American companies 
involved. If any of the records are 
priveleged, or if the examination is 
so conducted as to pry into the busi- 
ness secrets of Korda’s companies, he 








|may then appeal to the court for 
| aid. 
Partial Victory 
Philadelphia, July 9. 
The United States Circuit Court 


lof Appeals on Tuesday (2) gave a 
| partial victory to Samuel Goldwyn 
in his suit against United Artists in 
| which he is seeking to be released 
from a distribution contract which 
| has five years to run. The Appellate 
| tribunal, in a decision read by Judge 
John Biggs, Jr., overruled the Dis- 
| trict Court of Delaware which dis- 
missed Goldwyn’s case last Dec. 28 
on the grounds that Galdwyn failed 


ito include Douglas Fairbanks and | 
| Alexander Korda and their respec- 


tive corporations as ‘necessary par- 
ties’ to the case. 

The Circuit Court declared that 
Fairbanks, Korda, London Films and 
| the Elton Corp. (Fairbanks’ 
pany), were ‘neither 

nor necessary parties’ to the suit. The 
| Circuit Court, in sending the case 


back to the lower court for a re- 
hearing, advised Judge John P. 
Nields of that court to watch what 


|evidence is presented in a separate 
suit brought in New York by Gold- 
| wyn against UA, Korda and London 
Films. 

Goldwyn, in his original suit 
against UA, charged that the com- 
pany had committed a breach of 
contract by consenting to the forma- 
tion of a separate producing com- 
pany by Fairbanks and Korda with- 
out his (Goldwyn’s) consent. This, 
in effect, he said negated his 
tract and damaged his interests. The 
| distribution contract was drawn up 
in 1936 and was to expire in 1945. 

On Monday (8), Judge Leibell set 
Korda’s examination for July 11. 








McCONNELL REPS LESSER 


Louis Hyman, exec assistant to Sol 
Lesser, will return to the Coast next 
weck after about six weeks in New 
York on details in connection with 
release of ‘Our Town.’ 

Hyman while east, also appointed 
Fred J. McConnell eastern rep. Mc- 
| Connell was most recently president 
'of Record Pictures, 








Reitz’s Post 
Bellevue, O., July 9. 


Glenn Reitz, Bellevue, O., named 
| manager of the State and Ohio thea- 


manager, Clarence Erickson, arrived | rights to stories which he owns. Most | of the opinion that the motion to| tes, in that city, owned by the 


in Manhattan Monday (8) for hud- 
dies with Harry Kosiner, eastern 
rep, and UA execs. 


| important property is the Broadway 
stage hit, ‘The Little Foxes,’ which 


| examine Korda and London Films 
| should be granted. Counsel are di- 


Northio Theatre Corp., of Cincinnati. 
| Succeeds Joseph Scanlan, who re- 


| signed to accept a similar position 


he purchased Jast winter for $100,000. ‘rected to arrange for the examina-! at Zanesville. 
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Polaroid Inventor's 3d Dimension 
Pix; Claims No Booth Changeover 


| Suecessful production in film gi: 
| ing three-dimensional pictures fro), 
'a single print and without changing 
|any booth equipment was reported 
j last week by Edwin H. Land, inven- 
'tor of Polaroid, in receiving a pate: 
| for his new ‘vectograph.’ While oniy 
tried on a laboratory scale thus far, 
invention will be offered to the pic- 
ture industry in the next few monihs, 
being the first time that depth scenes 
on the screen have been developed 
sufficiently to be feasible on a wicde- 
spread scale. 

Trouble previously was that j;i- 
| dimensional films required double- 
|projectors in the theatre booth 
whi¢gh would entail millions in the 
U. S. alone for the change. Per- 
fection of the Polaroid process elimi- 
nates such booth shift, dual picture 
effects being accomplished by a 
special camera and by printing the 
two films on polarizing sheets, which 
are subsequently combined on a sin- 
gle motion picture film strip. Proc- 
ess thus far still requires specia) 
polaroid spectacles for the audience, 
but eventually that may be over- 
come also, 

Development of the process has 
reached the stage where it is new 
ready to turn over for commercia! 
development. In some quarters this 
week it was predicted that it will be 
offered the market by next Christmas 
at such a low cost as to make three- 
dimensional pictures as feasible as 
early color films. Several motion 
picture equipment companies, includ- 
ing Western Electric also are ex- 
pected to have their three-dimen- 
sional sound on a workable, com- 
mercial basis by that time. 

If sufficient interest is shown in 
, the new discovery, it is understood 
that Polaroid people are prepared to 
|go forward on such a scale as to 
make the new depth-on-the-screen 
| productions possible for most major 





;}companies. Ultimately, depending 
| on the popularity of three-dimen- 
| sion pictures, the new polarized ma- 


| terial would be made available at the 
same costs as Technicolor stock. 

‘Vectograph’ reproduces two-eved 
vision of real life. Instead of having 
the suggestion of depth, as in pres- 
ent screen vehicles, people and ob- 
jects in the new vectograph appear 
| as they do in reality. Realism of new 
process is described as arising from 
the fact that it permits two distinct 
pictures to occupy the same place 
at the same time, without distortion 
of tone, loss of detail or other inter- 
ference. 

In the new process, two views 
needed for recreating the sense cf 
depth are taken with a double 
camera with two lenses as far apart 
as the human eyes. 


‘Old Mill Stream’ —_ 
May Be in Findlay, 0. 


Findlay, O., July ¢ 

Howard Wilson, local theatre 
ager, has gone to Hollywood to try t 
bring the world premier of ‘Down 
| by the Old Mill Stream’ (Republic? 
{to Findlay. The famous s vas 
inspired by an old mill along the 
Blanchard River that runs througt 
the city. 

Tell Taylor, Findlay composer wh< 
penned the lines of the ballad, died 
a few years ago while he was nego- 
tiating with a company to 
a film of the song. Gene Autry wi!! 
star in Rep’s version. 
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Jules Levey’s Indie-Made 
‘Sy’cuse Into N.Y. Par 


Negotiations have been concluded 


cone | 


for the booking first-run in New 
|York by the Paramount of Jules 
Levey’s ‘Boys from Syracuse,’ 


maiden effort as a producer. Levey 
| who is in the east, personally han 
died the deal with Leon Netter of 
the Par h.o. and Bob Weitman, ma: 
aging director of the theatre. Pic- 
ture is being released by Universal 
under a one-picture deal with Levey, 
former general sales manager ¢f 
RKO. 


Deal with the Par is on a perceni- 
age basis, and calls for a commitme:t 
of two weeks, with a control figure 
} on the holdover to govern whether 
iit will go a third. Setting of the 
control figure, yet to be done, ce 
pends on the stage show to be booked 
in with the film. 

Tentative date for 





‘Syracuse’ 
July 31, although it may be Aug. } 
| It would be the first outside buy ¢ 
the Par in more than two years. 
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Chi Vande B.0. Big: 
$35,000, ‘Sandy’-‘Funz’ Unit, 196, 
‘Command -Taylor-Hymer, $17,000 





Chicago, July 9. | 

Current indications point to one) 
pf the happiest boxoffice weeks the | 
loop has encountered in some time. | 
When biz is good, all attractions look 
ood and the current shows and pic- 
ee impress as pretty strong stuff 
all down the line. 

On Saturday (6) another picture 
entry, ‘New Moon,’ came into the 
United Artists and joined the big 
poxoffice parade. This will be the 
top straight flicker item. 

Stage shows are accounting for 
business in the three variety houses, 
with Rochester and the DeMarcos 
getting coin for the Chicago, War- 
ren Hymer and vaude in the State- 
Lake, and particularly hot boxoffice 
wallop is the ‘Funzafire’ unit at the 
Oriental. House currently retreats 
from its former 65c top policy and 
returns to a price scale of 25¢ day- 
times and 40c nights, which puts it 
back on a competitive basis with the 
State-Lake. 

Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 35-55-65-75) 
—Susan’ (M-G). Moved here after 
two fairish sessions in the United | 
Artists and doesn’t look for much | 
coin here at so-so $4,500. Last week, 
‘Turnabout’ (UA), good $6,700. 

Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75 )— | 
‘Orchid’ (WB) and stage show. 
Rochester and DeMarcos punching 
through to happy $35,000. Last week, 
‘Safari’ (Par) was boosted’ by 
George White’s ‘Scandals’ to fine 
$39.600, above expectations. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 35-55-65-75) 
—Chost Breakers’ (Par) (2d wk). 
Second week here after neat stage 
show session at Chicago and garner- 
ing good $3,500, after satisfactory 
$5,400 last week. 

Oriental (Jones) (3,200; 28-40)— 
‘Sandy Lady’ (U) and ‘Funzafire’ | 
unit. Strictly the stage which is 
doing the trade currently, getting | 
$trong $19,000. Last week, ‘Anne 
Poplars’ (RKO) and Larry Clinton 
orch, mild $15,100. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1.500; 35-55-65- 
75)—‘Mortal Storm’ (M-G) (2d wk). 
Holding to good enough $7,000 cur- 
rently, after turning in neat $10,800 
last week. 

State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 28-40)— 
‘Dark Command’ (Rep) and vaude. 
Warren Hymer and Estelle Taylor on 
stage aiding for satisfactory $17,000. 
Last week, ‘Two Girls’ (M-G) plus 
Cab Calloway orch, bang-up $18,500. 

United Artists (B&K-M-G) (1,700; 
35-55-65-75) —‘New Moon’ (M-G). 
Started out fast, looking ahead to 
bright initial session of at least $14,- 
000, brilliant. Big femme and eve- 
ning play. Last week, ‘Susan’ (M-G) 





wound up two-weeker at $5,900, 
passable. 

Woods (Essaness) (1,200: 75-$1.10- 
1.50)—‘Gone’ (M-G) (24th week). 


emarkable run has no end in sight 
at present. Has slipped off in past, 
but every time house got ready to 
change pictures the public reaction 
zoomed biz. Currently going to 
$8,000, splendid, with last week com- 
ing up with great $9,400. 


ROONEY’S ‘DEB’ SMASH 
$16,500 IN PROVIDENCE 


Providence, July 9 

(Best Exploitation: Loew’s State) 
Andy Hardy Meets Debutante,’ at 

Loew’s State, is hottest thing in town 
and helping house to an ‘in the 
clouds’ take. Hefty response to ‘All 

his, and Heaven Too’ earned film a 
holdover at Majestic and it’s still 
g80ing strong. Strand is bolstering its 
war bill with Baer-Galento fight pics 
and holding own. 

Members of the Loew’s State staff 
enjoyed a holiday at the city’s more 
popular beaches and combined busi 
ness_with pleasure by plugging 
stand’s current attraction. Theatre 
Supplied its guys and gals with over- 
size beach balls upon which the 
Andy Hardy bill was imprinted. Not 
hard to look at gals helped stunt 
nicely. Pretty thorough job of cor- 
nhering windows and counter di splays 
in downtown department stores was 
also done. 

Estimates for This Week 

Carlton (Fay-Loew) (1,400; 28-39- 
0)\—'New Moon’ (M-G) (2d run). 
Warm weather apt to hurt a bit, but 
Spotting good $2,500. Last week, 
Susan (M-G) and ‘Beyond Tomor- | 
Tow’ (RKO), nice $2,800. 


rray's (Indie) (2,000; 15-28)— 
Copard Men’ (Select), ‘Hold That 
Oman’ (Pro) and weekly serial, 


t 
Adventures of Red Ryder’ (Rep). 
fforts to attract juve trade catching 
old and giving house swell $3,500. 
ay bres be nae City Kid’ (Rep) 
as é ’ I o) XO0C 
$3,400. arm’ (Mono), good 
nyilaiestic (Fay) (2,200; 28-39-50)— 
i faven Too’ (WB) (2d wk). Hold- | 
ng steady pace for swell $7,000, after 
8rand $10,200 in opening stanza. 
pointe (Loew) (3,200: 28-39-50)— 
ardy Debutante’ (M-G) and ‘Phan- 


Orchid'-Roch. 





tor. Raiders’ (M-G). Mickey 
Rooney’s hot pace for this time of 
year skyrocketing take to $16,500. 
Last week, ‘New Moon’ (M-G), swell 


$12,000. 

Strand (Indie) (2,000: 28-40-50)— 
‘French Without Tears’ (Par) and 
‘Mad Men Europe’ (Col). Also 
Galento-Baer fight pic. Attracting 
fairly steady trade for $5,000. Last 
week, ‘All Flesh’ (Par) and ‘Grandpa 
Town’ (Rep), plus four-day appear- 
ance of Duke Daly’s orch on stage, 
fairish, $5,000. 


EDISON’ HEFTY 
$31,000 IN TWO 
HUB SPOTS 





Boston, July 9. 
Cold, cloudy weather. on the holi- 


‘day (4) gave all film stands a great 


start, but the ensuing sun over the 
weekend burned ’em out. 

Although ‘Edison the Man’ took 
a cut with the rest of the shows, it 
is by far the biggest thing around 
here currently and is lifting the Or- 


/pheum and State to nifty takes, 


Estimates for This Week 


Boston (RKO) (3,200; 15-20-39-44) 
—Island Doomed Men’ (Col) and 


'‘Girls Road’ (Co!), dual, with Baer- 
|Galento fight pic. 


Natural for this 
house and aiming at dandy $8,500. 
Last week, ‘Divorcement’ (RKO) and 
‘Not Tough’ (U), dual, adequate 
$6,200. 

Fenway (M&P) (1,332; 28-39-44- 
55)—'Man Talked Much’ (WB) and 
‘Manhattan Heartbeat’ (20th). On 
the skids for around $3,500. Last 
week, ‘Queen Mob’ (Par) and ‘Wo- 
men War’ (Rep), ditto. 

Keith Memorial (RKO) (2,907; 28- 
39-44-55)—‘Tom Brown’ (RKO) and 
‘Private Affairs’ (U). Running 
der par; about $11,000 expected. 
Last week, ‘Favorite Wife’ (RKO) 
and ‘Sandy Lady’ (U) (both 2d wk), 
okay $13,600. 

Metropolitan (M&P) (4,367; 29-39- 
44-55) —‘Untamed’ (Par) and ‘Gam- 
bling Seas’ (WB). On the down- 
grade for about $11,000. Last week, 
‘Ghost Breakers’ (Par) with Bob 
Hope and company on stage, big 
$50,000. 

Orpheum (Loew) (2,900; 28-39-44- 
55) - ‘Edison Man’ (M-G) and 
‘Florian’ (M-G). Big noise in town, 
aiming at hefty $18,000. Last week, 
‘Doctor Wife’ (Col) and ‘Mule Team’ 


(M-G), fair $15,500. 

Paramount (M&P) (1,797; 28-39- 
44-55) — ‘Man Talked Much’ (WB) 
and ‘Manhattan Heartbeat’ (20th) 


Very soft, around $5,500. 
‘Women War’ (Rep) 
Mob’ (Par), $5,600, n.g. 
Scollay (M&P) (2,538: 28-44-50)— 
‘Safari’ (Par) and ‘Those Days’ (Par) 


and ‘Queen 


(both 2d run) Poor $3,500. Last 
week, ‘Brother Orchid’ (WB) and 
‘Our Town’ (UA) (both 2d run), 
$4.000 


State (Loew) (3,600: 28-39-44-55)— 
‘Edison the Man’ (M-G) and ‘Florian’ 


(M-G). Very good $13,000 possible. 
Last week, ‘Mule Team’ (M-G) and 
‘Doctor Takes Wife’ (Col), $10,800, 
fair 


Dr. Wife’-21 Days’ Dual 
Fine $23,000 in B’klyn 


Brooklyn, July 9. 


Fabian Paramount is tops this week 
with ‘Doctor Takes Wife’ and ‘21 
Days Together.’ Loew’s Metropoli- 


tan is second with ‘Edison the Man’ 
and ‘Sans at Sea.’ 
at RKO Albee and Fa- 


Holdovers 

bian Fox will do fair biz 
Estimates for This Week 

Albee (3.274: 25-35-50)—‘Favorite 
Wife’ (RKO) and ‘Info Please’ (2d 
wk.), plus Baer-Galento fight pic. 
Fair $14,000. Last week, good $18,- 
000 


Fox (4,089; 25- 
(Par) and ‘Gangs C 
wk.). Satisfactory 
week nice $16,500 

Met (3.618: 25-35-50)—‘Edison Man’ 
(M-G) and ‘Saps Sea’ (UA). 
$18,000. 
(M-G) and ‘Black Friday’ (U), fine 
$20,000. 


$14,500. Last 


Paramount (4,126; 25-35-50)—‘Doc- | 


tor Wife’ (20th) and ‘21 Days’ (Col). 
Excellent $23,000. Last week ‘Brother 
Orchid’ (WB) and ‘All Flesh’ (Par) 
(2d wk.}, mild $14,000. 

Strand (2.870: 25-35-40)—‘Hot Steel’ 


‘U) and ‘On Spot’ (Mono). Dull 
'$4.000. Last week ‘Passport Alca- 
ltraz’ (Col) and ‘Ski Patrol’ (U), 


| mild $4,000. 


une- | 


Last week, | 


35-50) — ‘Safari’ | 
hicago’ (Rep) (2d } 


Good |! 
Last week ‘Waterloo Bridge’ | 


First Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 





Week of July il 

Astor—‘Gone With the Wind’ 
(M-G) (30th wk). 

Capitol — ‘Susan 
(M-G). 

Reviewed in Variety, June 5) 

Criterion — ‘Those Were the 
Days’ (Par) (13). 

(Reviewed in Variety, May 22) 

Globe—‘Escape from Devils 
Island’ (WB) (10). 

Music Hall—‘All This, 
Heaven Too’ (WB) (2d wk). 

Palace—‘A Bill of Divorce- 
ment’ (RKO). 

(Reviewed in Variety, March 13) 

Paramount — ‘Ghost Breakers’ 
(Par) (2d wk). 

Rialto—‘You’re Not So Tough’ 
(U) (8). 


Roxy—‘Maryland’ (20th) (12). 
(Reviewed in Variety, July 3) 


Strand—‘My Love Came Back’ 
(WB) (12). 
(Reviewed in Variety, June 26) 
Week of July 18 


Astor—‘Gone With the Wind’ 
(M-G) (31st wk). 


and God’ 


and 


Capitol — ‘Susan and God’ 
(M-G) (2d wk). 

Globe—‘Girls of the Road’ 
(Col) (20). 

Music Hall—‘All This, and 


Heaven Too’ (WB) (3d wk). 


Paramount — ‘Ghost Breakers’ 
(Par) (3d wk). 


Rialto—‘Millionaires in Prison’ 
(RKO) (15). 


Roxy—‘Maryland’ (20th) (2d 
wk). 


Strand—‘My Love Came Back’ 
(WB) (2d wk). 


ROONEY, $10,000. 
BO. RUNAWAY 
IN L'VILLE 











Louisville, July 9. 
| ‘Andy Hardy Meets Debutante’ is 
wrapping up all the loose coin in 


| 


| sight in the current session, giving | 


| Loew’s 
hot, summer week. Mickey Rooney’s 
pull seems to be stronger than warm 
weather and counter outdoor op- 
| posish. ‘Our Town’ slumped after 
hefty opening at Strand. Latter and 
Mary Anderson, opened new pics a 
day early to grab the Fourth of 
July trade. 

Kentucky reopened Thursday 
(27), with additional 2890 balcony 
seats, new marquee, new lobby, and 
the house entirely furnished 
new seats. 

Outdoor opposish potent this week, 
with double-header ball game Sun- 
day (7) and Larry Sunbrock’s Hol- 
lywood Thrill Show at the State 
Fair Grounds. Sunbrock’s car crash- 
ing jamboree was heavily plugged 
on all radio stations 
Estimates for This Week 

Brown (Loew’s-Fourth Avenue) 
(1,000; 15-30-40) — ‘Ghost Breakers’ 
(Par) and ‘Queen Mob’ (Par). Bob 





State a swell mark for a} 





Heavenly $105,000 for Bette-Boyer 
AtRadio City; Ghost'-Tucker-Baker 


Bonnie $60,000; 


Milk Rest of Bway 





fa 


(Best Exploitation: Music Hall) 
Only two shows are getting any 
business in the downtown New York 


sector. They are ‘All This, and 
Heaven Too,’ new arrival at the 
Music Hall ,and ‘Ghost Breakers,’ 


backed by powerful boxoffice draught 
in Orrin Tucker and Bonnie Baker, 
at the Paramount. Both theatres did 
sensational business on the Fourth 
of July holiday, as did other houses, 
but for latter it was relatively a flash 
in the pan. ‘Private Affairs,’ which 
opened at the Roxy on firecracker 
day, was strong at the first tee, but 
after that went to pieces. Even 
though scoring over $8,000 the open- 
ing day, on an eight-day stay the 
result will be only around $26,000. 
‘Mortal Storm,’ winding up its third 
week at the straight-film Capitol, is 
another that was strong on the holi- 
day, but has been limping ever since 
for 2 snes of less than $18,000 on the 
week, 


Cloudy, threatening weather on this 


year’s Independence Day proved 
manna from Heaven, but on the 
week-end it was too nice to fool 


around with theatres, only the Par 
and Hall getting any business. 

Both ‘Heaven’ and ‘Ghost’ 
ceived unanimous praise from the 
critics. The MDavis-Boyer starrer 
brought the biggest July 4 business 
the Hall has ever had and on the 
week it looks to be the biggest for 
any in which this holiday has fallen. 
Indications point to $105,000. Record 
for any Fourth of July week was 
$104,000, established by ‘Human 
Bondage’ (also Bette Davis) in 1934. 
‘Heaven’ is a long film, running 140 
minutes, but audiences don’t seem to 
mind it. No reaction is noted during 
the running except for some snif- 
fling, and on the finish there is ap- 
plause. 

‘Ghost Breakers’ and the Tucker- 
Baker combination drew over $12,000 
on the 4th at the Par. Hitting $60,000 
on the first week ending last night 


(Tues.) is sensational, establishing a | 


new summer high for the house since 


| the pit-band policy was inaugurated | 


nearly five years ago. 

The nearest any other summer 
show has come to it was ‘Artists and 
Models,’ plus Phil Spitalny, 
got $54,009 in August, 1937. On only 
four occasions in close to five years 
has the gross mounted $60,000, in- 
cluding New Year and Thanksgiving 
weeks. That’s saying something, and 
proves, as Bob Weitman says, that if 
you give ’em what they want they’ll 
come regardless. 

Holiday meant a good opening day 
for the State, which has ‘Waterloo 
Bridge,’ plus Jay C. Flippen and 


, | Betty Hutton, but on the week, end- 
with | 


ing tonight (Wed.), take will be dis- 
appointing at around $18,500. 


Heavy advance campaign by War- | 
ner Bros. figured on ‘Heaven,’ plus | 


local] run exploitation by the Hall. 
Theatre employed a larger ad cam- 
paign than normally. Par also ably 


exploited its show. 


Hope and Paulette Goddard continue | 


to draw fair trade after moveover 


from Rialto. Pointing to $2,000 
Last week, ‘Turnabout’ (UA) and 
|*21 Days’ (Col), light $1,500 on 
| moveover. 

Kentucky (Switow) (1,100; 15-25) 

‘Rebecca’ (UA) and ‘It’s Date’ (U), 
split with ‘Primrose Path’ (RKO) 
and ‘Doctor Wife’ (Col) Strong 


lineup of pics.for reopening of house. 
| Upwards of $30,000 spent to refur- 


bish and enlarge this subsequent 
run. Should cop fine $1,700. 

Loew's State (Loew’s) (3,100: 15- 
30-40) ‘Hardy Debutante’ (M-G) 
and ‘Captain Lady’ (M-G) It’s 
Mickey Rooney all the way this 
week, and indications are that gross 
will probably equal combined take 
of all downtown first-run Aim- 
ing at swell $10,000, or over Last 
week, ‘New Moon’ (M-G), fair $6,- 
500 

Mary Anderson (Libson) (1,000: 
15-30-40) ‘Man Talked Much’ (WB) 
Opposish from across _ street at 
Loew’s State trong factor n ligh 
biz here. Probably $2,700, mild. 
Last week, ‘Gambling Seas’ (WB) 
and ‘Fugitive Justice’ (WB), had 


| nothing on ball. This house estab- 
lished as single bill spot and dou- 
bles are never profitabie. Light $2,- 
| 500 in six days. 


| 30-40)——‘Private Affairs’ (U) and 
‘Anne Poplars’ (RKO). Only $5,500, 
|; poor. Last week, ‘Ghost Breakers’ 
| (Par) and ‘Queen Mob’ (Par), best 
in town grabbing fine $8,000 and 
moveover. 

| Strand (Fourth Avenue) (1,400; 
15-30-40) —‘Our Town’ (UA) and 
‘Pop Pays’ (RKO). After 
opening, biz just shrivelled up with 
coming of couple hot days. Outlook 
| is not forte for more than fair $3,- 
| 000. Last week, ‘Sailor’s Lady’ (20th) 
| and ‘Lucky Cisco Kid’ (20@@& Lghi- 


| weight $2,500. 


| Baker 


strong | 


Estimates for This Week 

Astor (1,012; 75-85-$1.10-$1.65- 
$2.20) —‘Gone’ (M-G) (30th week). 
Last week (29th), over the holiday, 
better than $8,500, fair profit. 

Capitol (4,520; 25-40-55-75-$1.10- 
$1.25)—‘Mortal Storm’ (M-G) (3d- 
final week). Eve of the holiday last 
Wednesday (3) helped end the sec- 
ond week at nearly $30,000, but while 
July 4’s business was stout, the final 
semester will be less than $18,000 
On the 2l-day engagement over $80,- 
000 spells a goodly hunk of black. 


‘Susan and God’ (M-G) moves in 
tomorrow (Thurs.). 
Criterion (1,662: 25-40-55) 


‘Wagons Westward’ (Rep). Looks 
fairly good, about $7,500. Last week 
‘Queen of Mob’ (Par), under $7,000, 


nicture having weakened toward 
finish 

Globe (1.700: 25-35-55)—‘Fugitive 
From Justice’ (WB) Pretty slow 
less than $5,000 ‘Lost Horizon’ 
(Col) (reissue) did rather well for 
thi time otf veal 36.100 House on 
Saturday (13) brings in ‘Devil 
Island’ (WB) which was not shown 
in New York when released | last 
year due to protests from the French 
government. It played some dates 


throughout the country, 
before being withdrawn 
Palace (1,700: 25-35-55)—‘Favorite 
Wife’ (RKO) (2d run) and ‘Murder 
in Air’ (WB) (st run), dualed, plus 
Galento-Baer fight films. Maybe $9,- 
800, very good. Last week ‘Torrid 
Zone’ (WB) (2d run) and ‘Sandy 


nowever, 


le ose? (et sa 4 Spoon de 
Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3,400; 15- | Lady (U) (ist run), 67,900, mildish. 


Paramount (3,664; 
—Ghost Breakers’ 
stage, Orrin 
(2d 
today 


25-35-55-88-99 ) 
(Par) and, on 
Tucker 
week). 

(Wed.) 


second 
socking 


Begins 


round after 


through in smash fashion to $60.000 | 
| the first week, 


ending last 
(Tues.). This is the best summer 
week the house has had under its 
present pit-band policy. The second 
stanza of ‘Safari’ (Par) and 
(‘Rochester’) Anderson, McFarland 


| Twins, Red Skelton and Judy Starr, 
| $29.000, fair enough. 


i 


Radio City Music Hall (5,980: 40- 
§60-84-99-$1.65)—‘Heaven Too’ (WB) 


re- | 


which | 


night | 


Eddie | 


!and stage show. And biz is also 
| heavenly, looking a very smart 
$105,000, which will be best for any 
July 4 week in the history of the 
theatre. Holds over. Last week, 
‘Tom Brown’s School Days’ (RKO), 
only $61,000, poor. 

Rialto (750; 25-40-55)—‘You’re Not 
So Tough’ (U). Opened Monday (8) 
and started off pretty well; perhaps 
$6,500. ‘Spies in Air’ (FA), with the 
Galento-Baer fistic short, $4,500, not 
so hot for five days. 

Roxy (5,836; 25-40-55-75)—‘Private 
Affairs’ (U) and stage show. Goes 
eight days but only around $26,000, 
very disappointing. ‘Sailor’s Lady’ 
(20th) withdrawn after six days of 
red, $15,000. On Friday (12) ‘Mary- 
land’ (20th) takes hold. 

State (3,450; 35-55-75) — ‘Waterloo 
Bridge’ (M-G) (2d run) and vaude 
with Jay C. Flippen and Betty Hut- 
| ton headlining. Even with the holi- 
| day as a starter, looks only $18.500, 
‘My Son’ (UA) 





| much under hopes. 


(2d run) and, on stage, George 
| Givot, Ray Kinney, others, $22,500, 
good. 

| Strand (2,767; 25-50-75-85-99) — 


| ‘Man Who Talked Too Much’ (WB) 
|and Bob Crosby (2d-final week). 
Taking a nosedive on the holdover, 
under $15,000. The first week, end- 
ing with July 4, was $31,000, fairly 
good. ‘My Love Came Back’ (WB) 
and Rudy Vallee open Friday (12), 


MDONALD-EDDY 
HOT $17,500 
IN PITT 


Pittsburgh, Juiy 9. 

| Biz generally shaping up okay 
this week. With both Fulton and 
| Senator shut for the summer, leav- 
ing only five first-run spots down- 
town, there’s a little extra biz 
around for the stay-opens and 
| they’re each edging in a bit more 
| than their share, 

| Currently, the surplus is going 
chiefly to the Penn, where ‘New 
| Moon’ is conking the town and giv- 
ling that spot its best gross in a 
| blue moon. An easy h.o. and on 
present showing should make a 
three-week run of it, at least. ‘Turn- 
about,’ at Stanley, well liked, but 
doing only fair, 

Estimates for This Week 

Alvin (Harris) (1,850; 25-35-50)— 
‘Manhattan Heartbeat’ (20th) and 
‘Not So Tough’ (U), plus Baer- 
Galento fight pic. Latter helping, 
but not too much. On four days 
looks like $1,300. Current bill fol- 
lowed reissue of ‘Waikiki Wedding’ 
(Par) and ‘Wagon’s Westward’ 
(Rep), which also got four days and 
had fight pic, too. About $2,200, 
with Bank Night and a holiday (4th) 
Last week, reissue of ‘Thanks Mil- 
lion’ (20th) and ‘Lucky Cisco Kid’ 
(20th), under $3,000. 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300: 25-35- 
50) ‘New Moecn’ (M-G). A coffee 
klatch for the MacDonald-Eddy fans 
and they’re turning out en masse 
Biggest weekend house has had in 
several months and at present gait 
should have no trouble cracking 
great $17,500. Last week, ‘Ghost 
Breakers’ (Par), good $14,000 

Ritz (WB) (800; 25-35-50) 
Breakers’ (Par). H.o. from Penn 
and the Hope-Goddard clicko has 
lot of stuff left, as pretty close to 
$3,500 here will testify. Last week, 
Susan’ (M-G), h.o. from 

ly fair at $2,100. 

Stanley (WB) 
‘Turnabout’ (UA) 
deluxer has had 
pix month ago. 
well reviews, but not much more 
than $7,500 in sight, nsh Last 
week, ‘Mortal Storm’ (M-G), great 
$15,500. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 25-35-50)— 
‘Mortal Storm’ (M-G). Moveover 
from Stanley proving plenty profit- 
able for this spot. Should pass $6,- 
000 with ease. Last week, second 
here but third downtown (previous- 
ly at Penn), ‘Favorite Wife’ (RKO) 
wound up sensationally at over $6,- 











‘Ghost 


25-35-50) 
weakie WB 


traicht 
straignt 


(3.600: 
First 

ince going 
} 


Comedy grabbed 


| 000 and could have stayed, but prod- 


-. | uct jam shoved it out. 
and Bonnie town 


On down- 
run, ‘Wife’ knocked down 
around $30,000, great. 


Pichel’s Hud son Beper 


Hollywood, July 9. 
Irving Pichel gets the director as- 
signment on ‘Hudson’s Bay Comes 
pany,’ high budget exploration tale, 
slated to roll at 20th-Fox July 27. 
Dean Jagger is penciled for a top 
role. 
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Philly Mgrs. Happy 


Again: ‘New Moon’ 


Socke $20,000, Ditto Hope, 318,000 


Philadelphia, July 9. 
July 4th biz since 1933 is 
send this week’s grosses 


Best 
helping 


back in the black, and bringing the | 


first smiles on the faces of down- 
town theatre managers in nearly 
two months. Cool weather, 
is postponing the usual July exodus 
to vacation spots, plus a round of 
light pix, in contrast to last week's 
heavy fare, also helping the cash | 
registers ring. 

Topping the heavy 
‘New Moon,’ at Boyd. Also in the 
top money is ‘Ghost Breakers.’ Lat- | 
ter pie shows the b.o. fluctuation 
of a name. Less than eight months 
ago Hope- Goddard duo’s ‘Cat and | 
Canary’ played the Earle as a filler- 
in between stage shows. This week, 
on a straight film basis, Hope is | 
drawing as much as stage show and 
‘Cat and Canary’ combined. 

Estimates for This Week 

Areadia (‘Sablosky) (600; 32-42- 
57)—Waterloo Bridge’ (M-G) (2d 
wk.). Bright $3,750. Opening sesh 
likewise good $3,900. 

Boyd (WB) (2,560; 32-42-57-68)— 
‘New Moon’ (M-G). Popularity of 
home-town team of Eddy and Mac- 
Donald is proven by socko $20,000. 
Will h.o. probably two more weeks. 
Last week, poor $8,500 for ‘Susan’ 
(M-G) (2d wk.). 

Earle (WB) (2,350; 32-42-57-68)— 
‘Safari’ (Par). Handled unkindly by 
crix and getting so-so $12,000. Last 
week, ‘Heaven Too’ (WB) (3rd wk.), 
dipped to sad $9,500 at road show 
prices (75c-$1.10). 

Fox (WB) (2,423; 42-57-68)— 
‘Ghost Breakers’ (Par). Hope's big 
radio following turning out to send 
this chiller to $18,000. Will h.o. 
Last week, ‘Four Sons’ (20th), me- 
diocre $12,400. 

Karlton (WB) (1,066; 32-42-57-68) 
—Brother Orchid’ (WB) (2d run). 
No worldbeater $3,200. Miles ahead, 
however, of last week's terrible $1,- 
400 for five days of ‘Biscuit Eater’ 
(Par). It’s believed to be low rec- 
ord for this house. 

Keith’s (WB) (1,970; 32-42-57-68) 
— Susan’ (M-G) (2d run). N.s.h. 
$3,600. Last week’s second turn of 
subsequent run of ‘Favorite Wife’ 
(RKO), hefty $4,700. 

Stanley (WB) (2,916; 32-42-57-68) 
—My Way’ (U). Draft of Crosby 
not what it used to be. Fairish $12,- 
000. Last week, ‘Our Town’ (UA), 
even worse with $11,700. 

Stanton (WB) (1,457; 32-42-57)— 
*21 Days’ (Col) and Baer- Galento 

fight pic. Neat $5,200. Last week, 
‘Adventuress’ (20th), so-so $3,800. 


‘New Moon’ Dual Tops 


grossers is 





Port., Ore, at $6,600 


Portland, Ore., July 9. 
The Federal Defense Tax and con- 
tinued hot weather aren’t doing the 
atres any favors. Parker's 


Hardy Meets Debutante,’ 
its loyal followers. 
is proving good h.o. at the Liberty. 


The big Hamrick-Evergreen Para- 


which | 


a on 
Broad- | 
way met the challenge with ‘Andy | 
which has 
‘Ghost Breakers’ 





| 
| 
' 
| 


‘BEN BERNIE. HYPOES 
-— STEEL,’ 1136, INDPLS. 


Indi: leknoeiis July 9. 
July is usually a pretty good | » 
‘month in the downtown 


theatres, 
land this week’s figures are begin- |' 
ning to show an ailuring upward | 


curve. The natives are used to the | 
sun by this time and go to the cool 
film caverns to give the epidermis a 
|chance to cool off. 

All credit can’t be given to the 
calendar, however, for marquees 
have some strength to add to the 
pull. True to tradition, ‘Andy 
|Hardy’ leads the pack at Loew’s. 
| Ben Bernie’s orch is dusting off seats 
‘unused for several weeks at the 
Lyric, with ‘Hot Steel’ filling in time 
| betw een stage shows. Circle is about 
‘normal dualling ‘Untamed’ and 
‘Those Were the Days.’ 

Estimates for This Week 

Circle (Katz-Dolle)} (2,600; 25-80- | 
40)—‘Untamed’ (Par) and ‘Those 
Were Days’ (Par). Average $7,500. 
Last week. ‘Four Sons’ (20th) and 
‘Girl 313’ (20th), fair $6,900. 

Loew’s (Loew's) (2,400; 25-30-40) 
—- ‘Andy Hardy Debutante’ (M-G) 
and ‘Captain Lady’ (M-G). Very 
nice $11,000. Last week, ‘New Moon’ 
(M-G), nifty $10,500. 

Lyric (Lyric) (1,900; 25-30-40)— 
‘Hot Steel’ (U) and Ben Bernie's 
orch. House well in black to tune of 
$11.500. Last week, ‘Lucky Cisco 
Kid’ (20th) and ‘Jubilee Follies,’ 
carmine $7,000. 


HARDY,’ $14,000, 
GREAT IN CINCY 








| 


Cincinnati, July 9. 

| Great biz on ‘Andy Hardy Meets 
| Debutante,” at Palace, is holding 
front-line trade up to the okay fig- 
ure which the Fourth helped boom 





ifor last week. Disappointing is 
‘Safari,’ at Albee. 
Lyric is chucking in the Baer- 





| Galento scrap clip with ‘Outsider’ 
i|and ‘Saps At Sea’ to so-so results. 
Estimates for This Week 
Albee (RKO) = (3,300; 39-47)— 
‘Safari’ (Par). Very poor $7,500. 
Last week, ‘New Moon’ (M-G), fine 
$14,000. 
| Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 
| ‘Ghost Breakers’ (Par). 
| from Palace for second week. Good 
| $5,500. Last week, ‘Our Town’ (UA) 
| (2d run), six days, terrible $2,500. 


39-47 )— 


Transferred | 


F 
(U), $9,500, goo 

Brandeis (Mort Singer) (1,500; 10- 
| 25-35-40) —‘Anne Poplars’ (RKO) 
and ‘Flight Angels’ (WB), plus Baer- 
Galento fight. About $6,000 indi- 
cated. Last week,(75c-$1.10), ‘Heaven 
Too’ (WB), $7,300, way under expec- 
; tations at the prices. 

Avenue - Military - Dundee (Gold- 
berg) (950-600-800 )— Rebe ceca’ (UA). 
Will run all week; expected to bet- 
| ter $1,200. Last w eek ‘Irene’ (RKO) 
| oon ‘All True’ (WB), split with ‘Mike 
Men’ (UA) and ‘Invisible Man’ (U), 
| got a little over $1,000. 

State (Goldberg) (900; 10-20-25)— 
bat Apollo’ (20th) ‘Man Dakota’ 

M-G), split with ‘Slightly Honor- 
able’ (UA) and ‘Congo Maise’ (M-G). 
Nice $2,000 looked for. Last week 
‘Dr. Wife’ (Col) and ‘All True’ (WB), 
ey with ‘Chickadee’ (U) and ‘Mice 

nd Men’ (UA), fair $1,800. 

ones (Goldberg) (1,500; 10-20-25) 
—‘Covered Wagon Days’ (Rep), 
‘Enemy Agent’ (U) and ‘Chickadee’ 
(U), split with ‘Early Arizona’ 
(Mono) and ‘Go Chase Yourself’ 
(RKO), one day, and ‘Ghost Valley 
Raiders’ (Rep) ‘Mice and Men’ (UA), 
three days. Looks like fair $1,800. 
Last week ‘Lightning West’ (Cap), 
‘Death North’ (Mono) and ‘Invisible 
Man Returns’ (U), tripler, also in 
tri-weekly change with ‘Praire Jus- 
tice’ (U) and ‘Curtain Call’ (RKO), 
and ‘Straight Shooter’ (Cap), ‘All 
Came True’ (WB) and ‘Angel Texas’ 
(WB), all of which got slightly over 
$1,700. 


BUFF. MELTING: 
HARDY NEAT 
$14,000 


Buffalo, July 9. 
Old Man Weather is head man at 
the downtown show shops. First 


sweltering blasts of the season hit 
the b.o.’s hard. 

‘Andy Hardy’ seems to be holding 
well against the trend at the Buffalo, 
although indications are that the 
final figure will be not especially 
fancy. 
is helping hopup the 20th Century 
to middling brackets. 

Estimates for This Week 


Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; 35-46-60)— 
‘Andy Hardy Debutante’ (M-G). 
Holding good pace and will prob- 
ably see neat $14,000. Last week, 
‘Mortal Storm’ (M-G), got strong 
play, $14.300. 

Great Lakes (Shea) (3,000; 35-55) 
—Love Came Back’ (WB) and ‘Man 
Talked Much’ (WB). Grasping for 
$5,000, poor. Last week, ‘Sailor’s 
Lady’ (20th) and ‘Queen Mob’ (Par), 
gloomy $5,400. 

(Shea) (2,100; 30-45)—Our 
(UA) and ‘Turnabout’ 


| ‘Setest (Par) 





| Hipp 
Town’ 











Family (RKO) (1,000; 15-28)— 
Foes Steel’ (Mono) and ‘Big Stam- 
| pede’ (WB), divided with 
Serenade’ (Rep) and ‘Take Oath’ 
(Ind). Okay $2,100. Ditto last week 
‘Saint Over’ (RKO) and ‘Pass- 
port Alcatiaz’ (Col), split with ‘Last 


| Alarm’ (Mono) and ‘Murder Ajir’ 
| (WB). 
Keith’s (Libson) (1,500: 39-47)— 


‘New Moon’ (M-G). Moveover from 
| Albee for second week. Fair $4,000. 


‘Gaucho | 








(2d run). Turning in nice $7,500. 
Last week, ‘Ghost Breakers’ (Par) 
| and ‘Torrid Zone’ (WB) (2d run), 


fancy $9,000. 
| Lafayette (Hayman) (3,300; 30-40) 
| —‘Petticoat Fever’ (M-G) and ‘Stand 


Up Fight’ (M-G) (2d run). Fading 
| to $3, 300, awful. Last week, ‘Lost 
Horizon’ (Col) and ‘Awful Truth’ | 
(Col) (reissues), hefty $8,700. 
| 20th Century (Dipson-Basil) (3,- 
| 000; 30-40)—‘Can’t Fool Wife’ (RKO) | 
!and Little Jack Little’s orch. High 


i will hold gross to fair $11,000. 
Last week, ‘Divorcement’ (RKO) 
and ‘Pop Pays’ (RKO) (8 days), 
| down to torpid $5,000. 


‘NEW MOON’ ECLIPSES 





mount held a world premiere of | Last week, ‘Brother Orchid’ (WB) 
‘Untamed,’ with personal appear- | (2d run), slow $3,500. 
ances of four stars as opening-day| Lyric (RKO) «1, 400; 39-47)—‘Out- | 
drawing card. For two performances | sider’ (Ind) and ‘Saps Sea’ (UA),| 
Patricia Morison, Ellen Drew, Susan | dual, plus Baer-Galento fight pic. 
Hayward and John Howard appeared | So-so $3,500. Last week, ‘21 Days’ | 
on the stage, besides being feted at | (Col), “dull $3,000. 
lunch and a press cocktail party. | Palace (RKO) (2,600: 39-47)— 
Estimates for This Week |‘Andy Hardy Debutante’ (M-G) 
m | Great $14,000. Last week. ‘Ghost | 
Broadway (Parker) (2,000; 35-40- | 2 5 
50)—‘Hardy Debutante’ (M-G) and | | Breakers: (Par), dandy $12,500. 


‘Captain Lady’ (M-G). Getting usua 
Hardy family followers, and more, 
for satisfactory $6,000. Last week, 
‘Our Town’ (UA) 
Raiders’ (M-G), good enough $3,600. 

Liberty ‘Hamrick - Evergreen 
(2,000; 35-40-50) — ‘Ghost Breakers’ 
(Par) and ‘Biscuit Eater’ (Par). 


good $5,400. 
Mayfair 


and ‘Phantom 


Win- 
ning second week, $3,500. Last week, 


(Parker - Evergreen) 


1 | 


Ghost,’ $10,000, ‘Hardy, 
$9,500, Okay In Omaha 
After Big Laugh Buildup 


Omaba. 
(Best Exploitation: Omaha and 


) 


July 9. 


(1.500; 35-40-50) — ‘Mortal Storm’ | ‘ 

(M-G he and ‘Gambling High Seas’ | The O Ba , Tri 
(WB). Moved over from UA for a Sta sd mane ha ene ds eum, p ri- 
second stanza and doing okay $2,500. |; tates downtown deluxers, joined 
Tuast week, ‘Turnabout’ (UA) ‘and |forces in a ‘Laff Week’ stampede 
‘Fugitive from Justice’ (WB) held | Wich had a stimulating boxoffice 


only four days of a second week for 


|effect over the weekend. ‘The Ghost 


mc ociaiiacs i | Breakers’ is at the Orpheum, and 
pap Fe shag Be Asma Co.) (1.800: |‘Andy Hardy Meets Debutane’ at the 
20-36-40) — ‘Carolina Moon’ (Rep) | Oma ha. a 
and ‘Ski Patrol’ (U) with vaude. | Publicity chief Ted Emerson coupled 
Average $4,000. Last wee’, ‘21 Days ;all the advertising in newspapers in- 


Together’ (Col) 


(3,000; 35-40-50) — 


and ‘Chan's Murder Cruise’ (20th). 


Opened strong and expected to de | 


fine $5,500. Last week, ‘Favorite | Estimates for This Week 
Wife’ (RKO) and ‘Lone Wolf Meets! Omaha (Tristates) (2,000; 10-25-40) | 
Lady’ (Col) closed a third good week _—‘Hardy Debutane’ (M-G) and) 
for $3.000. |‘Phantom Raiders’ (M-G). May} 
United Artists (Parker) (1,000; 35- |reach good $9,500, or better. Last | 
40-50) — ‘New Moon’ (M-G) and|week ‘Brother Orchid’ (WB) and 
‘Love, Honor’ (U). Hitting great | ‘Way Flesh’ (Par), $8,800, fair. 
$6,600. Last week, ‘Mortal Storm’ Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000; 10-25- | 


(M-G) and ‘Gambling on High Seas’ : f 
(WB) got average $4,000 and moved | ‘Bisquit Eater’ 


to the Mayfair, 


and ‘Stunt Pilot’ 
(Mono) with vaude average $3,500. 

Paramount (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
‘Untamed’ (Par) 


|to big flash ballyhoos, with 
There were some street gags, too, 
‘but the newspaper flash was sensa- 
!tional enough to start a little busi- 


ness blitz of its own. 


40)—‘Ghost Breakers’ (Par) and! 
(Par). Will touch 
nearly $16,000, fine. Last 


‘Laff | 
| Week’ predominating in the captions, | 


| 
| Seattle, July 9. 
| . . 
|ing bridge, which charges 
| proved the outstanding 
the holidays. 
car and driver 
|the first three days. Nifty weather 
further - lured prospective theatre 
goers to the country and seasides. 
‘Turnabout’ surprised in its first 
week by holding steadily 
ing at finish for dandy $6,300: 
holding. ‘Our Town’ 
|}after good opening, but due to prod- 
uct shortage, 
for 2nd week. ‘Mortal 
moveover to Music Box. 


grosser over 
The bridge, at 25c per 


Storm’ got 


new bills for July 4 week. 
Estimates for This Week 
Blue Mouse 
(850; 30-40-50). 
and ‘Girl in 313’ 


‘Our 
(20th). 


Town’ 


‘Alias Deacon’ 


Little Jack Little in person | 


(UA) | 


SEATTLE WITH $8,000 


Opening of Lake Washington float- | 
a_ toll, | 


played to 30,000 autos | 


and spurt- | 
so it’s | 
did the reverse, 


moves to Blue Mouse 


Aside from | 
| these three downtown houses all had 


(Hamrick-Evergreen) | 
(UA) 
Moved from | 
Paramount, indicates fair $1,800. Last 


MacDonald-Eddy a Tonic For " 
Mpls., Pulling i in Good $8,000 











(M-G) and ‘Pop Pays’ (RKO) $5,300, | 
okay. | 
Liberty (J-vH) (1,650; 30-40-50).' along in these depressed times at 
| ‘Turnabout’ (UA) (2d week). Paced least one outstanding boxoffice per- 
at $4,300, good. Last week, $6,300,/former capable of giving grosses a 
big. ; ;semblance of vigor. «Last week it 
Music Box (Hamrick-Evergreen) | was ‘The Ghost Breaker.’ The cur- 
(850-30-40-50). ‘Mortal Storm (M-G) rent pride and joy is ‘New Moon,’ a 
and ‘Pop Pays’ (RKO). Moved from | real surprise boxoffice performer. 
Fifth, looking for okay $2,100. Last; Otherwise, it’s the same old sad 
week ‘Ghost Breakers’ (Par) and/| story, with only the Aster dual and 
‘Biscuit Eater’ (Par) good $2,300. ‘20 Mule Team,’ at the Gopher, caus- 
Orpheum — (Hamrick - Evergreen) | ing anything resembiing a stir. 
(2,600; 30-40-50). ‘Sailor's Lady’| ‘Safari’ and ‘Biscuit Eater,’ the latter 
(20th) and ‘Saint Takes Over’! highly praised, are having tough 
(RKO). Expect poor von} nae going. 
week, ‘Lucky Cisco’ (20t an Estimate , 
‘Queen of Mob’ (Par) $2,600, no dice. Ast unas s fer This Week 
: ster (Par-Singer) (900; 15-28)— 
Palomar (Sterling) (1,350: 30-40 ‘Milli B.C’ (Par) 
50). ‘Gambling on High Seas’ (WB) Ale sone , ar) and ‘Passport 
and ‘Gaucho Serenade’ (Rep) with|Alcatraz’ (Col), dual first - runs, 
vaude. Eyeing fair $3,000. Last|/StTong line-up for this house and 
. ? : >» and! Will run full week. May reach big 
week, ‘Gangs of Chicago’ (Rep) an $2,400, Last week, ‘Ch 
Count Berni Vici's Comedie Fran-| (5.)) ast wee an’s Cruise 
ata os ee and Fugitive Justice’ + WB), 
caise’ stage unit clicked for $6,000. dent Gra ve 1,500 f 
Paramount (Hamrick-Evergreen) | 514 $ ns, §$ or six days 
(3,039; 30-40-50). ‘Untamed’ (Par) ; *@!- 
and ‘Sandy Lady’ (U). Advertising| Century (Par-Singer) (1.600; 28-39. 
former as world’s premiere, using | 44)—' Ghost Breaker’ (Par) (2d wk). 
four in the cast for personal. See | Moved here after big first week at 


Minneapolis, July # 
Almost every week there comes 





okay $5,100 ahead. Last week, ‘Our | State and still rolling along. Head- 

Town’ (UA) and ‘Girl in 313’ (20th) | ing for okay $3,800. Last week, 

‘slumped to $4,300. ‘Waterloo Bridge’ (M-G) (24 wk), 
Roosevelt (Sterling) (800; 21-35). | $2,200, light. 

Favorite Wife’ (RKO) and ‘Meet! Esquire (Gillman) (290; 28) 


Again’ (WB) (2d run). Quick come- |‘ Hell’s Angels’ (Astor) (reissue) (2d 
back for ‘Wife’ which recently Wk). Slipping after healty initial 
finished seven weeks at Fifth Avenue canto. Going eight days in second 
and Blue Mouse. Getting big $2,800, | week and should reach satisfactory 
holding. Last week, ‘Buck Benny | $800. Last week, $1,400, good. 





Rides’ (Par) and ‘Farmer’s Daugh-| Gopher (Par- Singer) (998: 28)— 
|ter’ (Par) (2d run) fair $2,000. | ‘Mule Team’ (M-G). Very well liked 
Winter Garden (Sterling) (800; 16- | and Wallace Beery an apparent card. 
35). ‘Rebecca’ (UA) and ‘Star') | Stretching toward nice $2,500. Last 
'Dust’ (20th) (2d run). Headed for week, ‘Those Days’ (Par), poor $1,200 

good $2,200. Last week ‘Strange in five days. 
argo’ (M-G) and ‘Alias Deacon’; Orpheum (Par-Singer) (2.800: 28- 
(U) (2d run) $2,000, good. | 39-44) —- ‘Safari’ (UA) and Baer- 
St A ATS Galento fight film. Boxoffice re- 





| sults here indicate that a strong pro- 


4 9 gram of shorts—and many of them— 
|are not sufficient to bring ‘em in 
9 9 . i when the feature is lacking in pull- 





ling power. May build, but light 
$4,000 looks about all. Last week, 
NIFTY IN BALTO er" Storm’ (M-G), $5,000, fairly 
| good. 
| State (Par-Singer) (2,300: 28-39-44) 
—New Moon’ (M-G). Seems to be 
—_——— |what they want and reunion of 
Nelson Eddy and Jeanette Mac- 


Baltimore, July 9. 

Frigid temperatures over the 
weekend holiday kept them in town, 
with downtown exhibs benefiting in 
proportion to product on tap. En- | 
joying an excellent response is “The 
Ghost Breakers,’ at the oversized 
Stanley. Also consistent is the combo | 
Hipp, with a layout consisting of 
‘Anne of Windy Poplars,’ Major 
Bowes’ ‘Prizewinners of 1940’ and 
the Baer-Galento fight pic. 

Rest of town just fair, with Keith's 
and the New advancing their open- 


Donald apparently striking respon- 
| Sive chord. Climbing to $8,000. good. 
|Last week, ‘Ghost Breaker’ (Par), 
$9,000, big. 

Uptown (Par-Singer) (1,100: 28-39) 
‘Favorite Wife’ (RKO) split with 
‘My Son’ (UA). First neighborhood 
showings for good $2,200. Last week, 
‘Edison Man’ (M-G) split with ‘Fa- 
vorite Wife’ (RKO), $2,000, good. 

World (Par-Singer-Steffes) (350; 
| 28-39-44-60)—‘Biscuit Eater’ (Par). 
‘Critics lavished praise on this one 
‘and customers like it, but the turn- 





ings to midweek. stiles aren't clicking. Headed for 
Estimates for This Week | light $1,000. Last week, ‘Over Moon’ 
Century (Loew’s-A) “3,000; 15-25- | (UA) (2d wk), $500 in four days 
40)—*New Moon’ (M-G) (2d wk.). | light. 
Holding quite steadily at $7,000, | 





after ringing up an excellent open- 
ing round to $11,600. 








. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,205; | Cook s Home 

15-25-35-40-55-66) —‘Anne Poplars’ | ; : / 

(RKO) plus Major Bowes’ ‘Prize- Vemeenued from page 2 ; 

| Sieenien of 1940’ unit and Baer- show business and out His pz tiec 

|Galento fight pic. Getting fair| have | oi gy Fle 
i een elaborate and _ often 
> 00 act w , . [ 

= $12,000. Last week, “Those | started at an open hearth, where he 

Days’ (Par) plus Al Donahue’s orch, ; 


| Mild $10,800. | specialized in barbecues. There are 


| Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,406: 15- | two places for the thirsty in addi- 
| 25-35-40)—‘Way of Flesh’ (Par), | ton to the barbecue spot. One, in 
| Opening tomorrow (Wed.), after! the main house, is Kelly's; another, 
| halting stay of ‘Alias Deacon’ (U) to | in what was formerly the barn, is 
uneventful $5,100. : | Shultz’s. Taking his guests from one 
_.New _{Mechanic) (1,581; 15-25-35- | place to the other, accompanying the 
55) — Maryland (20th). Getting | costume gags of his assistants. has 
world premiere tomorrow (Wed.), | heen one of Cook’s delights. In 


with Nancy Kelly, Tyrone Power | 
and Brenda Joyce skedded for p.a. 
at p.m. show scaled at 55c, 85c and 


Shultz’s is one of the finest collection 
of beer mugs in existance, the steins 





| $1.10. Follows ‘Earthbound’ (20th), | being in all sizes and totalling more 
which ambled along to unexciting | than 500. 

$3,500. ' The Cook parties were unusual, 

| to, OW B) (3, 280; 15-25-35-40- too, in the fact that he would invite 

| 99)—-Ghost Breakers’ (Par). Good | groups who were acquainted with 

| $11,000 a cinch. Last wee, ‘Brother each other, or engaged in the same 

Orchid’ (WB), pleasant $7.800 ’ =“. ssiblggeese 

pleasant $7.800. line of endeavor. Sometimes they 

would be newspaper people; some 

adie > so! 
Reels 7 Fite Pix times authors, also radio writers and 


executives. His collection of gadget: 
Continued from page 2_ is vast and there is a sound-equipped 


the fight as a_ short. although a ; picture theatre that seats all of 12 

heated argument whether thei: Before the ‘Hollow’ goes to other 
cameraman was a qualified union hands, Cook plans a farewell party, 
man almost stymied matters. which he says will probably last for 


Several of the newsreels have ad- 24 hours. 


vised key cities to check on old! — 
state laws which may prohibit ex- | 
hibition of fight films. The reels 
have been unable to ascertain defi- | 
nitely on all states, but fear that 
exhibitors may find old statutes rul- | 


Broadway cafe, upon the closing of 
the Eighth avenue establishment, is 
priming for a limited return to the 
boxing ring. He decided to go tour- 


week, ‘Four Sons’ (20th) and ‘La #28 Out prize ring battles. ing after knocking out Cowboy Lut- 
|Conga Nights’ (U) (2d week), slow! Also the reels plan making more trell in Atlanta early last week. 
| $1,400. |elaborate preparations for coverage | Former heavyweight champ is train- 

Coliseum ‘Hamrick - Evergreen) | on future fights, now that the Fed-!| ing in the gymnasium daily and has 


(1,900; 21-35). ‘Edison Man’ (MG) | eral law has been wiped off the | engaged a handler to travel with 
= eee ie oe (2d run).| books. They anticipate some diffi- , him. 

Sucheed (Par) ‘and as Mothory jculty frem promoters of larger| Champ wants to get hunk with 
| (M-G) (2d run), $1,700, bad. bouts because film rights always | some wrestlers who got fresh with 


| Fifth Avenue 
green) (2,349: 30-40-50). 
| (M-G). 


(Hamrick - Ever- 
‘New Moon’ | Ssticuff gentry. 
Anticipate strong $8,000 and | 
week holdover. Last week, ‘Mortal Storm’! sumed the active management of his 


have provided extra gravy for the! him when he referced contesis in 
which they appeared. One of ‘en: 
was Luttrell], who went out in We 


_ second round. 


Jack Dempsey, who recently as- 


poe aera 
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Frisco B.0.s Hold Up Despite Holiday; 
Hardy” Looking for Fine $18,000 


San Francisco, July 9. 
Despite teriffic dent caused by 
Fourth of July business at the Fair, 
which left Market street virtually de- | 
serted in the hot afternoon sun, | 
srosses held their own fairly well, 
Fox and Golden Gate even agoing a 
jittle better than anticipated. 
Roadshow engagement of ‘All This, 
and Heaven Too’ (WB) was disap- 
pointing at Warfield, drawing no} 
more than is expected for -current 
moveover week of ‘New Moon’| 
(M-G). Reserved-seat run of Ra-| 
chel Field opus lasted just one week. | 
No squawks from public on new | 
defense tax, all houses using odd 
figures except: United Artists, which 
is charging 35-40-50, including tax. 
Estimates for This Week 
Fox (F-WC) (5,000; 33-39-44)— 
‘Hardy Debutante’ (M-G) and ‘Fu- | 
gitive Justice’ (WB). Looks like 
$18,000, excellent. Last week ‘New | 
Moon’ (M-G) and ‘Gambling’ (WB), 
better than anticipated at $17,000. | 
Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850; 39-44- 
55)—Country Romance’ (RKO) plus 
vaude. Kiddie revue, Willkie in ‘In- 
formation Please’ and Baer-Galento 
fight, plus one-day personal by Gene 
Raymond, boosting take to pleasant 


$15,000. Last week ‘Pop Pays’ 
(RKO) and ‘Crazy Show,’ better | 
than expected at $13,000. | 


Orpheum (F&M) (2,440; 33-39-44) | 


‘Aw(ul Truth’ (Col) (reissue) and | 
‘Girls Road’ (Col). Figure about 


$6,000, fair. Last week ‘Private Af- 
fairs’ (U) and ‘Can’t Give Anything’ 
(U), ns.h. at $5,600. 

Paramount (F-WC) (2,740: 33-39- 
44)— ‘Safari’ (Par) and ‘Adventuress’ 
(20th) (24 wk.). Below expectations 
Jast week at $13,000, with $9,000 
forecast currently. 

St. Francis (F-WC)~ (1,470; 33-39- 
44)—‘Ghost Breakers’ (Par) and} 
‘Lucky Cisco Kid’ (20th) (4th wk.). 
Staying fourth week for anticipated 
$5,000, same as last week. Bob Hope 
feature holding even pace. + 

United Artists (Cohen) (1,200; 35- 
40-50)—Million B.C.’ (UA) = and 
‘Saps Sea’ (UA) (3d wk.). Consid- 
erably below anticipations last week | 
at $7,000, but remains for third 
stanza, with $5,500 in view. First 
week garnered $12,000. 





Warfield (F-WC) (2,680: 33-39-44) 
—New Moon’ (M-G) and ‘Gambling 


Seas’ (WB). Fox 
Same 
road- 
at 55- 


Moveover from 
expected to annex $10,000. 
figure quoted for last week’s 
show of ‘Heaven Too” (WB) 
75-1.10. 


SAFARY NICE 
7500 IN KC. 


Kansas City, July 9. 
sector now numbers 
houses with shuttering of 
the Orpheum, House was open last 
week with road showing of ‘All This, 
and Heaven Too,” and started week 
with some assurance. Biz dwindled 
and picture moved out last Tuesday 
(2) with take considerably below 
expectations 

{n the picture this week are New- 
man, with ‘Safari,’ and Midland, with 
new Andy Hardy release. Percen- 
tage of biz is about equal, but Loew 
house will top on larger capacity. 

Estimates for This Week 


First-run 


antic @ 
Mitly ive 


_ Esquire (Fox Midwest) (820; 10- 
28-44) “Gangs Chicago’ (Rep) and 


Baer-Galente fight pic. Boxing films 


| scurrying into the theatres, shoving 


| ‘Untamed’ 


aiding here and carrying to fair) 
week at $3,200. Last week, ‘Flight 


Angels’ (WB), an unusual attraction 
in this Fox house, but had fair play 
at $3,000. 

Midland (Loew’s) (4,101: 10-28-44) 
—Andy Hardy Debutante’ (M-G) 
and ‘Saint Over’ (RKO). Combo 
made possible here by closing of Or- 
pheum, which releases RKO product 
() Opposition houses. Holding pace 
of usual Hardy films. Big $11,500 
Last week, ‘New Moon’ (M-G), 
»vroke house custom to play single 
feature and garnered one of the sea- 
sos Dest totals at $10,500 

Newman (Paramount (1,900; 10-28- 


44)—Safari’ (Par). Nice $7,500. 
Last week, wound up 15 days for 
Ghost Breakers’ (Par). Second 
Week, neat $6,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (1,500; 55-75- 
$1.10). House dark. Last week, 
Heaven Too’ (WB). Closed after 
week's run at increased prices. 


Opening days played to fair biz, but 
dwindled sharply and moved out 
after $7,000, far below expectations. | 
House likely to remain dark till fall. 
. Tower (Joffee) (2,110: 10-30 )—‘Saps 


Sea’ (UA) with vaude and beauty 
Contest on. stage. Average $6,400. | 
Last week, ‘Girl 313’ (20th) and 


Vaude headed by Evelyn Brent, in 
same groove, $6,500. 

Uptown (Fox Midwest) (2,043: 10- 
28-44)—Anne Poplars’ (RKO). Splits 
the usual day and date arrangement 
with Esquire temporarily. Slow go- | 
Jay, $2,700. Last week, ‘Flight An- 
8els’ (WB), fair $3,000. 


| 300. 


i Justice’ 





Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
_. 2. ae $1,430,206 
(Based on 25 cities, 166 thea- 
tres, chiefly first runs, including 
N. Y.) 
Total Gross Same Week 
Last Year....... ... .$1,324,600 
(Based on 24 cities, 158 theatres) 








‘SAFARY - VAUDE 
FAIR $15,000 
IN WASH. 


i 


| On the same screen. 


$4,100 to Lead Lincoln | 


‘Ghost’ Getting Bangup ‘Hardy’ $37,300 Tops in Perky Week 


Lincoln, Neb., July 9 


} 
‘Ghost Breakers’ had the 


only ‘ 4 9 
holiday (4) opening, and result was a! S an a e 
spanking good start at the Stuart | ° * ov) 


to assume the lead for the week. It 
will probably come in with $4,100. 


|} even though vying with ‘New Moon’ 


in the same price class. 
Autry is the action kingpin of the | 


| week. He’s in ‘Gaucho Serenade’ | 
at the Colonial, and his old serial, | 
|*‘Phantom Empire,’ is being redone 


Estimates for This Week 
Colonial (Monroe - Noble - Federer 
(750; 10-15)—Gaucho Serenade’ | 


(Rep) and ‘Sabotage’ (WB), split! 
with ‘Prairie Law (RKO)~© and} 
‘Woman Love’ (RKO). Good $900. | 
Last week, ‘Code Cactus’ Vic) and 


‘Secret Four’ (Film Alliance), split | 
with ‘Convicted Woman’ (Col) and | 
‘Texas Stagecoach’ (Col), light $700. 

Lineoln (Paramount- Cooper) 


(1,503; 10-25-35-40)—* New Moon’) 
(M-G). Good $3,800. Last week, | 
‘Favorite Wife’ (RKO), stayed nine | 


more than 
month and got swell $5,200. 


days for first h. o. of 


Nebraska 


(1,236; 

and “Trouble Shooter’ (WB). Slim 
$1.600. Last week, ‘Lucky Cisco’ 
(20th) and ‘On Own’ (20th), very 


Washington, July 9. 
Steady rain for nearly three days 
sent horde of Fourth of July visitors | 


nearly all last week’s grosses over 
estimates. Old Sol returned to glory 
over the weekend, though, and this 
stanza won't be anything to re- 
member. 

Only two new films are on tap, 
and they're keeping the two vaude 
spots neck-and-neck, with no help 
from the footlights. At the Earle, 
WB spot, it’s ‘Untamed,’ and at) 
Loew's Capitol it’s ‘Safari.’ Palace is 
holding ‘New Moon’ second week 
and still doing okay, despite unmer- 
ciful socks from critics. 

World premiere of ‘Ramparts We 





| Watch,’ postponed twice by Keith’s, 


is now skedded for July 23. 


Estimates for This Week 


Capitol (Loew) (3,434; 28-39-44-66) 
— ‘Safari’ (Par) and vaude. Ade- 
quate $15,000. Last week, ‘Susan’ 
(M-G) and Sheila Barrett, big $23,- 
000 

Columbia (Loew) (1,234: 28-44)— | 
‘Mortal Storm’ (M-G) (2d run). 
Back downtown after two oke weeks 
at Palace and will hit average $4,500. 
Last week, ‘Edison Man’ (M-G) (2d 
run), good $5,000. 

Earle (WB) (2,216: 

(Par) and 
Last week, 


28 -39-44-66 )— 
vaude. Oke 


$15,000. ‘Man Talked 


Much’ (WB) and vaude, light $12,- 
600. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,830; 39-55)—‘Fa- 
vorite Wife’ (RKO) (4th wk). 
Should see profitable $6,000. Last 
week, good $8,500. 

Met (WB) (1,600; 28-44)—‘Ghost 
Breakers’ (Par) (2¢ run). Back on| 
mainstem after nice week at Earle 


and will earn nice $8,500 for 10 days. 


Last “Wt@%k, ‘Brother Orchid’ (WB) 
(2d run), passable $4,000 

Palace (Loew) (2,242; 39-55)—‘New 
Moon’ (M-G) (2d wk) Critics 


walloped it, but holdover should see 
solid $10,000. Last week, strong $18,- 
000. 


‘20-Mule Team’-‘Poplars’ 
Best in Denver, $11,300 


Denver, July 9. 
‘Twenty-Mule Team’ and ‘Anne of 


Windy Poplars’ are easily doing the 
best biz in town, with most of the 
houses feeling the long weekend 


competition. 
Estimates for This Week 
Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 25-40) 
Horizon’ (Col) and ‘Awful 
(Col). Good $4,000. Last 
‘Doctor Takes Wife’ (Col), 
week at the Denver, only 
$3,000 
Broadway (Fox) (1,040: 
Moon’ (M-G) and ‘Florian’ 
After a week at the Or- 
doing good $3,006 Last 
‘Mortal Storm’ (M-G) and 
Fool Wife’ (M-G). after a 
it the Orpheum, fair $2,000 
(Cockrill) (1,750; 25-35- 
40 )—Safarl (Par) Nice $6,500 
Last week. ‘Ghost 3reakers’ (Par), 
Okay at $6,000 in its second week 
Denver (Fox) (2.525; 25-35-40) 
‘Brother Orchid’ (WB) and ‘Biscuit 
Eatey’ (Par). Fair $8,000. Last week, 
‘Four Sons’ (20th) and ‘Sandy Lady’ 


‘Lost 
Truth’ 
week, 
after a 
fair at 


25-35-40) 
‘New 
(M-G) 
pheum 
week, 
‘Can't 
week 
Denham 


(U), so-so $7,500. 
Orpheum (RKO) (2.600; 25-35-40) 
20-Mule Team’ (M-G) and ‘Anne 


of Windy Poplars’ (RKO), fine $11,- 
Last week, ‘New Moon’ (M-G) 
and ‘Florian’ (M-G), nice $11,300. 

Paramount (Fox) (2,200; 25-40)- 
‘Sailor’s Lady’ (20th) and ‘Murder in 
Air’ (WB). Fair $3,500. Last week, 
‘Turnabout’ (UA) and ‘Wagons West- 
ward’ (Rep). fair $3,500. 

Rialto (Fox) ($78; 25-40)—‘Doctor 
Takes Wife’ (Col), after a week at} 
each the Denver and Aladdin, and 
‘Men Without Souts’ (Col). Good | 
$2,000. Last week, ‘Torrid Zone’ | 
(WB), after a week at each the Den- | 
ver and Aladdin, and ‘Fugitive from | 
(WB), were fair at $1,750. ~ 


/ Or defendant 


nice $2,600 in six days. 

Stuart (‘Paramount - Cooper) 
(1,884; 10-25-40)—"Ghost Breakers’ 
(Par). Started (4) with a bang and 
will have no trouble getting $4,100, 
rery good. Last week, ‘Four Sons’ 


V 
(20th), stayed but four days, brodied | 
t 


o $1,700. 

Varsity (Noble-Federer) (1,017; 10- 
20-25)—‘Wagons Westward’ (Rep) 
and ‘Out West Peppers’ (Col). 


$2,400. Last week, ‘Curtain Call’ 
(RKO) and ‘Reno’ (RKO), poor, 
| $1,600. 





McDaniel-Skelton, 
Bolsters ‘Affair’ 


In Cleve., $15,500 <i: 


Cleveland, July 9. 
By snapping on its footlights again, 
with Red Skelton and Hattie Mc- |! 
Daniel stage-needling ‘Private Af- 


| fairs,’ Palace is stepping up into good 


coin. Returns nothing like those | 
made by Bob Hope’s p.a. three weeks | 
ago, but still way over anything else 


lin town. 


‘New Moon’ is giving State its 
first big h.o. since ‘Rebecca,’ and hot 
enough for a shiftover to Stillman. 
‘Tom Brown’s Schoo! Days’ is doing 
kindergarten biz at Hipp. 

Estimates for This Week 

Allen (RKO) (3,000: 30-35-42-55)— 

‘Flight Angels’ (WB). Nice $3,500. 


Last week, ‘Brother Orchid’ (WB), 
yn second shot, ran up to _ good 
$4,500 


Alhambra (Printz) (1,200: 10-20-35) 

‘Hot Steel’ (U) and ‘Iste Doomed 
Men’ (Col) (2d run). Fair $1,800, if 
it lasts. Last week, ‘LaConga Nights’ 
(U) and ‘Dark Command’ (Rep) (2d 
run), $2,400, fine 


Circle (Marmorstein) (1,900; 15- 
35)—Girls Broadway’ (M-G). Go- 
ing back to singles for an experi- | 


ment and around $2,800 will be okay. 
Last week, ‘Midnight’ (Par) and ‘St. 
Louis Blues’ (Par) (reissues), nabbed 
around $2,100, so-so. 

Hipp (Warner) (3,700; 30-35-42-55) 


‘Tom Brown’ (RKO). Nameless 
feature being cooked by heat, $8.000, 
below average Last week, ‘Four 


Sons’ (20th), satisfactory $10,500. 
Palace (RKO) (3,200: 30-35-41-55- 
60)—‘Private Affairs’ (U) and vaude, 
headlining Red Skelton and Hattie 
McDaniel Opened Fourth of July. 
For eight days, $15,500 looks prob- 


able and not so bad. Last week. 
‘Anne Poplars’ (RKO). was one of 
those things best forgotten, poor 
$3.000 in six days 


State (Loew’s) 
New Moon’ 


Punchyvy musical 


(3,450; 30-35-42-55) 
(M-G) (2d wk) 


responsible for ex 


cellent $10.000 on h.o Last week 
ereat $16,500. 

Stillman (Loew's?) (1,972: 30-35-42 
55 )'}—Ghost 3reakers’ (Par) (3a 
wk) Good third week, $3,500, after 


ollecting an extra sweet $6,000 last 





week 
Beachcomber 
Continued from page 3 
located across the continent from 
eacn other, and had different cus- 
,tomers. On the food question the 


| recipes were in use in Chinese res- 


before either 
came 


taurants the plaintiff 


into existence; 


and on the charge of enticing em- 
| ployees from the plaintiff, affidavits 
lof the defendant showed some had 


been discharged, and some had left 
the plaintiff's employ before the de- 
fendant was incorporated. 

Lastly, the judge remarked, an in- 
junction would irreparable 
damage to the forcing 


render 
defendant, 


Fair | 


$10,200, ‘Ghost’-Vaude, 2d, $1450) 


> cumemtgntioaai 





Estimated Total Gross 
This Week..... $279,300 
(Based on 11 theatres) 
Total Gross Same Week 
Last Year... $259,700 
(Based on ILL theatres) 





CALLOWAY PLUS 





| ‘ ’ 
(Paramount-Cooper ) 4 
10-20-25)—Florian’ (M-G)— | 9 $ 


OK INDET. 


| 

Detroit, July 9 
Fox currently has Cab Colloway’s 
| band, which earlier in the season 
| was in at the Colonial, near down- 
town stronghold of vaudeville 
through the winter, and biz is okay. 
| Grosses continue healthy, consid- 
| ering the season and the falling off 


of Canadian trade through the new | 


| rigid border laws. 
| Estimates for This Week 
| Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 30-40)— 
| ‘Lost Horizon’ (Col) and ‘Awful 
| Truth’ (RKO) (revivals). Bolstered 
| with Galento-Baer fight film, but ex- 
| pectations aren’t above fair $4,500. 
|Last week, ‘Gangs Chicago’ (Rep) 
|} and ‘Wagons Westward’ (Rep), poor 
| $4,000. 

Fox (Fox-Michigan) (5,000; 30-40- 


‘Sailor’s Lady’ (20th) and Cab 
band. Headed for good 
$ Last week, ‘Earthbound’ 


(20th) and Sammy Kaye orch, $23,- 
000. 
Michigan 
30-40-55) - 
(M-G) and 


(United Detroit) (4,000: 
‘Andy Hardy Debutante’ 
‘Capt. Lady’ (M-G). 


Looking for healthy $14,500 in eight |} 


days. Last week, ‘Susan’ (M-G) and 
‘Phantom Raider’ (M-G), good $13,- 


500 

Palms State (United Detroit) (3,- 
000; 30-40-55)—‘Mortal Storm’ (M-G) 
and ‘Susan’ (M-G). Pair is a com- 
bination of last week’s toppers at 
Michigan and United Artists and in- 
dicate o.k. $8,500 for eight days. 
Last week, ‘Favorite Wife’ (RKO) 
(2d run) and ‘Biscuit Eater’ (Par), 
good $9,000 

United Artists (United Detroit) 


(2,000: 30-40-55 )\—‘New Moon’ (M-G) 


and ‘Divorcement’ (RKO). On way 
to big $12,000 and probable hold- 
over. Last week, ‘Mortal Storm’ 
(M-G) and ‘Opened Mistake’ (Par) 


(2d wk.), good $7,000 on top of first 
week's $11,000. 


‘Storm’ Okay $7,000; 
Mont’! Outlook N.C. 


Montreal, July 9. 


‘Mortal Storm,” at Loew’s, is lead- 
ing, with ‘Ghost Breakers’ as fail 
second at Palace. Balance pooi 


view of fine weather, 
heavy slump in U.S 
biz, is not encouraging 
Estimates for This Week 


Outlook, in 
holidays and 


tourist 
tVULISl 


Palace (CT) (2,700; 25-40-55) 
‘Ghost Breakers’ (Par). Pointing to 
fair $5,500 Last week, ‘Four Sons’ 
(20th), so-so $5,000 

Capito! (CT) (2,700; 25-40-55) 
‘Englishman’s Home’ (Col) and ‘Sec- 
ond Honeymoon’ (20th) Not so hot 
it $3.500. Last week, ‘21 Days’ (Col) 
und ‘Blondie Budget’ (Co!) weak 
$3,200 

Loew’s (CT) (2,800 30-40-60) 
Vorta Storm (M-G) Pacing for 
200d $7,000 Last V CCK Susan 
(M-G) (2d wk), faded to poor $3,000 

Princess (CT) (2.500; 25-34-50) 
D Kildare’ (M-G) and ‘Phantom 
Raide (M-G) Best hope i 
nediocre $2,500 Last week Adven 

+turess’ (20th) and ‘Shootin’ High’ 
(20th), poor $2,200 

Orpheum (Ind) (1,100; 25-40-50) 
‘Million B.C.” (UA) (2d wk). Likely 
$1,500, good enough, after good 
$2,500 last week. 

Cinema de Paris (France-Film) 
(600; 25-50)—‘Paradis Perdu’ (2d 
wk). Fair $1,000, after good $1,400 
last week. 


St. Denis (France-Film) (2.300; 25- 


34)—“3 Mousquetaires’ and ‘Milady’ 
(revival). About $3.200, n.g. Last 
week, ‘Espoir’ and ‘Valse Eternelle,’ 


fair $4,100 


the closing of its business, and 
should the plaintiff prevail at the 
trial, it can then secure damages. 


Plaintiff entered business in Holly- 
wood in 1934, defendant established 
its business in 1959. 


Los Angeles, July 9 
(Best Exploitation: State) 


Most of the first-runs are piling 
up substantial profits currently, de- 
| spite out-of-town exodus occasioned 
| by the July Fourth holiday and ris- 
| ing temperatures. “Fox-West Coast 
acers are extending their week to 
nine days and will give “Andy Hardy 
| Meets Debutante’ close to around 
$32,300 on engagement. Paramount, 
RKO and Pantages are holding over, 
with ‘Gone’ winding up two weeks 
repeat at United Artists (10) to okay 
returns. 

Long run attractions are rapidly 
petering out. They include ‘All This, 


H 

| and Heaven Too,’ at Carthay, and 
|! ‘Our Town,’ at Four Star. Wilshire, 
on moveover, is doing okay with 


‘New Moon.’ 
Because of length 
Hardy Meets Debutante,’ Fox-West 
Coast introduced entirely new type 
of newspaper advertising, specializ- 
ing on spreads in all papers. In ad- 


of title, ‘Andy 


dition, exploitation department un- 
der George Watters went heavily 
for grocery and market tieups, se- 


curing over 200 market windows, 22 
| jewelry stores, pet shops, etc. Gang 
also sent out 10,000 postcards to 
femme graduates in the Los Angeles 
sector, these reading: ‘Are you the 
girl Andy Hardy is looking for?’ 
Estimates for This Week 

Carthay Cirele (F-WC) (1,518; 33- 
$1.10-$1.65)—‘Heaven Too’ (WB) (4th 
wk). Sliding rapidly and may come 
off within couple of weeks. “Current 
stanza, aided by good start on holi- 
day, may hit $5,500. Last week, dis- 
appointing $5,700. 

Chinese (Grauman-F-WC) (2,024; 
36-40-55-75) — ‘Andy Hardy Debu- 
tante’ (M-G) and ‘Lucky Cisco Kid’ 
(20th), dual. Good start and heavy 
holiday trade piling up excellent 
| $14,000 in nine days. Last week, 
|*‘New Moon’ (M-G) and ‘Phantom 
| Raiders’ (M-G), very good $11,900. 
Downtown (WB) (1,800: 30-40-55- 
| 65)—‘Man Talked Much’ (WB) and 
‘Pop Pays’ (RKO). Nothing startling 
and will wind up with weak $5.200 
| Last week, ‘Brother Orchid’ (WB) 
and ‘Sandy Lady’ (U), six-day 
ond week, okay $4,500. 

Four Star (UA-F-WC) (900: 30-40- 








sec 


| 95)—Our Town’ (UA) (3d wk). Hit- 
| ting the skids and makes way (17) 
for ‘Mortal Storm. Current stanza 
| looks like poor $2,600, after weak 
| $3.100 on second. 
Hawaii (G&S) (1,100: 30-40-55-75) 
‘Lost Horizon’ (Col) (3d wk) and 
‘Take Romance’ (Col). Reissue will 
add another good $2,500 currently 
ifter winding up second week with 
very good $3.100 


Hollywood WB) (2,758: 30-40-55) 
‘Man Talked Much’ (WB) and ‘Pop 
Pays’ (RKO). Looks like onlv $5,090, 
poor. Last week (six-day holdover) 
‘Brother Orchid’ (WB) and ‘Sandy 
Ladv’ (U), fair $4,000 

Pantages (Pan) (2.612: 30-40-55)— 
‘Favorite Wife’ (RKO) (2d wk) and 
Beyond Tomorrow’ (RKO) (2d wk) 
Second week headin? for good $8.500 


Holds third week. First stanza piled 
up big $16,400 

Paramount (Par) (3.595: 30-40-55 
75)—Ghost Breakers’ (Par) (2d wk) 
ind stage show Looks like nrofit- 
ible $14,500 on holdover Skinny 
Ennis orch replaced Mattv Malneck 
combo for second stanza. First seven 


lavs wound un with big $19.000. 
RKO (RKO) (2.872: 30-40-55) 
‘Favorite Wife’ (RKO) (2d wk) and 
Beyond (RKO). Should 
hit excellent $8,000 on second week 
and holds. First brought bie $15 500 
State (Loew-F-WC) (2,414: 30-40- 
95-75)—Hardv Debuante’ (M-G) and 


Tomorrow’ 


‘Cisco Kid’ (20th), dual. Getting fine 
$18.300 in nine days Last week, 
‘New Moon’ (M-G) and ‘Phantom 


(M-G). verv good 414.900 


faiders’ 


United Artists (UA-F-WC) (2.100: 
33-51.10-$1.65 )—*Gone’ (M-G) (repeat 
run) Second-final stanza... with an 
xtra lav Ino! like \ 900d 
$10 600 First week, disappointing 
57. SON 

Wilshire (F-WC) (2.296: 30-40-55) 

‘New Moon’ (M-G) and ‘Rriders” 
(M-G) Looks like nice $7.300 on 
nine davs Last weel Eorthhound’ 
(20th) and ‘Four Sons’ (20th), $2,990, 
MOT. 





| Nazis Ban U.S. Pix 


—___ Continued from page 3 





in recently acquired Nazi-controlled 

territory will be taken probably wilt 

develop in the next few days 
Another censorial wrinkle, result+- 


ing from the European war, de- 
veloped this week when a number of 
South American republics were 


avowedly opposing all productions 


having a pro or con bias on the pres- 


ent conflict A couple of Latin- 
American nations turned down ‘The 
Lion Has Wings’ because they felt 


it was too pro-British. For the same 
reason, they promise further rejec- 
anti-Nazi films, all based 
}ou the neutrality angle 


tions on 


ey st ERENT ET, 
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THEY DRIVE BY NIGHT | ¢¢22s £:),_ In conscauence. the flm 
is something less than satisfactory 

Hollywood, July 9. entertainment, despite Javish  set- 

Warner Bros. release of Mark Hellinger tings, costumes, and an acting en- 
production. Stars George Raft, Ann Sheri- semble of unique talent. It is also 
dan, ida Lupine, Humpbrey Bogart; fea- : | 
tures Gale Pe,s, Alan Hale, Roscoe Karns, much too long and would profit from 
John Litel. Directed by Raoul Walsh. | some vigorous pruning. ea 
Screenplay by Jerry Wald and Richard Olivier appears very unhappy in 
Macaulay. based on novel by A. IL, Bez- ic oung bache- 
zevides; camera, Arthur Edeson; editor | the role of varcy, rich es tt then 
Thomas Richards. Previewed at WB Hol- | lor, who 1S first spurne Bhs rons fl 
lywood July %, “4, Running time, 93 | forgiven for his boorishness, conceit | 
MINS. and bad manners. | 
Joe Fabrint........e.seeeeeees- George Raft | There are some good performances. | 
rae nes sheen deena eae Ann Sheridan Mary Boland is a fluttering, clucking 
BAM, CSO oo 6 05865600008 0 eses Ida Lupino i f young women 
Paul Pabrini........00se- Hompbrey Bogare | mother of a brood of yot 
Pl: DRDO ws dcarba none voads Gale Page | whose aim is matrimony. Edna May 
Ra Carisen hebbe ons wena os eesenbe Alan Hale Oliver, as the dominant Lady Cathe- 
arlat McGUrn..-.«+++eresees++ Roscoe Kamm | rine, comes on the scene late in the 
George Rondolos............ Gecige Tobias story and makes for some much | 


| needed merriment. Melville Cooper 
does a good comedy bit and the Ben- 
net sisters, as played by Maureen 
O'Sullivan, Ann Rutherford, Marsha 
Hunt and Heather Angel, provide 
charm and pulchritude. . 
In the telling of the story, with its 


Fast moving and actionful melo- 
drama of long-haul trucking biz. 
‘They Drive’ clicks with plenty en- 
tertainment content. Will garner | 
profitable returns in key and subse- | 
quent runs. Strong marquee values Be 
in Raft, Ann Sheridan, Ida Lupino | numerous lesser plots and complica- 
end Humphrey Bogert cinch it for | tions, Robert Z. Leonard has found 
summer bookings. | nie sgt A gg _ se pe 

a ivi | his screen with many c rs, 

Story, off the beaten track, divides | a tottaee hateann ile Gacebe 


in sections, but with a neat “sin : 
a Perigo it ies, First and Olivier loses force and clarity. 


j , . " But for audiences that are clamor- 
oe vol ys Fo kne: on ae | ing for films far removed from pres- 
lance highway truck, culminating | ee ad trometer bin eriecti 
aged eed ee eee into the formula. It is about people 
his al ro ag ale ya viaieeaer ad. | and life of an England of ataae * ad 

; 3 ‘les ain. ‘ 
ventures. Second half is devoted to | MEMOMES FEMAID. ” 
the triangle melodrama, with Raft | } 


on the receiving end of persistent | MURDER IN THE AIR 


the married | 





amorous advances of 

Miss Lupino. Latter is a witchy Warner Bros. release of First National | 
wench who murders her husband | preduction. Features Kenuld angen. — 

A “' oe Oe Foy, Jr., James Stephenson, Lya Lys, John 

and gives Raft a half-interest in the | 5 fe)” Directed by Lewis Seiler. Original 

large trucking business in an at-!sereenplay by Ramond Sehrock; editer, 

tempt to win him. That failing, and | Frank Magee; dialog director, Harry Sey- 

ith Raft mar in Ann Sheridan mour; camera, Ted MeCord At Palace, 
wi a ying * 1 N. Y.. week July 3, "46, dualed. Running 


time, 55 MINS, 
| Brass Bancroft....... 
—, PEE 


Lupino accuses him of complicity in 
husband's murder. Strain drives her 


tonald Reagan 
....John Litel 








insane; clearing Raft for fadeout | yijar ikiker Lya Lys 
clinch with Sheridan, oN reer Juines Stephenson 

Under production guidance of | ne jee erg Sree = madie on a oe 

j « = octor inchley......-+-.-- tober arwie 

Mark Hellinger, Raoul Walsh pro PRIEOTE bic es nccvccccées Victor Zimmerman 
vides deft direction that accentuates Admiral Winfield............ William Gould 
dramatic moments and maintains a | Comm. sder Wayne......... Kenneth Harlan 
zippo tempo throughout. Script by Pi nnoall et ie a Perr eye Freak Withox 
Wald and Macaulay is decidedly } Tohn Kr amer... ote Sigs Pets te sy Dick Rich 
workmanlike with numerous snappy |! Otto.................2.-.05- Charles Brokaw 


evekids Helen Lynd 


and at times spicily double-entendre | Dolly 
lines interwoven. 
Raft holds the spotlight as the| This is intended to be a spy thril- 
vigorous and determined trucking | ler, but it gets badly tangled up in 
indie battling against adversities to | its own super-melodramatics at the 
consummate a dream of owning his | finish for a silly and unsatisfactory 
own fleet. He turns in a topnotch | ending. This, coupled with absence 
performarce. Equal in importance | of cast names, makes it mediocre 
is Miss Lupino who turns on her | dual fare. 
dramatic talents for an exceptional- Team of Ronald Reagan. as the go- 
ly outstanding portrayal, unsympa- | setter federal agent, and Eddie Foy, 
thetic though it is. Bogart is ex-|Jr., as his wise-cracking assistant, 
cellent as the hard-working driver | js nitted avainst a foreign spy rine 
and Raft’s brother, providing studio |in ‘Murder in the Air’. As operatives 
with angle he can easily graduate |for the FBI. the former worms his 
from gangster and heavy assign-| way into confidence of the saboteur 
ments. Miss Sheridan is okay, main- | band, while Foy works as life-line or 
ly for love interest, overshadowed | contact with federal agents. 


by the stellar performance of Miss| Scripter Raymond Schrock has 


Lupino. Karns and Hale click along | alertly borrowed from present-day 
the route with comedy lines and/| headlines because he has rung in 
situations. Walt. | sabotage, international spving and | 

—_—_——— \ fifth column activities. There’s a 


| scene at a ‘Rice committee’ hearing, 
'obviously patterned after the Dies 
| sessions, and over the entire story 


Pride and Prejudice 


Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer release of Hunt F : ose ee a 
Stromberg production. Stars Greer Garson the intention to por tray how skill 
end Laurence Olivier. Directed by Robert | fully foreign spies operate. When 
%. Leonard, Frem novel by Jane Austen; | the author is building suspense, he is 
dramatization by Helen Jerome; screenplay ee . aa : 
by Aldous Huxley and Jenve Murfin; cam- | OKay- It is when he permits the 
era, Karl Freund: score, Herbert Stothart;: story to get out of hand, as with the 
editor, Robert J. Kern, Previewed in Pro- | wreck of a navy blimp as well as the 
jection Room, N. Y., July & '40. Running ant oe “i tie 1eC ’ 
time. 117 MINS. operation of an a projector, 
Flizahbeth Bennet... ....Greer Garson | that the yarn skids. 

BES, OPES 056505 oo ccna. ._Laurence Olivier Besides Reagan and Foy, Jr.. James 
Mrs. Bennet.........+--. ...Mary Boland Stephenson handles the film’s sin- 
Lady de Bourgh..........Edna May Oliver | ;.47 : - io 
= inet ff “Maureen O'Sullivan | ister_ role well as the spy chief. 
Lydia Bennet _Ann Rutherford Lya Lys is neatly cast as the femme 
Miss Binzley ---++-Frieda Inescort | esnionage agent, while John Litel is | 
Moe. Calling 2 Bafound Sven" | the FBI head. Robert Warwick has | 
Kitty Pennet. Heather Angel a bit as a medico, and Kenneth Har- 
ee teeeee + qeueoee Tens lan, another oldtimer, is effectively 
Mr singley aro ... Bruce ester ” “ f : 2 i ‘ 

ERR ey 5 ela aad amenae Edward Ashley Cast 7s @ naval commender. Helen 
Mr. Collins Melville Cooper Lynd’s comedienne bit also revisters 

Mr. Dennvy.. . Marten Lamont | wel] Wear 
Sir William Lucas EPR 5 aE F 
Mre. Phillipe... May Rentt, a 
Lady Lucas Murjorie Wood 





Out West With Peppers 


Metro reaches into the remote cor- | 


P : Columbia production and release. Fea- 
ners of the library book-shelf for this tures Edith Fellows, Dorethy Ann Seese 
old-time novel about English society | Dorethy Peterson, Charles Peck, Tommy 
and the vicissitudes of a_ British | Bond. Directed by Charles Barton. Screen- 

: Bhi,’ shag aes % play, Harry Rebnas; story, Margaret Sid- 
mother facea with the task of Marry- | ney; camera, Benjamin Kline: editor, 
ing off five daughters in a limited James Sween@m. Reviewed at Varsity, Lin- 
market. ‘Pride and Prejudice’ was coln. Neb, July 40. Running time, 
written by Jzne Austen in 1793. It 6% MENS. 
was published in 1813, and through Polly....... Edith Fellows 
the years the story has been read by "Prensie sy Davotey Spe Peees 

<i . . ° . Mr Pepper nan Dorothy Peterson 
succeeding English generations, who jie, : Charles Peck 
have found its descriptions and pre- | Jo« Le sios fommy Bond 
Victorian customs and manners in- | Davie +--+. Bobby Larson 
teresting and insiructive. ee 3 yh cent ms os 
ia z > : 4 4 = . lice elen trown 

As a film it possesses little of gen- 6), hinies Gienct) 
eral interest, except as a co-starring King.............-.o...e. Pierre Watkin 
vehicle for Greer Garson and Lau- | Jasper.,.......+. Nonald Sinelair 
rence Olivier. Both of them have “aleb.........-..+-. Walter Soderiing 
achieved high rating during the past Bill. .* Petes 


season, the former as the wife in ‘Mr. 
Chips,’ and the Jatter in ‘Wuthering | 
Heights’ and ‘Rebecca.’ Their new 
joint venture is in a boxoffice cate- 
gory somewhat below the high mark 
of their recent pictures. 


Margaret Sidney's book characters, 
juves who reeked of goodness, pur- 
ity, and stalked through pages of 
several kid stories, do not wear well 


Any novel which survives more — the screen. ‘Out West’ is their 
than a century possesses unusual third picture, and except for the 
: localities where saccharine family 


qualities, and ‘Pride and Prejudice’ 
qualifies chiefly because of the char- 
acterization of Elizabeth Bennet, 
eldest of the eligible sisters and a 
rather daring young woman with 
ideas of feminism far in advance of 
her contemporaries. In the stage 
version of the novel prepared by 
Helen Jerome and presented at the 
Music Box (N. Y.) in 1935, Elizabeth 
was properly highlighted against the 


Stuff still goes, the exhib is apt to 
find it like drowning, where three 
times dunked js apt to be fatal. 

| When Edith Fellows was a harum- 
scarum, she had a lot more color 
than her lack-luster in these Pepper 
,pies. Now, she’s become so su-weet 
she’s practically been written out of 
| the script to make room for Dorothy 
;Ann Sesse and Tommy Bond, the 
restrictions of her time. In the !cut-ups, who do not mind Miss Fel- 
screenplay by Aldous Huxley and peed good example. The Seese girl, 
Jane Murfin, she is trimmed to fit | in three iilms, has moved from sixth 
into a yarn. about a family, rather | or seventh place in the cast, up to 
than about an unusual and coura-‘ nudging Edith for the top spot. She's 


Miniature Reviews 


‘They Drive By Night’ (WB). 
Melodrama starring George Raft, 
Ann Sheridan, Ida Lupino and 
Humphrey Bogart. Okay b.0. 

‘Pride and Prejucice’ ‘(M-G). 
Greer Garson and Laurence Oli- 
vier co-starred in classic novel of 
old-time English society. 

‘Murder in the Air’ (WB). Ron- 
ald Reagan putting FBI finger on 
foreign spy ring. Mild dualer. 

‘Out West With the Peppers’ 


(Col). Third of the series. The 
most inferior of the lot, 
‘Sporting Blood’ (M-G). Fa- 
miliar racehorse formula pro- 
vides moderate eniertainment 


for program support. 

‘Seatterbrain’ (Rep). Judy 
Canova in a light programmer 
for family and rural audiences. 

‘A Fugitive from Justice’ 
(WB). Fast-moving killer-thrill- 
er rating high among the B fod- 
der. 

‘The Return of Wild Bill’ 
(Col). Cheap western siarring 
Bill Elliott. Strictly for the kids. 

‘One Man’s Law’ (Ren). Ordi- 
nary western patterned along 
familiar lines, with Don (‘Red’) 
Barry as star. 

‘Stagecoach War’ (Par). Weak- 
ie in the ‘Hopalong’ Cassidy se- 
ries, 

‘Gaslight’ (Anglo-Amer.). Brit- 
ish-made adaptation of stage hit, 
and clicko. Stars Diana Wyn- 
yard, Anton Walbrook. 

‘The Case of the Frightened 
Lady’ (Br.). An Edgar Wallace 
meller for dual support. 


‘Door With 7 Locks’ (Rialto). 
Leslie Banks starrer, adapted 
from Edgar Wallace thriller. 
of secondary rating. 

‘Saloon Bar’ ‘AB). Okay 


made-in-Britain crime meller. 








| the cutest of the bunch, although her 


work is stiff. 

Series has seen a substitution, too, 
'Pierre Watkin, for Clarence Kolb, 
,; who was Mr. Rich-with-a-heart-of- 
gold in the previous two. Otherwise 
| the cast remains the same. Dorothy 
| Peterson, the mother of the brood, is 


shunted to the background, while the | 


kids get into trouble in a lumber 
camp. Victor Kilian and Emory 
Parnell are best represented of the 
character fraternity. 

| Tasteless fare from beginning to 
‘end, ‘Out West’ is patched up with 
processing, hes a poor print, and is 
inferior on all counts. Art. 


SPORTING BLOOD 


Holiywood, July 6. 


Metro-Goldwyn-Mavyer releute of 
E. Levoy production, Feutures Hobert 
Young, Maureen O'Sullivan, Lewis Stone. 


Simon. Screenplay 
Albert Mannheimer 
sed on original story 


Directed by 8S. Sylvan 
by Lawrence Hazard, 
'and Dorothy Yost; ba 


by Grace Norton; camera, Sidney Wagner; 
editor, Frank Sullivan. Previewed «at Fox 
Wilshire, July 4, 4. Running time, 
81 MINS, 

Myles Vanders Robert Young 
Linda Lockwood........Mautreen ©'’Sullivan 
Davis Lockwood..........- Lewis Stone | 
Duffy.. da4.¥ Ved Oeeusep ss William Gargen 
SOBR: LOCK WOOT... ccseveyerces Lynne Carver 
GOs bi. 506006065 neebeseetess Clarence Muse 
Gite WitBeld...ccsseceseoes Lloyd Corrigan 
Stonewall... iccscesconevsess George HH. Reed 
EVR v6 655025 56b6008 06008 Tem Kennedy 
"eee «6 GF Bete. . é-6066 ane Russell Hicks 
Banker Cobt George Lessey 


This is a horse-racing picture, as 
indicated by the title. 
used by Metro for a track siory in 
1931 with Clark Gable in top spot, 
but there is similarity in the 
stories aside from the turf back- 
grounds. This ‘Sporting Blood’ lacks 
vigor in both script and direction, 
besides painting Robert Young as a 
decidedly unsympathetic character 
to cool audience favor until he per- 
forms a quick regeneration at the 
finish. Picture wili groove as an 
average programer for dual support 
generally, but may catch some top 
key spots to fill in product slack. 

Young is a small stable owner who 
touts when necessary to get hay 
money. He returns to his family 
plantation in Virginia, which is 
iound in shambles throucvh years of 
neglect. There’s an old family feud 
which makes his going tough. But 
he breaks through to court the daugh- 
ter of adversary Lewis Stone: finds 
his horse injured in a stable fire 
just before the big race; is jilted by 
| the one daughter, but marries the 
other (Maureen O’Sullivan) mainly 
to continue his spite against the old 
|man. The girl’s horse is trained to 
| go on and win the handicap after a 
stirring battle with Stone’s thorough- 
|bred. Then there’s the quick re- 
| generation and final clutch. 

After opening at a racetrack for a 
running fhat sees Young’s horse 
| shuffled by racketeers, the story 
quickly moves to Virginia for several 
; sequences showing the training of 
|nags. The big handicap and main 
| event is a neat intercutting of stock 
shots of the track and crowd with 
intimate scenes of the race. lf the 
previous story structure had been 
as good as the race, picture would 
rise far above its rating as general 
entertainment. 

. Young does the best he can with 
a tough assignment in the lead: while 
Maureen O'Sullivan provides strength 


Same tag was 


no 





to her role as the headstrong daugh- 
ter of Lewis Stone. Latter gives 
‘usual well-moulded performance, 
| while William Gargan catches many 
| laughs as the trainer. Lynne Carver 
is an eyeful as the girl who toys 
with Young's affections. Walt, 


| SCATTERBRAIN 


(WITH SONGS) 
Hollywood, July 2. 





Republic release of Gus Meins produe- 
tien; directed by Meins. Stars Judy Can- 
ova Original screenplay by Jack ‘Townley 
and Val Burton; additional dialog, Paul 
(onlan; camera, Ernest Miller; editor, 
Ernest Nims; production manager, Al Wil- 
son. Previewed in Projection Room, July 
1, "40. Running time, 70 MINS, 
Judy Hull. eneeteeweani Judy Canova 
SB. Te. PRUMSOOT. oc cvcesccvacses \lan Mowbray 
Mies Stevens. ....scocsssoees Ruth Donnelly 
Eddie MacIntyre............+. Eddie Fov, Jr. 
Nicolas Raptis..... .. doseph Cawthorn 
Sam Maxwell...... ....Wallace Ford 
Esther Harrington............. lvabel Jewel 
Prof. De Lemma. .....cssces tuls Albernl! 
DER c oe ncceecisnssecsess Billy Gilbert 
Pee TE. oc cn an cles ss tuasds Emmett Lynn 
BR er ee Jimmy Starr 

Judy Canova displays sufficient 


personality and ability in her back- 
woods characterization to indicate 


and possible b. o. rating for the rural 
and family houses as time goes on. 
Miss Canova is a sort of modernized 
Sis Hopkins, who repeatedly toured 
the gaslight circuit of the hinter- 
lands with much success. Key audi- 
ences in the metropolitan areas may 
not savvy her Ozarkian tweng and 
humor, but it’s surefire for the rus- 
tics. = 

Story is lightly set un to mainly 
showcase her individualized vocal- 
izing and comedy. Yarn has many 
familiar corny sidelights that are 
broadly sketched by direction, but 
the situations are still good enough 
to generate laughs in the family 
| houses, 
Yarn revolves arotind a film stu- 


the Ozarks for ‘discovery’ as star 
of a pending picture. Director, 
however, miscues and picks up Miss 
Canova for the trip to Hollywood 
and chance at stardom. When the 
mistake is discovered, director tries 
jto unload the girl without success, 
‘and he takes continual bows when 
she surprisingly clicks as a singing 
| comedienne. 

Girl is bewildered sufficiently by 
ithe. studio manipulations, and is 





sticking around for several pictures | 


dio that attempts to plant a girl in| 


are the dark threats, while John 
Gallaudet is a carbon of Winche}) 
'a radio gabber with an in with the 
G-men. It’s only in the too-frequent 
use of this latter device in the plot 
| that it becomes just a shade too 
thick, the film otherwise being sur- 
prisingly logical ‘and well-werked 
|out as such pix go. 

WB takes something of a new tack 
in the film, ditching all the gangster 
verbiage usual with such fare jn 
favor of His Majesty's English, minus 
only the broad A. It's easier on the 
ears, gives the bluenosers one less 
|item to squawk about, and robs the 
‘film of no authenticity. Herb. 


Return of Wild Bill 














Columbia production and relesse.  Stsye 
Rill Elliott; features Iris Meredith, Dire “a 
ed by Joseph H. Lewis. Screenplay, Rehert 
Lee Johnson and Fred K. Myton: story 
Walt Coburn; camera, George Meehon: 
editor, Richard Fantl At Central, XN. yy” 

; dual, week July 3, "40. Running time’ 
| 60 MINS. z 
| wild Bill Saunders.......... Bill Ellicut 
| Sammy Lou Griffin......... leis Meredith 
ee eee. Seer George Elova 
A ee Luana Wualters 
FO ee ere Edward LeSaint 
Sy Ce a o0:5 is bh cb wee ke mae Frank laRue 
FSD BESEOGs etciscessokse Francis Walther 
| eesinas b bk0) 6009h68A 000005 Chuck Mervieon 
| A ONEREES 6.400 bbb eRe ReKes seb ne Dub Taylor 
| MEM Rac ctibncenedevgecsernses Buel Bryant 
ere Te eee ee ee Per -.» William Kellogy 


‘The Return of Wild Bill’ is a 
| cheapie western, okay only for the 
|younger kids in the dual action 
houses. Its horseplay and gunplay 
| hew to a pattern that’s pretty nearly 
jac old as picture-making itself 
| Bill Elliott, film's star, is another 
one of those sterling heroes of the 
range; a two0-gunman whose six- 
shooters are strictly on the side of 
law and order. He returns to his 
home country to find his father dy- 
ing from bullet wounds inflicted by 
one of a gang of hoodlums—and 
| from there on the gangsters are not 
due to live long. 

There’s some slight romantic an- 
gles via Iris Meredith, as the daugh- 
ter of a murdered ranchman, and 
Luana Walters, who plays the sister 
| of the bandits’ leader. She's straight, 
however, and always warns the hon- 
est cattlemen when her brother is 
scheduled to come calling. She's 
) also murdered at the finish, but in- 
stead of Miss Meredith then having 





| 
Albert | 


i briefly tied to Eddie Foy, Jr., for | clear road to Wild Bill's affections. 
{slight romantic _ pitches. Latter | he’s called off to some adventure 
clicks in one of the best comedy | elsewhere after fully avenging his 
opportunities he has had on the | father’s death. 
screen, and does much to get over| The best acting is done by the 
| the antique gags. ; guns, which are such remarkable 
| Supporting cast is particularly weapons they can shoot down thou- 
strong. Alan Mowbray is the pic-!cands without reloadings. It’s # 
ture director; Joseph Cawthorn | wonder Great Britain hasn't been 
the producer; and Ruth Donnelly a trying to buy this secret from the 
fast-thinking and acting secretary. | yy s . shah Scho 
| Billy Gilbert has a typical tongue- as ae : : 


|twisting sequence as dramatic coach 
for the girl; while Luis Alberni 
handles the delivery of some hypno- 


BAER-GALENTO BOUT 


| tizing stunts. best of which is with Mox Baer and Tony Galento bout staged 
Foy as the victim. by Mike Jacobs at Roosevelt Stra um. lore 
‘ a ~ sliver : 5 sey City, July 2, "40; at Palace nnd ilelte, 

Several songs delivered in Canova- a Y.: phatenssabed by Sack Ricecr. Rvue- 


Ozarkian technique are interspersed ning time, 21 MINS, 
climaxing ‘Se 


throughout the running, | 
with a production number of ‘Scat- |; The mauling match between two 


terbrain.’ Good production judg- | rather discredited heavyweights was 
ment was used in not detouring alluded to by sports writers eas ‘ihe 
from the main story purpose and | battle of the bums,’ each having a 


buildup of Miss Canova by display penchant for calling the other hy 


of elaborate studio sets and staves. | that term. But the men have a cer- 
Walt. tain amount of color which partly 
sreorebemniatn explains the near-capacity crowd 


— : that witnessed the fight in the Jer- 
A Fugitive From Justice ns Bea 4 ball park. 


very exciting 


Warner Bros. release of Bryan Foy pro- 2 7 wes nothing 
duction. Features Roger Pryor, Lucile about the contest, though each Ads tl 
Fairvanks, Eddie Foy. Jt Sheila Brom- | testant fractured the rules at times. 
sealed ta Gasset: gp rll anor = - |In the early rounds, someone at the 
Gottleib from original by Leonnrd’ aon, Palace remarked that it sounded 
bauer: camera, \rthur -L fod; editor, beiter over the radio than the pic- 
Thomas Pratt. At Glehe, N. ¥.. week of | tures disclose, but that was during 
July 6, "40. Running time, 54 MENS, the early part of the seven round 
Sonne’ Locus 1 ie ee, Pryor affair. Thereafter the film becomes 
a ee ‘adie a interesting and also comic, for Baer 
Ruby Patterson.......ee.6. Sheila Bromley | Starts clowning, 
sean, Aiexandes en uwate . ms 2 —— At the end of the fifth round 
Mark Rogers........ 2/2!!! John Gallnuder | When the men swung punches afier 
Mrs. Leslie......0¢......... Lottie Williams | the bell rang, Max bows to his pudgy 
—— (heb Vewtewns is =: Joe a viin | Opponent and the bit goes for a good 
Se re * poh ay laugh. After Tony had butted Max, 
OT sin ienlearchys Robert FE, O'Conner the latter starts saying things to the 
orkery Mae age coe oe be. ‘Thomas Jackson beer-guzzling Galento. His lips are 
NNN 2. tak vee cece ves eed Keane seen in action and the remarks are 
__ SR ene Willis Claire | Probably anything but parlor con- 
Calhoun eer eer ee Gus Glasmire Versi tion. It was feared Baer's chat- 
a. oe Bona fer misht get onto the sound track 
OtRte Was... << cccescin.... Michael Conroy but did not. Only extranegus re- 
. ‘ |Mmerk noticed comes from one of 


Galento’s handlers. When ‘Two-Ton 
ony’ was unable to answer the bell 


Warner Bros. has a tight little 


nifty for the stick-"em-up and shoot- 


‘em-down trade in this tritely-named for the eighth round, the fellow 
affair tagged ‘A Fugitive from Jus- S@Ys, ‘well the hell with it.’ 
tice.” Obviously intended as nothine There was comedy in the intro- 


but B fodder for those houses whose Guction, too, announcer alluding t 
audiences like their heroes smooth the bald-headed Galento as the ‘pop- 


and the trigger-action fast, it's 54 Wlar young Jerseyite.’ After the 
minutes of zip, well-larded with Match there is an interview in Baer’s 
thrills, albeit along a familiar for- dressing room, auestions beng put 
mula. It will stand up well with by Lou (Abbott and) Costello 
anything of its type. Champ Joe Louis completes a trio, 

Former’ band __batoneer Roger | Max having his arm around the 
Pryor handles the top role with |EBomber’s shoulders, Baer’s week- 
/exceeding aptness. He's an insur- long beard is a feature and his face 


ance investigator out to keep a mil- is not marked, as the result of duck- 
| lion-dollar-policy holder, whom both ing Tony's left hooks. Interview pro- 
| Sangsters and cops are after, from |duces more smiles, including Louis.’ 
| becoming the object of a payoff by Latter said he expected to again 
|his company. _ Billed equally with fight Baer in September although 
him is the vis-a-vis, Lucile Fair-|‘we are friends.’ 
banks, although her role is com-| Pictorially the film is okay but 
paratively minor and she makes some details appear to be missing 
nothing particular of it. She's okay Galento just barely managed te 
to look at, however, and a niece of |reach his chair at the end of the 
|the late Doug, Sr.. so WB is ob-| seventh round but that is not clear 
viously giving her the buildup treat- in the film and it is possible the 
ment. /camera was at an angle that didn't 
Eddie Foy, Jr., earns laughs as record the action. Some of his back- 
the cluck assistant to Pryor in pre- hand socks are seen, however. 
serving the hide of Donald Douglas.| One slow motion clip is used, de- 
Sheila Bromley and Morgan Conway (Continued on page 14) 
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Tosci’s Goodwiller 


Opens Up New Avenues for U.S. Talent 


By RAY JOSEPHS 


Buenos Aires, July 5. | 

U. S. talent—headed by ‘good will 
tour’ of maestro Arturo Toscanini 
and the NBC symphony—is giving 
South America its biggest entertain- | 
ment biz in years. Sensational | 
audience-getting success of the or-| 
chestra and other A-1 attractions | 
makes showmen here feel that this 
augurs a vast new field is being | 
opened. | 

With proper exploitation, knowl- | 
edge of the continent, and continued | 
government cooperation, it’s likely | 
that things will pick up, regardless 
of the outcome of the war. 

Hitler’s blitz business, in fact, is a/ 
contributing factor. Many stars, ac- 
customed to hopping across the! 
pond, have headed here instead, of- 
fering South America a lineup of 
attractions hitherto unobtainable. | 


Result is better names, more b.o. | 
cash and a disposition on part of | 
South American audiences to look | 
to the States, rather than Europe, 
for entertainment. | 

But there are many pitfalls in 
the way and U. S. artists, counting 











South American Way | 


Buenos Aires, July 5. 
RCA Victor, expecting to cash 
in on radio sales through Tos- 
canini broadcasts in B.A., pulled 
one boner. Some, smart local 
bought plug time from the 
municipal station, its announce- 
ments urging, ‘listen to the in- 
comparable Toscanini with a 
Phillips radio’ between every 
number, 
Phillips is Dutch outfit and 
RCA’s strongest competish lo- 
cally. | 





| 








on easy change, can find themselves 
on the wrong end of a steamship 
pier with no way back. 

Trip of the maestro and NBC sym- 
phonists is worthy of study as an 
indication of what can be done. Un- 


derstood it proved that, while such 
a big unit could not pay its own 
way, regardless of the receipts, NBC 
will cash in twofold. 

1. Initials of NBC have been 
atressed throughout entire tour. Any 
artist from the NBC stable will have 


easier going and chain has already 
built up a million dollars’ worth of 
good will in South America. 

2. RCA Victor radio sales are ex- 
pected to go up. Company has on- 
the-spot plants, under heavy com- 
petish from European makers also 
with branches here. 

Lack of time, the chief difficulty 
with money-making possibilities of 
NBC Symph, is one factor that need 
not worry the individual artist. 

Distances here are great. Rio and 
Buenos Aires, the No. 1 city (3,000,- 
000), are as far apart as New York 
and Havana. 

Rio is in the tropics—B. A. on a 
climate level with Charlecton, S. C 
and Brazilians and Argentians, al- 
though they both like Wagner and 
Beethoven, are worlds apart in tem- 
perament 


On the west coast, Chile, Peru, 
Bolivia, have no cities anywhere near 
the size of Rio and B.A., but 
show biz has been good despite 


necessity for long hops if anything 
but planes are used. 

NBC tour, of course, had best ef- 
forts of socialites and government 
fficials in Brazil, Argentina and 
Not many artists would 


kid gloves. 


Urugay 
get such 
Complications 

there were difficulties 
American Republic's linet 


Even so, 
When the 


Brazii practically sold out to the 
band, it pulled into B.A. June 19 
it 8 a.m. But it wasn’t possible to 
lock until 11. Then the fun be- 
gan The maestro was hustled off 
the pier while underlings looked af- 
ter his luggage. But the fiiddlers. 


horn blowers, etc., had to clear their 
stuif through. Only two of the men, 
both Argentines, could sling the 
lingo. The others tried French, Rus- | 
sian and yelling. It was five hours 
before the boys got off the pier. 

A rehearsal was set for three and 
the maestro was the only one who 
showed up. He took it patiently. 

Finally got the boys rounded up 
and started scraping away at 6 p.m. 
Concert was to go on at 9—and one 
of the lads was on stage in his old 
blue serge suit ready to play that 
way when his bag and clothes were | 
hustled up. Which meant more vex- | 
ing, considering that the advance 


in South America | Disney Worried About 


| Paris Rep, Feignous 


Walt Disney office has received no | 
; word since June 3 frum its Paris 
|rep, Wally Feignous. Last report | 
from him was from Paris, informing 
| 
! 


build-up was that everything would 


that he was planning to head toward 
be perfect. 


the Mediterranean if Hitler marched 
Municipally owned Colon theatre!in. Efforts to contact him have been | 
wowed both the maestro and play-| fruitless. London office, which used | 
ers, however, House is a 3,500-|to talk with him regularly on the} 
Seater, and makes Manhattan's! phone, cabled New York to learn if 
Metropolitan look like the old Proc- | it had any word from him. 
tor’s 23d street. | Disney’s Paris branch was preper- | 
| ing the translation on a French ver- 





Wartime Biz Bad, London's Exhibs 





Protest Paying Peacetime Rentals 


IT’S THE NUTS | London, June 25. 
| Joint sessions of film trade repre- 
Brazilian Film Industry's Expansion sentatives last week (18) went over- 
No Dice | board on the effects of war and in- 
sisal vasion. Exhibs are anxious for a 
Washington, July 9. meeting with distributor group to 
Despite the aid supplied by Gov- | discuss the especially difficult posi- 
ernment authorities, it has failed to tion of London operators, who, with 

of Brazil's Lilli- | 


| Nothing 


newly-organized 


‘ferent, wiii go to war relief. 


Diamond horseshoe effect is the a a 
same but, otherwise, houses are | sion of Pinocchio when the Ger- } 
miles apart. Located outside the |'™@"S came in. Actual dubbing, | 


theatre district, in front of a bi 
plaza, the Colon has plenty of park- 
ing space, an ultra modern staging 
setup and an established audience. 

Florio M. Ugarte, director general 
who went up to New York to make 
arrangements, used the Toscanini 
series of eight concerts to sell his en- 
tire season. Tickets 
series. Operas usually given three 
or four nights a week. This is win- 
ter here; season started May 25. 


Because of the South American 


| however, had not yet begun. 
| Spanish and Portuguese, 


| been dubbed in. 


NEW CHANGE ON 
BRITISH QUOTA 


are sold in’ 


custom of dinner at 9 or 10 in the’ 


evening, several of the Toscanini 
concerts opened at 5. Custom is to 
take two hours for lunch (12-2 most 
everybody goes home) and then 
have tea about 4:30 p.m. These 5 
p.m. matinees are known as the 
‘vermouth session’ and get the big- 


| gest crowds in the film houses and 


concerts, , 

House in Rio, also municipally 
owned, is much smaller than Colon 
and not as modern backstage. Colon 
has.a set up so speedy that sets for 
Symph rehearsals could be whipped 
away as fast as a music Hall revolv- 
ing stage and replaced just as 
quickly by an opera set. Boys never 
quite got over system, expecting 
backwoods equipment here. 


To the NBC group as well as in-! 
| dividual 


artists coming to South 


America the tremendous Latin ap- 
'oroval (and disapproval, if they 
think you're lousy) was cited, by 


many, as highly important. 

Maestro, usually aloof, warmed 
under tropic sun on the way down— 
an indication that was considered 
worthy of note by showmen 


He ate his dinner in public dining 
room, lounged in specially made 
blue pajamas, attended a dinner at 


the American Embassy here. 


Mobbed wherever he _ appeared. 


Someone slipped in not telling local 


photogs that he can’t stand flash- 
bulbs and, as a result, there was al- 
most a row on the arrival pier with 
being freely 
lasting, however, although 
some of the press commented. 

Notices and space in all 
good. Also RCA poster, window 
display and other tieups. One 
taurant even dished up roast chicken 
a la Gran Maestro and lured some 
of the musikers with a 15% cut. 

Symph members lived in the boat 
in Rio two concerts there 
going down and going back. 

At last B. A. concert (July 1), 
Maestro played Wagner’s Maester- 
singer as an encore, first time he had 
»ver done so in his career according 
to Samuel Chotzinoff, N. Y. Post 
critic, personal friend, who’s along. 

In Montevideo, Uruguay, where 
two were given (July 3-4) 
the local symph took the boys for a 
busride ’roundgtown. In B. A. the 
Colon ork threw a cocktail party with 
much gabbing in bad Spanish. 

Enihusiasm, while great, was noth- 
ing like the days when the maestro 
made his debut in Rio 54 years ago. 
recalled, audiences would 


names 


res- 


played 


concerts 


Then, he 


toss hats. gloves, ete. on stage for 
star: practically do a strip tease to 
show how much they cared. 

He was treated almost like an idol 
yn current trip, however, thousands 
jamming pier in Rio, stevedores 
blocking his way so they could kiss 
his hand 

Applause at every concert terrific 
One wag insisted the crowds were 

» overwhelmed that they could have 
y;one for ‘Swanee River’ just as 


easilv. they were so carried away. 


Stoki Follows to S.A. 


Stokowski, directing his 
Youth Orchestra, 
will appear at Lewisohn Stadium, 
N. Y.. Thursday and Friday evenings, 
July 25 and 26, and directly after 
the second program, Stoki and his 
crew will board the S. S. Uruguay 
for their Latin-American tour, 

Percentage of receipts of the two 
concerts, each of which will be dif- 
Prices 
are being upped for the occasion to 
$3 top. 


Leopold 


here. | 


sheets | 


London, July 9. 

As an alternative to the present 
| film quota act, the Board of Trade 
| is giving foreign (mostly U. S.) dis- 
tributors the right to acquire or pro- 
| duce one British picture costing not 
|less than $116,000 against the im- 
portation of 100,000 feet of film. 
Such British film, of course, would 
be used by the distrib in filling his 
quota obligations. 

Present quota is 22144%, which is, 
roughly, one quota credit film to 
| each five distributed in England, but 
the price of the picture must be at 
‘least $60,000. Under the new ar- 
| rangement, it would be one in seven. 


' 


| 
j 
| 





Word received in N. Y. by home- 
offices is to the effect that the mone- 
itary scheme for the quota law has 
| been abandoned with the new ar- 
| rangement handed the British Par- 
| liament yesterday (Tuesday). Change 
|is interpreted in N. Y. as meaning 
that fewer but more 
minimum-cost films would be al- 
| lowed for British quota credits. 

Several companies also received 
word that the British quota law 
would be changed back to read as it 
did under the old statute of several 
years ago, permitting U. S. com- 
panies to fill their quota credits with 
pictures made any place in the 
British Empire. This 


|completely denuded of American 
| producing by present terms of act. 


exchanged. | 


Arthur Menken, 


have been interned. 


Olivelli fin od f yr 


Some munition towns are closing thei 
making 


the locals are fully occupied in 
time to visit these places. 


Only | Putian film industry. 
for the! Department of 
|South American trade, have so far | that, notwithstanding the efforts of 





| 
| 
| 


| 


expensive | 


| Alb ery, 


° | 
would revive | 
production in Canada and Australia, | being done by out-of-London thea- 


Paramount ace cameraman, | 
Narvik, has signed with March of Time. 


disobeying lighting restrictions 


encourage growth 
Report to the | 
Commerce relates | 
the state authorities, the attempt to 
build up a domestic source of screen 
entertainment looks like a nop. 

Reliable information relayed from 
U. S. trade observers in Rio de 
Janeiro is that the Brazilian studios 
and laboratories making shurts rep- 
resented an investment of approxi- 
mately $1,118,000 but at the present 
time estimated total value of the in- 
dustry is a mere $150,000. The single 
studio located in Sao Paulo, costing 
more than $500,000 at the outset, 
closed down recently. 


AID ASKED FOR 


their now sorely depleted attend- 
ances, are still paying peacetime 
rentals. They can’t carry it, they 
plead, because they’re not doing the 
biz, Parleys would deal with a new 
basis for contracts to be governed by 
a sliding scale. 

Chairman of Cinematograph Ex- 
hibitors Assn. indicated his organiza- 
tion has nixed a demand by Film 
Transport group for an additional 
5% hike in rates. Assn. had earlier 
okayed a 10% tilt in transport costs, 
with the deal calling for reopening 
of negotiations in three months. 


Renters went on record with a 
new proposal to meet program dis- 
ruption in the event of Hitler trou- 
ble in Britain. Rather than the area 
pools, from which exhibs would 
draw should their films fail in de- 





LONDON LEGIT 


London, June 25. 
Lamentable position of London's 
stage was voiced at a Foyle Literary 
luncheon yesterday (24), with top- 





line talent making a courageous ap- 
peal for patronage. At this date only 


livery, plan would be to supply them 
, with pictures one week in advance 
| Of schedule. Idea is being mulled 
from standpoint of cost and print in- 
crease. 


BRITISH NAT’L MAPS . 
PROPAGANDA PICTURE 





11 musicals and one straight play | 
represent West End legit strength. | 

George Robey, Marie Tempest and | 
Irene Vanbrugh, speaking for the} 
performers, placed the responsibility 
squarely up to the public. Bronson 
manager, whose ‘Rebecca’ is 
the sole straight play, indicated play 
is making about enough to pay the 
light bill of the theatre, but affirmed 
that if the public shows any response 
to the appeal, he is ready to stage 


London, July 9. 
John Corfield, head @f British Na- 
tional Films, has stated that in spite 
of recent events his company would 
continue production. It intends to 
start immediately on a British Red 


Cross propaganda feature called 
‘This England. David Macdonald 


| will direct and Emlyn Williams and 


John Clements are to be starred. 
Corfield says the cast and staff are 

willing to make drastic concessions 

to help the idea, and he is also as- 


another show. |sured that if, before the picture is 


Strange anomaly is the 


tres, which, in the majority, report 
big takings. 


| 


London in Wartime | 


| 
| 
London, June 25. | 


returned from 


recently 


Mario Zampi and Del Judice, heads of Two-City Films, both Italians, 


luring blockout. 


most of 
little 


entertainment spots, as 


armaments, leaving them 


R. H. Gillespie took party of Canadian soldier, just back from the 


front for a night’s outing. 


Started with George Black's Hippodrome 


show, ‘Black Velvet,’ and finished off at Cafe Anglais. 


Anent the edict on 


thing hos now been cleared up. 


government 


attractions on the backs of old posters. 
‘oldies’ to supply the rest of the trade for a couple of years. 


enough 


ration-sized 
Distribs can now print the names of their 


Theatre patrons of the Odeon circuit have accounted for $120,000 in war 


exhibitor posters, every- 


One exchange has indicated it has 


charities British Red Cross getting $80,000, balance going to Comforts 
Fund of the Army. Navy and Air Force. Former appeal was tied in with 
screening of RKO’s ‘Nurse Edith Cavell,’ with star Anna Neagle voicing a 
personal plea 
Leslie Macdonnell section leader in Local Defense Volunteer Corps 
for Maytair area. 
Gordon Little out of ‘White Horse Inn’ to join the Royal Navy, with 
Bernard Cltito replacing lim, 
Mat McKiegue joined the Parashooters’ Squad at Selsey, where he has 
a cotlag 
Leigh Stafford, currently in ‘Black Velvet,’ arranging to join the | 


American Ambulance Corps. 


Jo2z Loss losing his star crooner, Chick Henderson, who is to make muni- 


tions. It was his former occupation. 


Alfred Davis, managing director of Davis theatre, Croydon, has been 
given staff captain’s job in the Army of Home Defense. 
in the Air Force during last war, is now with the Aji 


His brother, Basil, 
Ministry. 


Clifford (and Marion), one of the few American performers left here, 
is training for the Local Defense Corps. 


Al Bollington, musical director organist of Paramount theatre, Totten- 


ham Court Road, since house opened some 


|to join the Royal Air Force, 


Six years ago, has given up job | 


i 


business | finished, he finds himself in difficul- 
ties, the government may help out. 


British National is scheduled to 
start work shortly on ‘Love on the 
Dole.’ 


Conne’s Canadian Preem 
Ottawa, July 9. 
‘Family of Nations,’ produced un- 
der government supervision in Eng- 
land by an American, E. R. (Eddie) 
Conne, has been taken over for dis- 
tribution in Canada only by United 
| Artists. Combining newsreel shots 
| with specially-made footage of Brit- 
ish notables, the film is a 60-minute 
| feature, and is 


being released on a 


regular commercial basis by UA. 
Preem of the film at the Elgin 
theatre here was attended by the 


Governor General, Princess Alice, his 
| wife, their aides and a distinguished 
party. It was wide acclama- 
tion by the press. It started a week’s 
engagement yesterday (Monday). 

In the ‘cast’ of the specially-pre- 
pared reelage are George Bernard 
Shaw and Lady Astor. John Drink- 
water wrote the story and collabed 
with John McMillan on the com- 
mentary, which is spoken by Alan 
Mowbray. John S. Stuman directed. 

Film is unique in its method of 
unfolding, Drinkwater playing an 
important part [It depicts him as 


given 


trying to write the script and talk- 
ing if over with the various charac- 
ters. Picture is filled with unusual 
historical stuff from the film li- 
brary of the British government. It 
shows scenes of Queen .Victoria’s 
Diamond Jubilee celebration in Lon- 
don and through the British Isles, 
death of King Edward, coronation of 
King George, visit of the King and 


Queen to Canada, demonstrations of 
armed forces in Germany, Russia and 
Italy and the hectic cays preceding 
and immediately following the Mu- 
nich pact. 


-Curwood Off His Hoss 


To Produce Mex QOaters 
Hollywood, July 9. 


30b Curwood closed a deal to proe 
duce four Spanish language pictures 


|in Mexico City for release by Azteca 


Films. 
Former Universal sagebrusher 
starts production about Sept. 15. 
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Film Reviews 


AER-GALENTO BOUT 


fir al 





session when the 
Tony al! but slips 
After the fight Baer 
tplays Nis Adonis-like figure, 
whingly expanding his ches He 
> ae ? Cae 
1s once the champion but whether 
can recapture the crown Is douobt- 


ling the 
tterec, €£ 
the canves 





} even though he aid suodue 
igh Tony and apparently is in ex- 
Hent physical cond:tio: [bee 
ONE MAN’S LAW 
tepullie re ese of Ge ge Sherr nm pre 
etion cirected by Sherman Features 
n hed B. 3 ‘ ra 1 screeng vy by 
nnett Cohen Jack N efter € 
eter Orielbeck mus Cy Feue amers 
gazie Lanning bres iewe n Projection 
om vy. Y.. duly 3% 2 Running time, 
MINS. 
ck Tur fe Rarry 
yee. Janet Waldo 
j Wingate George (leveland 
ae a Dub Taylor 
athews T a Ecmund Cobb 
ndergrast Dick Elliott 
artin lemes H. MeNan 
etehe huenes eee hte rt 
Hdkifee Riex 
inters ‘ TTT. Edward Peil, Sr. 
aw flane Snow flake 


‘One Man's Law’ offers Republic’s 
w western star. Don ‘Red’ Barry. 
ut that’s not enough. Result is an 
1neven outdoor meiler which differs 
ttle from hundreds of other mesa 
igas excepting it has more im- 
ausible situations. Stacks up as a 
ild westerner lacking marquee dec- 
‘ative bolstering. 

This is Barry's second for Repub- 
e but in this film he fails to im- 
ress either as an actor or cowboy. 
1 fact. Dub Taylor, comparative 
ewcomer to westerns, thefts several 
‘enes with his original comedy. 
outine support, excepting Rex 
ease, former cowboy star, doesn’t 
elp the stellar player. 

Plot is that oldie concerning the 
attle of one pioneer township to 
et a railroad through its community 


espite attacks by a rival town’s 
utlaw citizenry. arry is plunked 
own in this situation with only 


1e word of his faithful pal, Taylor, 
1at he is a tough hombre and should 
e treated kindly. Audience is told 
n the slv that he is only an honest, 
andering cowhand. From this in- 
ne setup. he blossoms into the 
ough-and-ready cowboy hero who 
ecepis the sheriff's job, rallies the 
ywn's scared folks and wins the 
ailroad. 

Aside from Barry and Taylor, who 
gure in nearly every scene, Janet 
Valdo furnishes the small femme 
iterest. Lease. spotted as one of 
he outlaw gang's tough henchmen. 

shoved into the background after 
iis early fight with the hero Ed- 
nund Cobb is the undercover out- 
aw leader Others include George 
Neveland. Dick Elliot and James H. 
vicNamara. Wear. 


STAGECOACH WAR 


(WITH SONGS) 


Faramount release of Harry Sherman 
< k ong s s es 
vi R H 
Wood. Julie ¢ Harvey Stepher 
' ! Macl ! ine ia Men 
Lire i ~¢€ 
nan H H f ( 

é seal « € cre } 

nee E. Mulf n Ph nar a 
ke er ing I é H 

‘ “he at R € A ‘ 

y Ju 3 ( k ng i 
61 WINS 

He ont ‘ W n F 1 
“Tt J r I I } 
x € ‘"? } ( ' 
Ne He Hiar S hens 
jeff Ch Rv ck e6ees Baca t ) | 

be ‘ “sete eee I W 06 
lI Dy saseecnetvesecone t F if 
qouins al I y ¥ € 
lw xw F I eF 
Mart ¢ ther J Rock w 
Tor Eddie Dean 

are Phe Kine s Men 


‘Stagecoach War’ is another link in 
the ‘Hopalong’ Cassidy adventures, 
but a weak one in comparison with 
previous quality. Not that William 
Boyd is any the less virile as the 
savior of all that’s good and pure in 
the sagebrush, but the scripter ap- 
pears to have done him and the cast 
dirt this time. The dialog sounds 
more Vassar than Cripplecreek. 

Story is such that it’s hard to draw 
@ line between heroes and the wal- 
lains. Latter, in fact, go about thei! 
job of plundering the stagecoach 
wiih a song on their lips, which gives 
the victims a dash of pleasantry with 
the gell They're the King’s Men, 
led by Rad Robinson—and their 
chirping of three Phil Ohman and 
Foster Carling tunes is right pleasant 
until punctuated by the six-shooters 
of Bovd and a posse. 

Story is unimaginative, concerning 
the rivalry for the Wells-Fargo stage- 
coach contract between J. Farrell 
MacDonald. aged incumbent, and 
Harvey Stephens, a young upstart 


‘ 





who also has the audacity to be in| 


love with MacDonald's 
have the habit of sticking up Mac- 
Donald’s carriers. Then 
race between MacDonald's 
driven by Cassidy’s pal, and Harvey 
Stephens’, latter winning the shin- 
dig, the girl and finally the old 
man’s partnership. Then these forces 
unite with Cassidy to wipe out the 
bandits, who appear extraordinarily 
willing to be wiped out. 

There's litle on the acting end 


* Continued from page 12 


daughter. | 
Mixed into this are the bandits, who | 


there’s a| 
coach, | 





Boyd, 


about 


that rates special attention 

MacDonald and Stephens are 
best. Russell Hayden, as Boyd's kid 
nal. and Julie Carter, as the leve in- 
tere are weé Camera, direction 


and Harry Sherman's production are 





otherwise up to the Hopalong aver- 
age Scho. 
(BRITISH-MADE) 
London, June 25. 
&R&ngelo-Americar Fil tory release of 
Livitish Si nal pre tien. Stars liana 
Wvwnvare Xe ter \W 4 Directed by 
rho I kinsor Screenplay by A. BR 
Ralinsen ;: Hrigzet 1 “ame from stege 
play by P: ick Hamilton; came Bernard 
K ne « Cyril Knowles At Phoenix, Lon- 


don. Running time #@ MINS, 
Paul Maller Anton Walbrook 


Bella Maller Diar Wvnrvard 
Naney : ; Cithleen Cordell 
Tiilewater .. Robert Newton 
Rough Frank Pettingell 
«abba» : ..Jimmy Hanley 
Eliza bett Minnie Rayner 
Lady Winterbourne ..Mary Hinton 
Alice Barlow Marie Wright 
Musical chairmas ; Jack Barty 


Patrick Hamilton's stageplay, ‘Gas- 
light.” reaches the screen after con- 
siderable loca] success as a legit 
vehicle. It is likely to repeat its b.o 
pull as a picture. Excellent direc- 
tion by Thorold Dickinson retains all 
the psychological drama of the orig- 
inal in presenting the tale of a 
woman being driven steadily mad. 
In transferring story to the screen, 


/scripters have embellished the action 


with an explanatory opening for the 
motive behind the events, and 
stretched it with one or two inci- 
dents which neither add nor detract. 
Audiences here and in the US. will 
likely give it top-rate attention. 
Anton Walbrook’s study of the 
half insane Paul Mallen, driven to 
further crime in a search of a hand- 
|} ful of ruby stones, is an obnoxious 
type of characterization. He suc- 
cessfully avoids overplaying. Diana 
Wynyard brings a sympathy and un- 


derstanding to her portrayal of the | 


woman who, once married to Mallen, 
unwittingly stumbles on the secret 
of his early days, and is influenced 
by him that she is developing in- 
Sanity. 

Camera work of Bernard and Cyril 
Knowles is on a par with the pie’s 
lavish mounting. 


Case of Frightened Lady 
(BRITISH-MADE) 
London, June 25. 


British Lior production and release 
Features Mz © toring Penelope lDrudle 
Ward, Helen Haye Directes by George 
hing Serrenples, Edward Dryhurst from 
play Edgar Wallace camera, lione 
Clendenin Piceardil theatre, London 
Running time. &1 MINS, 

Lord Will banor M = Ge ng 
lhow ‘ Lady Let ne Hi 1 Have 
Isla Crane Per pe Du vy Ww ! 
Rict Fe i ; f k Har 
st Pestecnsish oe rs ut babne ae 4 ne 
[> ~* + j r 

De Ir € 1 ' ‘ ve i i 

OL re re ee re J n h 
Mr ] a EXELL ETT favis Cl 


Edgar Wallace. whose yarns have 
been the mainstay of British B prod- 
uct for years. originally turned this 
one out as a play. and it comes up as 
a remake after seven Only 





vears 


superb acting by Marius Goring may 
lift it out of the lower duals. where 
it sheuld be satisfactory entertain- 
ment 

S« pt of Edw ( Drv} rst pull 
nei eve tric in the thrille:z 
busing but outnut is never enous 
to make it nooth thr } 





of the Leb non 


homicidal tendency 
heirs, the plot of the film. well de- 
veloped and holds a surprise element 


neatly, aided by the 
ance of Goring as last holder of 
the title. Support from Helen Haye, 
mother, battling to keep his 
mental deficiency from the world, is 
niity. 

Director George King guides the 
product well in view of the sparsity 
of material, and minages frequently 
to steer the film over many rough 
edges. His handling brings out some 
necessary comedy from Ronald 
Shiner to balance the horrifics. 
Camera work is up to standard. 


DOOR WITH 7 LOCKS 


(BRITISH-MADE) 


mooth perform- 
; 


the 


as nis 


London, June 25. 
Pathe ase of } it } t >) 
ht l nis I oie L.¢ 
err I Nor 1 la t ( ( 
‘ ‘ Keg \ 

Oryce ikern I ie } ni 1 

At Phoenix, lLondar Runnine tise BD 

MINS, 

Docto Maneita.. ee oa Teslie Banks 

June Lunsduwne......... , Lilli Palmer 

ge eee Kiomilly lLunyve 

i Pn. sees nteeeee.s -Ginn Malo 
; Det. Inspector Sneed.......... Richard Bird 
} Edward Havelock........... -David Horne 

DNs nob sPbeks sivdbeserecés J Ht. Roberts 
Pee COMES 6 ckk ob avkd ob eSs ou Cathleen Nesbitt 

sae ee nee Harry Hutchinson 

Cawler... 1s 0 CS ECRD OOOO 60 da wees Phil Ray 

oo PPA rr ee Pe K. Montgomery 

EPG BewMrord.. .icscsececs Aubrey Mallalieu 

John Selford.........0.; -Ress Landon 


Another in the long list of Edgar 
Wallace thrillers, this picture needs 
pleniy of ballyhoo to lift it out of the 
support bracketing. 
tains all the usual ingredients, but 
considerable cutting seems essential 
to develop their proper worth. 
| Picture unfolds at tedius pace the 


story of a crooked doctor who kills! 


Melodrama con- | 


with the help of associates does well 
financially until the crime-does-not- 
pay curtain. f 

Leslie Banks doesn’t seem at home 
Doctor Manetta 
Lilli Palmer struggles hard as June 
Lansdowne, unheard of relative who 
suddenly makes claim to the estate 
and succeeds in unraveling the mys- 
terv surrounding the tomb with 
seven locks wherein the linea! heirs 
have gone to their rest She does 
excellently by the unwieldy script. 
Comedy is left to Gina Malo. 

Picture’s opening portends far bet- 
ter entertainment than actually 
comes off. Norman Lee’s direction is 
sporadic There's about enough in 
the picture for an hour's thriller 
Rest is waste. Alex Brvce’s camera 
has obtained some attractive interior 
scenes. 


as the Spaniard 


SALOON BAR 


(BRITISH-MADE) 


London, June 25. 
Associated British release of Faling Stu- 


dios Michael Baleen production Stars 
Gorden Harker: features Elizabeth Allan 
Directed by Walter Forde S, reenplay 
Angus Macpheil, John Dighton, from pley 
by Frank Harveys Ir.: camera, Ronaid 
Neame At Cambridge, London. Running 
ne 80 MINS, 

Joe Harris... : Gordon Varker 
Queenie ‘ Elizabeth Allan 
Wickers Mervyn Johns 
Sally ..Jovee Rarbour 
Ivy. : anna Kons 
Harry 3S: é : cy Ht 

Doris Iudvy Campbell 
Fred oo 6see 4] Millen 
Rill Heskir . Vierces 
i ld e ¢ . . Ale ‘ } nee 
loan Mavis Villiers 
Mayor t x A ner 
= Archibald fe) B. Clarence 
Major Aubrey Dexter 
Mrs. Small Helena T'icknrdéd 
Evangelist Manning Whiley 


Scripters Angus Macphail and 
John Dighton have woven a story 
that seems to hold enough to regis- 
ter even more convincingly than did 
the legit vehicle. Since the whole 
story revolves around the way in 
which the folks at the bar unravel 
the crime for which an _ innocent 
man is to hang. the suspense is held 
creditablv in view of the confined 
nature of the scene. There's plenty 
of humor sorinkled throughout. 


Walter Forde handled his play- 
ers steadily in unfolding the ama- 
teur detectives at work between 


drinks. Gordon Herker is the 
merry leader ar:d convincingly por- 
trays the part-time Sookie de- 


termined to see justix ne for the 
sake of a barmaid frie. Elizabeth 
Allan, as the latter. has i:itle to do 
But she registers effectively as the 
stricken fiancee of the to-be-hanged 
fella who didn’t do the job. U. §S 
audiences wil] have difficulty in rec- 
Ognizing her, so changed is her ap- 
pearance for the role Anna Kon- 
stam gets major credit as one of 
her barmaid friends Jovce Bar- 
bour, Al Millen and Mervyn Johns 
turn in neat 


cnaracterizations. 


There are occasional gaps. but 
generally good scripting helps fill in 
Picture calls for very little mount- 
ing, being confined to two or three 
interiors Cameraing of Ronald 
Neame is well done. 





. 
Dualism 
{ Continued from page a 
hibitor who formerly got a feature 
for $50 is charged $100 


Same type of picture is used dual. 


No stipulation in such contract for- 


when the 


bids double-featuring the distrib 

mply charging more for his product 
when used on twin bills. Logic of 
arrangement for the distributor is 


that dua 
film and shortens life of print—hence 
a higher price is asked If the ex- 
hibitor wants the picture for solo 
programs, the price rem: 
Setup aids the exhib:tor, at least the- 
oretically, in that the sir 
angement boosts his business, 
Renewed Attention 
There's little question but that 
various polls and questionnaires 
again awakened the film business to 
the large number of people kept out 
of theatres by double features. Few 
polls have 
audience because none has rea 
this class. But exhibitors as well as 
distributors are fully aware of the 
it} sx! ley 


7 y 4 1 
lions lost to film houses re¢ 


ling cheapens the value of a 


wie Dlll ar- 


shown this great ‘lost’ 


l sulariy 
and injury to the boxoffice busi- 
group now only 
goes once weekly to the theatre in- 
stead of two or three 


ness pvecause this 
times a week. 
They are only occasional or non-the- 
atregoers because of the du 
tion, 

Unofficial surveys made by exhibi- 
tor organizations reveal that many 
stay out of cinemas because the 
downtown de luxe houses, where sin- 
gle features are shown. is inconven- 
ient; and that the neighborhood the- 
atre is ducked because ‘we have to 
spend the whole night there.’ 

One film executive states that if 
the list of former patrons who have 
not been inside a picture theatre in 
the last three or four years could 
be obtained the trade would be as- 
| tounded by the huge number lost as 
regular theatregoers. 

In all the taik about having the 
distributor geiting together and fore- 
ing exhibitors to go single feature, 


al S$liuUa- 





— ? Ser pS A awe or 


English estate, and; the two pertinent court rulings—the 


Perelman case in Philadelphia and 
tthe Interstate action in Dallas—are 
overlooked. Both rulings flatly make 
it illegal for any distrib t regulate 
duals. Consensus in the trade is 
that the distributor cant restrain a 
theatre from showing duals by con- 
tract agreement or by coordinated 
action without some test Dase being 
made which would not conflict with 
either of these decisions 

There is hardly any theatre in U 
S. which could not stop double-fea- 
turing if it wanted to. But as long as 
each house is free to dual, the com- 
petitive will pre- 
vent it, 


situation always 





RKO Ends °39-40 


Continued from page 5_ 





the Harold Lloyd production, “Three 
Gobs and a Gal.’ It’s listed at the 
moment as Lloyd's only film for next 


season, although werk hasnt yet 
passed the scripting stage. 
‘American Way’? 
Another that is missing is Max 
Gordon-Harry Goetzs ‘American 
Way.’ There's still some doubt about 


its future, but the chances look bet- 
ter now than they did some months 
ago. G-G are not listed for anything 
in the 1940-41 future book, although 
there’s a good chance they will turn 
in something else if not "Way. 

March of Time's first feature, 
‘O'er the Ramparts We Watch,’ is 
completed but does not appear on the 
schedule issued Monday, although 
sold for this seasgn.° It hasn't been 
previewed yet and it is believed RKO 
and MOT want to make certain of 
what they have, to determine ex- 
hibition policy, before setting a re- 
lease date. A second MOT feature 
is now being talked, although not 
listed at RKO’s convention. 


Gene Towne and Graham Baker, 
listed for four pictures, will have 
turned in only two, ‘Swiss Family 
Robinson’ and ‘Tom Brown's School 
Days.’ Presumably the other two are 
being forgotten, for going into pro- 
duction by the T&B unit next week 
is ‘Little Men,” slated as No. 1 for 
1940-41. It'll be followed by ‘How 
to Meet a Man,’ also for next season's 
contract, 

Stephens-Lang last Friday (5) 
completed their commitment bv de- 
livering the third ‘Dr. Christian’ film 
They'll turn in three more for 1940- 


41 Boris Morros, slated for one 
delivered it, ‘Flying Deuces.” He's 
not on the RKO future list. Walt 


Disney provided his one. ‘Pinocchio.’ 
He’s also not on the RKO pad for 
next season, but it is likelv that he 
will have at least one film, ‘Bambi,’ 
and possibly two. 

Sol Lesser, who was carded for two 
over to United Artists 
and neither of his can be expected. 
Major Pictures, English o1 was 
unable to turn out its promised single 
because of the war. 

RKO so far this season has deliv- 
ered 39 pictures, 24 of which have 


been from the studio, plus four west 


t- 


hims went 


tAt 
acill, 


y 


erns and 11 indie-mades. 





Curtis’ S 
- . 
u“uriis Survey 

* 

Continued from page 5 ell 
from farm families, but that his task 
to develop interest in his 
tions so that too many do not go into 
largei 


Check on farm 


towns and citie: 
pop jlation re 

that this potential audience has the 
means of getting into 
89 out of every 100 farm families 
owning their own autos and 27 own- 


ing trucks. 


r . } > . 
sMiaii tOWNS, 


Important Goodwill! Factor 
Aside from the business angle. the 

Survey indicates that the goodwil 

industry feature is important in 
ral territories This 


’ 
i 


showed that 


47° of state legislators come from 
towns of less than 10,000 population. 
and that 33% are active farmers. In 
One state checked, it was found that 
40° of the iaws passed in the last 
10 years were sponsored by farmers 
Report also indicated that the smal] 


town exhib is the backdoor neizgh- 
bor and friend of the farmer. Hence 
money expended in helping the 
smaller exhibitor to get business or 
any material cooperation would be 
reflected throughout the industry. 


Just what leverage will be em- 
ployed to bolster rural patronage 
now is being worked out by one 


distribution company. Distrib also 
hopes to learn whether additional 
spots can be found where percentage 
pictures will be accepied or a larger 
scale than in the past. Distributors 
naturally are concerned in obtaining 
new accounts, whether with higher 
fiat rentals or via additional percent- 
age deals, Several key exchange 
men indicated this might be possible 
once the exhibitor gets more people 
moving into his theatre, 





8,700 Dualing 








Continued from page 5 








billers the more playing time there 
is for the distributor to go out for, 
even if his product is bad. Dualers 
require more film and in many cases 
are forced to play everything they 
can buy in order to fill out. Thus 
the distrib finds more room for dates 
than he would if the whole coun- 
try was in single-bill. 

A total of 8,700 dualers means a 
minimum of 17,400 bookings a week, 
even if changing just once weekly, 
and only a small minority are cap- 
able of going seven days with the 
same show. There are duals which 
change four and five times a week, 
but the majority are twice or thrice- 
weekly changers. 

Metro is trying to challenge the 
duals policy with ‘New Moon,’ book- 
ing it in its own (Loew) houses 
singly. Company is also trying to 
get other circuits to do the same and 
will attempt to invoke the same 
policy for top-bracket 1940-41 pic- 
tures that are on the way. 

RKO is sending out ‘Snow White.’ 
with four shorts as a unit the end of 
this month and will seek to get that 
booked without an accompanying 
feature. 

Invasion of double-bill territory 
is also being made by Warners’ ‘All 
This, and Heaven Too’ which is so 
long (140 mins.) that it virtually 
kayoes any second feature idea. In 
the Wisconsin territory, where the 
fight against dualers appears to be 
in earnest, Warners’ own theatres, as 
well as those of Fox-Wisconsin’s 
chain, will play ‘Heaven’ singly. 
Initial date is Warners, Milwaukee, 
tomorrow (Thurs.). 

An indie in the Greater New York 
area two weeks ago chose one of his 
houses for a single-bill experiment 
where the patronage drawn is mostly 
on the white-collar side. He reports 
that he is doing the best business in 
the house than has been done in 
over two years and may be encour- 
aged to try singles elsewhere. 

Allied States Assn., representing a 
large number of smaller exhibitors, 
is now on record condemning dual 
bills and at its convention in Chi- 
cago a few weeks ago took occasion 
to express the opinion that hundreds 
of thousands of Chicagoans are not 
attending pictures who formerly did 
so because of the duals and triplers. 

The Motion Picture Theatre Own- 
ers is opposed to duals but 
of the affiliated circuits, cone 
trolled by major producer-distribu- 
tors, which are members of the 
MPTOA, are seemingly less inclined 
to get out of doubles than the 
simon-pure indies, 


also 


many 





‘Letty’ Suit 


Continued from page 4 








ame 


; T -] 
LiOrs, 1@ a 


o charges that follow- 
ing a decision favoring the authors 
or copyright owners by the Circuit 
Court of Appeals, Second District, 
Paramount petitioned the U. S. Su- 
preme Court for a writ, in an effort 


to upset this decision, and was aided 
by the cooperation of others being 
sued Sheldon He claims that 


this was to prevent the authors from 


coliecting damages from the copy- 
right infringement, 
Damages for Sheldon and Mrs, 


Barnes 


also are sought on the 
grounds that this conduct by Me- 
Clintic, Miller, Frohman, Inc., and 


Par constituted an abandonment of 
their contract with copyright owners 
and that this forfeited any right to 
recovery made by the copyright 
owners, 





Abnormal Paris 


Continued from page 3 i 
ment places are functioning, Paris is 
still a city of darkness at night. 


Blackouts are continuing nd in- 
structions have been given by the 
military commander that alarms will 
be sounded as heretofore in event of 
a raid, during which the civilian 
and military population must take 
immediate shelter. 


Naturally enough in light of 
events, when the famed George VI 
theatre reopened here today, it was 
under a new tag. It is now the The- 
atre Louis le Grand. Theatre de 
'Oeuvre is also open, playing 
‘Juliette.” Lighting up next week 
are understood to be the Theatre de 
Paris, Michodiere and Palais Royal. 

University of Paris is attempting 
to provide intellectual diversion for 
the population in contrast to the 
music halls. It has announced a@ 
series of lectures at the Sorbonne. 
Students are also back at their desks 
at the School of Beaux Arts. 
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We started it with “ROAD TO SINGAPORE” and “BUCK BENNY 
RIDES AGAIN.” We were the first to kick Old Man Gloom in the 
pants. We were the first to give the sob stuff the big brush off. We 
were the first to start building the biggest bunch of belly-laugh 
bonanzas in the history of the business. Now we see all the other 
companies climbing on the Paramount Band Wagon for a joy ride 
of LIGHT ENTERTAINMENT. It’s okay by us. Imitation is the 
: sincerest flattery, etc. But, as we've already cornered the comedy 
market, signed up the biggest names in the entertainment field, 
we'll be glad to welcome the late comers... but, naturally, we'll hang 


right on to our front seats! 








Look at these 
Paramount Entertainers! 
Fred Allen, Jack Benny (with 
Rochester), Bing Crosby, 
Bob Hope, Paulette Goddard, 
Jackie Cooper, Mary Martin, 
Ken Murray, Eddie Bracken, 
Victor Moore, Ezra Stone, 
Jerry Colonna, Brenda and 
Cobina (just to mention afew) 
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Advance Production Chart 





Hollywood, July 9. | 
Studio production grind presently has 31 features | 


facing the cameras, with another 97 in the cutting 
rooms either awaiting preview or release. 





Columbia 


Com- Shoot- Now ToBe Scripts 
ing Cutting Shot in Werk 





Prom- 
ised pleted 


Features ... 40 31 3 11 1 1 
Westerns .. 16 il 0 2 3 3 
Serials ..... 4 2 0 0 2 2 

Totals . 60 44 3 13 6 6 


Pictures in cutting rooms or awaiting release: 


THE GREAT PLANE ROBBERY, formerly KEEP 
"EM ALIVE, meller; producer, Larry Darmour; direc- 
tor, Lewis D. Collins; screen play, Albert DeMond; 
camera, James S. Brown, Jr. Cast: Jack Holt, Vicki 
Lester, Stanley Fields, Doris Lloyd, Noel Madison, 
Robert Middlemass, Hobart Cavanaugh, Harry Cording, 
Theodore Von Eltz, John Hamilton. 


OUT WEST WITH THE PEPPERS, formerly FIVE 
LITTLE PEPPERS ABROAD, drama; _ producer, 
Irving Briskin; director, Charles Barton; original story, 
Margaret Sydney; camera, Benjamin Kline. Cast: 
Edith Fellows, Tommy Bond, Dorothy Ann _ Seese, 
Bobby Larson, Charles Peck, Dorothy Peterson, Ronald 
Sinclair, Victor Kilian, Pierre Watkin, Rex Evans. 


GIRLS OF THE ROAD, meller; producer, Wallace 
MacDonald; director, Nick Grinde; no writing credits; 
camera, George Meehan. Cast: Ann Dvorak, Helen 
Mack, Lola Lane, Marjorie Cooley, Evelyn Young, Ann 
Doran, Madelon Grayson, Mary Booth, Mary Field, Ed 
Laughton, Bruce Bennett, Don Beddoe, John Tyrrell. 

BLONDIE HAS SERVANT TROUBLE, formerly 
BLONDIE, BEWARE, comedy; producer, Robert Sparks; 
director, Frank Strayer; screen play. Richard Flour- 
noy; camera, Henry Freulich. Cast: Penny Singleton, 
Arthur Lake, Larry Sims, Danny Mummert, Daisy, 
Raymond Turner, Jonathan Hale, Walter Soderling, 
Irving Bacon, Eugene Anderson, Jr.. David Newell, 
Mary Jane Carey, Dick Durell, Tommy Dixon, Frank 
Melton. 

MILITARY ACADEMY, drama, producer, Wallace 
MacDonald for Irving Briskin unit; director, D. Ross 
Lederman; no writing credits; camera, Alan Siegler. 
Cast: Tommy Kelly, Bobby Jordon David Holt, Jackie 
Searl, Don Beddoe, Edward Dew, Jimmy Butler, Wal- 
ter Tetley. Joan Brodell. 

TAMPERED EVIDENCE, formerly MISSING EVI- 
DENCE, meller: prod., Larry Darmour; dir., Lewis D. 
Collins; script, Eric Taylor, Al DeMond; camera, James 
S. Brown, Jr. Cast: Jack Holt, Marjorie Reynolds, 
Henry Kolker, Jonathan Hale, Sidney Blackmer, Doug- 
las Fowley, Tom Kennedy, John Douglas, Russel Hicks. 

PINTO KID, western with songs; prod., Leon Barsha; 
dir.. Lambert Hillyear; no writing credits; camera, 





George Meehan. Cast: Charles Starrett, Louise Cur- 
rie, Sons of the Pioneers, Paul Sutton, Hank Bell. Jack 
Rockwell, Bob Nolan, Tim Spencer, Ben Taggart, Ernie 
Adams, Francis Walker, Dick Botiller. 

THE DURANGO KID, western with music; producer, 
Jack Fier for Irving Briskin unit; director, Lambert 
Hillyer: no writing credits; camera, John Stumar. 
Cast: Charles Starrett, Luana Walters, Sons of the 
Pioneers, Forrest Taylor, Ben Taggert, Kenneth Mac- 
Donald, Frank LaRue, Bob Nolan, Francis Walker, 
Tim Spencer, Steve Clark, John Tyrrell. 

THE LADY IN ACTION, formerly IT HAPPENED 
IN PARIS, formerly GRIBOUILLE. drama; prod., B. B. 
Kahane; dir., Charles Vidor; no writing credits; camera, 
Lucien Andriot. Cast: Brian Aherne, Rita Hayworth, 
Glenn Ford, Evelyn Keyes, Edward Norris, Curt Bois, 
Frank Reicher. Julius Tannen, Lloyd Corrigan, George 
Coulouris, Philip Van Zandt- William Stack, James B. 
Carson, Jack Rice, Earl Gunn, Harrison Greene, Wil- 
liam Castle, Frank Hilliard, Carlton Griffin, Roland 
Alexander. 

HE STAYED FOR BREAKFAST, comedy-drama: 
prod., B. P. Schulberg; dir., Alexander Hall; no writing 
credits; camera, Joseph Walker. Cast: Melvyn Doug- 
las, Loretta Young, Una O’Connor, Eugene Pallette, 
Alan Marshal. 

FIVE LITTLE PEPPERS IN TROUBLE, 
FIVE LITTLE PEPPERS AT SCHOOL, 
drama: prod., Jack Fier; dir., Charles Barton: no writ- 
ing credits; camera, Benjamin Kline. Cast: Edith Fel- 
lows, Dorothy Ann Seese, Dorothy Peterson, Ronald 


formerly 


comedy-=- | 


Sinclair, Charles Peck, Rex Evans, Pierre Watkin, Shir- | 


ley Mills, Rita Quigley, Tommy Bond, Don Beddoe, 
Shirley Ricketts, Betty Jane Graham, Antonia Oland, 
Beverly Mitchelson, Judy Lynn, Bruce Bennett. 

THE SECRET SEVEN, formerly MARCH OF CRIME, 


meller; prod., Ralph Cohn; dir., James Moore: no writ- | 


Bruce Ben- 
Edward Van 


ing credits; camera, John Stumar. Cast: 
nett, Florence- Rice, Howard Hickman, 
Sloan, P. 
ton Ferrero, Joseph Crehan, George Anderson. 

SO YOU WON’T TALK, formerly CLAY PIGEON, 


G. Kelly, Don Beddoe, William Forrest, Dan- | 


comedy (1940-41 release); prod., Robert Sparks; dir., 


Edward Sedgwick; no writing credits: 
Seigler. 
enne Osborn, Joe Downing. 
Columbia Pix Now in Production 
ARIZONA, western drama; producer-director, Wes- 


camera, Alan | 
Cast: Joe E. Brown, Frances Robinson, Vivi- | 


ley Ruggles; screen play, Claude Binyon; original by | 
play, ) > gine y 


Ciarence Budington Kelland; eamera, Joseph Walker. 
Cast: Jean Arthur, William Holden, Warren William, 
Porter Hall, Paul Harvey, Regis Toomey, 
Buchanan, George Chandler, Emmett Lynn, 


Edgar | 
Uvaldo | 


Valera, Earl Crawford, Colin Tapley, Byron Foulger, | 
Wade Crosby, Syd Saylor, Jules Cowles, Ralph Peters, | 


Frank Darien, Nina Campano, Frank 
Dewey, William G. Lomax. 


WIZARD OF DEATH, drama 


Hill, 


Earl Ss. | 
(1940-41): asso. prod., | 


Wally MacDonakj; director, Nick Grindle; no writing | 


credits released; camera, Benjamin Kline. 
Karloff, 
Sloan, Ben Taggart, Kenneth MacDonald, Don Beddoe, 
John Tyrell. 

BEFORE I DIE, drama; prod. Ben Hecht and Doug- 
las Fairbanks, Jr.; director, Ben Hecht; original by Ben 
Hecht: camera, Lee Garmes. Cast: Douglas Fairbanks, 
Jr., Rita Hayworth, Thomas Mitchell, John Qualen, 
Constance Worth, Ethelreda Leopold, Stanley Brown, 


Jack Roper. 
Metro 





Prom- Cem- Shoot- Now ToBe Scripts 

ised pleted ing Cutting Shot in Work 
Features ... 51 46 4 9 0 0 
Selznick-Int’l 1 1 0 0 0 6 
Totals . 8 47 4 9 6 0 


Pictures in cutting rooms or awaiting release: 
I LOVE YOU AGAIN, comedy-drama; producer, 


l Cast: Boris | 
Evelyn Keyes, Bruce Bennett, Edward Van | 





Lawrence Wvingarten: director, W. S. Van Dyke; no 
writing credits released; camera, Oliver Marsh, Cast: 
William’ Powell, Myrna Lay, Frank McHugh, Nella 
Walker, Mickey Gubitosi, Edmund Lowe, Alfalfa, Don- 
ald Douglas. 

ONE CAME HOME, drama; producer, Albert Levoy; 
director, S. Sylvan Simon; original story, Grace Norton; 
camera, William Daniels. Cast: Lewis Stone, Robert 
Young, William Gargan, Maureen O'Sullivan, Lynne 
Carver, Slim Summerville, Clarence Muse, George H. 
Reed. 

GOLD RUSH MAISIE, comedy; producer, J. Walter 
Ruben; director, Edwin L. Marin; original by Betty 
Reinhardt and Mary C. McCall, Jr.; camera, Charles 
Lawton. Cast: Ann Sothern, Lee Bowmar, John Hamil- 
ton, Virginia Weidler, Mary Nash, Hugh Sothern, Irving 
Bacon 

BUSMAN’S HONEYMOON, drama; being produced 
in England by Ben Goetz; director, Arthur Woods; 
original story, Dorothy Sayers. Cast: Robert Mont- 
gomery, Constance Cummings, Leslie Banks, Seymour 
Hicks, Robert Newton, Louise Hampton, Gwen Francyn 
Davies. 

BOOM TOWN, meller; producer, Sam Zimbalist; di- 
rector, Jack Conway; no writing credits released; 
camera, Hal Rosson. Cast: Clark Gable, Spencer Tracy, 
Claudette Colbert, Hedy Lamarr, Frank Morgan, Chill 





Wills. 

WE WHO ARE YOUNG, formerly I DO, formerly TO, 
OWN THE WORLD, drama; producer, Seymour Ne-| 
benzahl; director, Harold S. Bucquet; no writing cred- | 
its released; camera, Kar] Freund. Cast: Lana Turner, | 
John Shelton, Gene Lockhart, Don Castle, Jane Drum- 
mond, Jack Rice, Richard Crane, Shirley Ward. 

PRIDE AND PREJUDICE, drama; producer, Hunt 
Stromberg; director, Robert Z. Leonard; from novel by 
Jane Austin; camera, Karl Freund. Cast: Greer Gar- 
son, Laurence Olivier, Maureen O’Sullivan, Heather 
Angel, Ann Rutherford, Frieda Inescort, Karen Morley, 
Mary Boland, Marsha Hunt, Edward Ashley, E. E. 
Clive. 

PHANTOM RAIDER, meller; assoc. prod., Frederic 
Stephani; director, Jacques Tournier; based on Nick 
Carter series; camera, Clyde DeVinna. Cast: Walter 
Pidgeon, Florence Rice. 

GOLDEN FLEECING, comedy-drama; prod., Edgar 
Selwyn; dir., Leslie Fenton; no writing credits; camera, 
Len Smith. Cast: Lew Ayres, Rita Johnson, Virginia 
Grey, Nat Pendleton, Leon Errol, Richard Carle, | 
George Lessey, E. Mason Hopper, King Baggot, Edward 
Kilroy. 





Metro Pix Now in Production 


STRIKE UP THE BAND, musical; producer, Arthur 
Freea; director, Busby Berkeley; no writing credits re- 
leased’ camera, Ray June. Cast: Mickey Rooney, Judy 
Garland, June Preisser, Betty Jaynes, Douglas McPhail, 
Phil Silvers, William Tracy, Margaret Early. 

ESCAPE, drama; producer, Lawrence Weingarten; | 
director, Mervyn LeRoy: from novel by Ethel Vance; | 
camera, Robert Planck. Cast: Norma Shearer, Robert | 
Taylor, Nazimova, Felix Bressart, Paul Lukas, Bonita | 
Granville. 

DULCY, drama; prod., Edgar Selwyn; dir., S. Sylvan | 
Simon; no writing credits; camera, Charles Lawton. 
Cast: Ann Sothern, Ian Hunter, Billie Burke, Dan 
Dailey, Jr., Reginald Gardiner, Lynne Carver, Roland | 
Young, Hans Conreid, Guinn Williams, Joe Yule. 

BAD MAN OF WYOMING, formerly WYOMING, 
western drama; prod., Milton Bren; dir., Richard | 
Thorpe; no writing credits; camera, Clyde De Vinna. | 
Cast: Wallace Beery. Marjorie Main, Ann Rutherford, | 
Lee Bowman, Bobs Watson, Sara Haden, William Tan- | 
nen, Russell Simpson, Paul Kelly, Joseph Calleia, Chief | 
Thundercloud. | 





"Tea | 
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Monogram 


Prom- Cem- Shoot- Now ToBe Scripts | 

ised pleted ing Cutting Shot in Work 

Features ... 32 26 0 4 3 3 | 
Westerns .. 16 14 0 2 0 0 

Totals . 48 40 0 6 3 3 


Pictures in the cutting room: 

KID REPORTERS, new title ‘HAUNTED HOUSE,’ 
drama; prod. W. T. Lackey; dir., Robert McGowan; 
original, Jack K. Leonard, Monte Collins; script, Dor- 
othy Reid; camera, Harry Neumann. Cast: Marcia Mae 
Jones, Jackle Moran, George Cleveland, Henry Hall, 
John St. Polis, Jessie Arnold, Henry Roquemore, Rob- 
ert Dudley, Clarence Wilson, Mary Carr, Christian 
Rub, Hooper Atchley. 

BOYS OF THE CITY, comedy-drama 
lease); prod., Sam Katzman; dir., Joe Lewis; script, 
William Lively; camera, Robert Cline. Cast: Bobby | 
Jordan, Leo Grocey, Dave O’Brien, Sunshine Sammy, | 
Hally Chester, Frankie Burke, Donald Haines, Jack | 
Edwards, Dennis Moore. 

SHADOWS OVER CHINATOWN, mystery meller; 
prod., Paul Malvern; dir., William Nigh; script, Ralph 
Bettinson and Michael Jocoby; camera, Harry Neu- 
mann. Cast: Boris Karloff, Grant Withers, Marjorie 
Reynolds, Melvin Lang, Guy Usher, Catherine Craig, 
William Stelling, Henry Brandon, Wilbur Mack. Ken- 
neth Harlan, Richard Loo, Tristram Coffin, William 
Willmering, Mike Donovan. 

RAINBOW ON THE RANGE, Western; assoc. prod., 
Edward Finney; director, Al Herman: no writing cred- 
its; no camera assignment. Cast; Tex Ritter, Dorothy 
Fay, Slim Andrews. Jim Pierce. 

ALL AROUND THE TOWN, meller: 
Lindsley Parsons: director, 
inal story, Joseph West: screen play, Joseph West. John | 
Krafft; camera, Fred Jackman. Cast: Frankie Darro, | 
Mantan Moreland, Joy Hodges, Kay Sutton. | 

ARIZONA REDMAN, western: asso. prod., Edward 
Finney; dir.. Al Herman; no writing credits. Cast: 
Tex Ritter, Jim Thorpe, Dennis Moore, Slim Andrews. 


(1940-41 re- 


assoc. prod., 
Howard Bretherton; orig- 








Paramount 


Prom- Com- Sheet- New Te Be Scripts 

ised pleted ing Cutting Shot in Work 
Studios ..... 43 38 3 15 6 0 
Hi. Sherman. 9 A] 1 1 0 0 
Totals . 47 4 16 rm 0 


Pictures in cutting rooms or awaiting release: 

GOLDEN GLOVES, drama; GMO production: assoc. | 

producer, William C. Thomas; director, Edward 

Dmytryk; no writing credits released; camera, Henry 

Sharp. Cast: Robert Ryan, Jean Cagney, Richard Den- 

ning, Robert: Paige, William Frawley, Edward Brophy. 
(Continued on page 18) 
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Still Masterminding Tax 


Centinued from page 7 








at 30c, while others, now at 40c, are; to the U. S. defense tax. The anti- 


considering a 41c admission. The tax 
added to that comes out at 46c. A 
net admish price to the theatre of 
45c, on the other hand, becomes an 
even half-dollar when the ticket is 
paid for at the b. 0. Above 50c again 
the price comes out uneven. 

A surprising number of exhibitors 
and theatre managers are still not 
clear themselves on how the tax 
works and have been consulting ex- 
perts to find out what they can do 
and should do. 

From theatre operating quarters 
it is reported that the public seems 
to be fully aware of the fact it must 
pay a tax and is not grumbling 
about it, though odd setup on ad- 
missions in many cases has to be 
explained. 





Cheer Tax Trailers 
Detroit, July 9. 

Theatres here, in passing along the 
new defense taxes, are getting a 
hand from the public, All downtown 
1ouses as well as most of the larger 
neighborhoods are running patriotic 
trailers in connection with the col- 
lection of the pennies on the admis- 
sion prices, 

Flags fly, the public is advised 
they are buying battleships for their 
own protection with the idea dis- 
creetly worked that the new taxes 
passed by Congress are now in effect 
and ‘the law requires their collec- 
tion.” The fans give the trailer a 
hand, whistles, cheers. 

No squawks were made at the box- 
offices even before the patriotic 
trailers came on. ‘Defense taxes’ 
seemed the best answer to all queries. 
More than 250 theatres were repre- 
sented here when Cooperative The- 
atres of Michigan, United Detroit, 
Michigan Allied and indies got to- 
gether and decided to continue with 
present prices, adding the taxes. 








Seattle Ups Scale 





| film 


Seattle, July 9. | 


Admission prices were upped at 
most houses in this burg, with the 
Federal tax going into effect. Raises 
are slight, being, in addition to the 
higher tax, generally around two or 
three cents, so as to reach ‘even 
change’ totals. ‘ 
Would Curb Price-Cutting 
Minneapolis, July 9. 
Although thus far, as far as is 
known, only three Twin City inde- 


| more vigorous opponents. 


cipated bellyache has failed to ma- 
terialize. Veteran managers say 
they have never se-n anything like 
the way Joe Doakes is accepting this 
tax. No beefs at all. In fact a lot 
of people make it a point to express 
themselves as happy to have the ex- 
tra bite put on ’em for such a cause. 

Only one in 25 seemed ignorant of 
the tax, even at first, and that small 
percentage let out no squawk once 
the cashiers explained the cause. 

At the start there was considerable 
difficulty in keeping a sufficient sup- 
ply of pennies to make change. This 
shortage of copper has been met, 
however, and the defense coin chinks 
merrily in with nary a yelp. 





‘Consent’ Parleys 


Continued from page 5 











—_ 


36 exchange centers and key cities, 
a panel of arbitrators will be set 
up nationally which, within a short 
time, will include 400 to 500 names 
of men qualified to pass upon intra- 
industry disputes. 
Misgivings Vanish 
There was evidenced early in the 


consent decree conferences’ the 
opinion. that arbitrators without 
practical showmanship experience 


might be misled to serious mistakes 
in passing on exhibitor complaints 
against competing theatres or the 
film exchanges. Such misgivings are 
said to have completely disappeared 
in the face of the proposal for a 
national appeals board of five mem- 
bers, and the obvious advantages to 
the film industry at large in edu- 
cating a sizeable and important 
group of non-showmen inio the in- 
tricacies of the commercial structure. 

Statement has been made repeat- 
edly during the past few years that 
if the public better understood the 
industry much of the dissent 
and restrictive legislation would find 
Through- 
out the current conferences the at- 
torneys for the major companies 


| have been under the pressure of cop- 


pendent houses and no Paramount- | 


Singer theatres have lowered their 
admission prices since the new de- 
fense tax went into effect, the trade 
here is using its efforts to prevent 
a spread of the cutting. 

The Homewood, large neighbor- 
hood theatre, has dropped from 25e 


| to 15c weekdays and 20c on Satur- 


days and Sundays. It's claimed re- 
duction was planned before new tax 
was scheduled. The Vogue, another 
local uptown theatre, slashed from 
25c to 20c and the Randolph, St 
Paul neighborhood house, went from 
25c to 22c plus tax. All other the- | 
atres have added the tax to 
regular admissions when 
25c or more. 

Throughout the territory, however, 
there has been some cutting of 
according to word reach- 


their 


charging 


ad- 


ing here. 


In Good Spirit 
Customers at N. Y. film houses are 
taking the new 10% U.S. defense tax 
in good-natured fashion. Cashiers | 
report an obsolute minimum of ex- 


planations necessary, most people 
having been fully informed via 
newspapers and radio Few have 
ouched at the wicket, or walked 


away. 

In almost all cases the tax is be- 
ing passed on to the public, and few 
basic prices have been raised in 
order to snatch a penny or so profit. 


No Beefs 
Pittsburgh, July 9 
Preparedness-mindedness of pub- 
lic was clearly reflected here last 
week all over district in reports of 
theatre managers on attitude of cus- 
tomers to new Government tax. 

‘It’s a new U. S. defense tax,’ was 
the fixed reply. 
Cashiers reported that answer was 
invariably, ‘Oh, that’s all right,’ and 
extra coin was shelled out without | 
a murmur. All through Pittsburgh 
territory, incidentally, tax has been 
passed on to public, in flock of situa- 
tions forestalling proposed tariff in- 

creases this summer, 
Memphis Still Dazed 
Memphis, July 9. 
Local showmen are still shekin 
their gray pates over public reaction 


' 


ing with alleged demands from pub- 
lic pressure groups who have made 
known to the Department of Justice 
their opposition to blockbooking and 
blind-selling on strictly social, moral 
and ethical grounds. 

One of the major company attor- 
neys declared yesterday that the are 
bitration machinery under the cone 
sent decree will bring to the indus 
try an important weapon of enlight- 
ened public opinion, and a group 


| that may be the answer to the high- 


|are against the organized 


' gins on Sept. 1. 


ly organized opponents, Who always 
industry 
in legislative hearings. 

Neither Government nof film com- 


pany attorneys are responding to 
| suggestions from independent the- 


atre operators to hasten the consent 
decree decisions in order that the 
sales and competitive regulations 
shall become effective during the 
1940-41 exhibition season, which be- 
Both sides in the 
settlement talks are reported to have 
adopted a policy of care and caution 
and to regard haste as unimportant 
in the circumstances. Both sides also 
are conscious of the fact that if the 
issues of the anti-trust suit had gone 
to trial no decision would be likely 
within a year, with prospect of ap- 
peals extending over a further pe- 
riod of two years. 

Judge Goddard has informed coun- 
sel that he intends to take a vaca- 
tion during August and September. 
It is unlikely any action will be 
taken by him within the next few 
weeks except to extend adjournment 
so long as there is the prospect of 
the Government and 
reaching an amicable settlement. 


companies 





Sally Rand 


Continued from page 3 





Buddy Clarke’s band, currently in 
the spot, will continue, and several 
variety acts will be added. The 
spot’s couvert on weekends will be 
raised from 75c. to $1, and weekdays 
it will be 75c. rather than 50c. 
Mayor La Guardia’s thumbs-down 
ruling on Miss Rand at the Fair is 
said to have come when Billy Rose 
was negotiating for the fanner to re- 
vitalize his Barbary Coast, which 
has since gone honky-tonk. La- 
Guardia also nixed Miss Rand at the 
Fair last year, although Rosita 
Royce, current, who is undressed by 


| doves, or parrots, or both, is evi- 


dently not classified by City Hall as 
a corrupter of morals, or obscene, er 
nude, or anything but art as its 
spelled by the best of society. 
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DOWN WENT McGINTY, drama; producer, Paul 
Jones; director, Preston Sturges; no writing credits re- 
leased; camera, William Mellor. Cast: Brian Donlevy, 
Muriel Angelus, Akim Tamiroff, William Demarest, 
Allyn Joslyn, Harry Rosenthal, Libby Taylor, Thurston 
Hail, Steffi Duna, Esther Howard, Donnie Kerr, Mary 
Thomas, Walter Soderling, Harry Hayden, William Ed- 
munds, Dorothy Vernon, Sylvia Andrew, Kay Stewart, 
Jean Phillips. 

DANCING ON A DIME (1940-41), drama; GMO Pro- 
duction: director. Joseph Santley; script, Maurice Rapf, 
Anne Morrison Chapin, Allen Rivkin: based on story by 
Jean Lustig and Max Kolpe; camera, Charles Lang. Cast: 
Robert Paige, Peter Hayes, Eddie Quillan, Frank Jenks, 
Grace McDonald, Virginia Dale, Carol Adams, Lillian 
Cornell, William Frawley, John Gallaudet, Phillip 
Terry, Tom Collins, George Meader, Charles Lane, 
James Flavin, Jerry Fletcher, Frank C. Shannon, Snow- 
flake, Russell] Coller, Fred Seatley, Jack Kenny, Fay 
Helm, A. S. ‘Pop’ Byron, Herbert Vigron. 

TEXAS, formerly TEXAS RANGERS RIDE AGAIN, 
western’ drama: GMO Production; director, James 
Hogan: script, William R. Lippman and Horace Mc- 
Coy; camera, Archie Stout. Cast: John Howard, Ellen 
Drew, May Robson, Broderick Crawford, John Miljan, 
Charley Grapewin. Anthony Quinn. 

NORTHWEST MOUNTED POLICE, melier in Tech- 
nieolor: producer-director, Cecil B. deMille: assoc. pro- 
ducer. William H. Pine; assoc. director, Arthur Rosson; 
original screen play, Alan LeMay. Jesse Lasky, Jr., and 
C. Gardner Sullivan; camera, Victor Milner, Duke 
Green; second unit, Dewey Wrigley. Cast: Gary 
Cooper, Madeleine Carroll, Paulette Goddard, Preston 
Foster, Robert Preston, George Bancroft, Akim Tam- 
jroff, Lynne Overman, Francis McDonald, Montagu 
Love, Lon Chaney, Jr.. Regis Toomey. Walter Hamp- 
den, James Seay. Jimmy Dundee. Lane Chandler, 
Weldon Heyburn, Ethan Laidlaw, Ralph Byrd, Douglas 
Bates, John Beach, John Hart, Ted Mapes, Kermit 
Maynard, Waliy Reid, Jr., Phil Terry, Jack Luden, Bud 
Geary, Eric Alden, Robert Ireland, Larry Lawson, Rod 
Cameron, Jack Pennick, Steve Carruthers. Jack Chapin, 
Emory Parnell, Ed Brady, Dick Rush, Walter Shum- 
way, Davison Clark, George E. Stone, Ean Thomas, 
Norma Nelson, Eva Puig, George Regas, Alphonse 
Martel, Ameda Lambert, Chief Big Tree, William 
Haade, William Beauman, Ted Oliver, Colin Tapley, 
Douglas Kennedy, Richard Denning, Robert Ryan, 
James Flavin. John Murton, Earl Askam, Nestor Paiva, 
Harry Semels, Harry Vejar, Tony Patten, Tony Merlo, 
Constant Franke, Fred Malatesta, Pedro Regas, Charles 
Stevens, Irene Colman, John Laird, Jack Rutherford, 
Jim Pierce. Donald Curtis, Russ Clark, Bob St. Angelo, 
Albert Pollet, Tony Martelli, Delmar Costello, Louis 
Natheaux, Glay De Roy, Dave Dunbar, Dutch Hendrian, 
Jack Byron, Ed Brady, Sid D’Albrook, Hector Sarno, 
Soledad Jiminez. Lou Merril, Charlene Wyatt, Clara 
Blandick, John Power, Ynez Seabury, John Merton, 
Foy Van Dolson, Jack Clifford, Alonzo Price. Paul Sut- 
ton. Anthony L. Caruso, Julia Faye, Edith Mills, Major 
Fred Farrell, Cyril Ring, Sam Ash, Jane Keckley, 
Noble Johnson, Ray Mala. Monte Blue, Chief Thunder- 
bird. Chief Yowlachie, Bill Wilkerson, Bill Hazlett, 
Chief Thundercloud, Frank Lackteen, George Magrill, 
Marc Cortez, Chuck Hamilton. 

A NIGHT AT EARL CORROLL’S (1940-41), musical; 
GMO production; assoc. prod., Earl Carroll; director, 
Kurt Neumann: no writing credits released; camera, 
Leo Tover. ‘ast: Ken Murray, Rose Hobart, Blanche 
Stewart. Elvia Allman, J. Carroll Naish, Russell Hicks, 


William Davidson, Forbes Murray, Ralph Emerson, 
Allen Cavan, George McKay. Lillian Cornell, Jack 


Norton. Truman Bradley, Beryl Wallace, Ruth Rogers, 
Betty McLaughlin, John Laird. Sam Ash, Kay Sutton, 
Mary Lou Cook, Florine McKinney, Wanda McKay, 
Jean Phillips, Lela Moore, Emory Parnell. 

THE ALDRICH FAMILY IN LIFE WITH HENRY 
(1940-41), comedy-drama; prod.-dir., Theodore Reed; 
original story and screen play by Clifford Goldsmith 
and Don Hartman; camera, Leo Tover. Cast: Jackie 
Cooper, Leila Ernst, Eddie Bracken, Hedda Hopper, 
Fred Niblo. Kay Stewart, Etta McDaniel, Moroni Olsen, 
Rand Brooks, Josephine Whittell, Pierre Watkin, Doris 


Lioya. Armand ‘Curley’ Wright, George Meader, Jack 
Clifford, Edith Evanson, Lucien Littlefield, Frances 
Carson, Frank Thomas, Sr., Robert Winkler, Danny 


Mummert. Ivan Miller, Mary Currier, Thurston Hall, 


Charlotte Treadway, Winifred Harris, Theodore Von 
Eltz, Hanley Stafford. Rod Cameron, Douglas Fahy, 
Jean Phillips, Lillian West, Sam Ash, Cyril Ring, Wil- 


liam Hall, Tina Marshall, Harry Depp, James Dundee, 
George Melford, Arthur Stuart Hull, Stanley Mack, 
Ned Norton, John Laird, Betty Farrington, Jan Buck- 
ingnam, Rita Owin, Besse Wade, Mary Akin, Gus Reed, 
Frances Raymond, Nell Craig, Helen Dickson, Fern 
Emmett, John Sylvester, Clarence Badger, Jr., Ronnie 


Rondell, Wanda McKay, Betty McLaughlin, Ruth 
Rogers, Harry Lash. Earl Dewey. John H. Dilson, 
George Anderson, Gordon Hart, Harry C. Bradley, 


Adrian Morris, Frances Monis, George Barton. 

A DATE WITH DESTINY, formerly DESTINY (1940- 
41), drama; prod., George Arthur; director, Tim 
Whelan; screen play, Howard J. Green; camera, Ted 
Tetzlaff. Cast: Basil Rathbone, John Howard, Martin 
Kosleck, Ellen Drew, Barbara Jo Allen, Ralph Morgan, 
Kitty Kelly, Hugh Sothern, Howard Mitchell, Charles 
McAvoy, Billy Benedict, Henry Victor, Douglas Ken- 
me nedy, Frances Raymond, Harry Hayden, Harry Bailey, 


John Laird, James Seay, Ben Taggart. Ned Norton, 
Max Wagner, Edward Earle, Hugh O’Connell, Jean 


Phillips. Kay Stewart, Wanda McKay, Betty McLaugh- 

lin, George Chandler. Norma Varden, Jacques Vanaire, 

Laura Treadwell, William J. Kline, Larry McGrath, 

Billy Wayne. Johnnie Morris, George Walcott, Paul 

Kruger, Phillip Morris, Eddie Dunn, Dorothy Dayton. 

I WANT A DIVORCE (1940-41), drama; prod., George 
Arthur; director, Ralph Murphy: screen play, Frank 
Butler: based on a story by Adela Rogers St. Johns; 
camera, Ted Tetzlaff. Cast: Joan Blondell, Dick 
Powell, Gloria Dickson, Frank Fay, Sidney Blackmer, 
Jessie Ralph. Harry Davenport, Conrad Nagel, Dorothy 
Burgess, Mickey Kuhn, Harry Hadden, Natalie Moor- 
head, Isabel] Withers, Jean Phillips, Edmund Elton, 
Lenita Lane, Edna Bennett, Pat West, Don Brodie, John 
Hartley. Virginia McMullin, Ruth Cherrington, Donnie 
Kerr, Emma Tansey, Adele Horner, Brandon Tynan, 
George Huntley, Herbert Rawlinson, Richard Clarke, 
Earle Dewey. Louise Beavers. Frank Austin, Betty Mc- 
Laughlin, Elizabeth Valentine, Roscoe Ates, Byron 
Foulger. Edward Earle, Charles McAvoy, James Seay, 
Snowflake, Ed Stanley, Archie Twitchell, Frances Mor- 
ris, Norma Nelson, Paul Stanton, George Meader, John 
mony Paco Moreno, Eva Puig, Frank Wayne, Dorothy 
3ureess. 

MYSTERY SEA RAIDER, formerly MYSTERY 
RAIDER, meller (1940-41 release); producer, Eugene 
Zukor; director. Edward Dmytryk: script, Edward E. 
Paramore, Jr.: based on story by Robert Grant; camera, 

arry Fischbeck. Cast: Henry Wilcoxon, Carole Lan- 
dis, Onslow Stevens, Kathleen Howard, Wallace Rair- 


NN eS 


, den, Sven Hugo Borg, Henry Victor, Roland Varno, 
| Will Kaufman, Louis Adlon, Pierre Watkin, Edwin 
| Brian, Kay Linaker, Harry A. Bailey, Reed Howes, 
| Wanda McKay, Emmett Vogan, Ben Taggart, Wally 

Mahor, Chuck Hamilton, George Magrill, Tom Wintle, 

Sid D’Albrook, Dick Winslow, John Indrisano, Jack 
| Chapin, Jack Roberts, Larry Lawson, Worth Slim 
| Crouch, Eric Alden, Nick Vehr, Chester Walker, Otto 
| Reichow, Sigfrid Tor, Rudolph Steinbeck, Knud Kreu- 
| ger, Edward Groag, Douglas Grant, Carl Grayson, 
| Charles Flynn, Holger Bendixen, Darryl Hickman, 
| Monte Blue, Jean Del Val, Gohr Van Vieck, Norma 











ised financial support to the strikers. 
The AFOE is asking a minimum of 


for the first year of employment and 
at least $27.50 thereafter. The union 
demanded a minimum of $75 for 
casting directors, but is understood 
to be willing to accept a much lower 
figure, if directors are paid overtime 





| Nelson, Hans Schumm, Philip Warren. 

COMIN’ ROUND THE MOUNTAIN, comedy; GMO 
Production: assoc. producer, Bill Thomas; director, 
George Archainbaud; no writing credits released; cam- 

| era, William Mellor. Cast: Bob Burns, Una Merkel, 
Pat Barrett, The Old Timer and Gildersleeve (from 
radio). 
| SHREE MEN FROM TEXAS (1940-41 release), west- 
_ ern; producer, Harry Sherman; director, Lesley Sel- 
ander; screen play, Norton S. Parker; based on char- 
acters created by Clarence E. Mulford; camera, Russell 
Harlan. Cast: ¥ill Boyd, Russell Hayden, Andy Clyde, 
Esther Estrella, Thornton Edwards. Morris Ankrum, 
| Dick Curtis, George Lollier, Glenn Strange, Ney] Marx, 
| Lucio Villegas, Davison Clark, Morgan Wallace. 
| RANGERS OF FORTUNE (1940-41), drama; prod., 
Dale Van Every: director, Sam Wood; original screen 
| play by Frank Butler; camera, Theodor Sparkuhl. Cast: 


| Fred MacMurray, Albert Dekker, Gilbert Roland, Pa- | 


ticia Morison, Joseph Schildkraut, Betty Brewer, Ar- 
| thur Allen, Bernard Nedell. Brandon Tynan, Dick 
Alexander, Paul Newlan, Charles Middleton, Dick 
| Foran, John Miljan, Rosa Turich, Erville Alderson, 
| Fern Emmett, Frank Puglia, Minor Watson, Matt Mc- 
Hugh, Joseph Eggerton, Earl Seaman, Jack Richardson, 
| Charles Irwin, Frank Hagney, Harry Burslen, Dewey 
| Robinson, Edward Le Saint, Rod Cameron, 

RHYTHM ON THE RIVER, formerly 
| MUSIC, musical drama (1940-41 release); 
| William LeBaron; director, Vic Schertzinger; script, 
Dwight Taylor; based on story by Billy Wilder and 
Jacques Thery: camera, Ted Tetzlaff. Cast: Bing Cros- 
| by, Mary Martin, Basil Kathbone, Oscar Levant, 
| ‘Wingy’ Mannone. John Scott Trotter, Oscar Shaw, 


GHOST 


| 
| Pierre Watkin, Ronnie Rondell, 
| Curran, Beth Hartman, Clive Morgan, Mary Akin, 
| Jean Phillips, Douglas Kennedy, Harry Barris, Mary 
| Cecil, Don Brodie, Barney Dean, Pauline Haddon, Ed- 
| ward Emerson, Ken Carpenter. 
| WVECTORY, drama (1940-41 release); producer, An- 
thony Veiller; director, John Cromwell; script, John 
| L. Balderston; based on novel by Joseph Conrad; cam- 
| era, Leo Tover. Cast: Fredric March, Betty Field, 
| Jerome Cowan, Margaret Wycherly, Sig Rumann, Fritz 
| Feld, Rafaela Ottiano, Lionel Royce, William Stack, 
| Sir Cedric Hardiwicke, Tommy Lee, 
| George Rosenor, Chester Gan. Jack Win 
Alan Ladd, Sam Ash. Major McBride. 
THE NEW YORKERS, comedy-drama (1940-41 re- 
lease); prod., Paul Jones; dir., Preston Sturges: script, 
Preston Sturges: camera, Victor Milner. Cast: William 
Powell, Ellen Drew. Raymond Walburn. William De- 
eer Alexander Carr, Ernest Truex, Franklin Pang- 
| born. 


Gus Reed, 


Paramount Pix Now in Production 


THERE’S MAGIC IN MUSIC (1940-41), musical 
drama; prod-dir., Andrew Stone: no writing credits; 
camera, Theodor Sparkuhl. Cast: Allan Jones, Sus- 


| ana Foster, Grace Bradley, Irra Patina, Richard Bonelli, 
Margaret Lindsay. Tandy Mackenzie. 

CHEROKEE STRIP, western drama (1940-41): prod., 
Harry Sherman; dir., Lesley Selander: script. Norman 
Houston from original by Bernard McConville: cam- 
era, Russell Harlan. Cast: Richard Dix( Florence Rice, 

| William Henry. George E. Stone, Victor Jory. 

MOON OVER BURMA, drama 

| King; no writing credits: camera, 
Cast: Dorothy Lamour, Robert Preston. Preston Foster, 
Doris Nolan, Albert Basserman, Cecil Kelloway, Stan- 
ley Price. 

ARISE MY LOVE, drama (1940-41): asso. prod., Ar- 
thur Hornblow, Jr.: dir.. 
credits: camera. Charles Lang. 
Ray Milland. Dennis O’Keefe, Walter Abel, Dick Pur- 
cell, Frank Puglia, George Zucco, Cliff Nazarro, Michael 


Mark. 
RKO-Radio 
Prom- Com- Shoot- Now ToBe Scripts 
ised pleted ing Cutting Shot in Work 

Studios .... 31 22 5 1 1 
Westerns ... 6 4 6 2 0 0 
Sol Lesser.. 2 2 0 0 0 0 
The Play’s 

the Thing. 4 2 ti) 0 2 r 
Plays & Pix 

Cere.....<. 2 1 0 e 1 1 
Major Pictures 

(English). 1 1 0 c o 0 
Harold Lloyd 1 0 0 0 1 1 
Stephens- 

Lang ..... 3 3 6 0 0 0 
Boris Morros 

eee. i... J 1 0 0 0 0 
Walt Disney 1 1 0 6 0 0 

Totals 52 37 5 & § 5 


Pictures in cutting rooms or awaiting release: 
THE VILLAIN STILL PURSUED HER, comedv- 
meller; Harold B. Franklin production: director. Ed- 
ward Cline; screen play, Elbert Franklin: based on 
the play, ‘The Fallen Saved,’ produced at Boston Mu- 
seum in 1844: camera, Lucien Ballard Cast: Hugh 
Herbert, Anita Louise, Alan Mowbray. Buster Keaton. 
Joyce Compton, Richard Cromwell. Billy Gilbert. Mar- 
garet Hamilton, John Wray, Franklin Pangborn, Dian 

Fisher. 
STAGE TO CHINO, western: producer, Bert Gilroy: 
| director, Edward Killy; original, Norton S. Parker: 
screen play, Morton Grant and Arthur V. Jones: cam- 
| era, J. Roy Hunt. Casi: George O’Brien. Virginia Vale. 
Hobart Cavanaugh. Glenn Strange, Harry Cording, 

Martin Garralaga, William Haade, Roy Barcroft. 


DREAMING OUT LOUD, formerly MONEY ISN’T 
EVERYTHING, comedy: a Voco Preduction: producer, 


| Jack Votion and Sam Coslow: director, Harold Young; | 


original, Bob Andrews and Barry Trivers; screen play, 


Andrews, Trivers and Howard Green; camera, Phil 
Tannura. Cast: Lum and Abner, Frances Langford. 
Frank Craven. Bobs Watson, Irving Bacon, Robert 


| Wilcox, Donald Briggs. 
_ONE CROWDED NIGHT, meller: prod. Cliff Reid: 
| dir., Irving Reis: original, Ben Holmes; script, Richard 


| Collins, Arnaud D’Usseau; camera. J. Roy Hunt. Cast: 
| Billie Seward, Don Costello, William Haade, Ann 
{ (Continued on page 20) 


producer, 


Kennedy, Lillian Cornell, Jean Cagney, Charles Lane, | 
Florence Wix, Tom) 


Wuke Chan, | 


(1940-41): dir.. Louis | 
William Mellor. | 


Mitchell Leisen: no writing | 
Cast: Claudette Colbert, | 


after 40 hours. A maximum of 33 
| hours per week is demanded for 
| telephone operators. 


Agreement Reached 


Producers and Screen Writers 
|Guild have reached a tentative agree- 
|ment, after negotiating off and on 
| for more than two years. A call for 
a meeting of SWG membership will 
be sent out this week to vote on 
| acceptance of a short-term pact with 
| the major companies. 

In announcing the agreement the 
Producers and SWG issued the fol- 
| lowing joint statement: 

‘The bargaining representatives of 
| the Producers and the Screen Writers 
| Guild have come to a tentative agree- 
ment on a short-term contract. This 


| 
| 


| contract is subject to ratification by | 


| the boards of the several companies 
land by the membership of the 
Screen Writers Guild. The execu- 
| tive board of the Guild announces 
that the date of a membership meet- 
| ing of the Guild will shortly be fixed, 
at which meeting details of the pro- 
| posed agreement will be made pub- 
lic.’ 


was composed of prexy Sheridan 
Gibney, Charles Brackett, Mary C. 
| McCall, Jr., Boris Ingster, Ralph 
Block, Dore Schary. Most of the 
negotiations for the companies were 
handled by attorneys M. B. Silber- 
berg, Alfred Wright, George Cohen 
and Homer Mitchell. 

Ha] Walker is the new president 
of the Junior Screen Directors Guild. 
, Other officers elected at recent mem- 
bership meeting are Eric Stacey, 
v.p.; Joseph Dill, secretary, and Vir- 
gil Hart, treasurer. Shortly after 





his election, Stacey was assigned as a’ 


unit manager by Warners, and Ver- 
non Keays was advanced to vice- 
presidency since Stacey was required 
|to transfer to the Unit Managers 
Guild. Hal Walker, Vernon Keays 
and Art Black were designated to 
|represent the Juniors on the SDG 
board of directors. Walker will serve 
on the Guild membership commit- 
| tee, and Hart on the finance com- 
mittee, 
Dismissed Indemnity Clause 
Payment of dismissal indemnity if 
a studio layoff exceeds 90 days is 
provided in the Screen Office Em- 
| ployes Guild contract to be pre- 
sented to the Producers soon. The 
seniority clause pertaining to layoffs, 
severance pay, etc., follows: 
‘Seniority commences as of date 
of employment; seniority wage in- 
creases shall commence as of the 
date which is nearest calendar quar- 
terly period, namely Jan. 1, April 
1, etc. Layoffs shall be arranged ac- 
cording to seniority. The last to go 
shall be the first to be recalled. and 
they shall be recalled to their former 
position, or, if not, they shall have 
the first opportunity for other posi- 
tions. If a layoff exceeds 90 days. 
the employee shall receive dismissal 
indemnity, and if he is recalled with- 
in six months, his seniority remains 
unchanged except for elaspsed time 
| of layoff. No seniority rights shall 
be lost due to leave of absence, ex- 
cept that the time off may be de- 
ducted from service time. When a 
| position paying an equal or higher 
rate of pay is to be filled, it shall 
be filled by the oldest employee in 
point of service who is qualified for 
it, and he shall be allowed a reason- 
able trial period. If employee is eli- 
gible for vacation at time of lavoff. 
he shall, upon application, 
his paid vacation time.’ 
Dismissal clause which will affect 
more than 2,000 employes provides: 
‘When dismissed after one year’s 
service, the employee shall receive 
dismissal idemnity of two weeks pay; 
when dismissed after two years ser- 
vice or more, he shall receive one 


receive 


week’s pay for each year’s service | ‘ 
| isfactory 


up to a maximum of 10 weeks’ pay. 
If he is requested to resign and does 
so, he shall receive dismissal pay as 
above, Any employee after 10 years 
service, may voluntarily resign and 
receive maximum idemnity proposed. 
Dismissal pay shall be computed on 
basis of total consecutive years of 
employment in the service of the 
employer.’ 
| Ad Artists Back to Worx 
Striking advertising artists at Uni- 
versal have returned to work. fol- 
lowing an agreement that demands 


Casey’s Cleanup 


Continued from page 7 


spread to the studios, and had prom- | 


$25 a week for clerks, typists, etc., | 


me : 
| Brandon Hurst, Billy Benedict, George Walcott, Phyllis | The SWG negotiating committee | 








for higher wage scale will be nego- 
tiated with Pat Casey, rather than 
Fred Pelton and studio executives. 
Darryl F. Zanuck, chairman of the 
Research Council of the Academy 
of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences, 
has announced the appointment of 


| Charles L. Lootens, chief engineer 


at Republic, to membership on the 
Academy Research Council. Other 
members are John Aaiberg, RKO: 
Bernard B. Brown, Universal: Far- 
ciol Edouart, Paramount; E. H. Han- 
sen, 20th-Fox; Nathan Levinson, 
Warners; John Livadary, Columbia: 
Thomas Moulton, Samuel Goldwyn; 
Elmer Raguse, Hal Roach: Douglas 
Shearer, Metro, and Gordon S. Mit- 
chell, Council manager. 

The Screen Actors Guild has no- 
tified more than 2,000 Class B mem- 
bers that they will be suspended ef- 
fective Aug. 1 if their current dues 
are not paid at that time. Move was 


' ordered in line with the policy of 


the Guild to eliminate casual extras 
and provide more jobs for the regu- 
lar extras who have no income out- 
side the industry. 





Airlines 
Continued from page 2 


Sheila Skeates, who were ficeing 
|from the war. She plans to take her 
/cousins from across the seas back to 
Hollywood, she said. 





Song 


| Mary Murray, the singer, hopped 
}out of Chicago last Thursday. Her 
‘flight led an unknown admirer to 
{send a singing telegram by Western 
'Union. The boy who took it has 
been a telegraph boy for two years 
and it was his first singing order. 
He got well primed for the opening 
notes of ‘Happy Landings to You’ 
when the United despatcher ap- 
proached, told him the plane was 
leaving immediately. Mary tipped 
the boy a quarter anyway, without 
hearing his warbling. 


Return 


Elsie de Wolfe is back on Ameri- 
can soil again, and happy about it. 
More recently Lady Mendl, she came 
in on the Clipper last Tuesday, her 
stockings full of runs, her baggage 
scanty. She and Sir Charles Mendl 
made a hasty run of it out of their 
place at Biarritz, accompanied by 
John McMullin. Mack is’ Lady 
Mendl's adopted son. At 41, he still 
knows what it is to be ‘horribly 
emotional’ and he told Conde Nast 
and Gilbert Miller, who was present 
to meet the Mendl party, that that 
was the way he felt. 


Roughing it, the Mendl party man- 


aged to-escape the onrushing Teu- 
tons in a Rolls Royce and a Ford 
station wagon. They gave their 
other car to their handful of ser- 
vants, McMullin said. 
Stratoliner 

First departure from the Fast 

Monday night (8) carried, among 


others, Gradwell Sears, president of 
Vitagraph and general sales manager 
of Warner Bros. accompaned by his 
daughter, and John Houseman, right 
bower of Orson Welles in the Mer- 


cury Theatre. On the first arrival 
from the west yesterday (Tues) 
morning were Tyrone Power, Paul- 


ette Goddard, Alexander Korda and 
his general manager, Basil Bleck. as 
well as Howard Dietz, Herman Wob- 
ber, Martin Kraham and Larry Gins- 
berg. Richard Greene was a last- 
minute cancellation on the flight 
eastward. Edith Head, chief fashion 
designer for Paramount, tried to ar- 
range plans for the maiden flight, 
but business called and she came in 
Monday on the TWA Sky Chief 





Quiz Shows 


Continued from page = 


ment of professional salaries that is 
responsible for their multiplication. 
That, plus the fact that, dollar-for- 
dollar in investment, they gather sat- 
listening ratings. While 
that remains true (and the public’s 
mood cannot be predicted), the curve 
of talent employment will go down 
in terms of total numbers involved 
even though, contrarily, the radio 
stars remaining on the air get ever 
larger stipends via the option sys- 
tem. 





The dropping off of 15 variety pro- 
grams from the networks answers 
the question of why such personali- 
ties as Eddie Cantor, Phil Baker, Ed 
Wynn, and others have not been 
heard the past season, 





{ 
j 
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THE NEATEST 
TRICK OF 
THE WEEK! 


(it’s better than the old 
Indian Rope Marvel!) 


2 RECORD- 
BREAKING | 
M-G-M HITS 
IN A ROW! 


(it’s an old M-G-M custom!) 


‘NEW MOON’ 
HELD OVER! 


(topping mid-winter highs 
in mid-summer heat!) 


“ANDY HARDY 


MEETS DEB 
SOCKO: 


(registering biggest grosses in several 
years and holding over!) 


MORE BIG 
ONES COMING: 


(“Pride and Prejudice” booked into Radio 
City Music Hall. “Boom Town” sensa- 
tional! It’s another M-G-M Summer!) 
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Revere, Paul Guilfoyle, J. M. Kerrigan, Emma Dunn, 
George Watts. Casey Johnson, Dick Hogan, Gale Storm, 
Gaylord Pendleton, Charles Lang, Adele Pearce. 


LADDIE, drama (1940-41 release); prod., Cliff Reid; 
dir., Jack Hively; script by Bert Granet from novel by 
Gene Stratton Porter; camera, Harry Wilde. Cast: Tim 
Holt, Virginia Gilmore, Joan Carroll, Spring Byington, 
Robert Barrett, Miles Mander, Esther Dale, Sam Mc- 
Kim, Joan Brodel, Martha O'Driscoll, Rand Brooks, 
Doris Lloyd, Peter Cushing. 

THE STRANGER ON THE THIRD FLOOR, meller 
(1940-41 release); producer, Lee Marcus; director, Boris 
Ingster; original and script, Frank Partos; camera, Nick 
Musuraca. Cast: Peter Lorre, John McGuire, Margaret 
Tallichet. Charles Waldron, Elish Cook, Jr.. Charles 
Halton, Ethel Griffies, Cliff Clark, Oscar O'Shea, Alec 
Craig, Otto Hoffman. 

MEN AGAINST THE SKY, drama; asso. prod., How- 
ard Benedict: dir., Leslie Goodwin: original story, John 
Twist: screen play, Nathaniel West; camera, Frank 
Redmond. Cast: Richard Dix Kent Taylor, Edmund 
Lowes, Wendie Barrie, Granville Bates, Charles Quig- 
ley, Grant Withers. 

TRIPLE JUSTICE, western: assoc. prod., Bert Gilroy; 
dir.. David Howard; original, Arnold Belgrad, Jack 
Roberts; screen play, Arthur V. Jones, Martin Grant; 
camera, J. Roy Hunt. Cast: George O’Brien, Virginia 
Vale, Paul Fix. 

RKO Pix Now in Production 

LUCKY FARTNERS, formerly BON CHANCE; pro- 
ducer, George Haight; director, Lewis Milestone; screen 
play, Allan Scott from play by Sacha Guitry; camera, 
Robert DeGrasse. Cast’ Ronald Colman, Ginger Rogers, 
Jack Carson, Spring Byington, Billy Gilbert, Leon 
Belasco, Eddy Conrad, Lucile Gleason, Olin Howland, 
Benny Rubin, Andrew Tombes, Tom Dugan, Helen 
Lynd, Alex Nelesh. 

DANCE, GIRL, DANCE, formerly HAVE IT YOUR 
OWN WAY, formerly ONE OF SIX GIRLS, 
drama; producer, Erich Pommer; director, Roy 
Del Ruth; original, Vicki Baum; adaptation, Tess Sles- 
inger and Frank Davis; camera, Joseph August. Cast: 
Maureen O’Hara, Louis Hayward, Lucille Ball, Vir- 
ginia Field, Carl Esmond, Mary Carlisle, Maurice Mos- 
covich, Katharine Alexander, Harold Huber, Ed 
Brophy, Louis Borell, Ernest Truex, Chester Clute. Lola 
Jensen, Lorraine Kruger, Emma Dunn, Ralph Bellamy, 
Walter Abel. 

TOO MANY GIRLS, musical (1940-41 release); asso- 
ciate producer and director. George Abbott; script, 
John Twist, from musical by George Marions, Jr.; 
camera, Frank Redmond. Cast: Lucille Ball, Richard 
Carlson. Defi Arnaz. Eddie Bracken, Frances Langford, 
Hal LeRoy. Ann Miller. 

WILDCAT BUS, meller (1940-41 release); associate 

roducer, Gliff Reid; director, Frank Woodruff; script, 

ou Lusty; camera, Jack McKenzie. Cast: Fay Wray, 
Charles Lang, Paul Guilfoyle. 

THEY KNEW WHAT THEY WANTED, comedy- 
drama (1940-41) asso. prod., Erich Pommer; dir., Gar- 
son Kanin; play by Sidney Howard: screen play. Rob- 
ert Ardrey: camera, Harry Stradling. Cast: Charles 
Laughton, Carole Lombard, William Gargon, Frank 


Fay, Harry Carey 
Republic 


Prom-~ Com- Shoot- Now ToBe Scripts 

ised pleted ing Cutting Shot in Work 
Features ... 25 23 0 3 0 
Westerns ... 20 13 1 6 0 6 
BOPIRES . 00s 4 t 1 0 0 0 
Totals ... 49 40 2 9 0 6 


Pictures in cutting rooms or awaiting release: 

THE GIRL FROM GOD’S COUNTRY, meller: 
ducer, Armand Schaefer; director, Sidney Salkow; 
original by Ray Miliholland; screen play, Elizabeth 
Meehan, Robert Lee Johnson and Malcolm Stuart 
Boylan: camera, Jack Marta. Cast: Chester Morris, 
Jane Wyatt, Charles Bickford, Ray Mala, Rosina Galli, 
John Bleifer, Don Zelaya, Ferike Noros, Mamo Clark. 
Jimmy Starr. 

CAROLINA MOON, western with music: 
William Berke; director, Frank McDonald: no writing 
credits; camera, William Noble. Cast: Gene Autry, 
Smiley Burnett, June Storey, Mary Lee. 

CARSON CITY KID, western with music: producer- 
director, Joseph Kane; original screen play, Robert M. 
Yost and Gerald Geraghty: camera, William Nobles. 
Cast: Roy Rogers, George ‘Gabby’ Hayes, Pauline 
Moore, Francis MacDonald. Bob Steele, Noah Beery, 
Jr., Hal Taliafero, Hank Bell, Ted Mates, Chester Gan, 
Jack Kirk. Al Taylor 

ONE MAN’S LAW; producer-director, George Sher- 
man: original screen play, Bennett Cohen and Jack 
Natteford; camera, Reggie Laning. Cast: Don Barry, 
Dub Taylor, Carleton Young. Janet Waldo, Major 
James H. McNamara, George Cleveland. Ed Cobb. Rex 
Lease, Roy Brent. Charles King, William Kellogg, 
Snowflake, Guv Usher. Bob Frazer. 

SING, DANCE, PLENTY HOT. musical (1940-41 re- 
lease); producer, Robert North: director, Lewy Landers: 
script. Bradford Ropes: camera, Ernest Miller. Cast: 
Ruth Terry. Johnny Downs, Elisabeth Risdon. Barbara 
Jo Allen (Vera Vacue). Billy Gilbert, Lester Matthews, 


pro- 


producer, 


mo Merv Lee. Claire Carleton. Cvril Thornton. 


THE RANGER AND THE LADY, western w-:h 
songs; producer-director, Joseph Kane: original. Ber- 
nard McConville: scrint, Stuart Anthony, Gerald 


Geraghty and Val Burton; camera, Reginald Lanning. 
Cast: Roy Rogers. George ‘Gabby’ Hayes, Jacqueline 
Wells, Si Jenks. Henry Brandon, Harry Woods, Ted 
Manes. Noble Johnson. 

TULSA KID, western: producer-director, George 
Shermen: no writing credits: camera. John MacBornie. 
Cast: Don ‘Red’ Barry, Luana Walters, Noah Beery, 
David Durand. 

SHOULD WIVES WORK?. family comedy: producer- 
director, Gus Meins: no writing credits: camera. Jack 
Marta. ast: James, Lucile and Russell Gleason, Harry 
Davenport, Lois Ranson, Tommy Ryan, Eric Blore, Bill 
Brady. 

OKLAHOMA SKIES. western: associate producer, 
Harry Grey: director. Nate Watt: camera, Reggie Lan- 
ning. ast: Bob Livingston, Ravmond Hotton, Duncan 
Renaldo, Florine McKinney. Al Herman, Lasses White, 
William Ruhl}, Harold Daniels, James Seay. 

Republix Pix Now in Production 


KING OF THE ROYAL MOUNTED, serial (1940-41 
release): asso. nrod., H. S. Brown, Jr.: co-dirs., Jock 
En*lish, Wm. Witney: no writing credits: camera, Wm. 
Nobles. Cast: Allan Lane. Herbert Rewlinson. Bob 
Kellard. Lita Conway, Robert Strange, Bryant Wash- 
burn. Harrv Cording. 

RIDE, TENPERFOOT, RIDE, western: vrod.. 
Berke: dir.. Frank MacDonald. Cast: 
Smiley Burnett, June Storey, Mary Lee. 


Wm. 














Gene Auiry, | 


; 20th Century-Fox | 


} 


Prom- Com- Shoot- Now To Be Seripts 
ised pleted ing Cutting Shot in Work 
TORRES ices 52 50 3 12 0 0 


Pictures in cutting rooms or awaiting release: 

STREET OF MEMORIES (1940-41 release), drama; 
producer, Lucien Hubbard; director, Shepard Traube; 
no writing credits released; camera, Charles Clarke. 
Cast: Guy Kibbee, Lynne Roberts, Paul Hurst, John 
McGuire, Hobart Cavanaugh, Ed Gargan. 

GIRL FROM AVENUE A, formerly THE BRAT, 
comedy-drama _ (1940-41 release); producer, Sol M. 
Wurtzel: director, Otto Brower; no writing credits re- | 
leased: camera. George Barnes. Cast: Jane Withers, 
Kent Taylor, Elsie Knox, Katharine Aldridge, Jessie | 
Ralph, Laura Hope Crews, Rand Brooks, Alma Kruger, 
Harry Shannon, 

YOUNG PEOPLE (1940-41 release), drama with music; | 
producer, Harry Joe Brown; director, Allan Dwan; no | 
writing credits released; camera, Arthur Miller. Cast: | 
Shirley Temple, Arleen Whelan, George Montgomery, | 
Charlotte Greenwood, Jack Oakie. 

RAIN OR SHINE (re-make of BAD GIRL) (1940-41 
release); producer, John Stone; director, David Burton; 
no writing credits released; camera, Virgil Miller. Cast: 
Virginia Gilmore, Joan Davis, Robert Sterling, Ed Mc- 
Donald. 

THE BRIDE WORE CRUTCHES, comedy-drama 
(1940-41 release); producer, Lucien Hubbard; director, 
Shepard Traube; no writing credits; camera, Charles 
Clarke. Cast: Ted North, Lynne Roberts, Lionel Stan- 
der, Robert Armstrong, Edgar Kennedy, Richard Lane, 
Edmund MacDonald, Anthony Caruso, Stanley Ridges, 
Harry Tyler, Murray Alper, Lester Scharf. 


ELSA MAXWELL’S PUBLIC DEB NO 1, comedy- 
drama (1940-41 reiease); producer, Gene Markey; di- 
rector, Gregory Ratoff; no writing credits released; 
camera, Ernest Palmer. Cast: George Murphy, Brenda 
Joyce, Mischa Auer, Charlie Ruggles, Elsa Maxwell, 
Ralph Bellamy, Maxie Rosenbloom, Berton Churchill, 
Franklin Pangborn, Lloyd Corrigan. 

PIER 13 (1940-41 release), drama; producer, John 
Stone: director, Eugene Forde; no writing credits re- 
leased; camera, Virgil Miller, Cast: Lynn Bari, Lloyd 
Nolan, Douglas Fowley, Robert Lowery, Joan Valerie, 
Chick Chandler, Oscar O'Shea. 

I MARRIED A NAZI, meller: (1940-41 release), pro- 
ducer, Raymond Griffith: director, Irving Pichel; orig- 
inal mag story, Oscar Schisgall; camera, Peverell Mar- 
ley. Cast: Joan Bennett, William Gargan, Francis 
Lederer, Anna Sten, Johnny Russell. 

CHARLIE CHAN IN THE WAX MUSEUM, meller; 
prods., Ralph Dietrich and Walter Morosco; dir., Lynn 
Shores; no writing credits; camera, Virgil Miller. Cast: 
Sidney Toler, Joan Valerie, Marguerite Chapman, Sen | 
Yung, Mare Lawrence, Hilda Vaughn, Archie Twitchell, | 
Harold Goodwin, Ted Osborn, Eddie Marr, Mike} 
Visaros, Charles Waggenheim. | 

GHOST OF THE CISCO KID, western; prods., Ralph 
Dietrich and Walter Morosco; dir., Otto Brower: no 
writing credits; camera, Edward Cronjager. Cast: 
Cesar Romero, Chris-Pin Martin, Robert Sterling, 
Sheila Ryan, Janet Beecher, Edmund MacDonald, Jac- | 
queline Dalya. | 

THE RETURN OF FRANK JAMES, in Technicolor | 
(1940-41 release) producer, Kenneth Macgowan: direc- | 
tor, Fritz Lang: no writing credits; camera, George | 
Barnes and William Skall. Cast:,. Henry Fonda, An- |} 
drea Leeds, Jackie Cooper, J. Edward Bromberg, Henry | 
Hull. Donald Meek, Eddie Collins, John Carradine, | 

j 





Charles Tannen. Ernest Whitman. 

FOR BEAUTY’S SAKE, comedy-drama (1940-41 re- | 
lease); producer, Lucien Hubbard; director, Shepard | 
Traube; no writing credits; camera, Charles Clarke. 
Cast: Ted North, Marjorie Weaver, Richard Lane, 
Lenita Lane, Ned Sparks, Joan Davis, Pierre Watkin. 

20th-Fox Pix Now in Production 

BRIGHAM YOUNG, drama (1940-41 release) pro-| 
ducer, Kenneth Macgowan; director, Henry Hathaway; | 
screen play, Lamar Trotti: based on story by Louis 
Bromfield; camera, Arthur Miller. Cast: Tyrone Power, 
Linda Darnell, Dean Jagger, John Carradine, Brian | 
Donlevy. Jane Darwell, Jean Rogers, Moroni Olsen, 
Willard Robertson, Mary Astor, Vincent Price. | 

THE GREAT PROFILE, drama (1940-41); asso. prod., 
Raymond Griffith: director, Walter Lang: no writing 
credits; camera, Ernest Palmer. Cast: John Barrymore, 
Mary Beth Hughes, Gregory Ratoff, Anne Baxter, John 
Payne, Willie Fung, Lionel Atwill, Charles Lane. 

DOWN ARGENTINE WAY, musical (1940-41): asso. | 
prod., Harry Joe Brown: dir., Irving Cummings; screen 
play, Darrell Ware, Carl Tunberg: original... Rian James, | 
Ralph Spence; camera, Leon Shamway, Ray Rennahan. | 
Cast: Don Ameche, Betty Grable, Carmen Miranda, 
Charlotte Greenwood, J. Carroll Naish, Leonid Kinsky. 


United Artists 





Prem- Com- Sheot- Now ToBe Scripts 
ised pleted ing Cutting Shot in Work | 
Goldwyn 4 3 0 1 0 0 } 
Selznick 4 2 0 0 2 2 
Wanger . 4 4 0 2 0 0 
Chaplin i 0 0 1 0 0 
Roach 5 i 0 1 0 8 
(Laurel. 
Hardy) 4 2 0 0 2 
Korda ..... 5 I 0 0 4 4 
Ed Small... 4 3 1 2 0 
Lesser- 
Lubitsch.. 3 1 0 0 2 2 ~| 
D. Fairbanks 1 0 0 6 1! 1 
D. L. Loew. 1 6 0 0 1 1 
Totals ... 36 20 1 7 12 1 


Pictures in cutting rooms or awaiting release: 

THE WESTERNER, western drama; producer, Sam- 
uel Goldwyn; director, William Wyler; no writing 
credits released; camera, Gregg Toland. Cast: Gary 
Cooper, Walter Brennan, Fred Stone, Doris Davenport, 
Dana Andrews, Tom Tyler, Virginia Gilmore, Paul 
Hurst, Lupita Tovar, Forrest Tucker, Chill Wills, | 
Charles Halton. 

SOUTH OF PAGO PAGO, formerly PAGO PAGO, 
drama; producer, Edward Small; director, Alfred E. 
Werker; no writing credits released; camera, Russell 


~ 


Harlan Cast: Victor McLaglen, Jon Hall, Frances 
Farmer, Gene Lockhart, Olympe Bradna, Douglas 
Dumbrille, Ben Welden, Abner Biberman, Francis | 
Ford. j 

FOREIGN CORRESPONDENT, drama; _ producer, | 
Walter Wanger:; director, Alfred Hitchcock: screen 


play, Charles Bennett, Joan Harrison; dialog, James 
Hilton; camera, Rudolph Mate. Cast: Joel McCrea. | 


Laraine Day, Herbert Marshall, George Sanders. Al- 
(Continued on page 22) j 


lof alleged Reds in 


| Stantiated, 


; ings. 


82 TAD ES ate ancien CLOTS Oe es 








Continued 





are detailed in an AGVA story in 
the vaudeville section of this issue.] 

It is the first time that the names 
the profession 
have been set forth in Washington. 
Martin Dies threatened to reveal the 


‘identity of alleged radicals in Holly- 


wood some months ago, but has still 
to do so and, although it is fairly 
well known that there are Com- 


/munistic-minded people in the film 


colony, the Dies charges were de- 
rided. 

Members of Equity’s council called 
Communists by lLambertson = are 
Philip Loeb, Sam Jaffe, Hiram S. 
Sherman, Edith Van Cleve, Alan 
Hewitt, Emily Marsh and Leroy 
MacLean. Latter two are of Chorus 
Equity and, while privileged to sit 
in on council meetings cannot vote 


Haddock’s Rebuttal 








Representative William P. Lam- 
bertson, 

110 B Street, N. E., 

Washington, D. C. 

Representative Lambertson: 


I understand that your state- 
ment of yesterday, ‘Hoyt Had- 
dock, a former CIO organizer of 
distinct Communist sympathies,’ 
while wholly untrue, is not a 
libelous statement; and if it were 
libelous, that you, because of 
your Congressional immunity, 
cannot be sued irrespective of 
the complete falsity of your 
statement and the unfair advan- 
tage which you as a Congress- 
man can take by circulating false 
rumors about American citizens. 

For your information, I was 
never a CIO organizer and have 
never been a functionary in any 
CIO union. With regard to the 
second part of your statement, I 
am neither a Communist nor a 
Communist sympathizer, and I 
never have been. 

It is regrettable indeed that in 
America, where democracy is 
now withstanding a tremendous 
onslaught from foreign dictators, 
an official who is charged with 
the duties of upholding our dem- 
ocratic processes takes such 
cowardly advantage of any citi- 
zen by attempting to besmirch 
his character. 

Since your statement is wholly 
unsupported in fact, it is indeed 
puzzling to understand how a 
man in your position can utter 
such untruths. If you are an 
American, and if you belief in 
democracy, you will publicly 
state that your statements are in- 
correct. If, on the other hand, 
you remain silent, you will have 
demonstrated that in this in- 
stance you have little respect for 
the truth. 


Hoyt S. Haddock, 
National Executive 


(AGVA). 


Secretary 














on any proposals except those con- 
cerning the chorus. 

Dissenters in Equity are referred 
to as ‘a vociferous minority.” Vhere 
are 54 people on the council, so that 
even though the charges were sub- 
the group named 
not control Equity and none are in 


| the ‘high position’ referred to by the 


congressman. From the responses 
by those named it would seem that 


| they are ‘parlor pinks’ rather than 
Reds. 


2 Nixed Finn Benefits 


Definitely known that when the 


|}matter of the Finnish benefits came 


up in Equity’s council, there were | 
| only two dissenting votes. One of 


| the nays was asked point blank after 
a Communist. | 
| He denied it, saying he is a liberal. 


the meeting if he is 
but not a Red. 

The Theatre Arts Committee, 
clearly a radical group, was against 
the benefits, feeling such aid was 
against the Soviet. TAC picketed 
the benefits and issued some violent 
literature. The Group Theatre is also 
supposed to be distinctly radical and 
its people are also of TAC. 

Equity itself went on record last 
spring as being opposed to TAC. It 
even forbid its members from be- 
longing to it, or to attend its meet- 
There was some doubt of 
Equity’s right to issue such orders, 


| but they still stand. As yet charges 


have not been filed against mem- 

bers for TAC activities, but that 

may follow the Lambertson charges, 
Loeb, Jaffe, Heller Answers 
Loeb, who headed the former 


Actors Forum, a militant minority 


in Equity and one of its most active 
councillors, said that the day that 
Congress restores the Federal Thea- 
tre Project (relief) 


‘I will resign ' 


Lytell Welcomes Probe 


from page 3 





‘from the council of Equity. I fee! 
| that I am as good an American as 
| Congressman Lambertson, at least 
'but I will make that swap because I 
do not believe that the bread and 
butter of hungry people should be 
| the football of bigotry.’ 

Jaffee said there is no truth in 
|the charges and demands proof of 
| Lambertson’s accusations—I am 
|!very curious to know what he will 
‘offer as proof.’ Miss Van Cleve was 
| curious, too, as to where the lezgis- 
lator got his erroneous, libelous in- 
| formation—I demand proof or pub- 
|lic retraction, as I feel that this 
accusation not only severely impairs 
‘my professional and personal in- 
'tegrity, but is an outrage to my be- 
lief in and loyalty to my country.’ 

George Heller, formerly of 
| Equity’s council and now assistant 
executive secretary of the American 
| Federation of Radio Artists, stated 
{that Lambertson was misinformed— 
‘I am not now and never was a 
Communist.’ Heller also said he did 
not belong to TAC, nor was with the 
Group Theatre, although he was of 
the former Actors Forum. He fig- 
ures someone with a grudge is re- 
sponsible for his inclusion in the 
charges. Heller, too, feels he has 
been libelled, but the Congressional 
record is privileged and no action 
can be taken against congressmen or 
senators for their remarks printed 
therein. 

Lambertson went on record to ex- 
plain why relief for the theatre had 
|; been again knocked out of the ap- 
propriations bill. He charged that 
‘Communists are occupying high 
places in a profession which Con- 
gress would undoubtedly be glad to 
|help, if we had the means to weed 
them out. There will be no WPA 
theatre projeet as long as this con- 
dition is allowed to exist.’ 

He stated that the FTP was killed 
last year largely because of a ‘seri- 
ous penetration’ by Communists and 
that it had been assumed that the 
' profession would ‘undertake a house- 
| cleaning.” He added that ‘there has 
been a growing rather than a dimin- 
ishing trend of Communistic influ- 
ence in the theatre.’ Citing the elec- 

tion of Jaffee over Tallulah Bankhead 
to the council, Lambertson charged 
that ‘the voting power of Equity is 
now in the hands of Communists 
‘and fellow travelers in the New 
| York City area.’ 

There were many ructions in the 
| WPA relief theatre and most of the 
trouble was attributed to radicals, 
but few were identified as belong- 
ing to Equity or other actor-artist 
unions, 





| Scribe Sues on Pact 





Los Angeles, July ® 
Suit for $11,800 was filed in Su- 
perior court by Kurt Siodnak, screen 
writer, against Commodore Pictures, 


Inc., and its successor, Samuel Brone 
ston Productions, which in turn bee 
came merged with Globe Produce 


tions, headed by James Roosevelt 

Siodnak charges he entered a one- 
vear writing contract in January, 
1939, at $1,000 a month, but that the 
payments ceased after he had re- 
ceived $200. 


could | 





| 
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Korda’s ‘Bethel’ 


Continued from page 1 
ices aS a writer, player or both in 
ithe film version, and the author 
would probably similarly participate 
in the legiter. 
Next on Korda’s film 


card is 


‘Woman Hunt’ with Vivien Leig) 
Following that he will do ‘Lady 

the Dark’ with Merle Oberon and 
then ‘Jungle Boy’ with Sabu. After 


that it will either be ‘Merriday’ or 
‘The Conquerer.’ Some exteric! 
| Shots on the latter will be made in 
Mexico, but otherwise all the films 
will be produced in Hollywood. Re- 
ports that the English producer 
would work in Canada are termed 
| entirely untrue by his New York of- 
| fice. 

| Korda is now on the Coast work- 
| ing on the scoring of ‘Thief of Bag- 
dad’ with Miklos Rozsa, composer 
who worked for him in London and 
| whom he recently brought to this 
| country as a permanent member of 
his staff. ‘Bagdad’ goes into the 
Music Hall, N. Y., in the early fall. 

| Morris Helprin, Korda’s assistant 
| in charge of production, is presently 
|in New York setting sales, exploita- 
| tion and publicity work on ‘Bagdad.” 
He'll return to the Coast in a couple 
|of weeks to begin ‘Woman Hunt.’ 
| Korda will be in New York shortly 
| and expects to return to England in 
about two months, 












































Wedne 


sday, July 10, 1940 


VARIETY 


‘t 


PICTURES 





_ FILM BOOKING CHART 


Inside Stuff—Pictures 
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WEEK Rev. 
OF in TITLE AND COMPANY TYPE TALENT R.T. 
RELEASE Var. 
5/10 /4 5/8 OPENED BY MISTAKE (Par) CD C. Ruggles-J, Logan-R, Paige 65 
ss 4/3 BEYOND TOMORROW (RKO) CDC. Winninger-C. A. Smith-B. Barnes 84 
6/12 THE CROOKED ROAD (Rep) ME. Lowe-l. Hervey-H. Wilcoxon 62 
5/1 I WAS AN ADVENTURESS (20th) D Zorina-R. Greene-E. von Stroheim 80 
5/22 SKI PATROL (U) DL, Desti-P. Dorn-K. Adams 64 
5/22 EDISON, THE MAN (M-G) D_ S. Tracy-R. Johnson-L, Overman 104 
5/15 GAUCHO SERENADE (Rep) WG. Autry-S. Burnette 66 
COWBOY FROM SUNDOWN (Mono) W iT. Ritter-R. Ates-P. Haddon 
4/10 SATURDAY’S CHILDREN (WB) D_ 4J. Garfield-A. Shirley 97 
5/17/40 6/12 BABIES FOR SALE (Col) C G, Ford-R. Hudson 65 
‘ f 4/24 TWO GIRLS ON BROADWAY (M-G) CD OL. Turner-J. Blondell-G. Murphy 72 
5/15 WATERLOO BRIDGE (M-G) D_ Rz«z Taylor-V. Leigh-V. Field 103 
5/1 TYPHOON (Par) RD PD. Lamour-R., Preston-L. Overman 70 
5/1 MY FAVORITE WIFE (RKO) RD L. Dunne-C. Grant-R. Scott 88 
6/12 ON THEIR OWN (20th) Cc S. Byington-K, Howell-G, Ernest 65 
5/8 TURNABOUT (UA) D £4J. Hubbard-A. Menjou-C. Landis 81 
6/5 ISLAND OF DOOMED MEN (Col) M O*PP-. “orre-R. Hudson-C, Middleton 68 
KID FROM SANTA FE ( dono) W = Jack Randall-C. Curtis-™. Rochelle 
5/22 GANGS OF CHICAGO (Rep) ML, Nolan-L, Lane 66 
5/15 ALIAS THE DEACON (U) CB. Burns-M. Auer-P. Moran 73 
5/15 FLIGHT ANGELS (WB) M  V.«. Bruce-R. Bellamy-W. Morris 1% 
5 ‘24/40 3/27 TEXAS STAGECOACH (Cel) Ww C. Starrett-L. Meredith 59 
’ . 6/26 ON THE SPOT (Mono) M sCF.. Darro-M. Kernman 62 
4/10 THE BISCUIT EATER (Par) CD OB. Lee-C. Hickman-H. Millard 82 
5/29 YOU CAN’T FOOL YOUR WIFE (RKO) CD _ UL. Ball-J. Ellison-E, Dunn 65 
7/3 ROCKY MOUNTAIN RANGERS (Rep) W_ iR.«. Livingston-R. Hatton-D. Renaldo 55 
5/22 LILLIAN RUSSELL (20th) RD_ A. Faye-D. Ameche-H, Fonda 127 
5/15 OUR TOWN (UA) D  W. Holden-M. Scott-F. Bainter 90 
5/8 TORRID ZONE (WB) CD J. Cagney-A. Sheridan 87 
5 31/40 | 6/12 LONE WOLF MEETS LADY (Col) M W. William-J. Muir-E, Blore 62 
: ‘ 5/29 THE PHANTOM RAIDERS (M-G) CD W. Pidgeon-F. Rice-J. Schildkraut 70 
| 5/22 THOSE WERE THE DAYS (Par) Cc W. Holden-E, Stone-B. Granville 70 
3/13. BILL OF DIVORCEMENT (RKO) D Mz. O’Hara-A. Menjou-F. Bainter 70 
| 6/19 GIRL IN 313 (20th) RD F. Rice-K. Taylor-J. Valerie 56 
6/12 LA CONGA NIGHTS (U) CDH. Herbert-C. Moore-D. O’Keefe 60 
| 6/12 BAD MAN FROM RED BUTTE (U) Ww é=4J.M. Brown-B. Baker-F. Knight 538 
7/10 MURDER IN THE AIR (WB) M~ R. Reagn-L. Lys 55 
6 ‘7/40 6/19 PASSPORT TO ALCATRAZ (Col) M J. Holt-C. Callejo-M. Rosenbloom 60 
7 6/5 SUSAN AND GOD (M-G) C J. Crawford-F. March-R. Hayworth 115 
5/22 HIDDEN GOLD (Par) WwW. Boyd-R. Hayden-B. Wood 61 
6/26 WAGONS WESTWARD (Rep) Ww C. Morris-A. Louise-B, Jones 70 
4 24 SAINT TAKES OVER (RKO) M G. Sanders-W. Barrie 68 
65 EARTHBOUND (20th) D W. Baxter-A. Leeds-L. Bari 67 
NO EXIT (U) D W. Ford-K. Adams 
| 5/29 BROTHER ORCHID (WB) CDE. G. RobinsonA. Sothern 88 
6/14/40 | GIRLS OF THE ROAD (Col) D A. DvOrak-L. Lane-H, Mack 
' 6/12 THE MORTAL STORM (M-G) M M, Sullavan-J. Stewart-F. Morgan 100 
. 5/22 SAFARI (Par) RD M. Carroll-D. Fairbanks, Jr. 82 
7/3 GRAND OLD OPRY (Rep) C Weaver Bros.-Elviry-L. Ranson 68 
CARSON CITY KID (Rep) w R. Rogers-G. Hayes-B. Steele 
| 6/26 TOM BROWN’S SCHOOL DAYS (RKO) D J. Lydon-F. Bartholomew 88 
5/29 FOUR SONS (20th) D OD. Ameche-M. B. Hughes-A. Curtis 88 
5/22 SANDY IS A LADY (U) D Baby Sandy-M. Auer-N. Grey 62 
| 7/10 FUGITIVE FROM JUSTICE (WB) M sR«z Pryor-L. Fairbanks 54 
6/26 PRAIRIE LAW (RKO) WG. O'Brien-V. Vale-D. Hogan 59 
6/21/40 | 6/26 THE CAPTAIN IS A LADY (M-G) cD V. Grey-B. Burke-C. Coburn 63 
6/12 THE GHOST BREAKERS (Par) Cc B. Hope-P. Goddard-R. Carlson 83 
| 6/19 POP ALWAYS PAYS (RKO) CL, Errol-D. O’Keefe-A. Pearce 65 
j 5/8 CHAN’S MURDER CRUISE (20th) M _sS. Toler-M. Weaver-L. Atwill 70 
I CAN’T GIVE YOU ANYTHING BUT 
| LOVE, BABY (U) D J. Downs-P. Moran-B. Crawford 
GAMBLING ON HIGH SEAS (WB) DW. Morris-J. Wyman 
6 /28 ‘40 | BLONDIE BEWARE (Col) Cc P. Singleton-A. Lake-L. Sims 
7/10 RETURN OF WILD BILL (Col) w B. Elliott-I. Meredith-L, Walters 60 
| 7/10 ONE MAN’S LAW (Rep) Ws iT. Barry-J. Waldo-G,. Cleveland 57 
6/19 NEW MOON (M-G) MU J. MacDonald-N. Eddy-M. Boland 105 
7/3 QUEEN OF THE MOB (Par) M R. Bellamy-W. Henry-J. Cagney 60 
| 6/19 ANNE OF WINDY POPLARS (RKO) D A. Shirley-J. Ellison-P. Knowles 85 
9/29 LUCKY CISCO KID (20th) RD C. Romero-M. B. Hughes-E. Venable 67 
7/5/40 7/10 OUT WEST WITH PEPPERS (Col) Cc E. Fellowes-D. Peterson 63 
as 7/3 ANDY HARDY MEETS DEBUTANTE (M-G) C M. Rooney-L. Stone-J. Garland 87 
GOLDEN TRAIL (Mono) w yf Ritter-I. Guest 
| 5/29 WAY OF ALL FLESH (Par) D A. Tamiroff-G, George-W. Henry 82 
6/26 DR. CHRISTIAN MEETS WOMEN (RKO) CD J. Hersholt-E. Kennedy-D. Lovett 65 
7/3 SAILOR’S LADY (20th) CD ON. Kelly-J. Hall-J. Davis 67 
6/12 PRIVATE AFFAIRS (U) CD H. Herbert-N. Kelly-R. Young 75 
| 7/3 MAN WHO TALKED TOO MUCH (WB) D G. Brent-V. Bruce-B. Marshall 716 
7/10 SPORTING BLOOD (M-G) DL. Stone-R. Young-W. Gargan 81 
7/12/40 | 7/10 STAGE COACH WAR (Par) WwW. Boyd-R. Hayden-B. Wood 61 
7/10 SCATTERBRAIN (Rep) Cc J. Canova-A. Mowbray-R. Donnelly 70 
| 6/5 MANHATTAN HEARTBEAT (20th) CDR, Sterling-V. Gilmore-J. Davis 71 
| BLACK DIAMONDS (U) M_ R. Arlen-A. Devine 
| 626 MY LOVE CAME BACK (WB) RD 0. de Haviland-E. Albert-J. Wyman 81 
| 6/12 ALL THIS AND HEAVEN, TOO (WB) RD C, Boyer-B. Davis 140 
| MILITARY ACADEMY (Col) D T. Kelly-B. Jordan 
7/19/40 | HAUNTED HOUSE (Mono) M M.M. Jones-J, Moran 
WE WHO ARE YOUNG (M-G} cD L. Turner-J. Shelton-G. Lockhart 
CAROLINA MOON (Rep) w G. Autry-S. Burnette-J. Storey 
6 26 CROSS COUNTRY ROMANCE (RKO) RD G. Raymond-W. Barrie 66 
1/3 MARYLAND (20th) RD Ww. Brennan-F. Bainter-B. Joyce 99 
| ARIZONA CYCLONE (U) w  J.M. Brown-F. Knight-B. Baker 
LADIES MUST LIVE (WB) ©  W. Morris-R. Lane 
y $ SERVANT (Col) Cc P. Singleton-A. Lake 
2, 26/40 7/10 BLONDE LP PREJUDICE (M-G RD G. Garson-L. Olivier-M. Boland 117 
BOYS OF THE CITY (Mono) M East Side Kids _ b 
6/26 UNTAMED (Par) RD R. Milland-P. Morison-A. Tamirof 82 
STAGE TO CHINO (RKO) ws OG. O’Brien-V. Vale * 
MILLIONAIRES IN PRISON (RKO) M L, Tracy-L. Hayes-V. Vale $3 
YOU'RE NOT SO TOUGH (U) M Dead End Kids—N. Grey 72 
‘2 / I JESTION (Col Cc B. Aherne-R. Hayworth-G. Ford 
8/2/40 eT here ausvas mass M_ R. Denning-J. Cagney-R. Paige 
STRANGER ON THIRD FLOOR (RKO) DP. Lorre-J. McGuire-M. Talltchet 
THE GREAT PROFILE (20th) C J. Barrymore-M. B. Hughes 
THE MAN I MARRIED (20th) RD J. Bennett-F. Lederer 
MODERN MONTE CRISTO (U) D V.McLaglen-A. Nagle . 
7/10 THEY DRIVE BY NIGHT (WB) MG. Raft-A. Sheridan 8 
'g/ : SEC SEVEN (Col) MOAB. Bennett-F. Bright 
. 8 40 BOOM TOWN <M_G-M) D  C. Gable-S. Tracy-C. Colbert 
SHADOWS OVER CHINATOWN (Mono) MB. Kariloff-M. Reyn®lds 
CHAMBER OF HORRORS (Mono?) M L. Banks-L. Palmer-G. Malo 
QUEEN OF DESTINY (RKO) RD A. Neagle-A. Walbrook 
710 STREET OF MEMORIES (20th) RD J. McGuire-L. Roberts ii 
BOYS FROM SYRACUSE (U) MU A. Jones-M. Raye-J. Penner 
RIVER’S END (WB) M D. Morgan-E, Earl-V, Jory 























R. T.—Running Time 


organized in that city to plug ‘Our Town’ and ‘Susan and God,’ and biz 
offices of three papers promptly disorganized, is that it brought a lot of 
favorable comment from recipients of the Circle’s first—and only—letter. 
Joe Feldman, advertising director for WB in Pittsburgh, received a num- 
ber of thank-you letters from those who were contacted, most of them 


| expressing their appreciation at being informed of worthwhile attractions 


and hoping they would be included on the permanent mailing list. Couple 
of them, however, were somewhat skeptical. One guy sent back his letter 


| with his notation: ‘A critic’s smile is like a street walker’s; it can be 














| John Doe’ at Warners and the second 
is in Metro’s ‘Flight Command.’ j 


heat of ‘Arizona’ to two cooler jobs | 
waiting for 


bought.’ 

Biz cepartments of Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, Press and Sun-Telegraph 
told their critics there. would be no more of that, claiming that expendi- 
tures for direct-mail stuff could have been used for paid advertising and 
that they (the reviewers) were peddling their opinions free of charge 
when deaders sould be spending 3c for them. 


Major film company foreign departments received a vast quantity of 
mail last week from France, first really substantial batch of communica- 
tions in nearly a month. Officials stated that most of mail was dated be- 
fore the occupation of Paris and indicates normal communication and civil 
life have been restored in France in recent weeks. 

Few American companies have decided thus far, however, where the 
headquarters for France and European operations will be permanently es- 


tablished. Bulk of distribs now are in Lisbon though a few have offices 
also in Bordeaux, 


Present officers of Paramount were unanimously reelected last Wednes- 
day (3) at a special meeting of the board of directors. They are: 

Barney Balaban, president; Adolph Zukor, chairman of board; Stanton 
Griffis, chairman of executive committee; vice-presidents, Y. Frank Free- 
man, Austin C. Keough, Neil F. Agnew, John W. Hicks, Jr., George L. 
Bagnall; Walter B. Cokell, treasurer; Fred Mohrhardt, comptroller; Aus- 
tin C. Keough, secretary; Norman Collyer, Jacob H. Karp, Frank Meyer, 
assistant secretaries. 





Howard Hughes of Houston and Hollywood couldn't attend the Allied 
Relief ball staged Thursday night (4) at the Coliseum, Houston, but, want- 
ing a part in the home-town celebrations, he chartered a plane and sent 
seven filmers as his guests to the dance. Some 10,000 Houstonians turned 
out to welcome Tyrone Power, Henry Fonda, James Stewart, Olivia de 
Haviland, Nancy Kelly, Richard Greene and Mischa Auer, and to applaud 


oe Dies and his speech on ‘fifth columnist’ activities, which preceded 
the ball, 





Amazing results obtained by television in covering the Republican con- 
vention at Philadelphia last week (first time a national political confab 
had been televized) aroused fresh fears in the picture industry over the 
actual threat sight-and-sound broadcasting holds for the trade in the 
future. That a vast gathering could be reproduced a distance of more 
than 95 miles with real fidelity has made a deep impression among top 
ranking picture officials. 


The Northwest’s farm income to May 1 this year totals $363,406,000, hav- 
ing rolled in at the rate of $3,003,355 a day, a gain of 31% or $86,343,000 
over the corresponding 1939 period, thus boding well for the theatre and 
other businesses, Minneapolis exchange heads point out. 

Income is derived from the sale of grains, other crops and livestock. 
Largest increases have been in Minnesota and North and South Dakota. 


_Recent difficulty in getting regular issues of some Paris film fan maga- 
zines reveals that Stockholm now is printing a semi-comical, film mag 
likely to cover any void from France. Many U. S. majors supply ‘art’ stills 


for the publication even though spotted in the same magazine with con- 
tinental nudies, 
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Hieat off Toomey 


Hollywood July 9. | 
Regis Toomey climbs out of the | 
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opcorn Odors in Theatres Cause 


Milwaukee Bldg. Dept.’s Crackdown 


ee 


Milwaukee, July 9. 

Drastic orders from Building In- 
spector Leon M. Gurda to clear all 
theatre lobbies of every possible kind 
of obstruction, in accordance with a| 
law that heretofore has been largely 
ignored, has the managers all riled, 
and theatre licenses, due for renewal 
on July 1, are being held up pending 
settlement of the dispute. 

First, candy machines were in- 
stalled in lobbies to add to the in- 
take. Then came cigaret machines. 
Then popcorn machines. After that | 
in some houses came soft drink bars, 
and officials claim the next step may | 
have been hot dog stands and ham- 
burger joints. It was too much. | 
Patrons began to squawk that the 
atmosphere of the houses was con- | 
iaminated by the odor of popping | 
corn and melting butter, the aroma | 
of varied spilled drinks, the smelly | 
crunch of peanut shells and a haze of 
drifting cigaret smoke. Neighbor- 
hood merchants, too, complained. 

The building inspector made 
thorovgh survey of all houses, then 
issued an order that all lobbies must 
be cleared of the vending machines, | 
refreshment stands and even chairs 
or settees. The Violet theatre, nabe, 
was closed because of bad ventilation 
and other infractions of the building 
code. 

Managers demanded an audience | 
with the building inspector to pro- 
test against the drastic new regula- | 
tions, and got it. He read the law | 
to them, and said it was going to be | 
enforced. When they wanted to know | 
what houses were violating the code 


™ 


he said practically all of them, then | 


produced from a drawer in his desk | 
a batch of blue prints and measure- 
ments of every theatre lobby in 
town, with information attached. 
Theatre ops were stumped. 

Then they cried about business 
and how they needed every nickel, 
and Gurda became sympathetic to 
the extent that he said he would 
order a re-inspection of all houses, 
but he warned them not to be too 
optimistic as to the outcome. 

In the meantime the theatres are 
running sans licenses. 


Soft Drinks Mean 
Plenty of Hard Cash 
To M’waukee Exhibs 


Milwaukee, July 9. 


Notwithstanding squawks against | following week, the two sides of| 


theatres interrupting dual picture 


programs with an intermission dur- | 


ing which soft drinks are sold, Fox 
Wisconsin Theatres, Inc., has found 
the practice so profitable that court 


action has been instituted to prevent | Thus all would be getting the same| p, 


the city stopping it. 

Soft-drink selling started with 
‘Gone With the Wind, and brought 
in such surprising returns that it 
was immediately spread to other 
Fox houses. Some patrons welcomed 
the intermission that gave them a 


chance to stretch their legs and rest 
their eves between features * ~ gaz- 
ing upon the attractively wm med 


femme vendors parading the aisles 
Complaints that reached newspapers 
focused attention upon the innova- 
tion to such an extent that the city 
brought action in district court 
against George H. Brown, the Fox 
purchasing agent, who also is listed 
as property manager, charging him 
as representative of the theatre chain 
with selling soft drinks without a 
license. 

The Fox group applied for a soft 
drink license, but was turned down, 
and upon this refusal the theatre ops 
started an action in Circuit court 
last Wednesday (3) to compel the 
city to issue the desired permit. 

Judge John C. Kleczka granted a 
temporary order restraining the city 
from arresting the theatre managers 


for sale of soft drinks without a li- | 


cense, and has ordered the city of 
Milwaukee to show cause in his 
court why it should not issue the li- 
cense applied for, 


Col. Drops ‘Peppers’ 


Hollywood, July 9. 

Edith Fellows checks off the Co- 
Jumbia lot at the expiration of her 
contract July 31. Studio is dropping 
the ‘Five Littie Peppers’ series in 
which she has been starring. 

Last of the group is ‘Five Little 
Peppers in Trouble,’ recently com- 
pleted. 


| dad’ and simultaneous plugs wil) be | 


'stratoliner in Chicago sometime this | 4 
> ™ | Cabot, Leo Carrillo, Vivienne Osborne, Miles Mander, 


| 


Korda-TWA Tieyp 


Hollywood, July 9. | 

Nationwide tieup has been made | 
by Alexander Korda with TWA to | 
exploit title, ‘the flying carpet,’ 
name of TWA’s stratoliner. ‘Carpet’ 
is substitle in Korda’s ‘Thief of Bag- | 








issued for both picture and the new | 
air service. 

Sabu and June Duprez, who head | 
cast of ‘Bagdad,’ will christen a new | 


month. 


Detroit Split 


East, West May 
Solve Zoning 


Detroit, July 9. 
Splitting the city into East Side} 
and West Side on second and key 


| runs is being worked out here with | 
} 


provisions being made for the heavy 
new theatre construction, one of the 
factors productive of the new plan. 

Still not complete, the new zoning | 
and clearance plan is being prepared | 
by Frank J. Downey, Metro manager | 
here, and presented after a year of | 
study to United Detroit Theatres, 
Co-operative Theaters and other ex- | 
hibitors. At the moment they seem 
to favor the idea, but figure there 
vill be rough spots in the theory 





| which will have to be unkinked as | 


they go along. It may not be adopted 
in time for the new season contracts 
but they are willing to give it a try. | 

Major theatre construction § has 
been unusually heavy in Detroit, | 
which forced some plan similar to 
Downey's to emerge. 

The fundamental idea is to take 
care of the expanding number of| 
key runs caused by all the new| 
houses by splitting the city down | 
the middle—population is 
evenly divided on both sides of 
| Woodward Avenue, the main stem. 
| Second runs on the East Side would 
| take on a picture and play day-and- 
| date, while second runs on the West 
Side would take a different attrac- 
tion and play day-and-date. The 


| town would make their switch. 

| Key runs would follow the second- 
|runs a week after the same picture 
| had played their side of town, thus 
continuing the switchover procedure. 


protection. The plan would be car- 
ried out into all following runs. 

It would divide Detroit into two 
booking areas, playing alternate 
weeks. Metro plans to follow this 
schedule in selling its product here. 
Other exchanges are expected to 
chime in on the handy device, facili- 
tating handling, but any one can fol- 
low it and sell alone on the 
basis. 


Church Bingo’s OK In 
Detroit Inspires Money 
Giveaways in Theatres 


Detroit, July 9 

W ith 
trenched here that no more moves 
by police to oust it have come along 
| during the past season, cash quiz 
games are beginning to creep back 
into the theatres. Questo Quiz, with 


cash giveaways, has tieup with two | 
(Asso- | 


| houses 


| . 
| Ciated ) 


here, the Wy: 
and the 
| Schreiber). 


naotte 
Colonial (Ray 
| While pinball games got the nix 
by the Council and were taken out 
of all places in June, and juke-boxes 
narrowly escapeddhrough a reprieve 


by Mayor Edward Jeffries, the bingo | 


parties—some parishes have worked 

| up to two weekly—have been rolling 
jalong stronger than ever. Crowds 
i of better than 1,500, with turnaways, 
made the double-header games a 
sure thing for the churches. 

In the face of the public support 
of bingo, the picture houses are edg- 
ing back into cash games against ter- 
| rific competition—$150 cash prizes 
for one game and three or four $50s, 
not to mention the numerous $20s. 


. But, on the other side, they figure 


about Hurst 


new } 


church bingo so strongly in- | 


Advanee Production Chart 


| 


bert Basserman, Robert Benchley, Eduardo Ciannelli, | 


(Continued from page 20) 


Edmund Gwenn. 

THE LONG VOYAGE HOME, sea drama: producer, 
the Argosy Corp. (Walter Wanger-John Ford); director, 
John Ford: screen play, Dudley Nichols suggested by 
four one-act plays by Eugene O'Neill; camera, Gregg 
Toland. Cast: John Wayne, Thomas Mitchell, Ian 
Hunter, Barry Fitzgerald, John Qualen, Arthur Shields, 
Joseph Sawyer, Ward Bond, Wilfrid Lawson, J, M. 
Kerrigan, Jack Pennick, Harry Tenbrook, Rafialo Ot- 
tiano, Constantine Romanoff, Carmen Morales. 

UNTITLED COMEDY; production, direction, screen 
play, Charles Chaplin; camera, Kar] Struss and Rollie 
Totheroh. Cast: Charles Chaplin, Paulette Goddard, 
Henry Daniell, Emma Dunn, Maurice Moscovitch, Max 
Davidson, Nellie V. Nichols, Esther Nichelson. 

CAPTAIN CAUTION, drama; producer, Hal Roach; 
director, Richard Wallace; screen play, Grover Jones, 
based on the Kenneth Roberts novel; camera, Norbert 
Brodine. Cast: Victor Mature, Louise Platt, Bruce 


Robert Barratt, El Brendel, Andrew Tombes, Roscoe 
Ates. 

KIT CARSON, western: producer, Edward Small; 
director, George Seitz; original screen play, George 
Bruce; camera, Jack Mescall. Cast: Jon Hall, Dana 
Andrews, Lynn Bari, Ward Bond, Harold Huber. Renie 
Riano, Clayton Moore, Raymond Hatton, Charles 


Stevens, Rowena Cook, Harry Strang, Blaney Harris, | 


Al Kikume. 
UA Pix Now in Production 


drama | 





THE SON OF MONTE CRISTO, costume 
| (1940-41 release); producer, Edward Small; director, | 


Rowland V. Lee: script, George Bruce, from Alexandre | 


Dumas novel; camera, Guy 
ward Ward. Cast: Louis 


Robinson; music by Ed- 
Hayward, Joan 


joeree Sanders, Florence Bates. 


Universal 





Bennett, | 


(1940-41) 
Prom- Com- Shoot- Now ToBe Scripts 
ised pleted ing Cutting Shot in Work | 
Features . 40 0 .4 4 33 33 
Arlen-Devine 
Actions 7 6 0 0 7 7 
Westerns . 7 0 1 0 6 & 
Serials ..... 4 0 0 2 2 2 
Frank Lleyd 3 6 0 0 3 3 
Totais ... 61 0 5 6 51 51 


Pictures in cuiting rooms or awaiting release: 

WINNERS OF THE WEST (1940-41 serial): producer, 
Henry MacRae; directors, Ford Beebe, Ray Taylor; 
original screen play, Charles R. Condon, George H. 
Plympton, and Basil Dickey; camera, Jerry Ash. Cast: 
Dick Foran, Anne Nagel, James Craig. Tom Fadden, 
William Desmond, Harry Woods, Ed Keane, Charles 
Stevens, Charles Morrison, Edgar Edwards, Edmund 
Cobb, Roy Barcroft, Bill Hunter, Slim Whitaker, Rob- 
ert Long, Grace Cunard, Ed Cassidy, Trevor Bardette, 


| Jim Farley, Vyola Vonn. 


SOUTH TO KARANGA, meller; assoc. producer, 
Marshall Grant; director, Harold Schuster; original 


screen play, Edmund L. Hartmann, Stanley Rubin; | 
camera, Jerry Ash. Cast: Charles Bickford, Dick Foran, | 
Luli Deste, John Sutton, Maurice Moscovitch, Paul 


. Abner Biberman, Ben Carter, Frank Reicher. 
WHEN THE DALTONS RODE, meller (1940-41 re- 
lease; no producer credit; director, George Marshall: 
| script, Lester Cole and Stuart Anthony; from book by 
| Emmett Dalton; camera, Hal Mohr. Cast: Kay Francis, 
Randolph Scott, Brian Donlevy, George Bancroft. Rob- 


jert Stack, Andy Devine, Broderick Crawford. Stuart 


Erwin, Frank Albertson, Mary Gordon, Dorothy 
Grainger. : 
MARGIE, drama (1940-41 release ); associate pro- 


| ducer, Joseph G. Sanford: co-directors, Otis Garrett and 

Paul Gerard Smith; original and script, Scott Darling 
|}and Erna Lazarus: camera. Stanley Cortez. Cast: Tom 
| Brown, Nan Grey, Joy Hodges, Mischa Auer, Edgar 
| Kennedy, Allen Jenkins, Eddie Quillan, Richard Lane. 
JUNIOR G-MEN, serial (1940-41 release): associate 
| John Rawlins: original screen play, George H. Plymp- 
| ton, Basil Dickey and Rex Taylor: camera. Jerome Ash. 
| Cast: Billy Halop, Huntz Hall, Gabriel Dell, Bernard 
| Punsley. 

THE MUMMY’S HAND, meller (1940-41 release): 
| producer. Ben Pivar; director, Christy Cabanne: orig- 
|inal by Griffin Jay; script, Griffin Jay and Maxwell 
| Shane; camera, Elwood Bredell. Cast: Dick Foran 
| Peggy Moran, Wallace Ford, Cecil Kellaway. George 
Zucco, Charles Trowbridge, Tom Tyler, Siegfried Arno. 
Universal Pix Now in Production 
| SPRING PARADE, drama with music: producer. Joe 

Pasternak; director, Henry Koster: original, Ernst 
Marishka; script, Bruce Manning, Felix Jackson: cam- 
}era, Joseph Valentine. Cast: Deanna Durbin, Robert 
| Cummings, Mischa Auer, Henry Stephenson, Butch and 
Buddy, Anne Gwynne, S. E. Sakall. 

ARGENTINE NIGHTS, comedy (tentative title) 
(1940-41 release): associate producer, Ken Goldsmith; 
director, Albert S. Rogell: story and script. Arthur T. 
Horman, Sid Kuller and Ray Golden: camera. Elwood 
Bredell. Cast: Ritz Bros., Andrews Sisters. Constance 
Moocre. 

A LITTLE BIT OF HEAVEN, comedy (1940-41 re- 
lease); producer, Joe Pasternak: director. Andrew Mar- 
| ton: original story. Grover Jones; script, Jone, Daniel 
| Tarada: h, Harold Goldman; camera, John Seitz. Cast: 
|Gloria Jean, Robert Stack. Nan Grey, Hugh Herbert, 


j 


C. Aubrey Smith. Billy Gilbert, Butch and Buddy 
Nana Bryant, Frank Jenks. si — 
RAGTIME COWBOY JOE. western: asso. prod.. 


Joseph Sanford: dir., Ray Taylor; no writing 
camera, Jerry Ash. Cast: Johnny Mack Brown. Fuzzy 


they can put up an_ important | 
;}squawk and a good legal tussle if 
attempts are made to end their cash 
games while bingo is widespread in 


credits: 


‘oducer, Henry MacRae; co-directors, Ford Beebe and | 


Publicists to Co-op | 


Knight, Nell O'Day, Harry Ten Brook, Dick Custer, 
Marilyn Merrick, Walt Soderling, Harold Goodwin, 
Wilfred Lucas. 

WIRED WIFE (1939-40 release): asso. prod.. Glenn 
Tryon; dir. William Seiter; script, Richard Connell and 
Gladys Lehman; orig., George Beck; camera, Milton 
Krasner. Cast: Rosalind Russell, Brian Aherne, Vir- 
ginia Bruce, Robert Benchley, Richard Lane, Hobart 
Cavanaugh. 


Warners 


(1940-41) 


Prom- Com- Shoot- Now To Be Scripis 

ised pleted ing Cutting Shot in Work 
Studie ..... 48 0 3 il 39 0 
Capra-Riskin 1 c 1 0 8 t 
=e 1 6 0 _ 6 1 0 
Totals ... 50 0 4 il 40 0 


Pictures in cutting rooms or awaiting release: 

THE SEA HAWK (1939-40), drama; prod., Henry 
Blanke; dir., Michael Curtiz; from novel by Rafael Saba- 
tini: camera, Sol Polito. Cast: Errol Flynn, Brenda 
Marshall, Flora Robson, Claude Rains, Henry Daniell, 
Alan Hale, Una O'Connor, Montagu Love, Donald Crisp, 
Ian Keith, James Stephenson, William Lundigan, Jan 
MacLaren, Guy Bellis, Francis McDonald, Frank Wil- 
cox, Halliwell Hobbes. 

TUGBOAT ANNIE SAILS AGAIN, comedy (1940-41 
release); producer, Edmund Grainger; director, Lew 
Seiler; original, Norman Reilly Raine; camera, Arthur 
Edeson. Cast: Marjorie Rambeau, Alan Hale, Ronuld 
Reagan, Jane Wyman. 

LADIES MUST LIVE, drama (1940-41 release): pro- 
ducer, William Jacobs; director, Noel Smith; no writing 
credits; camera, Ted McCord. Cast: Rosemary Lane, 


Wayne Morris, Roscoe Karns, Lee Patrick, George 
Reeves, William Hopper. 
THE SENTENCE (1939-40), meller; prod... Edmund 


Grainger; dir., Vincent Sherman; from play by Frank 
Collins; camera, Sid Hickox. Cast: George Brent, Vir- 
ginia Bruce, Brenda Marshall, William Lundigan, Louis 
Jean Heydt, Clarence Kolb, David Bruce, George To- 
bias, Phyllis Hamilton, DeWolf Hopper, Jr., Kay Sut- 
ton, Harry Seymour. 

THE LIFE OF KNUTE ROCKNE, biographical 
drama; producer, Robert Fellows; director, Llevd 
Bacon; original screen play, Robert Buckner; camera, 
Charles Rosher. Cast: Pat O’Brien, Gale Page, Ron- 
ald Reagan, Albert Basserman, Donald Crisp. Owen 
Davis, Jr., William Marshall, Kane Richmond, Gaylord 
Pendleton, Nick Lukats, Dorothy Tree, John Quaien. 
William Sheffield. John Sheffield, Dickie Jones, Sonny 
Bupp, Egon Brecher. 

THEY DRIVE BY NIGHT (1939-40), drama: prod., 
Mark Hellinger; dir., Raoul Walsh; based on story by A, 
I. Bezzerides; screen play, Jerry Wald, Richard Ma- 
caulay; camera, Arthur Edeson, Cast: George Rauitft, 
Ann Sheridan, Humphrey Bogart, Alan Hale, Ida Lu- 
pino, Roscoe Karns, John Litel, George Tobias, Piul 
Hurst, John Ridgeley, Charles Halton. 

RIVER’S END, outdoor drama (1940-41 release: pio- 
ducer, William Jacobs: director, Ray Enright: from 
James Oliver Curwood novel; camera, Arthur Todd. 
Cast: Dennis Morgan, Elizabeth Earl, Victor Jory, 
George Tobias, James Stephenson, Stuart Robinson, 
Frank Wilcox, Frank Mayo. 

NO TIME FOR COMEDY, comedy: producer.Robert 
Lord; director, William Keighley; from play by S. N. 
Behrman; camera, Ernest Haller. Cast: James Stew- 
art, Rosalind Russell, Charles Ruggles, Louise Beavers, 
Allyn Joslyn, Clarence Kolb, J. M. Kerrigan, Lawrence 
Grossmith, Robert Greig. 

THE MAN FROM FLEET STREET, drama (1940-41 
release); producer, Henry Blanke; director, William 
Dieterle;: no writing credits; camera, James Wong 
Howe. Cast: Edward G. Robinson, Eddie Albert, Edna 
Best, Albert Basserman, Otto Kruger, Gene Lockhart, 
Montagu Love, Frank Reicher, Egon Brecher, Edward 
McWade, John Qualen, Harry Green. 

THE LETTER (1939-40), drama; prod., Robert Lora; 


dir., William Wryler; original, Somerset Maugham; 
camera. Tony Gaudio. Cast: Bette Davis, Herbert Mar- 
shall, James Stephenson, Gail Sondergaard, David 


Newell, Bruce Lester, Tetsu Komai, Willie Fung. 


MONEY AND THE WOMAN (1939-40),"meller: prod., 
Bryan Foy; director, William K. Howard: original, 
James Cain: camera, Lou O’Connell. Cast: Jeffrey 


Lynn, Brenda Marshall, Roger Pryor, John Litel, Lee 
Patrick, Guinn Williams, William Marshall, Peter Ash- 
lev, Mildred Coles, Creighton Hale, Stuart Holmes, 
Lottie Williams, Inez Gay 

Warner Pictures in Production 

CITY FOR CONQUEST, drama; producer, William 
Cagney; director, Anatole Litvak; original, Aben Ken- 
del; camera, Sol Polito. Cast: James Cagney, Ann 
Sheridan, George Tobias, Frank Craven, Arthur Ken- 
nedy, Anthony Quinn. 

FLOWING GOLD, drama (1940-41 release): producer, 
William Jacobs; director, Alfred Green: script, Ken 
Gamet, Tom Reed: original, Rex Beach: camera, Sid 
Hickox. Cast: Pat O’Brien, John Garfield, Frances 
Farmer, Cliff Edwards. George ‘Tobias. 

SANTA FE TRAIL, historic western: asso. prod.. 
Robert Fellows: dir., Michael Curtiz: orig. screen play 
Robert Buckner. Cast: Errol Flynn, Olivia de Havilland 
Raymond Massey. Dennis Morgan, William Orr, Alan 
Hale, Guinn Williams. 

MEET JOHN DOE, drama: Frank Capra-Robert Ris- 
kin production: dir.. Frank Capra; orig., Richard Con- 
nell; screen play, Robert Riskin, Frank Capra. Myles 
Connolly; camera. George Barnes. Cast: Gary Cooper, 
Barbara Stanwyck, Edward Arnold, Walter Brennan 
James Gleason, Rod LaRocque, Granville Bates. Pierre 
Watkins, Henry O'Neill, Warren Hymer, Pat Flaherty, 
Ann Doran. ; 


Autry Goes Touring 


Hollywood, July 9. 
Gene Autry leaps from his horse 


| Detroit. Either way, they stand to 
| make some gain. 


TWO-TIMING WESTERNS 
Hollywood, July 9. 
| RKO starts its double-shooting 
| Campaign next week with two west- 








;erns going before the cameras on | 


| location. On is ‘Wagon Trains’ and 
the other is still untitled. 

| Tim Holt stars in both pictures, 
| which are part of the new group to 
'replace the George O'Brien series. 


«fe 


ee ed a renter aT ert ict ih ns a 


Hollywood, July 9. 

A resolution calling for affiliation 
“of the New York Screen Publicists 
& Advertising Guild was approved 
yesterday (Monday) at a general 
membership meeting of the Screen 
Publicists Guild. 

President Lesley Mason was in- 
structed to name a coordinating com- 
|mittee to mect with the New York 


August for drafting of a permanent 
constitution, 


to an airplane Sunday (14) for tour 
of the midwest, opening with an ap- 
pearance at the Milk and Ice Show 
benefit at Oklahoma City (15) and 
winding up with the World’s Cham- 
pionship Rodeo in Minneapolis, 
opening July 19. 

Meanwhile he goes into a business 
huddle with the Wrigley gum ex- 
ecutives in Chicago about the oeir- 


| show, and does a one-nighter in Du- 
group and call general convention in| 


Juth. He is due back in Hollywood 
July 30 to start another Republic 


i western, 
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CBS PEPS SATURDAY MORN, 





ith Asst. Secretary of War As 


Speaker, San Francisco N.A.B. TALES PROM(T 


Convention Very Vital to Future 





! 


Washington, July 9. 

Grim send-off for the radio in- 
dustry is being prepared for the 
Aug. 4-7 NAB convention at San 
Francisco, with Assistant Secretary | 
of War, Louis Johnson, appearing | 
as a principal speaker. Warning | 
that radio is facing an ‘emergency’ 
and that the tone of the convention | 
will be one of ‘dead earnestness,’ | 
Neville Miller, NAB prexy, an-! 
nounced that Johnson—making one 
of the most important government 
pronouncements on the subject’— 
will discuss the national emergency 
and its ‘possible effect on the, 
American system of broadcasting.’ H 
‘The problems which radio faced 
in the past pale in comparison with 


those it faces in 1940,’ Miller de- 
clared. ‘We are in an emergency 
period. New problems, technical, 


social and commercial confront us. 
We are setting up a convention pro- 
gram designed to make this a well- | 
informed industry, to give opportun- | 
ity for all views to be expressed, | 
evaluated and compared before final | 
formal action is taken. What is 
done at San Francisco this August 
will shape the course of broadcast- | 
ing for possibly years ahead. Every 
member owes it to himself to have 
a voice in determining the decisions 
which must be made.’ 

No clue as to the possible extent 
of Johnson’s remarks or whether 
the No. 2 War Secretary will warn 
the industry that certain restrictions 
” commercial broadcasting might 
be necessary in the event of U. S. 
entrance into the war. Other 
phases of the convention will cover 
wages and hours, legislation, com- 
mercial and advertising problems; 
also a ‘comprehensive report’ on the 
progress of Broadcast Music, Inc., 
which seeks to ‘free broadcasters 
from the yoke of ASCAP.’ 


Benton & Bowles Agency 
Prepares Three Shows 
To Woo Bromo Seltzer 


Benton & Bowles is shooting for 
the Emerson Drug account (Bromo 
Seitzer) now held by the J. Walter 
Thompson agency. It has lined up 
three shows for auditioning to the 
prospect Account hasn't been 
broadcasting for three years. 

One of them is a half-hour dra- 
matic show for night airing authored 
by Gertrude Berg. It’s without any 
accent 


LORD & THOMAS IN 
DICKER WITH HOPE 


Lord & Thomas, agency on Pepso- 
dent, is working out a new contract 
with Bob Hope, even though the ac- 
count now has an agreement which 
binds the comic for four more years 
It is reported that the new terms call 


for $6,500 a broadcast, but this the 
agency denies 

Under the contract in effect Pep 
sodent is obligated to pay Hope but 


$4,000 a 


season 


the forthcoming 
weeks ago 


week for 
Hope several 


asked that his personal stipend for | 


the Pepsodent be doubled to 


$3,000 a week. 


show 


Koger, Gearhart, Young In 
At New WJHP, Jack’ville 


Jacksonville, July 9. 

WJHP, operated by the Jackson- 
ville Journal and affiliated with the 
NBC-blue, debuts on 1,200 k.c. Mon- 
day (15). H. G. Wells, Jr., is the 
Seneral manager. 

Personnel includes Ira M. Koger, 
manager; Lynn Gearhart, program 
director; Jim Young, chief 
nouncer, and Beecher Hayford, chief 
engineer, 


an- | 


Fight Hurt Crosby 





Joe Louis-Arturo Godoy fight 
on June 21 registered a rating of 
37 in the Co-operative Analysis 
of Broadcasting’s count and the 
airing of this event (NBC-blue) 
was in large measure respon- 
sible for the drop on that occa- 
sion of the Bing Crosby-Kraft 
show from 26.5 to 20.2. 

The rating obtained by the air- 
ing of this Louis-Godoy was high 
considering the time of the year 
but figured 10 points less than 
prevailed for the broadcast of 
the second meeting of Louis and 
Bob Pastor last September.\ 








COMEDY GUEST 


STARS FOR 
(0-OP 


Everything will be but the 
title on the 1940-41 version of the 
Mutual cooperative program, ‘Show 
of the Week.’ This resumes Sept. 29 
at 6:30 p.m. Sundays and will use 
comedy guest stars as its audience- 


new 


getting appeal instead of orchestras. | 


A permanent staff musical ensemble 
will be directed by Vincent Lopez 
and Buddy Clark will sing. 


Already tentatively set for the 
series are guesters by Lou Holtz, 
Abbot and Costello, Henny Young- 


man, Block and Sully, ete. An audi- 


tion record is ready for shipment to | 


| 100 Mutual stations who will try to 
sell local for cut-ins. Nor- 
man Livingstone, of the Redfield- 
Johnstone agency, New York, will go 
on the road next week as a 
follow-through line up lo- 
cals 

This is the sixth year in the co-op 


sponsors 


starting 
man to 


radio program field for Redfield- 
Johnson 

Seven towns are already con- 
tracted for the series on behalf of 
Howard Clothes They are New 


York, Chicago, Syracuse, Worcester, 
Boston, Philadelphia, Providence. 


MAURICE SPITALNY OUT 


KDKA As Holman 
Departs 


Changes at 
Moves in—Luntzel 


Pittsburgh, July 9. 


With KDKA reverting to West- 
inghouse ownefship and the arrival 
of John A. Holman to take over the 
managerial reins, the staff is under- 
‘oing a shake-up. Couple of ousters 
have already been made and more 
ure expected to follow Maurice 
Spitalny is out as musical director 
an i Jim Luntzel departs as publicity 
head 

Spitalny 1lowevel wil continue 
to lead »wn band over KDKA 
yn Tap Time program, beer-spon- 
sored show. and expects to remain 
in town indefinitely for several 


night club engagements he has lined 


;up. He’s currently at Mission Inn 
and goes into Pines Aug. 1 for five 
weeks. Luntzel, who was brought 


here from Chicago by Sherman D. 
Gregory, is understood to have since 
been spotted in an NBC berth by 
Gregory, who left KDKA a few 
weeks ago for exec berth with web. 

No replacements have been named 
for either man, with Holman said 
to have several under consideration 
for both posts and expected to make 


USE SHOWS FL 











ye dlapinbadiass + 


| Two-Hour Period Dressed Up | 
_ For Audience and Spon-) 


sor Allurement — Most of 


cept New Shows 


GENERAL BALANCE . 


a TS 


| Without any special trade public- 


Stations in East and Mid- 
dle West Expected to Ac- 





Columbia Asks, Gets Chance To 


Defend Paramount Stock Sale: 
Thad Brown's Ordeal Encore 





Not ‘The Annex’ 


CBS bosses are reported aller- 
gic to the term ‘annex’ as a 
description of the web's new 
studio building on East 52d 
street, New York, May try to 
popularize the expression ‘main 
studio building’ as offset. 

Some seven new studios still 
in no way relieve CBS of neces- 
sity of continued rental of Times 








ity or ballyoo to mark the occasion. Square theatres for broadcast 
| the Coiumbia Broadcasting System! purposes. Actually some adver- 
| last week made an organized attack| tisers favor latter because of 
| through the medium of sustaining| fixed seats, stage and theatre 
 Ernerece upon a period of time— environment, as against radio 
Saturday morning—ordinarily con- studio environment, 

| sidered hard to sell. As an example | 

'of a network program blitzkrieg | 

| against a sales problem, the four | 


sented a pretentious and fairly rare 
undertaking. Pretentious, that is, in 
terms of planning, motivation, co- 
ordination and the time involved 
rather than in budgeting, which was, 
on the whole, modest. 


| 


| In times past the several networks 
| have launched attempts, usually in- 
| dividualized, to offset hoodoos, strong 
competition or general disinterest of 
a given time period. An historic ex- 
ample concerned overcoming the 
Strangle hold of Amos ‘n’ Andy on 
the 7 p.m. radio audience a decade 
ago. That was a 15-minute problem. 
The Rudy Valee revue at 8 p.m. 
Thursdays was an hour 
all rivals and took years of hammer- 
ing to break. 

Networks and stations have adopted 
showmanly measures to glamorize 
the early morning and the late eve- 
ning periods, fitting them for mar- 
keting. The present CBS campaign 
to hypo Saturday follows 
the same network’s several scattered 
efforts of the past to pep up 
the afternoon hours of the same day. 
Potential Audience of 14,000,000 


the five-day 


morning 


recent 


Under week of 
the New Deal years, the audience fo! 

iturday programs has been grow- 
|ing. CBS itself calculated that 
a possible audience of 14,000,000 
listeners can be presumed for Satur- 
day Local stations have, in 
some attempted to ex- 

page 24) 


| P&G. Sponsors ‘Love’ 


work 


has 


shows 
recent 


Cases, 


(Continued on 


Procter & 
‘Those We 
to 8:30 p.m. spot 
NBC-red 


Gamble will install 
Love’ in the Saturday 8 
that it has bought 
on the Serial will 
Drene. 

‘Love’ Standard 


was formerly on 


Brands’ payroll 


plug 


half-hour shows collectively repre- | 


iv. p. will be 


problem for | 
' due 


AT NBC FOR 
PRESENT 


executive 
the 
Niles Tram- 


the 


Indications are that no 
appointed when 
NBC 


mell to 


directorate boosts 
the 
work this Friday (12). Trammell is 
to hold both titles for the time 
being. which would make him ad- 
ministrator and operator of the web, 
a combination which no one else has 
shouldered even temporarily. 
Frank Mullen, RCA v.p. and direc- 


presidency of net- 


tor of advertising, has been men- 
tioned in the trade as a probable 
successor in the executive v.p. spot 


at NBC, but the chances are that the 


| designation of Mullen won't be made 


| Leith Stevens, as 


for several months. Mullen orig- 
inally came from NBC's Chicago di- 
Vision, 


- ve 
Crane Wilbur Due In 
For Robinson Huddles | 
New formula for the Edward G 
Robinson show (Rinso) will be de- 
cided as soon as Crane Wilbur, pro- 
ducer and head scriptist for the se- 
ries, arrives from Hollywood. Ruth- 


rauff & Ryan, agency on the account, 


| expects him within the next few 
days. 

Thomas Free-Bairn Smith, for- 
merly with KNX, Los Angeles, has 


been signatured as the new director 
renewal of 
is still in 


also 


for the program. The 
batonist, 
Munson has 


the fall. 


the works Ona 
been resignatured for 


Oboler Closes Deal In Wilderness 


Laughtons, 


Cantor, Crawford, Shearer, 


Nazimova 


Set for Procter & Gamble Series 


7 


yntracts are expected to be 


Obole 


Fin i] 


igned on the proposed arch 


Procter & 


scheduled to be 


Gamble at a 
meeting held Mon- 
day (15) at Roosevelt, Idaho. Author 


series for 


Oboler and his wife will come into 
this hamlet by mule-pack from a 
| fishing spot in the wilderness and 


| will meet Larry Milligan, of Black- 
ett-Sample-Hummert agency, Chi- 
cago, and Jimmy Parks, of General 
Amusement. Latter the 
original radio package deal with the 


pair set 


a decision shortly. | soap company in Cincinnati Oboler 
KDKA announcers” staff has also personally is handled by William 

been hit in shake-up. with Aidan | Morris agency 

| Fitzpatrick out. He has gone to! Oboler is in Idaho for three 

WWSW, where he replaces Roger | months writing an original motion 

McGovern. one of indie station's ; picture on preparedness for Pandro 


jinewer spielers 


| Berman of Metro for future James | 


Steward-Robert Tayloi 
-d for clari 
meeting 
various original 
contribute 


pation 
it the Idaho 
details of the 
dramas Oboler will 
under a contract with 
many reported unique 
Among these is one 
sole authority over the casting and 
directing, as well as the writing. 
Oboler has promises already from 
several name stars who have agreed 
to appear at very nominal stipends 
in playlets especially written for 
them. These will include: 
Eddie Cantor in ‘The 
Won The War’. 
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Laughton, in 
‘The Flying Yorkshiremawm’. 
Nazimova, in ‘This Lonely Heart’. 
Joan Crawford—script not set. 


partici 
ication 


are precise 


viving Oboler 


Man Who 


NO EXEC V.P. 


clauses. | 


| handles it 


ee — 
Washington, July 9. 
Another going over for FCC Com- 
missioner Thad H. Brown and op- 


| portunity for the Columbia Broad- 
casting System to rebut insinuations 
and accusations about ‘misuse’ of 
company cash in the Paramount 
|deal is scneduled by the senate in- 


—E 


;terstate commerce committee for 
|}tomorrow (Wednesday) morning 
Renewed hostilities resulted from 


further inquiries by senator Charles 
W. Tobey, of New Hampshire, and 
request of network execs to place 
their version in record 

Senate committee attitude is that 
|either CBS or the Commish mo- 
| nopoly probers are wrong and before 
| passing on Brown’s fitness for an- 
other term Congress must know 
| who's correct. 
| Ralph Colin, flanked by John H 
| Burns, will try to untangle the rami- 
| fied stock shifts and dispose of 


|Commish probers conclusion that 
| certain stockholders were mulcted 
| when the stock re-purchase took 
| place years ago. Also wil! outline 
|how William S. Paley made his 
| profits. 

| Brown is expected to be on re- 


ceiving end and Tobey also has in- 
dicated he would like Chairman 
James L. Fly to help clear up some 
doubts about the Commission's ate 
tentiveness. Failure to keep close tal 
|On purchasers of the CBS 
| stock issue may be an important 
point 


new 


Lazarsfeld, Tyler, Power 
As Radio Flying Squad 
To Western Colleges 


A three-man party ts 
swingaround of the Pacific 
west section of the United Stat 
the purpose of participatin 
number of educational 


making @ 
North- 
‘s for 
ym @ 
radio confer- 


ences lined up by various universi- 
ties Paul Lazarsfield. Austrian re- 
search wizard lately with Princeton, 
now with Columbia radio projects 
(under Rockefeller money grants), 
will be joined by I. Keith Tyler, of 
Ohio State University. and Leonard 
Power, of the United States Office of 
Education 

Trio are making the following 
tour: July 8, University of Wyoming, 


Laramie; July 9-10, University of 
Denver; July 11, Utah State Agricul- 
tural College, Logan: July 12, Uni- 
versity of Utah, Salt Lake: Julv 15- 


16, State College, Pullman, Wash. 


July 18-19, University of Oregon, 
Portland; July 26-26, Stanford, Palo 
Alto 

N.A.B. research committee meets 
today (Wednesday) in Washington, 
b. < A method for reporting radio 


spot business is due to ¢ 


STILL PITCHING 


.B.D. & O. 


me up 


Seeks te Recapture 


Brown & Williamson Business 
Chicago, July 9 

Brown & Williamson tobacco firm 
in Louisville has been hearing au- 
ditions in the past « ple of weeks 
Freeman Keyes for the Russell Seeds 
agency here has had h scouting eat 
up on several comedy variety pro- 
grams for possible B. & W. sponsor- 
ship. 

Batten, Barton, Durstine & Os- 
borne agency, which was formerly 
the top agency on the B. & W. ac- 
count, has also been in there pitch- 
ing up a couple of program ideas 
to cajole the tobacco biz back into, 


the office 


Health Show M.C. Ill ‘S 
Philadelphia, July 9. 

WPEN last week was forced to 

cancel its health program sponsored 


by the Municipal Department of 


| Publie health 


who 
ar wo 


Joe 


has 


Dillon, 
been 


gabber 
bedded 


Reason: 


Norma Shearer, in ‘Madame Curie’.| with the grippe 
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ABBOTT AND COSTELLO | 
With Benay Venuta, Peter Van) 

Steeden Orchestra 
Comedy, Songs, Band | 
30 Mins. 
IPANA-SAL HEPATICA 
Wednesday, 9 p.m. 
WEAF-NBC, New York 

(Young & Rubicam) 

Fred Allen has retired from this 
spot and Eddie Cantor will move 
into it in October. In between 
there are 13 weeks and Bud Abbott 
and Lou Costello. Pair have come 
up in show business the hard but 
firm way, with help from the Kate 
Smith revue. This is the first time 
they've had their own program, 
their previous mike servitude being 
confined to the Smith show. Abbott 
and Costello’s initial effort (3) on 
their own ran from belly whoppers 
to away off the laugh line, but the | 
in general was quite 
promising. They should ¥.ecep Bris- 
tol-Myers period well warmed up | 
and, in the interim, develop them- | 
selves into an integrated piece of | 
radio property. | 

Now that they are on their own, | 
Abbott and Costello could reject a | 
lot of those holdovers from the 23r 





performance 


St. Grand Opera Housce, or at least | With 


bring ‘em up to date. A case in 
point is that gag about mounted po- 
lice and the rejoinder, ‘I didn’t know 
they were stuffing cops these days? 
This nugget was at the fore part of 
the show but as the boys really got 
unwound and started to pour on 
some corking laugh material 
one, and a few others, were easily 
forgiven. Their highpoint of deliv- 
ery came with the introduction of 
‘The Genius of the Week.’ This 
twist is a nifty one and allows Cos- 
tello to make his style of. comedy 
tell in a big way. The guest for this 
particular exchange was a young 


fellow who has invested in a musica] | 


typewriter, or Typo-tone. 


this | 


Dubious Reward 





Edward Murrow, chief of CBS’ 
European staff, in his broad- 
cast from lLonccn yesterday 
morning (Tuesday) included an 
item which got a chuckle from 
the radio trade. Murrow was 
telling about a _ story about 
Major Quisling, ‘notorieus Nor- 
wegian Fifth Columnist,’ carried 
in that morning’s issue of the 
London Express. 

The Express wrote, said Mur- 
row, that all that Quisling’s 
treachery hed brought him was 
a job us a local news commen- 
tator and that he is now coing 
breadecasts from Oslo trying to 
get the Norwegian people to 
setile down under Hitler. “The 
Express implies,’ added Murrow, 
‘that Quisling as a radio com- 
mentator has indeed reached a 
low station in life.’ 








q | DAVID BROEKMAN ORCHESTRA 
Kenny | 


Frances Langford, 
Baker, Jimmy Wallington 
| Music, Songs 
| 30 Mins. 
| TEXACO 
| Wednesday, 9 p.m. 
WABC-CBS, New York 
(Buchanan) 
| The conclusion was inescapable 
following the first broadcast last 
Wednesday (3) of the Texaco sum- 
mer fill-in series that the program’s 
producer was confining himself to 
| stopwatch-watching. He was 
j;sumably unaware of, or 
‘to, the sound volume. Seldom has 
lthere occurred on a major network 
sponsored entertainment such a bat- 
|tle between orchestra and singers as 


indifferent | and ‘Melancholy Baby.’ 


“AMERICA SINGS’ 
With Meredith Willson Orchestra, 
Cliff Nazarro, Kay St. Germain, 


| Ray Hendricks 
| Music, Talk 


| 


(30 Mins. 

_JOHNSON’S WAX 

| Tuesday, 9:30 p.m. - 

| WEAF-NBC, New York 


| (Needham, Louis & Brorby) 


Pacific Coast musical conductor 
| Meredith Willson specializes on the 
|older pops, specialization in his case 
| meaning shining them up like an 
The result in terms of sum- 


apples. 
“0 very bright 


mer entertainment is 
and attractive. 
Proving anew that it’s not 
you do, but how you do it, Willson 
makes the familiar stuff take on a 
fresh lustre due to the arrangements 


| together in groups. He ljeads the ear 
and the memory into shaded willow 
groves, into nostalgic canoes in sum- 
mer moonlight. It’s all prety solidly 
|agreeable, an effect encouraged by 
‘the small and unstressed doses of 
| talk. The talk is in part, a smartly 
written explanation by Willson of 
what he offers, partly the light spoof- 
ing of Cliff Nazarro (playing a busy- 
body NBC production si pervisor) 
'and partly a judicious definition of 
| the merits of the Car-Nu wax which 
| the Johnsonians manufacture. 

For vocal interludes the program 





commands Kay St. Germain, whose | 


| voice is faintly sultry, and Ray Hen- 
'dricks, who is always workmanlike. 


The orchestra and the singers toss 
off such ‘folk songs of tomorrow’ (as 
Willson calls them) as ‘Carolina in 
the Morning,’ ‘Missouri Waltz,’ 
‘Valencia,’ ‘Down on the Farm,’ ‘I'll 
Get By,’ ‘All the Things You Know’ 
Numbers 
are played first, announced in the 
postscript. Land. 


‘ADVENTURE IN READING’ 


Benay Vcvuta furnished pleasant | that which David Broekman fought | with Leif Erickson 


listening during the time taken out 
for vocals. She had two such in- 
nings and they sufficed to show that 


jout with Frances Langford 
/‘Kenny Baker each in turn. Broek- 
|man opened up his big guns and suc- 


she can make them sound distinc- | cessfully fiddled while the singers 


tively her own and _ impressive 


whether it’s a current romantic pop | certainly were fizzling. 


may heve been burning and, if not, 
It invariably 


| 
| 


| 


| 


and | 39 Mins. 


Sustaining 
Monday, 10:30 p.m. 
WIZ-NBC, New York 
The nctworks continue the task of 
intellectualizing their _ sustainers. 


such as ‘Say It,’ or » Dixie rouser of must bring up the question of wheth- | This new series alternates scripts by 


the ‘Tennessee’ Fishfry’ 
Peter Van Stceden got 
one nifty orchestration. 
The commercials on Ipana and Sal 
Hepatica disclosed usual Y&R flair 
for smart sugarcoating, interpola- 
tion and phrasing. Odec. 


*‘HOLLYWOOD DREAMS’ 
With Ted Steele, Phyllis Jean Creore 
Songs, Novacherd 
15 Mins.—L¢cal 
ROMAN MEAL FLOUR 
Tues.-Thurs., 1i a.m., 2 p.m. 
WABC, New York 

One of those ‘song story’ set-ups, 
this one has Bob and Molly, who 
work in a summer hotel as, it ap- 


in at least 


pears, waitress and wailer—but mu- | 
They are very anxious to| 


sical. 
please a Mrs. Allen, who likes their 
songs. The continuity is simple, but 
not so simple that it doesn’t occa- 
sionally seem a_ bit unnecessary, 
since the true excuse of the program 
is the musie. However, the ways of 
daytime programs are always strange 
and dialog may be esteemed simply 
because it is dialog and supposed to 
be the way to a woman's heart. And 
before singing a song the boy must 
whisper about taking a walk in the 
moonlight after the dishes are done. 
Ted Steele's novachord and singing 
fs supplemented by the singing of 
Miss Creore. They warble ‘Little 
Gray Home in the West’ or ‘My' Blue 
Heaven,’ or others of that kind. The 
commercial sells a thinning kind of 
bread which Barbara Stanwyck 
never fails to serve at her table in 
Hollywood. The film colony is much 
stressed on the _ stay-glamorous- 
around-the-waistline approach. 
Steele is partly in and partly out 
of character and it would seem pos- 
sible that some listeners would be 
confused where the make-believe 
begins and ends. He talks at the 
public directly and then about the 
public to the gir. Land, 





*MUSICAL MYSTERIES’ 
With Melvin Elliott, David Stone 
30 Min.—Local 
Suctaining 
.» Menday, 6:30 p. m. 

WINS, New Yerk. 

One of the innumerable musical 
quizzes, this one hasn't been helped 
by the swarm of somewhat parallel 
offerings that have since sprouted 
around the ozone. Still, it remains 
a reasonably amusing novelty re- 
quiring minimum outlay. 

Currently originating at the New 

~ York World’s Fair, the program of- 
fers three problems for the candi- 
dates from the studio audience and 
a fourth for the listeners. Brief 
dramatized situation, then a musical 
‘clue.’ Latter is recorded, while the 
background music is supplied by an 
organ. Correct guessers receive 2 
honograpli record they select, while 
osers cet sympathy. Those corraled 
in the siudio for the edition caught 
(1) must have been out of the moron 
exhibit. 

Show is the brain-offspring of 
Alexander Leftwich, Jr., with Melvin 
Elliott as m. c. and David Stone as 
announcer. And by way of mys- 
teries. there’s a break of about five | 
minutes at the halfway mark, with 


some bozo spieling off a flock of, responsible for the inception of the | tough 


horse results. It's just clanky | 
enough to have been suggested by | 
one of those dimwits of the studio | 
audience. Hobe. | 


Ses » ed ptm late —_ 2 ea Sr 


to be heard or the orchestra. 
to describe the aggressive self-asser- 
tion of Broekman’s conducting as an 
accompaniment. It was not a bridge, 
but a dam, he built. 

The conflict started almost 
diately with Frances 
‘Blue Love Bird,’ was more pro- 
nounced with ‘The Woodpecker 
Song.’ as forced through left tackle 
by Baker, and in ‘Make Believe 
|Island’ the fighting fiddles were 
joined by low-flying electric guitars. 
The orchestra came in and over like 
high tide in an off-sea wind every 
| time the voices braced for a reach. 
The program was unrestrained and 


imme- 


|just that—incidental talk. A _ long, 
rather pointless monolog by Baker 
was concerned with an alleged recol- 
lection of the day when he, aged 


|eight, wrapped up some peanut but- | 
ter sandwiches to seek out an island. | 


The imaginary island developed into 
a nearby vacant lot, where presently 


a small boy’s hut was in process of | 


creation. Along came a girl (Miss 
Langford), who wished to join the 
| gang and make pink curtains for the 
j}hut. It all enacd with a drooling re- 
mark that one’s own backyard is best 


after all. Or peanut butter sand- 
wiches gather no moss. 
Kenny Baker's’ speaking voice 


(now that he is straighting and not 
| stooging) is hard to place in terms of 
| characterization. Since there is con- 

siderable talk on the program about 

Frances Langford being married to 

Jon Hall, there is no script pretense 
| of romantic interest between soprano 

and tenor. Miss Langford’s deport- 
ment is, on the whole, that of an 
|} adult. but Baker is either directed 
'or self-olaced on an uncertain age 
| level. He sounds like Penrod grown 
old enough to take up radio log-roll- 
}ing. It is a boyish rather than a 

manly personality that is painted. 


| Some may fancy that kind of a boy. | 


| Others very emphatically will not. 
In a half hour that was pretty un- 


happy, Miss Langford perhaps was 
the least scathed. Hers is primarily 
a cute pop style and in that range 


her authority as a stylist is consider- 
able. However, her ‘Summer Time’ 
from ‘Porgy and Bess’ seemed a thin 
and overly-pretentious striving. She 
and Baker generated some agreeable 
harmony on ‘Sweet Lalulia.’ 
Commercially the program was 
notable for the nice gesture to Can- 
ada ‘and the tourist trade) and for 
the Texaco emphasis upon its su- 
perior lavatories. Jimmy Wallington 
presides for the sponsor. Land. 


Ed Sammis Quits CBS 


Edward R. Sammis, head of the 
Magazine division in CBS’ press de- 
partment, is joining the New York 
staff of Look magazine Monday (15) 
as an associate editor. Sammis came 
with Columbia seven years and was 





web's magazine division. 


Before that he was eastern editor | 


of the Fawcett publications, 


Fr SET eet 


school. !er high-priced singers are supposed | Helen Walpole and Zachary Metz on 


Monday evenings. The themes deal 


| would certainly be understatement | with writers and their lives and be- | 


gan with Lord Byron, the impulsive 
English poet and liberty-lover, who, 
a century and more ago, went to 


Greece to help the people throw off | 


| the sultan’s yoke. 


Langford’s : 


unedited in other departments, too. | 
The incidental talk was too glaringly | 


iderstandable announcer. 


This script held passages of vigor- 


ous writing and had an odd sort of! 
character, despite certain faults. The | 
latter included a haze that over-lay | 


|the whole broadcast. It was, pos- 


sibly like Byron’s life, not very con- | 


iclusive. Chronicle-type narration 
has that danger at all times as dis- 
tinct from sheer invention, which can 


| adhere to the rules of starting some- | 


where, going somewhere and ending 
somewhere. 

The politics of the Greek revolu- 
tion, the wraith-like nature of the 
unidentified ‘prince’ and the story 
bridges were indistinct throughout. 


The program burst into flame only | 


when Byron, played, and well, by 
Lief Erickson, had something rather 
ifine to say. The half-hour 
tangent of Byron as he watched the 
funeral pyre on an Italian beach of 
the poet Percy Shelley. The tem- 
| pestuous nature of the man was well 
; conveyed. Less clear, because abrupt 
in introduction, was the scorn and 
abuse he poured upon his companion 
and fellow-mourner, Leigh Hunt. 


Hunt was the symbol of the English | 


respectables that had exiled Byron, 
but in the unfoldment this was rather 
| like a quarrel between two strangers 
overheard by a chance pedestrian. 
The drama of the quarrel is present, 
but not the explanation, not the 
roots, 


In many programs that set out, | 
consciously, to deal with literature 


and the literati, the missing element | 


is editing. Actually the choice of 
| Byron was plausible. ‘There were 
melodramatic phases of his life that 
seemed basic radio. Compared to 
'a Herbert Spencer or a Ralph Waldo 
Emerson, whose lives 
without dramatic incident, this By- 
ron was Sunday supplement. Land. 


MOTOR CITY MELODIES 
With Don Large Choir, Cyril Weze- 

mael, Bill McCullough 
Musical 
30 Mins, 
Sustaining 
Saturday, 1:30 p.m. 
WABC-CBS, New York 

This program from WJR, Detroit, 
is not new, but has some new per- 
sonnel. There was a Jat that was 
pleasant in the 30 minutes last week, 
coming shortly before the blare of 
daily baseball. 
| Studio orchestra accented the 
strings. Don Large choir and vocal 
|soloists mixed up the songs nicely. 
| Highlight of the Saturday (6) pro- 
|gram, however, was the last-half 
| presentation of ‘Ballad for Ameri- 
cans,’ with Cyril Wezemael, bari- 
tone, as soloist in front of the mixed 
chorus. He’s not quite as robust as 
| Paul Robeson, who introduced this 


| inspired composition on the air some | 


‘months ago, but Wezemael gave a 
‘good account of himself and the 
assignment. Another neat 
| choral rendition up ahead was ‘Casey 
Jones.’ 

Bill McCullough was e2# very un- 
Scho. 
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| Athenian fruit peddler shines up his | 


what | 


and the style of stringing numbers | 


opened | 
/on a note of emotional intensity, the | 


were almost | 


Can’t Laugh Here 


Hollywood, July &. 
Discouraging laughs at a com- 
| edy show is the unorthodox 
| procedure followed by Producer 
| William N. Robson on the Wood- 
| bury Playhouse summer series, 
| He has decreed against a stu- 
| dio audience for the Jim 
| Ameche-Gale Page serialization 
| of ‘Promoting Priscilla’ on the 
| theory that audience chuckles 
throw the players off the pace. 








PEARSON and ALLEN 
With Mrs, F. D. Roosevelt 
Talk 
30 Mins. 
J. B. WILLIAMS 
Monday, 8:30 p.m. 
WJIZ-NBC, New York 
(J. Walter Thompson) 


It may or may not become a mat- 
ter of embarrassment to NBC, the 


the President of the United States 
that two Washington journalists, in 
ithe presumed presence of Mrs. 
| Roosevelt who had just appeared as 
their guest speaker, bluntiy pre- 
‘dicted the defeat of Great Britain 
by the Nazis. This staternent could 
hardly have failed to please German 
propaganda agents and was in no 
| wise lessened as a contribution to 
| defeatism by the fact that the pair 
| ‘regretted’ their conviction, ‘hoped’ 
it wasn’t true and added at the end 
the qualifying phrase ‘if aid doesn’t 
| come.’ 

NBC sources were reported an- 
noyed at Pearson and Allen present- 
ing them with such a sour bit of 
comment on the very first program. 
| NBC had previously been disinclined 
to okay the pair because of their 


withdrawn because of a fear of be- 
ing charged with ‘censorship.’ The 
J. Walter Thompson bunch is also 
reported to have had nothing to do 
with picking the pair, the choice be- 
ing made directly by the sponsor. 

It is this fear of interfering with 
| free speech that protects American 
radio commentators in their inalien- 
able right to pretend to inside in- 
formation on anvthing and everv- 
thing and to peddle this for a profit. 
Pearson and Drew in their ‘predic- 
| tions’ are similar to Transradio’s 
| slice of Sunday supplement sensa- 
tionalism called ‘Confidential!ly Yours’ 
and also to the eve-popping dis- 
closures of Wythe Williams. It's a 
kind of broadcasting that the net- 
works don’t like, but certain adver- 
tisers don’t mind. 

In the midst of greater problems 
besetting a troubled and confused 
humanity not much note perhaps 
will be taken of commentators in a 
democracy who, for an attention- 
| getting stunt, echo the sentiments of 
Berlin with an apologetic ‘this hurts 
us more than it does you.’ Such are 
ithe times we live in. 
| Then, too, there’s the current be- 


|lief that bad news is realism, any- 

thing smacking of optimism is stig- 

matized as ‘wishful thinking.’ 
Land. 





Saturday Shows 


Continued trom page 23 
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ploit the two or three hours immedi- 
ately ahead of that supposed moment 
when, just before noon, the house- 
wives in their myriad millions set 
forth, basket in hand for the week 
|end provisioning. Sales promotion 
idea involved was that this was the 
ideal time for advertised goods to 
whisper into the shoppers ears. 
Although the full CBS network is 
not in operation coast to coast until 
1l a.m. because of the time zone 
differential most of the eastern and 
midwestern stations are expected to 
| clear for the new CBS quartet of 
Saturday morning programs. Build- 
ing up Saturday morning is a fairly 
general ambition of all stations, but 
, the average network affiliate is not 
thought to have any particular wish 
to attempt local productions. The 
commercialization of Saturday morn- 
ing via the network would probably 
be strictly okay. Heretofore this un- 
commercial time has been filled with 
standard filler programs, little calcu- 
'lated to attract sponsorship. And 
not related to a general, balanced 
program schedule. CBS new sched- 
| ule (see radio reviews this issue for 


| critical comment) includes the fol- | 


lowing: 
| 9:30—‘Let’s Be Lazy,’ 
| Moore, Dale Evans, Caeser Petrillo 
| orchestra (from WBBM, Chicago)— 
Light comedy novelty and musical 
| program. 
10—‘Honest Abe’, with Ray Middle- 
ton. Standard patriotic drama. 
10:30 — Welcome Lewis’ Singing 
| Bee. A hooked-up quiz, not taking 
| itself or questions too seriously. De- 
' signed for laughs. 
11—Five minutes of News. 
11:15—The Old Dirt Dobber,’ a talk 
| series from WLAC, Nashville, aimed 
| at the selective (but large) audience 
, of amateur gardeners, 


crack about ex-president Herbert 
Hoover in their radio series last 
winter. However, objections were | 


with Tom | 


i bers, . 





‘WINGS FOR AMERICA’ 

With Elissa Landi, Phillips Holmes, 
William Green, Verne Smith, 
Lewis Krugman, Bret Morrison, 
Lester Podwell, Pierre Andre, 
Harold Stokes Orch. 

Serial 

Sustaining 

30 Mins. 


Friday, 7 p.m. 
WGN-MBS, Chicage 

Written and directed by Blair 
| Walliser, this program has semi-tie- 
‘up with the Chicago Sunday Tri- 
bune’s Graphic Section which wil] 
also carry the weekly story in nar- 
rative prose along with pictures, 
| Not to be confused with ‘Wings Over 
America’ series on NBC, program 
| is pure hoke fiction and purports to 
| expose the activities of the fifth col- 
|umn in America. As plot and litera- 
ture its strictly Sunday supplement 
‘but highly patriotic theme is keyed 
for the present American temper. 
As such it is plausible radio that 
'may garner attention. 


It tells the story of a radio gir) 


Williams company, or the wife of| commentator and a newspaper re- 


|porter (with an eye on the tie-up 
between the Chicago Tribune and 
its WGN), with the first episode de- 
scribing the theft of defense plans 
| by spies and the narrow escape from 
‘death for the girl who is rescued 
'by the reporter. Girl is locked in 

a gas-filled chamber but brings aid 
by sticking a hatpin in an electric 
wire and short-circuiting a Morse 
‘code call for help on a florist shop's 
electric sign, which is seen by the 
reporter who is cruising around with 
a police car looking for the girl. (It 
happened in pictures, and now it's 
| happening in radio.) Fortunately, 
‘this program is protected by a tag 
/from the announcer stating that the 
show is purely fictional and that no 
| depiction of actual events or per- 
sons is intended. 

Show should snatch off a good 
share of listeners, particularly 
/among the youngsters and the ad- 
/venture magazine readers. As. for 
{the femme audience, this is a ques- 
tion according to the present set-up 
of the program. 

Thriller was paced out rather la- 
boriously on the first episode, with 
plenty of mix-up of music cues, dia- 
log, police whistles and police radio, 
and other factors. But for all that, 
it kept moving forward and man- 
|aged to breathe through the loud- 
speaker some of the excitement and 
pace that was intended. 

Cast was suitable, turning in un- 
derstandable stuff and handling 
their lines satisfactorily. Writing 
was to the point, with no attempt at 
characterization, the entire energy 
being loosed on simple and straight- 
forward plot development. It's 
rather a pity that the reporter char- 
acter was not built more, since basi- 
cally the hero-reporter has a hold 
on the imaginations of the American 
public. He is an immediate pro- 
tagonist and an individuality could 
easily be arranged for him. Gold. 


EVELYN LAYE 
With Charles Heslop 
40 Mins, 

Sunday (16) 9:20 
BBC, London 

Billed as a biography, show came 
out as a song recital—a lot of Eve- 
lyn Laye, but fortunately, she could 
sing all night and no listener’d kick. 
First half of show was given over to 
reprise numbers, ‘the way audiences 
would want me,’ was the manner in 
which Miss Laye described it; for 
the second stanza she’d do it her 
way. The audience won, if only be- 
cause the reprise numbers had that 
certain class, with the rest so-so and 
uncomplimentary to singer. 

She went hard aground in a point- 
less sketch, presumably developed 
to show that Miss Laye could par- 
ley the Cockney. She better hadn't 
—not with material of that calibre. 
Heslop served as co-partner in the 
show. feeding the stellar name into 
recollections of her warbling and 
stage parts: Her best novelty was 
in a satirical lyric around ‘Hate to 
Be a Glamor Girl.’ Miss Laye has 
recently entered cabaret and, on the 
ether occasion, indicated an _ im- 
pending film. 
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EUGENE JELESNIK 

With Eduard Futran, Charlotte Clair 
Instrumental, Dancing 

Friday, July 5, 40 

NBC-RCA, New York 


This combination of Continental 
entertainment reacted pleasantly on 
the eye and ear. Eugene Jelesnik, 
typsy violinist, did a return engage- 
ment before the electric eye but this 
j time he was backed up by a three- 
piece unit consisting of a piano, a 
\’cello and qa marimba. At intervals 
he was relieved by Eduard Futran., 
| specialist on the accordion, while 
|Charlotte Clair came in for a fast 
batch of pirouettes. It was a smooth 
sample of radio photography all 
around, 

Jelesnik’s repertoire ran the 
| Zamut of gypsy melodies, Continental 
| waltzes and excerpts from operetta. 
_Futran, who photographs like a Val- 
lentino, also vocalized a mediey ot 
‘Spanish, French, Dutch, etc.. num- 
Odec. 


+4444 


ct 























<@mmewZ OG 


at. aot a oe 


“~*~ 


~ & os eR 


iad a. ae en ee ee ee le 


ss tee ted ete Ot 


ee fs —e Oe ow 


fant eet Oe 2 ot oe Le 


a ot oe Gee 


ys 


eal at ie ie 


























Wednesday, July 10, 1940 


VARIETY 


RADIO REVIEWS 


25 





LAZY’ 
‘ ’'S BE LAZ 
—_ Tom Moore, Dale Evans, Caesar | 

Petrillo Orchestra 
Talk, Songs, Music 
30 —. 

ining 
een, §:30 a.m. 
WABC-CBS, New York 

This is the kick-off program of a) 
new sequence of four half-hours | 
whereby Bill Lewis, CBS program | 
v.p., has attempted to reorganize the | 
Columbia Saturday morning program 
setup, as a step in the commerciali- 
zation of that last remaining prob- | 
jem’ of the sales department. 

The idea behind ‘Let’s Be Lazy’ is | 
novel and likely to tickle the fancy | 
ot many. Best of all, it’s calculated | 
to make an impression—it will stick 
to the ribs of the memory, so to) 
speak. This in itself is a merit both 
for the show as a show and the show 
as part of the Saturday morning up- 
building. Because association of 
jdeas and program distinctiveness 
are essentials of the whole shopping 
day project. 

Signing on and off to the strains | 
of ‘Lazy Bones,’ the half-hour is con- 
ducted in a broadly burlesqued spirit | 
of utter relaxation. The advocate 
for the cause of indolence is yawn- 
voiced, unexcitable, collapsible Tom 
Moore. It’s a droll characterization, 
nicely handled throughout by this 
performer. The program's singing 
jinterludes-fatl to Dale Evans, who is 
not allowed.to get hot or deport her- 
self tod energetically, a prohibition 
also applied te the WBBM, Chicago, 
house orchestra under the baton of | 
Caesar Petrillo. That's cute, too, In- | 
deed some comedy laziness can be | 
conveyed even more effectively by 
trick arrangements and light spoofing 
stunts by the instrumentalists. The 
musicians might have some bright 
ideas of their own—if encouraged. 
Musicians usually like fooling of this 
kind and often are remarkably orig- 
inal. 

Sparky is the satire, in lazy styie, 
of the typical daytime serial. This 
will be a regular part of the show 
and, if the writing is resourceful, 
it ought to be very diverting to 
housewives and menfolks alike, be- | 
cause it kids the do-nofhing husband 











and the daytime program. simul- 
taneously. Land. 
VERNON BARTLETT 

English Commentator 
15 Mins. 

Transoceanic 

DX (31 megacycles) 

Nighter, 8:30 (New York) 





BBC, Londen 


Vernon Bartlett is one of several 
Britons who participate in a series 
from London beamed at the United 
States and bearing the general title, 
‘Britain Speaks.’ The series has been 
heard at 9 p.m. New York time but 
(from July 7 onward) the time is 
now 8:20 p.m. It may be brought in 
on most shortwave sets at 31 meters 
(point 9.6 DX = calibrator). | 


on 
VARIETY recently reviewed another 
of the series speakers’, the play- | 


wright and novelist, J. B. Priestley. | 
He was described as an impressive 
spokesman for the empire. 

Vernon Bartlett is a Member of 
Parliament and a man of prominence 
Overseas. His style of talking is 
pleasant and chatty. He has an eye 
for the sort of detail and small hu- 
manizing observations that make re- 
ports vivid and authentic. As with | 
all the British news reporters or | 
commentators, the objeetive tone is 
undeviatingly maintained. This al- | 
ways contrasts with a tendency to 
vituperation in the totalitarian radio 
propaganda, While British detach- 
ment, especially on days of maxi- 
mum dramatic tension, has occasion- 
ally evoked from some Yankees | 
(themselves far more excited and | 
volubly partisan) a certain impa- | 
tience, it is, for the long pull, a very 
effective way to instil quiet confi- 
dence on this side. 

Reception from England by short- 
wave was very good Friday (5), but 
naturally this varies with the cosmic 
factors at any given time plus the 
quality of the receiving set. Some- 


What later the same evening the 
English news from Berlin came in 


much less satisfactorily in terms of 
sheer audibility. 

Bartlett injects comment on things 
American. He dwelled particularly 
on the Lockheed bombers from Cali- 
fornia and how {the British flyers 
handle them, repair them, guard 
them. He spoke of a Lockheed en- 
£ineer who stands by to give advice 
On repairs, but cannot (neutrality 
legislation) actually do any work. 
There was allusion to the parts ar- 
Tiving in crates to be assembied in 


England and how English workers | 
frequently found cheerio notes 


slipped in the crates by workers in 
alifornia wishing them good going. | 
Interesting, too, for Americans was 
Bartlett's reference to Berlin’s re- | 
jection that day of the Washington | 
reaffirmation of the Monroe Doc- 
trine. The Nazi interpretation was, | 
spartiete suggested, a bit acrobatic in | 
ec. 


Entertainment items are to be! 
&dded to the ‘Britain Speaks’ series, 
Which henceforth will span from 
8:30-9:15 (by New York time) every | 
evening of the week. Series has | 
built up a good audience here al- 
ready and should grow as people get 
© know about it.. Gerald Cock, | 
American representaiive of BBC, is 
doing his best to see that they do} 
now. Land. 


| Heidt. 


| Linkletter. 


| sprinkling sunshine, 


‘HONEST ABE’ 

With Ray Middleton 
Drama 

30 Mins. 

Sustaining 

Saturday, 10 a.m. 
WABC-CBS, New York 


Following ‘Let’s Be Lazy,’ and pre- 
ceding the Welcome Lewis Singing 
Bee, a dramatic half-hour has been 
placed in the running order of the 
new Saturday morning program 
splurge of CBS. Because of the pres- 
ent prominence of baritone Ray 
Middleton in impersonating Lincoln 
and in rendering with much mascu- 
line gusto various patriotic songs, in- 
cluding ‘Ballad for Americans,’ the 
CBS choice for the central character 
of this series by E. P. Conkle pos- 
sessed a certain timeliness and plau- 
sibility. It was the young Lincoln 
of the river boats, of the log cabin 
colonies along the Illinois river, of 
New Salem and Ann Rutledge. The 
material was ever-familiar and ever- 
moving, high in authentic Americana, 
having the smell and the feel of 
pioneer days. 

The action of the first episode (di- 
rected by Sidney Harmon) picked up 
Lincoln and a companion on a flat- 
bottomed scow hauling a cargo of 


whiskey to the parched throats of the | 


far country. The sound effects man 
produced much gurgling water. The 
sights and the sense of the river was 
partly conveyed by description. Au- 
thor Conkle underscored the familiar 
aspects of Lincoln legend—his book- 
ishness, his gaunt virility, deceptively 


| gentle to the eye of the fabled bully, 


Jack Armstrong. And then the fa- 
mous wrestling scene, the swift bud 
of romance in the person of Ann. 
This was not great or exceptional 
or memorable radio drama. But it 
was workmanlike, it held, it played, 
and to millions, potentially if not ac- 
tually, the story was scriptural in 
character and appeal. To many, 
moreover, it must be refreshingly 
different from the soap operas ef the 


'sunshiny hours. 


Author Conkle, incidentally, wrote 
‘Prologue to Glory,’ WPA play on 
Lincoln which received a couple of 
votes for the N. Y. Drama Critics 
award upon its Gotham presentation 
some seasons ago, Land. 





‘WHO'S DANCING TONIGHT?’ 
With Arthur Linkletter 
30 Mins.—Local 


| SAMUEL’S JEWELERS 


Sunday, 9 p.m, 
KSFO, San Francisco 
Variation of ad-lib 
ing of dancing couples at St. Fran- 
cis hotel is similar to stunt done at 
Biltmore hotel, N. Y., by Horace 
Those miked are given mer- 
chandise orders good at sponsor's 
stores, billed as ‘home of lucky wed- 
ding rings.’ Interrogator is Art 
With a youthful, refresh- 
ing personality, who never stumbles 
nor is at loss for comment, he puts 


quizees at ease and listeners like- 
wise. 

On show caught, he tabbed two 
couples with ‘that look in their 
eyes’ who admitted they were en- 
gaged, opening way for natural 


plug of sponsor's hitching rings and 
lots of giggles. 

Questioning often leads to unex- 
pected answers. One femme, asked 
what brought her to the St. Francis 
that evening, confessed she'd just 
dropped in to mail a letter because 


there were so many pickups in the | 


hotel. Hastily explained she meant 
mail collections as ballroom audi- 
ence tittered. Another, quizzed as 
to what show she'd seen last, an- 
swered ‘Safari.’ ‘Would you recom- 
mend it?’, pressed Linkletter. ‘No, I 
would not”, was emphatic and un- 
expected retort 

Run of questions includes where 
and how couples met, how they 


happened to come to San Francisco 
or to the hotel, favorite sports, eti- 
quette questions sent in by listen- 
ers, etc. One listener-query was, 
‘Do you think gents should precede 
ladies demounting street-cars?’ Gal 
quipped, ‘Absolutely, unless he wants 


| to give her a shove and break he, 


neck—and some of them have that 
idea.’ Wern. 
AL AND BOB HARVEY 
Song 
15 mins. 
Saturday, 7:15 
BBC, Lendon 

Act is from Canadian vaude Boys 
did duty around Ontario for some 


years, arriving,this side about a year 
ago. When first ethering here team 
deserted the piano routine for gag 
stuff and suffered from poor mater- 
ial: at this airing they've returned 
to previous routine to benefit accord- 
ingly. Pair are not built for fun- 
sters, their vocaling style is just that 
little bit different to the usual set-up 
and registers in a light way that’s 
pleasing. They ooze the happy-go- 
lucky, touching up harmonics with 
patter around the tune and its theme, 
It’s sugary but 
effective, as evidenced by their disc 
popularity over which route pair 
first gained attention here. 

In the studio. Harveys had com- 
posers of ‘The Navy's Here,’ topsell- 
ing ditty of the moment and which 
they introduced. Writing team ap- 
parently did the pianoing throughout 
this airing, except on lyric treatment 
around current events, of which boys 


/ make a@ specialty. 


| Follow-Up Comment 


third-degree- | 














| Jimmy Durante quipped and 
tripped through 30 minutes of ‘In- 
formation Please’, to the evident en- 
joyment of visual audience and to 
guffaws of ‘fellow experts.’ Unlike 


Gracie Allen, who did quite a bit f | 


straight answering on guester, Dur- 
ante achieved little in way of seri- 
;ous replies. He did identify Sophie 
| Tucker as 
|one of four Joe Miller ‘snappers.’ 
Durante went to piano to sing a por- 
| tion of ‘I Can Do Without Broad- 
| way, But Can Broadway Do Without 
Me?’ after he missed naming it, from 
word clues. Jimmy was introduced 
as ‘the poor man’s Cyrano de Ber- 
\gerac and star of ‘Keep Off the 
| Grass,’ which will resume in the 
| fall, I hope’ (these Fadiman’s words). 
'He drew a big laugh when, after 
|John Kieran had quoted verbatim 
j|and at length from a poem, he re- 
| marked: ‘This is the only country in 
| the world where they would let me 
sit next to a man like Mr. Kieran.’ 


| Jack Eigen, doing Hollywood chat- 

,ter for Sally’s Furs on WMCA Sun- 
|days, sounds like a 1933 road com- 
| pany of Winchell, even unto the in- 
flections, ending his spieling on the 
| vocal rise. 





Major Bowes’ Capitol] Family 


show Sunday midday remains, in its | 


more than 900th consecutive broad- 
|cast, now CBS after many years 
|NBC, one of the best variety hours. 
Per the recent usual, Bowes does his 
stint by remote control from his 
|Jersey shore home, discoursing in- 
|formally with the talent in the CBS 
\studios in N.Y. Gray Gordon, 
;maestro, was this past Sunday’s 
|guester and up to standard with a 
|pithily written interview, 
, topped off by the guester’s highlight 
|achievement, whether a song, a band 
number or just talk. 





Irving Caesar is doing a corking 
| job with his kiddie ‘Songs of Safety’ 


ishow over WOR Sunday midday. | 


|An excellent example of musico- 
|educational propaganda at its most 
palatable development. 





| 

| Lee (‘Stubby’) Gordon from Cleve- 
land on an NBC hookup has a good 
|midday Sunday band session. High- 
light was reprise of ‘The Rest of My 
Life,’ announced as_ written 
|Franklin D. Roosevelt, Jr. this col- 
laborator, Kendrick Sparrow, not 
mentioned), which is just another 
foxtrot. FDR, Jr., however, being a 
favored patron of 21, the Stork, Kit 
Kat and kindred N.Y. boites, can 
now have his ‘theme’ song blared at 
jhim whenever he comes to town 
(with the exception, of course, of 21, 


which has no music). More dis- 
tinguished was Gordon's arrange- 
'ment of the ‘Dance of Comedians’ 
excerpt from Smetana’s ‘Bartered 
Bride.’ 

| 

| Eddie Anderson on ‘We, the Peo- 


ple,’ rang laugh bell consistently 
with studio group and probably with 
listening audience. Anderson, inter- 
viewed as ‘Mr. Rochester’ by a young 
Harlem hopeful, was the familiar, 


funny hoarse-voiced, perky Negro of | 


Jack Benny program. Timing, as 
usual, was excellent. One difference. 
from regular routine, was that he 
sort of guffawed himself several 
times. Although ‘needling’ Benny a 
bit, Anderson expressed gratitude 
for what latter had done for him. 
Said he first auditioned for a port- 
er’s part with Benny three years ago. 
Anderson sketched career in show 
business—as a comedian, ‘at first I 


was the onlv one who thought so,’ 
and tap dancer—and what he said 
were in-between stints at driving 
horses and a truck. Closed by vo- 
caling number from ‘Buck Benny 
Rides Again.’ Burgess Meredith 
substituted for Gabriel Heatter as 


Turned 
At times his voice 
was drowned out a bit by musical 
crescendos and applause as guests 
ended their stories 

Charles Dante’s dinner-time 
prise of ‘Cavalcade of Hits’ on 
from Hollywood, Sunday 
like a trailer for ASCAP. Sprightly 
dance program, batoned by house 
maestro Dante, with vocal assists by 
Winnie Parker, Bob Stevens and the 
Hollywoodmen, dramatically hooked 


emcee of ‘We, the People.’ 
in a straight job. 


re- 
NBC, 


(7) sounded 


up yesteryear pop favorites with 
contemporaneous current events, 
public affairs. sports highlights of 


that period. It was effective musico- 
newscast nostalgia. Average mass 
association of pop song hits of the 
past has always spelled general ap- 
peal, and the NBC show emphasized 
that the more. Using ‘Bird in Gilded 
Cage’ as the signature song fore and 
aft, the hit cavalcade reprised many 
that are still actively heard on the 
air. Evolution of the program deftly 
brought it up to date with ‘Still of 
| the Night,’ not too oldish Cole Porter 
item, then ‘Mister Meadowlark,’ cur- 
rent pop, and finally a forecast into 
the vocal future, ‘Its a Mighty 
| Pretty Night for Love,’ pegged as 
a prophetic hit-to-be. 





Louis B. Wasmer, owner of KHG 
'and KGA, Spokane, appointed to 
| Board of Regents of the Gonzaga 
; University. 


‘last of the Red Hot! 
| Mommas’ and gave correct lead to! 


always | 


by | 


| WELCOME LEWIS SINGING BEE 
| With Art Gentry, Jackson Wheeler 
| Musical Quiz 

30 Mins. 
| Sustaining 
| Saturday, 10:30 a.m. 
| WABC-CBS, New York 


| Welcome Lewis and Haze} Flynn 
| had a musical quiz on WHN, New 
| York, back in 1938 of which this one, 
in revived but revised form, is a 
spiritual descendant. Actually the 
Lewis-Flynn program was one 
the first, if not the first, of its kind 
and rated, but did not get, some of 


Their faith 
singing bee having lately 


| set-ups later gathered. 
in the 


| found an echo in the CBS program ' 


department, the new and embel- 
lished show became, on Saturday 
last, part of the new program cam- 
paign to inject ginger and audience 
| appeal in that segment of the radio 
week. 

Basically it’s the same idea: mem- 
bers of ‘the studio audience are 
challenged to sing, hum, whistle or 


ber. This provides spontaneous 
merriment. There are musical 
| charades mixed in. The idea is to 


have fun and not to take the ques- 


The comedy is hokey and easy to 
|comprehend and high-spirited. For 
the opening session the knack of se- 
lecting likely participants was evi- 
| dent, for several of those who col- 
lided with and knocked the wind 
out of the melodies assigned to them 
were genuine characters. 

The program pays off to partici- 
pants varying 


decided by Miss Lewis. 
from nine to 17c for 


Anywhere 
trying 


succeeding. At the finale, for a cli- 


maxing giggle, a live 


| 


| prize. 


/at quizzes.’ 
| the saucy nature of the continuity. 
There are one or twe 


but this is never 
|is being peddled. This is a novelty 
show, a female hokefest and bait for 
the Saturday morning’ carnival 
mood of the American home (with 
the old man increasingly present due 
to the five-day week). 

| Couple of CBS staffers, Art Gentry 
and Jackson Wheeler, plus some in- 
eidental (unbilled) music which 
chimes in as impromptu accompani- 
ment now and again, are included. 
Program has been put together with 


considerable imagination both in the | 


scripting and the directing, and Miss 


Lewis as the mistress in charge con- | 
ducts herself and her callers easily | 


and authoritatively. 


as it unrolls and should 
larity. 


find popu- 
Land. 


‘THIS, OUR AMERICA’ 
Talk, Music 
30 Mins. 
Sustaining 
Wednesday, 8 p.m. 
WJZ-NBC, New York 

Magnitude of this subject on paper 
must have overawed 
writers and producers. Instead of 
trying to break the subject down 


into small, simplified bits, those re- | 


sponsible for the series have elected 
to cover much too much ground per 
program, and in blunderbuss fash- 
ion. The facts and figures are art- 
lessly documented and the _ story 
which the series seeks to tell proves 
far from attention-gripping or in- 
spiring. “This, Our America’ is not 
good, up-to-the-minute radio. 

The purpose of the series is to 
provoke the American masses into 
realizing what tremendous efforts 
are being made, and must be made, 
to carry out the current defense 
program and how the American way 
of life can be defended and why it’s 
worth defending. The National Re- 


sources Planning Board is the co- 
operative tieup on this series. 
The initial installment (3) was 


primed to do a lot of pointing with 
pride. It paraded in statistical form 
the vast natural, industrial, trans- 
portation, communications and labor 


resources that are America’s. It 
examined some of these tools in de- 
tail and admitted there are many 
socio-economic wrongs vet to be 
rectified. It proclaimed that force 
has been foreign to our way of life 
but now that force threatens us 
democracy must gird itself with all 
resources at its command. It closed 


with the assurance that democracy 
can be saved, despite the drastic 
shift to a military economy. 

This initial installment’s weakness 
was due primarily to two causes. 
Too. many facts and points were 
crowded into the half hour, and the 
technique used leaned strongly to 
the monotonous side. First, there 
was a series of voices, 
nated to make a brief statement. 
Later came the question and answer 
routine and toward the end a few 
dramatic bits were slipped in. The 


rattling of an adding machine and | 


the ringing of a strength-testing bell 
punctuated most of the narrative. 
| They were intended as symbols but 
in due time they became fused with 
the general fog of words and _ in- 
4 cidental sounds. Odec. 


of | 


the credit that similar production | 


hoot the strains of a popular num- | 


tions or the program too solemnly. | 


amounts arbitrarily 


but 
| missing; ranging from 74 to 99c for 


duck was 
| wheeled on and awarded as booby 


Contestants are called ‘guffeys.’ A 
| guffey is the program’s definition for | 
| such ‘guys or gals who are wizzes 
Which is a sample of 


quick 
| snatches of Welcome Lewis’ singing, 
stressed on the 
theory that the singing is not what 


| The show will pick up momentum | 


NBC’s staff of | 


each desig- , 


, TOM WILLIAMS 
|*Old Dirt Dobber’ 

| Herticulturist 

| 25 Mins. 

| Sustaining 

| Saturday, 11:05 a.m. 

| WABC-CBS, New York 

A five-minute interval of news at 

11 a.m. came ahead of the fourth 
program in the series launched last 
week by Columbia for the purpose of 
making Saturday morning commer- 
cially alluring. The final entry in 
the new Saturday order originated 
at WLAC, Nashville, a CBS affiliate. 
(‘Let’s Be Lazy,’ the first of the four 

half-hours, originated at WBBM, Chi- 

cago). 

| Tom Williams has 


been locally 
broadcasting for some time comment 
about flowers and plants and things 
| that grow, and insects that prevent 
|their growing, and fertilizer and 
seeds and whatnot. Now he has a 
national audience and CBS will test 
whether such a program can attract 
national sponsorship. CBS has ob- 
| viously been prompted in this se- 
‘lection of ‘Old Dirt Dobber’ by a 
hunch. Myriads of good, solid citi- 
'zenry putter in gardens. They col- 
lectively make the backyard sec- 
tions of Saturday and Sunday news- 
papers a vrofitable side-line. Why 
not, CBS has reasoned. a radio pro- 
gram for these implacable uprooters? 
| Williams speaks well if not very 
,colorfully and knows his stuff. He 
| disclaimed omniscience on the sub- 
ject, but for ordinary purposes, his 
| knowledge seemed likely to be equal 
;to most strains that might be put 
upon it. While the audience of such 
a program as this must be highly 
, Se’ective, and while Williams scarcely 
can convert the heathen apartment 
| dwellers who haven't a geranium to 
| their names, the CBS hunch that a 
rambling talk on gardening may be 
| sales-worthy sounded plausible et 
| this hearing. Lond, 


GEORGE McCALL 
| ‘The Man From Hollywoed,’ With 
| Lud Gluskin Orchestra 
| Anecdota, Playlets, Music 
| 30 Mins, 
| Sustaining 
| Friday, 8 p.m. 

WABC-CBS, New York 

George McCall’s previous pro- 
| grams dealing with Hollywood chit- 
|chat and personalities have been 
partly sponsored, partly unsponsored. 
| He was the victim of the war ten- 
| sion last August and September, be- 
ing blitzkrieged by the news bulle- 
tins so that a promising program 
wes repeatedly cancelled out, then 
sidetracked, then ultimately and un- 
deservedly dropped. He now returns 
under the personal wing of CBS v.p. 
Bill Lewis with a fixed spot. The 
prospects seem sanguine. 

For purposes of analogy only, the 
program might be loosely character- 
ized as a sort of ‘We, The People’ of 
Hollywood. (There is no actual 
| similiarity to the Sanka stanza in 
style of presentation.) McCall digs 
up persons of unusual occupations 
or experiences. Not stars, but run- 
of-the-factory personnel. As _ for 
example, Gladys Henry, who con- 
ducts a school on the Universal lot 
for teen-age thespians.. Or Jim 
Daugherty, who is the mix-master 
for the cement blocks in which stars’ 
hoofs are imbedded in the courtyard 
of Grauman’s Chinese theatre. Or 
# rub-down man from the Para- 
mount lot. And a_ voice-doubler 
(for singing sequences). These scat- 
tered elements are brought together 
into a production that last Friday 
(5) had the professional touch in 
direction, quite a few quiet chuckles 
seeded in the text, and the expert 
musical bridging of CBS house ma- 
| estro Lud Gluskin. There's a story- 
behind-the-story dramatization, this 
time the suicide of an ex-star that 
allegedly inspired ‘A Star Is Born.’ 

The half-hour jells as entertain- 
ment against the background of the 
film industry. The light touch pre- 
venis any idolatrous taint that 
makes many film fan broadcasts 
nauseous, 

First broadeast proceeded smooth- 


ly, although McCall was occasion- 
ally talking over a quavering pa- 
late. Land. 


‘KING OF THE CONGO’ 

With Eileen Herlihy, James Urqvart, 
Ben Levy, James McKechnie, lan 
Sadler, Jack Sinclair, Three Cal- 
lege Boys, Kimle Stephen's Or- 
chestra, 

40 mins. 

Tuesday, 9:26 

BBC, London. 

This is the kind of thing BBC does 
excellently, an original book and 
lyrics for radio production, clever, 
smooth and first rate musical enter- 
tainment. Comedy came from Scot- 
tish studios of BBC. 

Piece ribbed the Tarzan legend in 
its musical treatment of the Mission- 
ary and daughter rescued by ‘Mar- 
zipan’ King of the Jungle. Girl 
teaches the fella how to love and he 
turns out to be son of an old Ox- 
ford grad who'd gone astray in the 

adlands. The way one crack had it, 
the Oxford influence accounted for 
why he couldn’t speak English. 

Yarn was unfolded a la FitzPat- 
rick ‘Travel Talk,’ allowing for @ 
narrator to spot the action. Herlihy 
girl most pleasing and a honey of «a 
voice to lyric with. Cast obviously 
pro stuff, not a muff in the company; 
| plaver handling the native chief role 

particularly effective; melodying of 

Urguart ran a little weak on the ear. 
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rge Stations Outside N. A. B. 
To Tie-in With Aug. 3 ‘Radio Day 


Washington, July 9 

Non-network stations are being in- 
vited to join the industry's forth- 
zg jamboree when the New 
and San Francisco fairs join 
‘radio day, Aug. 3 In- 
to the independent plants 
gut last week from the Na- 
Association of Broadcasters, 
transmitter to take 
‘star-studded’ broadcast c 
listeners appreciation 
‘outstanding public service 
Jered 

Lines will be run 
chain affiliate, with 
carrying the program. Opening of 
the doors is part of the move to 
amphasize ‘national unity’ and carry 
hom2 the freedom of expression 
privilege characterizing Amercian 
radi» 


comin 
York 
hands fou 
Vitations 
went 

tional 
urging every 
part im 


veying 


ymi- 
of 


ren- 


to the nearest 
all three webs 


St. Louis, July 9 

A special 30 mins. musical and 
dramatic program last week signal- 
ized KSD’s return to full time on 
550 ke recently granted by FCC 
which divorced this station and 
KFUO, the Lutheran station which 
now operates, full time, on 830 kc 
The program, written and produced 
by Jim Dutson, aramatized the 
growth and development of KSD 
and reproduced the early days of 
radio. The static and squealing was 
faithfully reproduced. 

Special music for the full-time 
program was conducted by the sta- 
tion’s musical director, Russ David 
George M. Burbach, general man- 
azer of KSD, and Elmer Konoerns- 
child, program director of KFUO, 
spoke briefly. KSD has been oper- 
ating since Aug. 9, 1922 


Gottlieb Touring MBS 


Lester Gottheb, publicity director 
of Mutual network, trained to Burt- 
falo last night (Tuesday) as first leg 
in one of his periodic swingarounds 
»x§ Mutual affiliates. This time he 
hits Detroit, Cleveland, Minneapolis, 

Louis and Chicago 
Not settled if he 
on vention 


St 


goes to NAB 


Wayne Sanders to Dayton 
Dayton, July 9 
Sanders, who has been 
the Musical Steelmakers 
program for Wheeling Steel, comes 
t» town this week to take over as 
grogeam chief of WING here 
Expected that debut of 


Wayne 


Dianist on 


Sanders 


here will mean considerable increase 
in general production activity at 
WING 


| establishment 


news 





SHOWMANSHIP PLAQUE 


SCORES A CONCESSION 


Pittsburgh, July 9 
Variety awarded its 
Wwwsw 
conceded a 


Because 
sports plaque to last year 
Pittsburgh 
Afternoon daily is willing to 
leads the 
respect and hes 
now to list WWSW 
but nothing more. 


Press has 
point 
indie station 


that 


that 
local field 
condescended 


sports broadcasts, 


admit 


in 


Feud is really not between WWSW 
and Press, but between Post-Gazette, 
which controls station, and the 
Scripps-Howard sheet. When a cou- 
yle of months ago, papers began call- 
ing each other names as result of a 
battle ove reported advertising 

‘ages, Press struck back by elim- 
nating WWSW’'s daily schedules and 
all mention of station from its radio 


WWSW countered by regularly an- 
nouncing that station's listings could 
be found in Pittsburgh’s two ‘out- 
standing’ papers. 
and the Sun-Telegraph. 


Ed Leech, 


head of Press, told station manager | 


Frank Smith his outlet was un- 
important anyway, that it didn’t 
have a network affiliation and that 


it reached only a small local public. 
and he didn’t feel like wasting space 
on its activities. Smith countered by 
pointing out that Varrery had named 
it the oustanding sports station in 
the country a year ago. 

So Leech said all right, he would 
have WWSW’s sportscasts listed, but 
nothing else. There the feud stands 
at the moment. 


| Mexican Inspectors 


The Post-Gazette , 


Mexican City, J ily 9. 
Operating expenses of com- 
mercial radio stations in Mexico 
have been increased with the 
enactment of a law which de- 
mands that each such station be 


watched by a government in- 
spector and that the stations pay 
the wages of these officials. 


The inspectors are appointed 


by the ministry of communica- , 
tions and public works, ruler of 
aic affairs this country. 





Canada Bans 
Wax Repeats 
On Mutual 





Mutual at the request of the Ca- 
nadian Broadcasting Corp. has asked 
its affiliates to stop taking the lat- 
ff 


broadcasting 


ter’s programs on records for 


later The rap from 
the CBC was prompted particularly 
by the practice of some of Mutual 
stations giving this delayed treat- | 
ment to the Percy Faith programs, 
which originate from Toronto. 

Note from CBS was signatured by 
T. W. Baker, supervisor of program | 
clearance, and read: 

‘Would you be kind enough to ad- 
vise your affiliated stations who 
have been in the habit of recording 
and repeating Canadian Broadcast- 
ing Corp. programs fed to them, that | 
such practice is entirely contrary to, 


our wishes. I cannot overempha- | 
size the serious consequence in- 
volved in this matter and our dis- 


favorable reaction to it.’ 


| Friday 


St. Louis, July 9. 
Nicholas  Pagliara, 
manager and program supervisor of 
the West Virginia (WCHS, 
Charleston: WSAZ, 
WPAR, Parkersburg, 
Clarksburg’, became general 


web 


man- 


ager and supervisor of sales at WEW, | 
station, | 


the St. Louis University 


| Monday (8) succeeding Al S. Foster. 
Wallace A.) 


Foster and Father 
Burk, S. J.. came here from WWL, 
the Loyola University station, New 
Orleans, in 1937, and converted 
WEW which had been maintained 
by private contributions for 16 years 
into a commercial station. Foster, 
as general sales manager, is credited 
with having put the station 
profit-making basis in this highly 
competitive radio field. Two years 
ago the station was completely mod- 


ernized and $50,000 worth of new 
| equipment, etc., was purchased. 
While Foster's contract ran until 


Sept. 5 he made an amicable settle- 
ment with Father Harry B. Crim- 
mins, S. J., prez of the university 
His contract contained 
a clause whereby he was entitled to 
commissions on certain accounts for 
52 weeks after termination. It 
was on this point the adjustment 
was made. 


(3). 


its 


Foster will remain in St. Louis 
having become interested in a move 


to bring a new industry, that has | Hungarians and Croatians. 


headquarters in New York and Hol- 
lywood, into the local radio field. 
Details are lacking. Father Burk de- 
clined to discuss the reasons for 
Foster’s departure asserting that a 


AL FOSTER OUT OF WEW, | 
PAGLIARA GETS JOB 


Ends Sponsorship 


commercial | 


Huntington; | 
and WBLK, | 


on a 


Procter & Gamble 


Of Foreign Lingo 


Pittsburgh, July 9. 


Treasuries of both 


WWSW and 
| KQV were dealt a blow last week 
when management announced they 


|had cancelled all foreign-language 


. 

| broadcasts and would in future ped. 
|} die news only in English. Most 
}serious at WWSW, resulting from 


| withdrawal of Procter & 
| accounts aimed exclusively 
e:gn-born population locally 

Few smaller sponsors also termi. 
inated contracts, though none was ag 
| financially important as P&G. Best 
local advertisers for alien tongue 
broadcasts here have been brewers 
‘wine companies and macaroni and 
| spaghetti makers. In future. WWSw 
|}and KQV state, native music alone 
| will be used to hold foreign-born 
| listeners, and only titles of 
j}are to be announced in a 
language. 

WWSW has been a pioneer here in 
foreign-language broadcasts, its Sun- 
day morning hour proving a 


Gamble 
at for- 


songs 
foreign 


great 


| feature to Pittsburgh's foreign-born 


population of more than 60,000. Ger- 


|mans, Liths, Czechs, Poles, Italians, 


| 


mimeographed statement which told | | 
|all foreign-tongue scripts following 


of Pagliara’s career and making no 
mention of Foster was sufficient. 


Earle J. Glade of KSL, elected to 
the governing board of the Salt Lake 
City Chamber of Commerce, 


Canadian Admen and Broadcasters In 


light to Hold Profitable Radio News 


July 9. 
Three-cornered battle raged here 
last Wednesday (3) at the Mount 
Royal hotel during a closed meet- 
ng of broadcasters and agency men 
with Canadian Broadcasting Co. rep- 
resentatives anent proposals for the 
of a new order in 
in Canada. Pro- 
sponsored news is 
hotly contested News 
3; Canada radio’s most plausible 
‘ommodity for advertising show- 
manship after hockey. 


Montreal, 


broadcasting 
posal to ban all 


till Heing 
> il pDeIng 


Present at the conclave were rep- 
resentatives of the Canadian Asso- 
on of Broadcasters for the sta- 
Canadian Association of Ad- 
vertising Agencies for sponsors, the 


ait 


‘ nz 
itis, 


CBC and Walter Thompson, press! 
chief of the Canadian National Rail- 
ways, who had been named by the 
government to make a report on the 
newscasting situation 

that broadcast- 
are endeavor- 


Understanding is 
ers and men 
ing to effect a compromise so that 
sponsorship of news can be con- 
tinued. This could be achieved only 
through some modification of the re- 
cently promulgated stand taken in 
the House of Commons, 


agency 


No Position to Urge Stand 
With 


ment 


Thompson 

from the 
sponsored 
without 


the CNR 


holding assign- | 
government to see 
can be elimi- 
creating new prob- 
press chief is ob- 


how 
nated 
lems, 


news 
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A Z25-WORD CAPSULE 


Compounded by Okiahoma’s Biggest Local Drug Chain 


® Okiahoma’s biggest local drug chain takes time out from filling 
prescriptions for Oklahoma City physicians to write one for adver- 


tisers, The directions are: “To a good product add a full measure of 
regular advertising over WKY.” Veazey’s has found its own prescrip- 
tion an effective tonic for building sales volume. 
eight stores over WKY twelve years ago. Today twenty modern, busy 
Veazey stores serve avery section of Oklahoma City. Today, as in 
“We have been highly pleased with results, 
both from general publicity and direct results. 
operation of WKY during the past year.” 


1930, Veazey’s reports: 


It began exploiting 


Thanks for the co- 





2 @ ae 
OKLAHOMA CITY 


IWNED ANT 


OPFRATED BY 


OKLAH 





| daily press is 


jc asting 


viously in 
change of 


no position to urge a 
the stand taken Par- 
liament. Results of the three-way 
skirmish were indecisive, from ac- 
counts, and the conference later last 
week moved from Montreal to Ot- 
tawa., 
Strong 


In 


that the Ca- 
nadian Association of Broadcasters 
may try to get the Canadian Press 
to sell its service for sponsorship 
Whether the CP ceuld furnish a 
commercial service to a medium 
here considered opposition to the 
questionable, but it 
some such proposal 


possibil.cy 


that 
m ade. 


appears 
will be 
Howe Sympathetic 


Discussions held by broadcasters 


| and agency men with Walter Thomp- 
| son 


were generally labelled as ‘un- 
satisfactory.’ Ray of hape, however, 
vouchsafed the broadcasters by Hon. 
C. D. Howe, Transport Minister, to 
whom they appealed on following 
day at Ottawa. Belief is held that 
Howe will try to solve problem in 
way that stations will not suffer any | 
great losses in revenue as a result 
of any changes in the news broad- | 
picture, 


Farlier 
this year, German broadcasts had 
been cut off the air ‘because they 
conflicted with Sunday afternoon 
baseball game time.’ 

Local indie station had employed 
an interpreter, Paul Dargis, to edit 


a near-fatal slip that almost 


per- 


|; mitted a fiery radical Yugo-Slav to 


go on the air back in 1937. Station's 
decision to eliminate every language 
but English has now cost Dargis 


| his job 


WWSW was first to make 
nouncement, with KQV, which, 
ever, never made 
of the foreign stuff, 
a few days later. 


the an- 
how- 
mueh 


just 


quite 


a0 


P 
followtng 


WGN’s ‘Sneak Preview 


July 9 


arvanged 


Chicago, 
A ‘sneak preview’ was 


iast week by Frank Schreiber and 
Biil Bacher of WGN to present a 
new comedy variety show to Free- 
man Keyes of the Russell Seeds 
agency and Brown & Williamson 
tobacco execs for proposed Avalon 
cigaret sponsorship. 

Chicago Tribune ran an ad on the 


radio page on this ‘sneak preview’ 
and the WGN audience studio 
filed to overflowing At 
of the preview public audition, 
audience was asked to fill 
on program reaction, with the cards 
turned over to and agency 
Count-up showed more than 85% of 
the audience stated that they'd like 


was 
end 
the 
in cards 


the 


sponsor 


to hear the auditioned show on their 
radio regularly. 
WBT’s Kirby on WSOC 
Charlotte, N. C., July 9 


Lee Kirby, member of the sports 
staff at WBT, Charlotte, N. C., has 
been hired by the Atlantic Refining 
io broadcast a special baseball series 
over WSOC, Charloite. 

Kirby continues his regular stat 
duties at WBT. 
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JGH 1a BELIEF OF 
JOHN SHEPARD, dD 


President of FM _ Broad- 
casters Replies to Recent 
Anonymous Attack on 
New Engineering System 





‘FOUGHT AUTOS, TOO’ 


By JOHN SHEPARD, 3D 
President, FM Broadcasters, Inc. 
President, Yankee Network 


Scattered broadside across the 
country during the past two weeks 
has been a four-page anonymous 
blast against FM, mailed from Bir- 
mingham, Alabama, in a plain en- | 
velope, and titled querelously ‘Why 
Frequency Modulation?’ Many news- 
papers and broadcast station owners 
have been recipients of this mimeo- | 
graphed piece that bears no indica- 
tion of its origin other than the post- 
mark. 

Taking a let-well-enough-alone at- 
titude, the article denies that the | 
average American radio listener is! 
bothered by static or reception 
noises, refutes the notion that the 
public ever appreciate fuller- 
fidelity natural-sounding pro- 
grams, and weeps soitly for the 826 
standard broadcasters—‘the — great 
majority of whom have worked long 
and hard over a period of years to | 
develop a which they | 
thought justified them in creating an 
American institution which was 
something besides just an advertis- 
ing medium.’ 

FM, the 
antagonist, is all a big plot to bene- 
fit the manufacturers and is being 
foisted on the American public in 
spite of the good and faithful manner 
standard broadcasting has served Mr 
and Mrs. America. 


can 
more 


franchise 


according to anonymous 


Static Small Part 
Aside from a lack of good faith, 
evidenced by the sender’s unwilling- 
ness to sign his name, the piece also 
displays a notable unfamiliarity with 
the benefits and aims of FM 

casting. 
The elimination 


broad- 


of static, cited as 
& primary objective of FM, is but a 
smal{ part of the noise-free advan- 


tages boasted by frequency modula- 


tion. It is true that radio surveys 
show only a small percentage of the 
listening audience is bothered by 


static Surveys, notwithstanding 
also indicate that almost every urban 
dweller at some time or other during |} 
the day is bothered by an extremely 
high back: emanating 
from electrical 
ranging from diathermy machines to 
electric 


round noise 


man-made 


aevice 


razors Only the stations 
Privileged to use highest power can 


break through such a barrage 
It is not, however, necessary to 


re- 
sort to surveys to prove this point 
The ay erage American owns an am- 
plitude modulation receiver: there- 
fore the average American knows 
Higher Treble 

Alle Zation No of hic yha 
Urade against FM is that the radi¢ 
listener does not want ‘high-f 
and is quite satisfied with the re- 
Ception quality of his press re 
ceiver The term ‘high fide 
nebulous as a fog-ba k even i1d10 
engineers cannot decide what cor 
Slitutes ‘high fidelit: 

Therefore FM does not. as the let- 
ter blandly states, ballyhoo ‘high-fi- 
delity’ as one ot its virtues. The 


claim instead is made that FM offers 
& degree of naturalness that ap- 
proaches far closer to actual sound 
than is possible under the existing 





System of radio transmission and its 


attendant circumstances. 
It is not simply a matter of FM's 


ability to convey a higher treble | 


range, as many seem to think. The 
entire frequency of 


range 
from bass notes the 


up to thresh- 


old of audibility and beyond, is per- | 


fectly reproduced with all inherent 
“armonies and overtones. And this 
'S against a background of dead 
Silence, instead of rushing, hissing 
Carrier noise. 


Othe; 


sound, }| 


omnipresent and omniscient ; 


surveys seem to 


turns the tone control on his present 
receiver to the bass position, thus in- 


dicating ipso facto that he doesn’t | 


care for ‘high-fidelity.’ 

He does this, whether he realizes 
it or not, primarily because the bass 
position minimizes the noizy back- 


ground that affecis the intelligibility 
re- 


of the amplitude modulation 
ceiver and makes it sound brittie 
when highs are iniroduced. 
And...one final refutation of the 
anonymous claims...FM_ receivers, 
with even their better loudspeakers, 
should cost no more under produc- 
tion methods than ordinary AM sets 
according to the opinions of im- 


indicate that the 
average radio listener unconsciously | 


four-page blast 
certainly 


of FM's third 
important advantage 
permits hundreds and evens thou- 
sands of FM stations to operate 
throughout the nation at the same 
time without cross-interference, time- 
sharing, power-juggling and all the 
other headaches that mark and mar 
, Standard broadcasting. 

There is no cognizance of the fact 
that FM offers a solution to the in- 
, Voluntary monopoly that is gripping 
standard broadcasting, that makes it 
an increasingly closed field for the 
newcomer. 

Perhaps this omission is significant. 
| Anonymity, while hardly a testi- 


and 


that 


paperman knows, makes a suitable 


} upset overnight haunts you, 


' down 
mony to good faith as every news- | 


‘RADIO PROGRESS NEEDS F-M 


4- 


— 


; ! ; 
particularly if the sniper happens to : duce new sets and equipment, must 


hold a license issued by that same 
government body. 

The general intent and purpose be- 
hind the recently circulated broad- 
side is about as subtle as an anvil. 

And so, if the fallacious bugaboo 
of an industry having its applecart 
if the 
progressive prospect of a new and 
parallel broadcasting industry start- 
ing up alarms you (as outlined in 
anonymous missives) — remember 
that the man who made buggy whips 
wasn’t particularly happy either 
when the first automobile chugged 
Main Street. 

If FM benefits the manufacturers, 
it also certainly opens a wey for 


hire more workers. New talent must 
be developed for the air. Radio has 


a chance to expand into even a 
national force. 
And so...on one hand you have 


an impetus to business, employment, 
culture—plus an improved, competi- 


| tive service to the natien. 


On the other hand you have the 
prospect of a carefully entrenched 
clique Of broadcasters being faced 
with unwanted progress and a little 
American institution known as com- 
petition. 

Only one of these has a place in 
what we like to call the American 


; system of broadcasting. 



































partial radio engineers. zloak to hide under while criticizing | many more stations on the air. These | CKRC, new broadcasting station 
Anti-Monopoly the actions and decisions of the Fed- stations will need new personnel.| opened in Revelstoke, B. C. W. R. 
No mention has been made in the eral Communications Commission... Manufacturers, if they are to pro- | Sherwood is manager. 
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A CHARLESTON, W. VA. 

Vs: Population—1930 60,408 

yo Retail Sales—1$39 $35,827,000" 

if Wholesale Sales—1938 $54,471,000" 

4 Per Cent of Nation's 
y: Buying Power (Trading Area) .3564° 
KEE Radio Homes—1938 32,289 
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throughout 


all of WLW’s 


(Kanawha County) 
*Estimated by Sales Management. 


Nation’s Station. In Charleston, for example, WLW 


primary 





FIVE hours from Cincinnati by 
train but split seconds by WLW 


... that’s the comprehensive, economical way you cover 


more than a score of rich trading areas when you use The 


is a 


daily listening habit. So retailers in Charleston, as well as 


area, are naturally 


the resulting consumer preference for WLW- 


advertised brands. 


THE NATION'S 


mos Wlerchanidise-ahle 
STATION 








“_ 








283 RADIO VARIET? 


NEW CLUES TO FCC BASIC RADIO POLICIES 


Wednesday, July 10, 19149 


Inside Stuf—Radio =i : 











Spooner mm 


Expected to be ousted from his job in a N. Y. advertising agency 














: ‘ ; be. 
| NS cause of his constant airing of praise for Adolf Hitler, is an unnaturalized 
| German whose connection was originally obtained for him by a relative I 
| by marriage. The relative is an official of an important account held by 
re + this agency. While the embarrassed heads of the agency involved were e 
, - ; r -.| gathering material to justify the ouster, the employe recently became ; 
F ° Presque Isles’ entry on its own for ” f Gmere ; ; ~~ wecame ili, sé 
Important Quotations From Commish Reports Throw tunes = the agency heads decided to defer any action until he returned to the - 
bd ° 4 4 yj . . s “ © ° ° 
Light on Its Approach— ‘Financial Qualification The Licensee's Ability Because of the relative’s radio program the German was frequently ; 
‘The statute’ however, does not re- around one of the network's studios. During the course of the Nazis’ in. ps 
to Operate Is Interpreted "e the Commission to consider the vasion of the low countries and France the military successes were, ap- h 
‘sc : - po en er the ‘competition of the | Parently, too much for him to restrain himself and he sounded off long L 
etrec 7 honest hi ; . : 
Washington, July 9 findings. Going somewhat farther new station will have on the exist- nae loud ee ee Hitler regime. He also boasted of h 
zton, Ju . > m 8s. s . . ee ated i n itler’s earlies s. 
Which way ox Senate is blowing | then ever before, regulators declared | ing ~y a ee ee aa isnt ~ cee 
* nig he c ‘ ire | ‘for b ypothesis the existin - ae : 
over the terrain of the Federal Com- the present statute wor = yee sant bredlieaie omer qualified when Commentators who are enjoying a Hitler-created prosperity on the h 
munications Commission was made —— = Po gears Peragprsead ‘the license was granted to him and| American radio have in some instances been marked by peculiar choices F 
a lot clearer recently through official Then they proces a eS — to show | the statute makes his success or fail-| in personal managers. This is due, in trade opinion, to their unfamiliarity b 
explanations of Commission attitude | of y se: ae ot me ae the new-|ure in the broadcasting business de-| with theatrical and radio practices and, incidentally, with big money. One . 
These expressions, buried in lengthy | the basis for “ag ied oma Erie is! pend solely on ‘his ability to make | highly-rated commentator has been handled by an obscure literary per- v 
texts, are of universal concern to) pre . ig . ge ss scsi a 0 rograms attractive to the pub-| Sonage notable for his unattractive personality and lofty style of speaking i +a 
broadcasters. There are two appar- a Sere bradiger quote is from the Su-| to admen and newspapermen. Another commentator committed himself # 
ently governing principles FCC un- plant. — os Fina to one advertising agency under conditions that make it very improbable 
derscored: _ | Position of the Supreme Court in proms Court.) , ' any other advertising agency would want to hire him. S 
a. The more stations in operation 4, vital Sanders Bros. case was|_ It is inescapable that “re — as : 
the better off radio will be, and the .... , WLEU. the Com-,| Congress would be completely nu - | ato t ! 
public. bog aa ee that the | lified and the Supreme Court's dec- | Horace Heidt's Pot of Gold’ program on NBC paid out $1,900 last week < 
b. Existing stations, no matter hichest judge ‘made it perfectly laration concerning the desirable ef- | to a Columbus, O., minister, orchestra leader announcing it was the second | C 
what their record of public service, clear’ that the law contemplates ‘fects of competition would be ren-| time a minister had won. Ohio clergyman, married and the father of three t 
have no claims upon protective con- competition and first-comers cannot | dered entirely meaningless if the children, had been ona Sunday school picnic afternoon of broadcast. Heidt e 
siderations. iA : ee. expect to be protected against rivalry /Commission were required to deny quipped that Columbus discovered America and we have discovered i 
These Na ner gion bh oe under all conditions. The decision |a new station permission to enter the | Columbus’, ; , 
were ‘maimtainee 8 ei ry wns cot said also there is no obligation to, field merely because it would ad-| ore tick 
cant litigation ~. ys Langer nin make a specific finding about the | versely affect the ability of an exist-| Young & Rubicam agency was astonished when Assistant Secretary of ! 
Counsel William J. , egg d . effect of competition on the incum-_| ing station to continue to serve the | War Louis A. Johnson was booked for ‘We, the People’ within three hours C 
stered the denial a woes om SS bent. public. | of first broaching the subject. Intermediary and fast action-getter wag 
pair of petitions by present station | 


. : . : ; I 
ugh : | ‘It is a direct contradiction of the, G. W. Johnstone, radio director of the Democratic National Committee. 
ee anaen ‘tee ont mie ieiaod \dateion othe Dubusa fispute. the | Proposition that free competition is! Johnson is first of several who will dramatize national defense needs 











; =] inci i | on the program. I 
their interests. The Commish re-| Commish asserted ‘if as a result ad ee ype gear, alc yoni ” Rete 
fused to reconsider its decision that | prospective competition a new sta- | 5YStem © BUSEENS ea oa +) : ; 
we | that the Commission is under a duty William S. Paley’s estate on Long Island is supplying the vegetable 
KFUO, Clayton, Mo., should be per-| tion would not be able to render | : . —— _ ; | on ; ying getables 
: 5 : 4. |to consider the effect which com-| served in the private executive dining room at CBS headquarters at 485 
mitted to move from 550 to 830 ke or adequate service, or both the exist-| “7. a eo Rie dquarters ¢ 
; r |: : | petition may have upon the ability| Madison avenue, New York. This recalls that when still a resident of 
to reopen the case which led to grant/ing and the new station could not | . . hit — J a a reside 
: ; . vr . ‘of an existing licensee to continue , Chicago some years ago, Albert Lasker, of Lord & Thomas, used to use hi 
for a new station at Erie, Pa. In survive,,it is obvious that the ap-|1) oe the public limousine to bring in eggs for L. & T. execs aor alhns 
each instance, the regulators justi-|plicant would not be financially | ‘° S°'Y P 8: oe os Se 
fied their turndowns by references | qualified within the meaning of the ‘Free Competition’ Gabri ; , sabe iS as 
to the important Pottsville and statute. There is manifestly a vital| .... . Sy ; sabriel Heatter will pay out about $1,200 in line charges to the Lake 
Sanders Bros. tiffs. | distinction between the situation It 1s" implicit in the — of free | Placid region of New York to continue his Liberty magazine commitment ( 
Me Conventemee Belers | where an applicant is not financially | competition that public interest can-| for six weeks. He arranged for all his other shows to release him for ‘ 
sai . Hp : ; ” | not possibly be adversely affected by | doctor-ordered rest. 
Just because an existing plant has | qualified, either because of competi- the failure of an existing station to i 
an application on the fire, it cannot|tion or otherwise, and the case a ’ ORB ve -) 

. | ‘ens : : | survive due to increased competition, = ot core ae a 
expect the FCC to delay action on|where the applicant is financially | b se this result cannot follow un- Paul White has developed the CBS listening post activities into a prime 
other matters, it was said in rejec-| and otherwise qualified but where ocause ving: ea” Ry: | publicity-getter for the network. Dailies have been getting prett sad 
; : , : Fe reader? less the new station’s competitive Me ge *y- g y broad- 
tion of the plea of WCHD, Chicago, | the effect of granting his application nity aan the neues & manetier | minded in recent months in crediting radio for news pickups from Europe. 
for a new hearing on the KFUO| will be te drive an existing station | © . oe — ee ’ 


ropositi - 4 | ePaper : a _|public service. In other words, un- | - | 
the regulators noted that WCBD, petition” | der the statute, competition which system of free competition is de-/ CY ETTW OIT CHAN 
e ’ lan applicant has to face may be im-| signed to produce .. . GES 


which is waiting for a chance to tell | | ‘Competition for advertisers which CHICAGO AGENCIES 


ag ge see Begs Bacco aoe Occasionally, the regulators went | portant because his financial quali- | 
Chicago, July 9 


from 1080 to 830 with 5 kw days, will | on, the effect of the existing opera-/| fications may depend on it; but the |}means competition for listeners 
; : ‘he can obtain ample revenue. But! tion need not be considered by the!|ers, which results in the improve- Skelly Oil account has switched to 
if' the latter is demonstrated to be | ; " ae ' *» we F 

é ben eae | Skelly Oil has been a Blackett-Sam- 
three applications from the Potts- | 
was that Congressional desires for | Herne is on WGN with a five-a-week 


heve its dey in court anid thet the | ton on the newcomer is relevant, | effect of competition with which an| necessarily results in rivalry be- 

ts the oitkita lnkenaet. ‘Sile i ontee | this is not the case in the Erie tiff,| Commission under the statute be-| ment of the quality of their program | the Henri Hurst & McDonald agency 

ville area after once deciding in | fi pie-Huramert for some time, with 

competition, backed up by wheel 5 » ‘2 7 e e ° late evening news shot for Twenty 
Of Mi n ds of Te le VDISI Oni App li CA A} ts Grand cigaret through the Weiss 


Herne, 





able action on.the WCBD application | the prospective broadcaster proves | result of the operation of a new sta- | calculated to attract and hold listen- 
took in scheduling a new hearing on | WLEU is yelping about the effect of|is only the end-product which a‘ American system of broadcasting.’ |in& news shot with Capt 
More important Commish decision serial tagged ‘C’spt. Midnight.’ 


thwarted if grant to Presque Isle 
Broadcasting Co, for a new local | 
outlet should be reconsidered in re- | 
sponse to the points raised by WLEU, 
Erie. Latter now has a monopoly 


KFUO shift does not prevent favor- for a license cannot be issued unless existing licensee is confronted as a | tween stations to broadcast programs 
tially the stand which the Commish | the decision emphasized, since! cause whatever that effect may be, it! service. This is the essence of the | here, which has sold it on morn- 
: : CC Wi f f i” ‘] 9 ” that agency having it on the ether 
avor of one party. p > | wi 7e-9-wee ri ‘ ’ 
Cyri S O k now rat S ln ac with a five-a-week Fritz Blocki kid 
Court declarations, would be 
| & Geller agency. 


Time is not yet set for Herne’s 
Skelly Oil show, but figured to be a 
three-a-week schedule over an NBC 


Washington, July 9. jand qualifications of personnel, the 


| er their chief concern is in transmis- 
| Detailed dope on the reasons for,| regulators want a rather 


and fears its revenues will fall off if 


lengthy,| sion or reception fields 


split network. 





With no question of signal clashes 


|and plans of, operation are required 
a rival enters the field. 


by the Federal Communications Com- 


documented statement of the objec-| 
Candidates 


tives. 


must explain 


While regular service is not re- 
quired since operation remains on an 


Finis Farr’s Solo Script 


mission from prospective television | whether they are going to carry on 
station owners. This is a double 


experimental basis, the blanks re- 


involved, the Erie dispute presents original investigations or merely tty | quire considerable amount of fact 


only the economic 





injury issue 
Commish noted that facilities of the|or promotional activities. 
two parties are sufficiently separated | mental application form (318) calls | work, 
so that the public will be protected | for 
against destructive interference. 

The Commish bluntly rejected 
WLEU’s protest about insufficient} about ownership, engineering setup, 


any candidate can get his papers. 








check against monopoly tendencies | to check and continue discoveries of 
Supple- | others, time needed to complete the} tionate 
what contribution to the art} 
much novel information before! may be anticipated, nature of their | 

broadcasting. and gram schedule for one week, where 
to operate a| Programs will orginate, 
| transmitter. They must state wheth-| of material available. 


interest in visual 
In addition to the customary data; why it is necessary 


about programs. 


sketched—including a 


Type and propor- 
amounts of time 


pro-| 


amount In 


Attorney,’ 


|; series was farmed out. 


’ ‘ a. . , » 
Chore for ‘District Att’y 
be Finis Farr has been designated 
Pedlar & Ryan, agency on Vitalis, 
to do all the scripts on ‘Mr. District 


by 


the past the scripting of this 











MARKS THE SPOT 
for 
EXTRA LISTENERS 


ares \ \ 
BY DAY... 
Extra listeners, because (by 


every competent survey!) more 


who bring 
EXTRA RESULTS 
i 


people tune to KNX during 
more quarter-hours than to any 
other Los Angeles station...the 
biggest, most responsive audi- 


ence in Southern California! 





REPRESENTED BY RADIO-SALES NEW YORK #©, CHICAGO e 





DETROIT @ 


BY NIGHT... 


Extra results, because at 
night when sky. waves soar, 
KNX extends its audience dom- 
inanece over 4,578,000 extra 
ry OCA Cee Mel iia Merle 
ifornia ..-: the. greatest overall 


coverage in the West! 





CHARLOTTE 


CB AG GRRE PS iy ete 5 ate ee aa 





NORTH 


Kine extra broadcasts of your 


program, these bonus audiences 
of extra thousands and thou- 
sands of listeners are yours 
every time you're on the air 


from... 









LOS ANGELES 
50,000 WATTS 


CAROLINA. @ SAN FRANCISCO 
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From the Production Centres : UNITED STATES ARMY-RADIO STATIONS IN 





been erevereneneeveeet BNTENTE CORDIALE; PATRIOTISM STRESS 


Gerald Cock, of British Broadcasting’s Fifth Avenue office, sticking 





aa i ae | ie om : | Model Airplane Association. Mili- 
.e to Manhattan during the tense days....Ruby Popp, until recently : ’ ~eaicnggdl gr msec rap wegpeee : 
Setar? to Ed East, gone to South Carolina to teach school for the sum- Examples Multiply of Broadcasters Spontaneous oe — specie et — . rs apt dicey 
§ Ties . , shen: ‘ - ; ; instructors and speakers at the club. 
er... -Frank Jaffe, now off KMA, Shenandoah, Iowa, around town... . . ’ a9 toh ie Siitdiees « wie 
Vic Ratner away from CBS three weeks on vacation....long weekend Cooperation with Defense—WMCA’s Novel Red la Dr ages <n tes who con- 
; ed “ee oP aitel cole | ducts a weekly aviation program on 
(Thursday-Monday ) denuded the radio and advertising agencies of per- : Nag toh age, Be , eebersved 
connel....Bodee could hardly get a luncheon date Friday....Tim Healey Cross Stunt Ph gener: _ signed - do a series of 
has a new home in Vanderbilt-Strathmore development at Manhasset, — — Le ope on - aie flying for the Public 
L ‘|. where Lucille Manners, Harry McNaughton and Ed East are other | Ledger Syndicate, 
homesteaders of radio affiliation. 


u—_—- 


Radio stations in the United States | ly into spot announcement schedules | 
are concerned as never before in| on local stations. All outlets are | 





ce ' Army Welcomes Publicity 
Paul Kesten back to CBS Monday (8) from his holiday... .ex-vaudeville their history with programs of pa- | contributing several spots. daily | Portland, Me., July 9 

headliner Pat Rooney on WEVD'’s ‘Irish Memories’ last night (Tuesday).... triotic theme, of practical help to the | urging dialers to ‘enlist’ in Army,! Radio lines will invade exclusive 
Friends are asking if American radio announcer Howard Claney, who has Army in its present recruiting drive, | Navy or Marine Corps. Army reservation in Portland harbor 
been living and working in France, escaped to safety....nobody seems to, 2nd, in particular, programs that| Band of 28th Infantry, Fort last week when WGAN sends a crew 
know... -refugees-to-be from Forest Hills are the Frank Stantons of CBS, | Taise funds for the Red Cross. A Niagara, is putting five weekly half-| in to pick up military field mass to 
who will hereafter pay rent in Manhattan....NBC press sent out pictures | bright variation on the latter starts hours on WBEN Midway there's a be celebrated for officers and en- 
and biographies of Niles Trammell last week....anticipating his elevation | Monday (15) from WMCA’s studios | 5-minute recruiting spiel. | listed men in district by chaplain of 
this Friday (12) to presidency. | in the Johns-Manville building at the | 





| anti-aircraft unit stationed here. 


Strong Stress on Patriotism | In relatively untroubled times 


New York’s World’s Fair. It bears | 


A. K. Spencer, of J. Walter Thompson agency’s production staff, visited the title ‘Hire A Hall’ and is an ama- | 


: : — : ocal stations 2d in vai 

St. Louis last week to get a local Shell Oil show under way....Mania/teur program where the amateur | Cincinnati, July 9. a ge gg age toe —o 
stronger than ever among the younger element in ad agencies to own a/| pays for the privilege of being heard, | Going heavy on patriotism, L. B. ! —e . — 
watercraft, even if it's only a rowboat with a sail attached....Martin 


Wilson is having the ‘Star Spangled Figured that war dept. now realizes 

| Red Cross Banner’ played four times a day on ® ttle publicity might have its uses. 

aes Bas Fe —e ; , Vallee. ne seanines| ™ | WCKY; is conducting a daily broad- | 

Corp., as candidate for producer of the Rudy Vallee-Sealtest show because : . , : & a dally broad- | [TSA’ 

the job would conflict with other things he’s doing....A. E. Joseelyn, gen-| Under er a formula |cast from Marine, Army and Navy | TSA's Army Expert 
worked out by Mary and Vincent | recruiting offices in Cincy plus a| San Antonio, July 9. 


; ; | the donations going intact to the | 
Gosch has had his name withdrawn by his agent, General Amusement one 





eral manager of WBT, Charlotte, N. C., and his auditor, Robert W. Car- | Siestesion and ; orl tige y Col. 3 L. Landera. United States 
penter, are in New York... .Clarence Etters, WBT, Charlotte, N. C., pianist, |. poor etn p seccerttte ag he aged mahi daily program for American Red | 4.4y retired, has been ponder as 
also in New York on vacation. ter gprs af ts Ran Geek ons Cross war refugee appeal. Next | in. Snititary "expert of the KTSA 
a Ta *" | week he will start distribution of | < yaa ° ve se 

Bob Emery’s stepson now works for Esty agency, and stepdaughter for | chestra the amateur elects to use for | - . @ News Bureau. In addition to his 


‘ we) ee | 90,000 American flag lapel buttons t ; : 

Ruthrauff & Ryan agency...New audience participation format adopted| accompaniment costs the amateur | jj-tenere oo a ye “ae " ™ | regular broadcasts, in which he will 
on Mutual’s ‘Play Broadcast’ quiz out of Chicago...WNEW has salesman | 50c a head and $1-for Grant himself. ‘He is also appealing for support | analyze the news of the world from 
Bert Lambert, a refugee from Mutual... Series of programs with the pur- : 


hs . . | the ilitary ste oi ri t 
|; pose of ‘vitalizing the ideals of of the ‘American Way of Life’ in bey Regge ‘sae dation Bes 
Jimmy Dorsey goes to WEVD Sunday for its I-Q-U quiz... Bill Slocum | 4 merican democracy’ statis poss film trailers, which he has started |} eau in the preparation of all 
reported Monday as John Fitzgerald’s successor in CBS social events... WOV. N. Y.. tomorrow Treeden) | using in 21 theatres, in the station's news programs. 

Fiddler Buddy Sheppard leading five-man ensemble for fill-ins on the CBS | Rg Aes - rt tha . 


: : - They're bei i - ati | primary coverage area. ; Colonel Landers has been engaged 
schedule, afternoons...Ted Streibert will fortify himself for the N.A.B. y ng done in co ren | ‘in the study and analysis of ta 


: ith Dr. F i i 
convention strain by a pleasure detour to Banff, Canada...Jap Gude fourth ea ®. Frank Kingdon, director of 








re oe 2 Ewes the Citizenship Educational Service. | Aviation Display at WCAU ,events for some 25 years. During 
of Julyed at Martha’s Vineyard... Broadcasts will be bi-lingual. Philadelphia. July 9. | the World War, he wrote the history 

March of Games,’ children’s quizzer directed by Nila Mack, and with | Guest speakers will deliver in Eng-| A permanent aviation exhibit has Of the operations at Gallipoli and 
Arthur Ross, ‘the youngest emcee in radio,’ is now broadcast over CBS | lish and the scripts will be repeated | been installed at the studios of | ‘he Dardanelles for the War De- 
Sunday afternoon instead of morning. /in Italian by a staff announcer. WCAU in co-operation with the partment. 





‘The People’s Platform,’ with Lyman Bryson, reached 100 mark in broad- | me pat 31 he | png Fs pene major ou lines, the Civil Aero- e 
casts last week (6)...Will originate at Democratic national convention in : . ~ .. coat | nautics Authority, the Army and the | Walter Craig to L.A 
Siinewe this week Saturday lapel buttons of the American flag | Navy and National Guard. The dis- nose 

. ‘ aii with a memo, ‘show your colors,’| play will be augmented by two 
Cecil W. Secrest is scripting the Morning Almanac program on WABC,| While Herb Pettey, manager of WHN, | proadcasts weekly by aviation ex- 
N. Y., while Phil Cook is ow his vacation....Uncle Don drew 25,000 kids| New York, sent out booklets, ‘Your | 
and their mothers to a day (6) dedicated to him at the N. Y. World’s Fair. Government and Mine.’ 

Melrose Music Corp. has just published his ‘Uncle Don Song, Game and 
Paint Book’....Ralph Edwards vacations from announcing his five network 











Walter Craig, radio director of 
'perts as a means of awakening the | Street & Finney agency, left Tues- 


| public to the need for development! day for Hollywood. Will be gone 
of flying for defense and commerce. | one week. 








Lots of Army Blurbs 


In addition the outlet has organ-| He takes an open mind in search 
shows for next six weeks, returning only for his own ‘Truth or Conse- | Buffalo, July 9. ized an aviation club for moppets | of singing talent for the next Rexall 
quences’ show each week. It shifts from CBS to NBC in late August. | Enlistment drive is cutting deep-' with the assistance of the Philly | wax series on the one-cent sale. 


—_ 
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PHILADELPHIA 
S =§=650,000 WATTS — 





CBS my The most popular station in a market 
of 6,500,000 people... proved by succes- 


sive surveys over a period of 10 years 


La 





“~ 





30 RADIO 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, July 10, 1919 





FCC Blessing on Station Conference 
Ups WA WAAT, WAVE, WCSH, WADY 


Washington, July 9. 

Without giving blanket permission 
for ticket-holders to work out pri- 
vate deals involving what Congress 
says is public property, the FCC is 
tending more and more to rubber 
stamp agreements between licensees 
for shifts that will provide better 
service through higher wattage or 
longer operating periods. Demo- 
cratic processes are being encour- 
aged by granting approval to re- 
allocations doped out around con- 
ference tables. 

Only a few weeks ago the Com- 
mish disposed of that longtime head- 
ache in the Kansas City area by 
which the two leading newspaper 
rivals get better access to the listen- 
ers and nearly a half-dozen outlets 
swap assignments. Now the regula- 
tors have placed their blessing on a 
pact in which four unrelated plants 
scattered over a wide expanse can 
jump their juice. 

By arranging to install directional 
antenna systems that will minimize 
the damage from colliding signals, 
WAAT, Jersey City; WAVE, Louis- 
ville; WCSH, Portland, Me, and 
WDAY, Fargo, all bounc: upwards. 
WAAT, now a daytimer, goes from 


500 watts to 1 kw and gets full time | 


privileges; 
its transmitter to near Jeffersonville, 
Ind., goes from 1 to 5 kw; WCSH, 
which has had 1 kw nights and 2% 
days, will use 5 kw all the time: 
WDAY gets’ a night boost from 1 
to 5. 

stripe. 


WAVE, which will move! 


All outlets occupy the 940 kc | 





ae s WJTN Reorg; 


Station’s Ist Promotionist 


Jamestown, N. Y., July 9. 

A complete reorganization of 
WJTN has been effected by owner | 
Jay E. Mason of New York City. 
Simon Goldman, formerly of WSYR, 
Syracuse, is the manager, he first 
came here as advertising sales- 
man. Marshall Schantz, Jr., replaces 
George Callison as program director. 
Callison recently went to WXYZ, De- 
troit. Schantz also comes from 
WSYR. 

Al Spokes is promotion manager 
—the first in the station’s history. 
Tom McKee is chief announcer. 
John Lewis holds the title of music 
director. 

The station is on NBC blue net- 


work. will carry programs from 
Chautauqua Institution during the 
season. 





Labor Disputes 


Anonymously 
Arbitrated 


Series of programs airing the ar-| 


/comment thereon by J. B. 





| night from July 





| bitration of actual labor disputes be- | 
‘gan weekly airings on WMCA, New | 
York, last night (Tuesday), 9-10 p.m. | 
Labor court Broadcasts will broadcast | 
‘actual disposition of disputes presided | 
over by Samuel Zack, labor author- | 
ity and N. Y. Gov. Lehman appointee, | 
to post as impartial chairman of ar- | 
guments before the New York State | 
Mediation Board. He'll be the per-'! 
manent member, assisted each week | 
by guest Solomons. 

Principals in disputes seeking ad- | 





Roland Foley, WBEN, 
‘Voice of Stockyards,’ 
from appendectomy. 


Buffalo, 
recouping 

















Music for 


ELLERY QUEEN 


Composed and Conducted justment will be accepted by the | 
station only via application. No| 

by names of litigants will be used, only | 

initials, and no cases not deemed of 

public interest are to be accepted for 


adjustment. 


LYN MURRAY 


Mgt. COLUMBIA ARTISTS, Inc 





J. Harold Ryan, of WSPD, elected 
a trustee cf the Toledo Chamber of 
Commerce. 
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Gulf Decision Later | 





| 

Question of signaturing another 
contract for the Screen Guild show | 
won't be settled between Gulf Re- 
fining and Young & Rubicam, agency | 
on the account, until the end of July. | 

Gulf has underwritten the series, 
to which film and radio names con- 
tribute their services, for two suc- 
cessive seasons. 


BBC's Yankee 
Show Expands, 
8:30 Every Nite 


London, June 25. 

Further revision has been made in | 
‘Britain Speaks,’ the program from 
London addressed to American audi- | 
ences. Program will be heard every 
7 onward, an in- | 
crease from the original three a | 
week schedule. It will now be | 
heard at 8:30 p.m. New York time | ~ 
on both 9.58 and 11.75 megacycles 





| division from 1936 to 1940. 





(31 and 25 meters) from the British | 


| Broadcasting Co.’s GSC and GSD. 
| After a quarter hour talk there will | 
| be a quarter hour interlude of en- | 
 tertainment in which American and 
| other talent in London (such as Bebe 
Daniels-Ben Lyon) will be heard. 
At nine will come a few minutes of | 
the very latest news followed by a 
Priestley, 


Vernon Bartlett or others. 

The new revised series will bring | 
many prominent Britons to the mike. 
| BBC has burrowed its studios under- 
ground and expects that the stout 
layers of reinforced concrete, sand- 
bagging and other protection will 
enable uninterrupted broadcasting 
| despite the worst the Nazi bombers 
can do, 


-XENT FIGHTS ORDER 
TO SWITCH 810 TO 916 


Mexico City, 

An injunction to upset 
fine imposed by the 
communications and 





July 9. 

the $200 
ministry of 
public works 


| because it refused to obey the orders 


‘that it change the frequency of its | prize in value of $10. First week’s 
radio station XENT, 12 miles south | prize is a portable radio. To kids 
of Laredo, Mex., from 810 to 910 answering correctly questions asked | 


kilocycles, has been filed in a local 
district court by the Compania In- 
dustrial Universal de Mexico, S. A. 

The company contends that the 


higher kilocyclage is too much for | 
the station. The ministry holds that | 
the station must change frequency 
for 


adequate broadcasts. 


Cross at Cincy _— 


Cincinnati,” July 9. 
Milton Z. Cross, NBC announcer, 
came on from New York to do the 


seven-minute intermission commen- 
tary in the hour’s broadcast Sunday 


(7) night of Rigoletto by the Cin- | 
cinnati Summer Opera for an NBC 
red network feed via WLW. He also 
announced the WLW and network 
portions of the program. 
Participation by Cross was ar- 


ranged by Jim Shouse, general 
ager of the Crosley stations. 


man- 





WLW STAFF TO CHICAGO 


Cincinnati. July 9. 
Crosley’s staff of contact men, 
writers and newscasters that did the 
special WLW coverage job of the 
O. P. national convention in 
Philadelphia will be in Chicago next 





week for similar handling of the 
Democratic powwow. 

Eight 15-minute periods will be 
piped in daily for divided airings 
by WLW and WSAI. Crosley head- 
quarters will be in the Palmer 
House. 

Art Croghan’s Title 
Detroit, July 9. 
Art Croghan, sales manager at 


_WJBK who bought share of station 
has been elected a direc- | 
| tor of station and given title of vice- | 


last April, 


president in charge of sales. 


Other stock in 250-watt indie 


Connell Jr., secretary-treasurer, both 


| of whom have been reelected. 





Maxine Garrard has replaced Joyce 
| Williams in the continuity depart- 
ment at WOAI. Miss Garrard comes 
from KABC; Miss Williatns is going 


| to Washington, D. C. 


— 


——— 











Education Office Activities 


(1936 to 1940) 




















Washington, July 9. 
William D. Boutwell, chief of the radio division of the United States 
Office of Education in Washington, has summarized the activities of tha 
He reports 75 inquiries a day handled by an 
Idea and Information exchange, the cooperation in four years of some 300. 
odd radio stations, the production of 12 network series by the division, 
since 1936, with 700 individual broadcasts represented in that number. 
Boutwell itemizes the series statistics as follows: 


Subject No. of Net. 
Year Name of Series Matter Programs work 
| 1935-1937 EDUCATION IN THE NEWS Education 154 NBC 
1936-1937 SAFETY MUSKETEERS Safety 25 CBS 
1936-1937 ANSWER ME THIS Social Studies 47 NBC 
1936-1937 HAVE YOU HEARD? Science 73 NBC 
1936 THE WORLD IS YOURS Smithsonian 188 NBC 
| 1936-1937 TREASURES NEXT DOOR Literature 25 CBS 
1936-1937 LET FREEDOM RING Constitution 13 CBS 
1936-1937 BRAVE NEW WORLD Pan Americanism 26 CBS 
1938 DEMOCRACY IN ACTION Democracy 38 CBS 
1938-1939 WINGS FOR THE MARTINS Education 26 NBC 
1938-1939 AMERICANS ALL— 
IMMIGRANTS ALL Americanism 26 CBS 
, 1939 GALLANT AMERICAN 
WOMEN History andCivics 18 NBC 
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KTSA Quiz i in Theatre for Kids Only 


Parents Provide Questions — Bottle Cap Roundup 


Lasts 20 Weeks 


San Antonio, July 9. 


miums. There will be no cash prizes 
Quiz show over station KTSA will 


awarded. 


is | 
' held by James F. Hopkins, president | 
, and general manager, and Richard A. 


Ln halen pd lf aOR thane eile nec S 


/be bankrolled by bottlers of Nu-| 


| Grape and Sun Crest and will cater 


| to children from the ages of three to | 
| 16. Each Saturday morning a screen | 
program running for an hour and 40 | 


;}minutes besides -an additional 30 

minutes for quiz will be aired direct 
| from the stage of the Texas theatre. 
Admission to show will be 10c. 


Quiz show will be handled by Jack 
Mitchell production manager of 
KTSA. Questions to be asked will 
be taken from the Parents as well as 
the Parents-and Teachers magazines 
These will be devided into groups 
and asked of the children in various 
age limits. 

Each week kids are to bring bot- 
tle caps with the one having high- 
est amount each week winning a 


by Mitchell in quiz portion will be 


awarded various merchandise pre- | 


WIBX Meets Lightning 


Utica, N. Y., July 9. 

After the transmitter of WIBX had 
been put out of order by a recent 
electric storm, members of the staff 
rushed to the station from their 
homes and continued the broadcasts 
with the aid of a shortwave truck, 
WAIJ. Most of the staff was having 
the day off when at 4 p.m. the sta- 
tion went off the air. Lightning had 
struck an important cable near the 
transmitter building. 


Truck was connected to the con- 
sole and in a short time WIBX was 
back on the air, with but one com- 
mercial lost during the emergency. 





| Telephone company was unable to 


repair even a temporary line until 9 
p.m., and one point 
gency the news and _ sports 
nouncers on a couple local commer- 
cials had to do their programs from 


the truck located outside the main | 


studios. 


in the emer- | 
an- | 


As grand prize in contest at the 
end of 20 weeks, kid having highest 
amount of bottle caps at the end of 
period will be given a $2,500 minia- 
ture steam locomotive and tender 
together with 100 feet of track. The 
locomotive is large enough for pas- 
sengers and is built to scale. Loco- 
motive is on display in the lobby of 
theatre here. 
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~ Reactions of Males to Radio News 


By RICHARD M. MALL 


Kansas State College, 
Manhattan, Kan., July 9 

The following is a report of a survey of 275 adult male listeners to radio 
news broadcasts, living in or near Manhattan, Kansas, regarding their 
‘ikes’ and ‘dislikes’ concerning specific elements in radio news presenta- 
tions. The group interviewed included 52 business men, 76 laborers, 75 
farmers, and 72 college instructors—members of the faculty of Kansas 
State College. 

Favorite News Programs. Only 50% of the men interviewed were able 
to list radio news programs which they ‘try to listen to regularly.’ The 
remaining 50% listed as their primary station choices WIBW, Topeka 
and WDAF, at Kansas City, the stations with strongest signal strength in 
the Manhattan area. While the majority of college men and business men 
reporting prefer WDAF, farmers and laborers voted for WIBW in sufficient 
numbers to give that station a 10% margin over all other stations named. 
Joe Nickell, newscaster on WIBW on a 10:00 o’clock night broadcast, led 


all others in listings of ‘the newscaster liked best,’ followed by H. V. Kal- 
tenborn, commentator for NBC; Shelby Storck, on WDAF; Bob Caldwell, 
on WHB; and Elmer Curtis, WIBW. 


Time When Listening Is Done. In reply to a question concerning hours 
when those interviewed generally listen to news—each man could list sev- 
eral periods during the day,-if desired—the following proportions were 


reported: 

All College Business Labor Farmers 
News at 7:00 a.m........... 19.7 5.2% 28.4% 18.0% 27.4% 

eS eee 13.1 4.7 23.6 16.4 7.8 

OE See 18.0 6.3 23.0 20.6 23.1 

og re 9.0 5.0 23.1 3.7 45 

re $1.7 37.0 50.0 70.5 49.5 

rrr 30.5 2.1 48.0 29.4 42.5 
Editorial Comment. The men interviewed were asked whether news- 
casts should include nothing but straight news, or whether they would 
prefer the inclusion of the opinions of the newscaster—‘editorial’ com- 


ment. While the average for the entire group of 275 men interviewed in- 
dicates that straight news is preferred, business men and framers showed 
majorities favoring the inclusion of editorial matter and opinions—nearly 
two-thirds of the business men favoring such comment. 
the other hand, voted four to one for straight news, with editorial material | 
eliminated. 

Content of News on Specific Subjects. 
tion, 
to the war or foreign affairs, whether they preferred that the newscaster 
should— 


College men, on | 


To secure more specific informa- | 
the men interviewed were asked to check, as regards news relating | 


1. Give the general background information about the events which lead | 


up to the item presented; 

2. Offer comments as to the importance or significance of the happening | 
told about in the news item; 

3. Offer any predictions as to probable results of the happening, or things 
which might take place in the future; 

4. Characterize the event, in any way, as ‘good’ or ‘bad’—in other words, 
take sides. 

In addition, those interviewed were asked to give ‘yes’ or ‘no’ answers 
to the same set of four possibilities, as regards news in two other fields: 
first, affairs of state or national governments; and second, items relating to 
politics and the coming election. The three tables below summarize the 


attitude expressed: 

Regarding war news: All College Business Labor Farmers 
Give background material 76.7¢ 74.0% 85.0% 75.0% 73.0% 
Comment in significance. 64.5 74.0 67.5 55.5 61.0 
Predict future develop- 

ee ee 37.8 48.0 40.0 39.0 
Take sides..... 9.1 iS 8.5 13.5 7.0 

Regarding News of Government: 

Give background material 71.7 74.0 69.5 71.0 72.5 
Comment on significance... 60.1 75.0 56.5 52.5 56.5 
Predict future develop- 

MN ae ci eexric haute 33.0 41.0 35.0 23.5 32 
Take sides ; ate 11.5 14.5 11.0 13.0 7.0 

Regarding Political Affairs: 

Comment on significance... 75.2 yh Bt. 72.0 78.0 79.5 
Express agreement or dis- 

agreement, in any way.. 31.2 5.5 28.0 27 65. 
Indicate hisownsympathies 6.8 8.5 8.5 5.0 5.5 
It will be noted that the question regarding political affairs differed 


somewhat in statement from those 
ernment, although the same 


Opinions expressed show a 


relative 
al fi 
great 


to war news and news of gov- 
ld of possibilities was covered 


deal of consistency, as between 


genci 


4 %. 3 F . 7 
m Which news items are found 


} 
hieias } 


Surprisingly, men are evidently more 
willing to allow news commentators to comment on the significance of 
political events than on the significance of war news, or nev in the fiel: 
of government Business men, relatively liberal in their attitudes toward 
the introduction of comment in news relat ting to the war. tend to become 
more conservative when the news relates to affairs of state or national 
governments. Farmers, who evidently penont to have predictions of future 
developments omitted in discussions of war or of government, vote tw 
to one for the inclusion of such predictions, when the news relates tc 
political affairs. The colle group, more than any of the other three 
apparently prefers that the newscaster stick to news, without opinions 
although two out of five are willing that predictions of future consequence 


be included. 
Questionable Materials. 


: Every newscaster observes a definite set of 
taboos,’ 


and as a rule omits certain materials from his broadcasts. In this 
connection, it is interesting to note the opinions of the group of men inter- 


viewed concerning the materials which should be included or excluded 


Each man interviewed was asked to check ‘yes’ or ‘no’ in reply to a ques- | 


tion asking whether each of eight types of news material ordinarily 


regarded as questionable should be included in news broadcasts. The 
figures for the different groups are given below 
All College Business Labor Farmers 
Percentages appro\ ing use of 
Automobile accident 76.6% 47.5% 85.0% 86.0% 88. 
Kidnappings 4 23 58.0 69.5 55.3 65.( 
Murders, robberie: ... 568 44.5 67.5 61.5 54.( 
Divorces ..... . 35.5 16.0 32.5 53.0 40.5 
Hollywood ZOssip.. . 56.2 18.0 63.0 72.5 71.5 
Party politics.... . 76.0 51.0 80.5 82.0 90.5 
Business conditions 81.8 87.0 72.0 82.0 86.5 
__ Purely local news. » ae 43.0 24.0 38.5 44.0 














Rob’t French Off WHKC 


Columbus, July 9. 
Robert S. French has resigned as 
| program director of WHKC to open 
his own advertising agency. Empha- 
sis will be on.radio. For the pres- 
ent French will continue his daily 
| newscasts on WHKC, sponsored by 
International Harvester anda 
George Beeboit of the 


2 


NI ny 
worge. 





stations 




















ONAL REPRESE lannouncing staff moves up to the 

a NT | » te 

ARD PETRY no = program director slot. New an- 
|nouncer is John Traxler, formerly 


of WOSU, 
| Sity station. 


ON THE NBC RED NETWORK 


the Ohio State Univer- 


| 


New Light on Milwaukee’s 


| Sidewalks, iistvenea| 
Milwaukee, July 9. 


In its campaign to snare a sponsor 
for the currently non-commercial 
Charlie Nevada nightly 15 minute 
sports broadcast at 10:45, WTMJ 
asserts it has disproved two 
pet theories—one that’ Milwaukee 
sidewalks are pulled in at 9 p.m., the 
other that women don’t listen to 
sports programs. 

A recent contest on this program 
brought in 6,508 entries in two weeks, 


and of them 47.7% came _ from 
women, amazing even the station 
execs themselves. Prizes awarded 


were 106 Nesco 
each of extremely 


electric casseroles, 
nominal value. 


Share-the-Cost Plan for Sponsors 


Ross Metzger of Chicago Explains Idea to Ruthrauff 
& Ryan Home Office 


Ross Metzger, radio director of 
Ruthrauff & Ryan’s Chicago office, 
is due in New York this week to dis- 
cuss with home office executives the 
proposition of buying 15-minute spot 
periods on major outlets and divid- 
ing 
The progra 


with the runoff schedule calling for 
three a week. 

By this setup clients with much 
restricted radie budgets would be 
able to get a hearing for their prod- 
ucts during wlass A evening time. 
The program itself would be of 
single unit structure but with the 
position of the plugs on the various 
products changing from disc to disc. 


three clients. 


ms would be transcribed, 


the bill among 


























WNEW DELIVERS! 


It’s today’s hottest radio buy! 


1. ONE-THIRD THE COST of any New York neft- 
work station. 2. THE NATION’s BIGGEST MARKET. {The 
50-mile metropolitan trading area.) 3. TWICE THE AUDI- 
ENCE of any other New York independent station. 


$000 WATTS BY DAY * 


(Hooper-Holmes and other impartial surveys.) 4. RaDio’s 
OUTSTANDING ProGRaMs. (‘Make Believe Ballroom” with 

Martin Block, * ‘Milkman’s Matinee” with Stan Shaw. And 
many others. ) §. Locat ADverTisers know WNEW 
moves most goods — fastest. 6 MORE COMMERCIAL TIME is 
bought on WNEW than any station in New York. 


NEW YORK 


SERVING NEW YORK AND NEW JERSEY 24 HOURS A DAY 


1250 KILOCYCLES * 





1000 WATTS BY NIGHT 
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Sun Dearth Reflects On N. Y. Radio Biz 
Placed By Manufacturers of Lotions 





Manufacturers of sunburn lotions 
have had a discouraging season 
far, because of the scarcity of real 
sunny weather, and this is reflected 
in the fact that not a bit of this class 
of business has been placed on 
metropolitan New York stations. It’s 
the sort of spot business that’s 
booked at the last minute but the 
local stations harbor no hopes of 
zetting any of it this summer unless 
there’s a protracted hot spell. The 
sun of the past few days, however, 
portends an increase of that type of 
ie 

The sunburn anodynes proved a 
source of small revenue even last 
summer, and the delayed season had | 
much to do with it. Contrasting | 
sharply with this situation was the | 
business that came afield during the | 
summer of 1938. Noxema cut loose | 
with a heavy campaign and three | 


SO 


other lotions, Skol, Ungentine and 
Suntan, quickly joined the spot, 
parade, 


tions have already | 
about 


Metropolitan sti 
received inquiries 
time for paid political broadcasts. 
None of the queries is from na- |} 
tional organizations, but from state | 
committees anxious to line up their | 
schedules before the call on the 
choicer spots become too wide open. 
All the inquiries have so far been 
also from the Republican ranks. 

New York's foreign language | 
broadcasting has been affected little | 
because of the war. And the few | 
cancellations have not been due to | 
any popular front against the lan- | 
guages and races, but rather because | 
the distributors are unable to import | 
German and Italian merchandise and 
foodstuffs from abroad. National 
advertisers continue to use every 
language as before the war—Polish, 
German, Italian, Jewish and Spanish | 
—and station managers report no 
difficulty in securing renewals on 
same basis. 

However, strict censorship pre- 
vails, one man being designated at 
each station to make certain nothing 
objectionable is aired. For fear of 
stirring up trouble in foreign sec- 
tions and being accused of spreading | 


available 


propaganda, local Italian and Ger- 
man newscasters refrained from 
mentioning Hitler’s opinions after 
the British fleet sunk the French 
ships at Oran although this news 


was carried on English languag 
grams. 

WQXR reports first six months of 
1940 are 114% ahead of same period 
jast year. Each month this year has | 
shown a gain over month before. 

WMCA: William Wrigley, Jr., Co., 
through Vanderbee & Rubens, 36 
yne-min. ET’s weekly. Foster-Mill- 
burn Co., through Spot Broadcasting, 
announcements. Pall Mall Cigar: 
ettes, through Young & Rubicam, re- 
newal of announcements. Manhattan 
Soap Co., through Franklin Bruck, 
announcements. 

WHN: I. J. Fox 


e pro- 


(furs), through 


Kashuk agency, 70 participating an- 
nouncements weekly. Lydia Pink- 
ham, through Erwin-Wasey, an- 
nouncements. 

WNEW: Lepper Furniture Co., 
through Adv. Corp .of America, six 
10-min. programs weekly. Carter 


Products, through Street & Finney, 


five announcements weekly. 
_ July 6 compared to | June | 29 4 
Netw ork Local National Total 
Units Units SpotUnits Units 
705 9.190 15,802 25,697 
675 9,394 15,770 25,839 
+ 4.4% —2,1% +-0.2°¢ 0.5% 
uded: WHN, WMCA, WNEW, WOR 
: WQXR 


3.67% NATIONAL SPOT 
GAIN IN SEATTLE 


Seattle, July 9 


No summer slump here—in fact, | casts 


national spot and local business, con- | 
pte 
tarted several weeks ago, 


is far | 


siiead of the totals during the winter | 


months. Network picked up part of 
the G..O.P. drop. 

KOL:-. Boston Dentists, daily quar- 
ter-hour newscast with Johnny For- 
restt; Sears, Roebuck, 50 announce- 
ments weekly. 








| journeyed to Vancouver for 


| hour 


| pations in 


| Hersey, 


herntic 
| tnroug 


| through Rufus 


| ments 


the steady upward trend | 





KGKO, Fr. Worth, Biz 


9. 





Fort Worth, July 


KGKO has two new accounts. Geb- | 


of San Antonio, 
San Antonio, takes a 
Malto-Meal, through C. C. 
Lindley, Fort Worth, likewise. 

Other recent accounts’. include 
Cho-Cho through Neisser-Meyerhoft 
and Delta Airlines, direct. 


hart Co. 
Agency, 
contract. 





SUMMER IS 
PROMISING 





via Pitlik 
spot | 


SAN FRANCISCO 


| 
| 


San Francisco, July 9. 
Network, local and national spot | 
totals jumped sharply again this | 


week, and station managers antici- 
pate one of the best summers in 
many a year. Lots of contracts were 
signed, and although it doesn’t start 
until Oct. 3, Mutual’s snagging of 
the Standard Oil biz topped ’em all. 

NBC West Coast sales chieftans 
Coast | 
Advertising Club convention, taking | 
along an elaborate picturebook to | 
lobby for NBC. 

KFRC: Cho-Cho (ice cream), 
through Neisser-Meyerhoff, 365 one- 


|min. ET’s. Sunnyvale Packing, 
through Lord & Thomas, 312 fiive- 
min. shows, ‘Bess Bye, Market 
Scout’. Henry Doelger (builder), 
daily’ announcement. Hale Bros. 
Dept. Store, through Theodore 
| Segall, 52 announcements. Ex-Lax, 
through Joseph Katz, 140 one-min. 


ET’s. Standard Oil, through Mc- 
Cann Erickson, hour concert weekly, 
weeks, via Mutual, and 28 half- 
‘Standard School Broadcast’ 
programs. Loma Linda _ Foods, 
through Lisle Sheldon, 156 partici- 
‘Morning Hostess’. Carter 


52 


78 announcements. South- 
ern Pacific R. R., through Lord 
Thomas, announcements. Dodge, 
sh Ruthrauff & Ryan, 29 
nouncements. Royal Typewriter 


10 one-min discs. 
KPO: Progressive Optic 


an 
ali-~- 


Co., 


al System, 


through W. L. Gleeson, announce- 
ments. Roller Derby, announce- 
|ments. North American Insurance, 


Franklin Bruck, 
Cook Products 
Rufus Rhoades Co., 
Denalan 
Rhoades, 
weekly. 
Transportation 
through Emil Reinhardt, 100 
nouncements. New Century Bever- 
age Co., through M. E. Harlan, four 
announcements weekly. 
KGO: Roller Derby, 
ments daily. Progressive 
Co., 260 newscasts. Kasp: 
Wilson Co., participation in woman’s 
feature. Mandarin Restaurant. 10 
participations in ‘Through a Wo- 
man’s Eyes’. 
KROW: Carnation 
Neisser-Meyerhoff, 13 announce- 
weekly, 52 weeks. Caldow 
Paint Co., three quarter-hour news- 
weekly, 13 weeks. Dundee 
Clothes Shop, 14 announcements 
weekly, 26 weeks. Gross Furniture 
|Co., 48 announcements. Lincoln 
Chesterfield Co., daily announce- 
ment, one year. Hudson Jewelers, 
through Ryder & Ingram, 14 an- 
nouncements. Oakland National 
Horse Show, 56 announcements. 


through 
hour newscasts 
Corp., through 
announcements. 
13. an- 
nouncements 


San Rafael 


28 announce- 


a.m. ir- 


Milk, through 





| July 6 Compared to June 29 | 





| July 6 compared to June 29 _|| Network Local National Total | 
Network Local National Total! wnits Units Spot Units 
Units Units Spot Units Units 9,240 4,263 2.187 15,690 
4,220 10,404 1,217 15,841 8,205 3,967 2,092 14,264 
3,365 10,275 1,174 14,814) 1.194% +47% 445% 410% 
+ 25% +1.2% +-3.6% +-6.9% | (included: KFRC, KGO, KJBS, KPO, 
«Included: KIRO, KOL, KRSC, KXA.) KSFO.,) 


Ee 


| Products, through Spot Broadcast- 
ing, 132 one-min. discs. Bernstein | 
Fish Grotto, through J. F. Zeder- 
man, 90 announcements. Gardner 
Nurseries, through Northwest Radio | 
Adv., 40 five-min. ET's. 

KSFO: Lever Bros. (Spry and 
Lifebuoy), through Wm. Esty, 28 
chain-breaks weekly. Golden Gate 
Expo, announcements. a. ds & 
Campbell, through Allied Advertis- 
ing, 21 announcements. American 
Chicle, through Badger, Browning & 


& | 


13 quarter- | 


EIGHT-WEEK TREND OF STATION BUSINESS | 

































































(For All Markets Regularly Reported by Variety) 
ses NATIONAL SPOT ,Y250%. | | ss LOCAL =— ints 
May 18 61.0 May 18 91.5 
May 25 61.6 May 25 91.1 
June 1 62.0 Ji) ae ra emma | f 
ce 61.1 at a ce men 89.5 
J enone emcmmvcms 0. | (eer ne ee 89.1 
a cre 62.6 JU 22 T_a_—s—,, 69 9 
June 29 62.1 June 29 —semmcmmen comes 
ne 61.2 J) 0 Saas pears aR 89.3 
moe, NETWORK Uzs,| | rh TOTALS. Us, 
May 18 94.9] | May 18 247.5 
me Ens 95.1 May 25 248.0 
June 1 94.4 June 1 248.2 
a NNN 93.3 ee re RENE 244.0 
(i a ana 8 SNR 93.6 re Se a me 244.8 
june 22s 94.6) | June 22 aun 247.2 
a inte a erm 90.0 June 2° 242.5 
| lily 6 es 92.6 July 6 ees 243.2 
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DODGE DEALERS 
BUY SPORTS — 
IN CHI 





Considerable 


field 


Chicago, 
action 
around town 


in 


last week 


July 


9. 


| in national spot but not enough to | 


Variety, 


BALTIMORE TALLY 


eae Off 2.7%, Local 

ional Spot Up 5% 
Baltimore, July 9. 

Everything rather quiet around 

| he re with some slight advance noted 





& Oo. 
oO» 





| create any excitement or offset drop 
| in network and local units as com- 


| pared 
| tions report biz in the making but | 


to previous week All sta- 


| » ° . 
| no definite commitments 


the spot | 


with |. 


Dodge Dealers setting for a new 30- 
| minute 


taggea 
evening 


weekly 
‘Hall of Sports,’ 
show 


quiz 


show 


on 
a 
with 


WMAQ 
Sunday 
experts. 


Kenyon & Eckhardt agency renewed 


its 


review on WGN, 
2 to Sept. 28. 


~ 


set 13 


Products Co. 
station has a schedule of four 


thrice weekly 15-minute sports 
running from July 
Frankel-Rose agency 
weeks of 


five-times-weekly 
daytime announcements for the Rice 


on WGN 


and the 


same 
Sun- 


day daytime announcements for 
Walgreen through Schwimmer & 
Scott agency. Also starting last 


week was a Monday-through-Friday 
five-minute morning program with 


Alexander McQueen’s ‘Nothing But 
| the Truth’ novelty for Old BF « Coal 
company through the amilton 
agency. 
| July 6 compared to June e 29 | 
Network Local National Total 
Units Units Spot Units Units 
9,035 5,188 10,140 24,363 
9,005 5,169 10,148 24,322 
+-0.3% +0.3% —0.07% 0.1% 
(Included: WBBM, WENR, WGN, WIND 
Wi D, WLS, WMAQ.) 


Co. | 


Richmonda- | 
ce. | 
an@ 


Optical | 


} 


| 





| 





|| July 6 compared to June 29 | 
Units | Network Local 


| + 
} 





DES MOINES’ SUMMER 


DROOP CONTINUING 


—_ 





Does Moines, July 9. 
Tall corn isn’t all that’s wilting out 


Business has the droops, 


b large losses in each category. 


July 


Netw ork 

Units 
6,760 
7,100 
47° 


(Ir 


21% Slide in Hartford’s 
National Spot Volume 


Hartford, July 
It’s hot in Hartford—the weather, 
Network units, helped 
| by extra baseball games, 
to within 50 units of the five-month 


not business. 


6 compared to June 


Local 
Units 
2,319 
2,765 


—16.1% 


| 
é 


: KRNT, 


Spot Units 


Ks 


National 


4.295 


Sad 
4,727 


—10.6% 


sx 


7 





high mark. 


WHO.) 


29S | 
Total 
Units 
13,340 
14,592 


—3.8% | 


9. 


climbed 








Units 
7,390 
6,592 

12% 


Units 
1,761 
1,939 


—8.6 % 
(included: 


WDRC, 





too, | 





National Total 
Spot Units Units 
1,392 10,543 
1,784 10,315 
—21.4% +2.2% 
WTHT, WTIC) 


~ July 6 ‘compared to June 29—COY 


Na- 


Not to be reprinted without permission) 


KNX 32%, OVER 
SAME TIME IN 
1539 





Los Angeles, July 9. 

Although the unit figures do not 
reflect the optimistic feeling preva- 
lent in network circles, the attitude 
is largely both retroactive and look- 
| ing to the future. KNX reports 32% 
increase in network business over 
the same period last year, and KFI- 
KECA chalked up 24% more time 


Netw ork Local National Total 
Units Units Spot Units Units 
7,345 4,978 2,275 14,598 
7,555 5,247 2,166 14,968 
2.7% —5% +5% —2.4% 
(Includes: WBAL, WCAOQO, WCBM, | 

WI'BR.) 


NEWSCASTS 


BIG IN K. C. 


Kansas City, July 9. 

Trend of biz is steady with little 
variation except in the national spot 
column, mostly rung up by KCKN, 
which put an extra number of base- 
ball games on the air for General 
Mills during the week. 

Sale of news periods ha 
past couple of months and appears 
to be no letdown. Two stations re- 
ported only one five-min. newscast 
available for sponsorship. 

KCMO: Sweetheart Soap, two five- 
min. newscasts six days weekly, 
weeks; General Baking Co., 12 
nouncements weekly, 13 weeks; 
places half-hour ‘Lone Ranger’ plat- 
ters. 


an- 


KCKN: Fels Naptha Soap, half- 
hour before baseball games and pro- 
grams between double headers: 
account using Lillian Fels (Faust) 
with woman’s angle on _ baseball. | 
sports, fashions, etc. 
ioe July 6 compared to June 29 — 
Network Local National Total 

Units Units Spot Units Units 

6,390 6,419 7,300 20,109 

6,390 6,476 7,144 20,010 

. —0.8% +2.1% +-0.5% 

* No change. 

(Included: KCKN, KCMO, KITE, KMBC 
WHB, WDAF.) j 





Grief—And Brief 


Detroit, July 9. 
Summer slump in sharp evidence 
here with biz down in all categories. 
Network took a drop even after Re- 
publican convention fall-off. 








|| July 6 compared to June 29 | 





Network Local National Total 
Units Units Spot Units Units 
7,490 10,998 4,819 23,307 
7,905 11,141 4,885 23,931 
—5% —12% —13% —2.6% 
(Included: CKLW, WJBK, WIR, WMBC, 


WWJ, WXYZ.) 


13 | 


re- | 


sales for the first six months of this 
year than over a comparative period. 


|KHJ soared 40% over last year's 
| June figures 

Looking Seer to the politico 
| flourish brings smiles all around. 


| Harrison Holliway, 


| placed the order. 
s flourished 


| Ryan; 





| 
| 


headman at KFI- 
KECA, forecasts a rush of biz that 
will equal any in the history of the 
two Ear! C. Anthony stations. Others 
share that optimism. KECA closed 
the biggest deal of the week, Kelly 


Kar Co. buying three hours every 
Sunday morning of ‘Swing Caval- 
cade’ for one year. Smith & Bull 


Other new KEC 
account is Zeaman Clothing, qu: rte! 
hour weekly, ‘Cabbages and 
26 weeks. 

KFI: Chrysler, 
scriptions, 


A 
Kings” 


52 one-min. tran- 
through Ruthrauff & 
Slavick Jewelry, 52 participa- 
tions in Bridge Club, through Ad- 
vertising Arts, 

KNX: Power Seal Co., 156 five- 
min, sport programs, through Lock- 
wood-Shackelford; Coleman Lamp, 
78 participations in Fletcher Wiley 
Combination, through W. Austin 
Campbell; Schwabacher-Frey, 312 
participations in Wiley Combo, 
through W. Austin Campbell; Wil- 
mington Transportation, 54 quarter- 
hour broadcasts of ‘Catalina Musical 


Mailbag,’ through Neisser-Meyerhoff. 

KHJ: Sears-Roebuck, 30 announce- 
ments, through Mayers Co.; Union 
Pacific, 39 one-min. spots, through 
Caples Co.; Lindsay Olives, 21 par- 
| ticipations in Norma Young’s ‘Happy 


| Homes,’ 





through Lord & Thomas 
|__ July 6 compared to June 29 | 
Network 





Local National Total 

Units Units Spot Units Units 

10,872 11,914 1,814 24.600 

11,008 11,727 173i 24,446 

—12% 415% 4+44% +0.6% 

(Included: KECA, KFI, KFWB, KHJ, 
KMPC, KNX.) 





Johnson Wax Uses Blurbs 


Chicago, July 9 

Needham, Louis & Brorby agency 
here has been purchasing a flock of 
announcement schedules through this 
part of the nation for the Johnson 
wax enamel product. 

Harrie Richardson has been work- 
ing on the stuff for the agency. 


: 
| 
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~ Remotes’ Loss Crimped Many 





Interesting sidelight on the shutdown of sustaining remote band 


broadcasts for NBC and Columbia was the economics involved. 


Be- 


sides having to use studio musicians and vocalists as replacements, 
the networks were deprived of thousands of dollars of revenue from 
the sale of leased remote telephone lines to hotels and other spots. 
Also hit hard was one segment of the AFM, the New York local (802), 
which collects $3 from a bandman every time he participates in a re- 


mote broadcast from a point within 802’s jurisdiction. 


This loss for 


the local’s relief fund, into which this money is tossed, figured over 


$1,000 a week. 


The spots, deprived of network outlets, also complained about feeling 


the pinch. 


With the Fourth of July holiday approaching, the sudden 


cutoff of the major medium for self-advertising caused much chagrin 


among these hotels and niteries. 


Another faction that felt the squeeze deeply 
As the ban on remote bands became extended some of 


ing industry. 


was the music publish- 


the publishers went so far as to try to find a way of getting from under 


their professional 


department loads. 


Several of the pubs, acting 


through Walter Douglas, chairman of the Music Publishers Protective 


Association, 
union, 


sought some form of relief from the contact employees’ 
Under their union contracts the pubs were not free to do any 


letting out or involuntary vacationing without granting the required 


graduating scale of notice. 


Pointing out that they were paying for 
men who couldn’t function because of the strike, 


these pubs suggested 


that the union allow them to cut salaries temporarily or give part of 


their staffs vacations without pay. 








PUBLIC SCHOOLS - OUT OF CONCENTRATION 


SHOULD OKAY 
HOT MUSIC 


Milwaukee, July 9. 
Public schow] pupils should have | 
a background of swing music, as 





ugo Bryk Release in France Is 
Reported to ASCAP 





Hugo Bryk, European representa- 
‘tive for the American Society of | 
Composers, Authors and Publishers, 
has advised the ASCAP home office 
that he has been released from a 
French concentration camp and is 


| back on the job. 


| 


well as compositions of the masters, | 


according to Hobart Sommers, prin- 
cipal of Chicago’s Austin high 
school, speaking before the Music 
Educators’ National conference, 
composed of 20,000 leaders in the 
field of music, which after a lapse 
of 32 ye: re-entered the fold of 
the National Education Association, 
in convention here, as the 
music department of the NEA. 

Sommers urged school music de- 
partments to develop dance bands as 
well concert organizations, say- 
ing school dance bands. brought 
youth closer to the school and the 
schools closer to the community 
than any other type music or- 
Zanization., 

‘All high schoo! principals should 
know by now that music activities 
of schools that properly fit into the 
regular school program are the best 
media for citizenship training for 
democracy,” said ‘To be 
well educated, students learn 
to live with music.’ 

Howard Hanson, 


rs 


as 


of 


Sommers. 
must 


composer and di- 


rector of the Eastman School of 
Music, University of Rochester, 
Rochester, N. Y., said that sym- 
Phonic orchestras developed in the 
American public schools were un- 
€qualed in the world for their class, 
and that the works of Americans 
are beginning to find place among 


the great heinnstnedeeteaniain 


GERSHWIN MEMORIAL 
CONCERT THURS. (11) 


The annual George Gershwin Me- 
morial Concert will be given at 
Lewisohn Stadium, N. Y , tomorrow 


(Thurs.), under the direction of 
Alexander Smallens. The soloists of 
the occasion include Oscar Levant, 
Anne Brown. Todd Duncan, and the 
Eva Jessaye Choir. 

The program will consist of ‘An 
American in Paris,’ for orchestra. 
Three preludes for piano, orches- 


trated by Lewis Raymond, a first 
per formance, the piano concerto in 
F” the Cuban overture excerpts 
from ‘Porgy and Bess,’ sung by 
Miss Brown and Duncan, and the 


‘Rhapsody in Blue’ will close the | 


Program with Levant as piano soloist. 


The memorial program has now | 
become a permanent fixture at the 
Stadium, always drawing terrific 
Crowds, which have been increas- 
ing. 

Third anniversary of Gershwin’s 


death actually is today (Wed.), and | 
many radio programs will feature | 
his works, per usual. 


official | 


Bryk, who had retained his 
trian citizenship though a resident of 
France for 15 years, was quarantined 
by the French shortly after the in- 
vasion of the Low Countries by 
Nazis began. 


Grant Thompson Orch 
Controlled by Poleist, 


Major Douglas Hertz 


A 


entered 


new-type of band-owner has 
the field, Douglas 
Hertz, ex-major in the British Army 


namely 


and a polo player. He controls Grant 
Thompson's orch. 

Possibly because of Hertz’s pole 
playing, Thompson's orch is now at 
the swanky Pegasus Club, Rockleigh, 
N. J., which has its own polo field. 
Thompson opened there July 4 for an 
indefinite stay. Danny Collins, an 
agent who doesn’t know a polo club 
from a nite club, set the deal. 


— + 


Aus. | 


the | 


MUSIG FIRMS 


BELT TO 


ASCAP Firms Readying At.| 


Against Music Interests 





BMI ISSUE 


| Representative music 


tack on Network as Making | 
Unfair Use of Its Power 


publishers | 


a 


ih 





affiliated with the American Society | 


| 
,of Composers, Authors and Publish- 


| ° . 
'ers are girding for a frontal attack | 


| 


on the Columbia network before the | 


| Federal Communications 


sion. 


| tract but concerns the band pressure 
| that CBS is allegedly exerting 
favor of compositions put out by 
| Broadcast Music, Inc., in which the 
network has a 20% interest. 

The publishers in question have 
compiled evidence to show that Co- 
jlumbia has been using its control 
pore radio facilities to further its 


in 


| wore publishing affiliation and to the | 


serious detriment of the established 


|music industry. This data will be | 


incorporated in a complaint that the 
|above publishers propose to 
through a designated deputation with 
the FCC during the coming week. 


Commis- | 
The issue has nothing to do| 
| with the pending new ASCAP con- | 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


PUBS TO CHARGE CBS FORCE’ 





NBC Resumes Its Dance Remotes: 


WRVA Settlement Now Pending 





Coincidence 


Buffalo, July 9. 


When Leroy ‘Stuff’ Smith was 
being examined in Bankruptcy 
Court here, attorney for a credi- 
tor asked him whether he owned 
an automobile. He said he didn’t. 
‘Are you sure?,’ sternly inquired 
the judge. Stuff was sure. ‘Ab- 
solutely sure?,’ inquired His 
Honor. Stuff was absolutely sure. 
‘Then,’ asked the Judge, ‘whose 
car was that with the name ‘Le- 
roy Smith’ on it that drove into 
the So-and-So garage this morn- 
ing?’ A light dawned on Stuff. 
‘Oh, that,’ he answered, ‘that be- 
longs to the other Leroy Smith, 
my boss.’ 

Stuff is bicycling currently be- 
tween Little Harlem and the 
Hacienda, both nighteries oper- 
ated by Leroy Smith, local 
colored night club impressario. 


BARNET TOUR 











file | 


The complaint will charge that 
CBS has displayed repeated dis-| 


'crimination by holding the works of 
other publishers to the rule which 
forbids the repetition of a number 
within two hours while allowing a 
BMI number to be aired over the 
same network as many as three 
times within an hour. The pubs 
will also charge that Columbia is 
using this control of facilities li- 
censed to it by the Government to 
crush people with whom it en- 
gaged in a business controversy 

This group of publishers also 
considering a proposal that it also 
file a complaint with the Federal 
Trade Commission, charging Colum- 
bia with using methods that are in 
restraint of trade. 

It is also alleged by these publish- 


1s 


1S 


ers that CBS is making a practice of 
pulling out their numbers from 
network sustaining scnedules at the 
last minute and substituting BMI 
composiuons, 


TO LIQUIDATE. 
DEFICIT 


Because he’s dropping too 
money to 
high -priced musicians in his band, 
Charlie Barnet will take another va- 
cation from the Lincoln hotel, New 
York, next month and hit the one- 
night trail to restock his bank bal- 
ance. Outfit is said to be running 
$250 below operating costs at the 
payoff rate at the Lincoln. Band 
will leave the spot either 
or 28 for about a month, a replace- 
ment band, probably Les Brown 
again, coming in. Barnet is booked | 


each week, due several 


|at the Lincoln till October. 


Band picks up first date at the At- 
lantic City Steel Pier immediately 
after exiting the Lincoln. It’s for 
five days. Follows with a week at 
Cedar Point, Sandusky, Ohio, 
2-8, and another stanza at Eastwood 
Gardens, Detroit, starting Aug. 9. 
Altogether it does two and a 
weeks of | 


one-nighters. 


Court Decision Should Reduce Amateur 
‘We Wuz Robbed’ Suits 


Song oWwr iters 


BEN BODEC 


specializing in musical 


By 
Lawyers 
ht regz vanded 


of 


copyrig ard the decision } 


down by the U.S. circuit court 

appeals in New York last week in 
the case of Jack_ Darrell against tne 

* 

Joe Morris Music Co. as having the 
effect of lifting a heavy legal ] 
stone from around the neck of the 
music publishing industry. Thi 
decision, they believe, will reduce 
considerably the number of in- 
fringement suits filed by amateurs 
since the suit-bringer is again re- 
quired to submit proof of accessi- 


bility to his work. As the rule now 
stands the fact that the material in 


two works are alike does not auto- | 


of 
the 


the writer 
access to 


that 
had 


infer 
work 


| matically 
the later 


son charging piracy. 
| he finding in the Darrell case 
reverses a rule laid down by the 
same circuit court, but of different 
| membership, in 1937. That was the 
| case of Wilkie vs. Santly Bros. and 
concerned the latter's publication of 
‘Starlight.’ The three judges in the 


Wilkie appeal! took the position that | 


| identity of material was a presump- 


manuscript or publication of the per- 


of accessibility. The result of 
this decision was bad for publishers. 
With amateurs not required to prove 
that the alleged lifter had actual ac- 


tion 


cess to a prior manuscript or pub- 
lication, there followed a decided in- 
crease of infringement actions from 
these ranks and the legal bills of 
publishers went up 1n proportion 

In the Darrell case, which involved 
the latter’s ‘Does Anybody Want a 
Little Kewpie’ and Morris’ ‘On the 
Island of Bali Bali,’ the circuit court 
held that while there was a close 
imilarity between the two melodies 
it could not be concluded that the 
writers of ‘Bali Bali’ had access to 
Darrell’s publication. Darrell even 


submitted testimony to uphold his 
charge of accessibility, but the cir- 
cuit court stated that his ‘showing 
of access was not very persuasive.’ 
Sydney William Wattenberg, who 
argued the appeal fer Morris, had 
stressed the fact that the lower 
court, which issued a verdict in his 
client’s favor, declined to recognize 
similarity as evidence of access. 
The Wilkie Case 

In the Wilkie case the court stated 
that ‘where similarities or identities 
are relied upon, they must do more 
than engender a suspision of piracy; 
| they must establish piracy with rea- 


sonable certainty But the charge 
of infringement does not fail merely 


because the infringer is not caught 
in the act, for access may be in- 
ferred or found circumstantially 
from the plan, the arrangement, and 
the combination materials contained 

the composition Internal proof 
of access may rest in an identity of 
words or in the parallel character 
of incidents or in a striking similar- 
ity which passes the bounds of mere 
accident.’ 

Lawyers acquainted with the evi- 
dence in both the Wilkie and the 
Darrell case say that fundamentally 
there wasn’t much difference be- 
tween them. The circuit court de- 


eision in the Wilkie matter proved 


a shock to publishers’ counsel at the | 
to | 
The | 


time and an out-of-pocket loss 
Santly Bros. of around $20,900. 


Wilkie decision is now a deadletter 


but there is nothing that Lester 
Santly can do about the break he 
got three years ago. However, the 
fate of several infringement cases 
now pending in the N.Y. federal 
court is expected to be influenced 


decidedly by the Darrell decision. 
One of them is the case of Davilla 
vs. Harms, Inc., and concerns ‘The 
Desert Song.’ Trial of this action is 
set for the fall. 


much | 


July 27) 


Aug. | 


half | 
locations and two weeks of 


| 
| KSTP, St. Paul, has composed its 


| differences over employment of 
' 


studio musicians with its American 
| Federations of Musicians local and 
| name bands were again permitted 
| by the AFM last night (Tuesday) to 
| feed remote sustaining service to 
| NBC. Columbia was still trying at 
|press time yesterday to straighten 
out similar difficulties prevailing 
| between its affiliate, WRVA, Rich- 
mond, and the Richmond local, so 
that it likewise could resume this 
remote service. Just before AFM 
j}and CBS officials went into a ses- 
sion at AFM headquarters late yes- 
| terday it was intimated that if the 
| WRVA matter weren’t cleared up 
immediately the international would 
| call out Columbia’s studio musicians, 
| but the indications were that there 
| would be a quick settlement. 

This was the first strike of its kind 
in the history of fhe broadcasting 
business. For NBC the shutdown 
had lasted exactly 11 days, while 
CBS suffered the loss of its remote 
name bands for eight days. James 
F. Petrillo, AFM, had taken office 
but a few days when he decided to 
force a showdown of the issue in 
St. Paul. His comparatively quick 
success in solving this situation is 
regarded as not only strengthening 
Petrillo’s leadership in the AFM but 
as assuring no further attempts of 
network-affiliated stations to kick 
over the applecart as far.as the em- 
ployment of union musicians is con- 
cerned. The networks themselves 
| were anxious to get this matter out 
| of the way for fear that it might be 





| prolonged to the point where NBC 


|} and CBS would have to face still 
; another hostile front. 

Stassen Brought In 

NBC officials continued through 


the previous week’s holiday to co- 
operate with both KSTP and the 
AFM in working out a compromise 
| agreement between the affiliate and 
the St. Paul local. The efforts at 
settlement even took a political tinge 
| when Governor Harold E. Stassen, 
| of Minnesota, recent keynoter at the 
| Republican national convention 
| called Stanley Hubbard, KSTP prez, 
and helped in mapping the settle- 
ment. Break came yesterday morn- 
ing (Tuesday) when the AFM’s 
home office announced that the deal 
worked out in St. Paul was okay 
with the international, and that the 
remote bands were going back on 
NBC immediately. 

Strike was called against KSTP 
June 8 when the station rejected the 
union’s demand that it expend $21,- 
000 a year for musicians. The terms 
of the settlement were not disclosed, 
but it is reported that the difference 

| between the original demand and the 
settlement figure was $3,000. 
Helped Mutual 
Freezing of bands off NBC and 
| CBS had proved quite a late evening 
listening boon to Mutual and those 
| Stations that have been specializing 


in phonograph record versions of 
name bands. It also resulted in a 
new type of plug approach for the 
music publishing industry. Contact- 
men have during the past 10 days 
been giving much attention to these 
phonograph record stations, by 
either soliciting the airing of their 
current tunes as stencilled by cer- 
tain bands or in some cases furnish- 
ng the gecords themselve: 
Intimations were given RCA Vic- 
tor by the AFM that if the St. Paul 
and Richmond tangles weren't set- 
tled soon it would be necessary for 
the union to shut down on the re- 


cording of phonograph platters in- 
definitely. 





Beer Town Accordions 


Milwaukee, July 9. 

This town goes for accordian play- 
ing in a big way. Not only are sev- 
eral factories locally manufacturing 
the squeeze boxes, but several 
schools are devoted to teaching how 
to extract music from them. 
| A feature of the city’s annual Mid- 
summer Festival, opening next Sat- 
urday (13), will be a 50-piece ac- 
cordion band made up of boys and 
girls ranging in age from 19 to 16 
| years. 





ee 
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Band Reviews 








JACK TEAGARDEN ORCH (15) ' 
With Mary Anne Dunne, David 

Allen | 
Sca Girt Inn, Sea Girt, N. J. 


Due to lack of summer spots to 
locate upcoming groups with wires, 
the Jersey shore has received much 
attention this summer from band 
bookers. Opportunities for bands are 
being made, rather than discovered 
This is one of those places. Redec- 
orated and generally tidied up, the 
Sea Girt Inn provides nice setting 
for a group like Teagarde on’s, whic 
has enough draw in the Teagar: jen 
name itself to cull curious first-tim- 
ers. That's all that’s needed because 
after one attendance a regular draw 
is pretty much assured. 

Seating between 900 and 1,000. the 
Inn is attractively dressed and nicels 
laid out to cater to the type of 
patron Teagarden will pull. It has 
a large dance floor, 80 by 40, con- 
servatively, but not cheaply priced 
dinners and drinks. and most of all 
a good band with an extremely 
danceable style and tempo. 

About a year and a half a 
garden bowed out of a spot with 
Paul Whiteman and built a group 
of his own. It started out with some 
of the best and most expensive men 
in the business. Beginning in such 
a way, with all other necessary ex- 
penses of an embryo crew, didn’t 
take long to show up the Teagarden 
band as one of the most expensive 
new outfits ever built. It was more 
than $25,000 in the red in a year. 
And it was a good band. 


The current edition, with only two 
of the original men still in it, is also 
good, far less expensive, and more 
likely to get somewhere. It’s a setup 
that tees off on well-tailored ar- 
rangements, running the gamut of 
jazz, swing, sweet, and Latin tempos. 
Though only six months old the 
group is already respected among | 
colleges, having already played a_/| 
string of such dates. | 

One of the outstanding things | 
about its playing is the danceable | 
tempo it manages to achieve, though 
its rhythm team lacks a_ guitar. | 
Strong and steady drumming is re- 
sponsible. Three trumpets, three | 
trombones, and five saxes complete 
the setup, both sections adding up | 
as strong and clean. And it has 
the advantage of the Teagarden 
trombone out front, coupled with 
his likeable, southern-accented vo- 
cals. 
time but is getting some from here. 
With that help it’s about ready to 
rise with a rush. 

Mary Anne Dunne is the girl vo- 


ago Tea- 


calist. She has faults, but sings in a 
steady. sure voice and with nice 
style. David Allen was only in the 


band a few days when caught and 
was still scared silly. Seems to | 
have what it takes. 

Personnel: John  Fallstick 
Feller, Tommy Gonsonlin, trumpets; | 
Joe Guiterrez, Joe Ferrell, Seymour 
Goldfinger, trombones; Artie Beck, 
Joe Ferdenando, Larry Walsh, Tony 
Antonelli, Art St. John, saxes; Nat 
Jaffe, piano; Arnold Fishkin, bass: 
Pau! Collins, drums. Guiterrez and 
St. Johns are from the former outfit 

Wood 


NAT TOWLES ORCHESTA (14) 
King’s Baliroom, Lincoln, Neb. 


Towles dedicates himself to the | 
fast-moving dance trade, with appeal | 
for the bounce-and-exercise 


tele, Crew, once of New Orleans 


'of arrangements, 


| demanded 


| lug 
nightly just under 40 different in- | 


|; most of, 


Band has not had much air | Ca! department is composed of Nor- | 


| Atee, 


| among 


Sid | 


the midwest’s best known, and best 
tollowed colored groups. 

There is traditiona)] race treatment 
and a quartet in 
ignments. All provides 
guidance. House is 
usually evenly divided on listening 
and limbering, the front of the 
rostrum well-stocked with 
which deprives some floor space to 
those dancers who want to go. 

Duke Groner does the 


rhythm ass 
easy dancing 


tvpical, slightly plaintive colored 
voice, best on the mournful melo- 
dies. He also takes over the baton, 


when Towles moves off the stand aes 
he does occasionally. A back row 
cut-up is iron-lipped Harold John- | 
son, whose trumpet blasts rock the 
brasses, and his dead-pan comedy 
catches on comfortably. 


Towles has three trumpets, Harold | 


Wilkerson, 
son, with 


Frank Greer, and John- 
Lee Williams, trombone, 
making the brass a foursome. An- 
other four mouth the reeds, Siki 
Collins, L. H. Tally, 
William Douglas. T. W. Pratt, bass, 
and Bernie Cobb, guitar, share in 
rhythm, with Nat Williams, a pee- 
wee drummer, in keeping with the 
writhing band style, and William 
Searcy, piano, lighting out on his | 
own when a showing is needed. 

Towles covers five or six states 
in his touring, works steadily, and is 
|one of the most easily sold colored 
i|bands to ballroom operators. 
sides delivering the musical package 
of him, and 
both dancery onlooker and doer, 
the boys are all trimly outfitted, and 
well kept. 

Can play off into the waltzy vein 
if forced, but that’s not the forte. 
He's for the youthful terp appetite. | 


JIMMY BARNETT ORCH (10) 





| Pla-Mor, Lincoln, Neb. 


Evenly split on bounce and glide 


music, the Jimmy Barnett 10 is 
heavily outfitted. Among other 
things, such as accent on showman- 


Ship and novelty bits, his nine men | 
to the bandstand with them 


struments. It is not uncommon, for 
instance, to see a normal brass sec- 
tion of three, swollen to seven or 
more, and same goes for the saxes. 
Barnett is able himself on 
trombone and trumpet, looks around 
to see whatever the band has the 
and joins in with them. 


man Lee, a reed man who comes to 
a stand-up at the mike, 
the drummer, 
the hides. The arrangers 
| mostly under the Glenn Miller spell, 
have a varied style, the three li- 
brary contributors being Chuck De- 
Busk, piano; Gus Donohue, trumpet, 
|and Harvey Heffron, trombonist. 
Other personnel are Orville Carl- 
son, trumpet; Bud Riffle 
Smith, saxes: a 
One of the 
Barnett has 
midwest plains for several 
| This is his third band, 
|b.o. magnet of the lot. Art. 


best 
been 


of the territorials, 


years. 


MORREY BRENNAN ORCH (7) 


‘| With Elma Olson 


oglers, | 


singing, a! 


Lee Pope, and | 


Be- | 


satisfying | 


both | 


Vo- | 


and Bill Mc- | 
who performs | 


and Don 
nd Bob Ohlmetz, bass. | 


going around the 


and heftiest | 


{ground with the three saxes bearing 
the weight of the rhythm. The lone 
trumpeter, Nate Kushnei, does a 
swell job and the outfit combines to 
the highest degree—a necessity in 
this kind of mus.c. When jitterbugs 
| demand, they ving out with little 

Lenny Rocker peating the drums in 
ithe demanded manner. 

Brennan, who is showmanly, ad 
libs with the crowd. Besides Miss 
Olson, Brennan does a bit of singing 
himself as does Harry DeMarco, bass 
| player, 

The personnel: Morrey Brennan, 
Elma Olson, singer; Harry Howel, 
Hi Nash and Bob Kolin, saxes; Nate 
|Kushnei, trumpet: Harry DeMarco, 
bass: Sheldon Smith, piano; Lenny 
Rocker, drums. Rutt. 


BAD WEATHER CRIMPS 
OUTDOOR SYMPHONY 


Butalo, July 9. 
Buffalo's first attempt in recent 
| years at al fresco symphony was 
| kayoed by the weatherman Tuesday 
(2). Chilly breezes chopped to 
about 2,500 the b.o. of ‘promenade 
| concert’ staged by Buffalo Civic Or- 


| chestra, John Ingram batoning, and 
| Bob Armstrong's WBEN house 


|band. This figure hardly made a | 
| dent in Civie Stadium, which has | 
| 33,000 capac ity. 


Feature was debut locally of ‘Tar- 
antella.’ tone piece by Sam Mineo, 
| local son. Composer and 
| were here for event. 
| Whether outdoor symphony will 
| be continued is in doubi. Promoter | 
Benno Rosenheimer summed it up 
| with ‘musicians cannot play forever 

| without profit.’ 


MOLINA AT CHASE CLUB 


May 


} 
| 
| 
| AP 
| Affect Settlement of Hotel's 

Action on Booking 

St. Louis, July 9. 

Although a $25,000 breach of con- 
| tract suit recently filed against him 
in Chicago by the Chase Hotel, Inc., 
| still dangles over his brow, Carlos 
Molina and his orchestra checked in 
at the Chase Club last night (Mon- 
dav) for an engagement that will 
run from three to fivé weeks. Harold | 
Koplar, mgr. of the swank west end 
nitery. said that as far as he knew 
the suit will not be shelved. 
| Whether Molina’s delayed engage- | 
ment will have any effect on the suit 
could not be learned 


| 


Nine Tunes for U Pix 


Salbeweed, July 9. 
Nine comic, romantic 
otherwise, are on the musical menu 
for Universal's ‘Argentine Nights,’ 
featuring the Ritz Brothers and the} 
Andrews Sisters. 
Ritzes wrestle with 
77-B’ and ‘Brocklynonga.’ 
drews trio sing ‘Hit the Road,” ‘The 
New Lick,’ ‘Dowry Song’ and ‘Rhum- 





| 
' 0 
songs, 


family | 


‘The Spirit of | 
The An-| 


clien- } 


— 


15 Best Sheet Music Sellers 


(Week ending July 6, 1940) 





Playmates 
God Bless America 
Woodpecker Song 
I'll Never Smile Again.. 
Imagination 
Sierra Sue 

Breeze and I 

*Where Was I? 
LDevil May Care ...... 
*Blue Lovebird CLillian 
Fools Rush In 

oS Ee Peer epee 
I Can't Love You Anymore.. 
+Youwe Lonely and I'm Lonely 


Russell’ ) 





*Filmusical., age Musical. 





Make-Believe Island ............. 


FA Ske ne a NS ie Miller 


saedk ehihhee datuntene 6 Santly 


Berlin 
..- Robbing 
ty aia ah iea eae Sun 
ABC 
Shapiro 
Marks 
. Remick 
Witmarle 
Feist 
.BVC 
Sanily 
-Olman 


ee ee ee 


(Louisiana Purchase’ » Berlin 








Network Plugs, 8 A.M. to 1 A i 





Following is a totalization of .the 





combined plugs of current tunes on 


NBC (WEAF and WJZ) and CBS (WABC) computed for the weel: from 


| 


Monday through Sunday 


| denotes film song, 


(July 1-7). 
performances on the two major networks from 8 a.m. 


Total represents accumulated 


to 1 a.m. Symbol * 


+ stage musicals, all others are pop. Parenthetic numeral 


| after the title indicates how many weeks the song has shown up in these 





and | 





listings. 
| GRAND 
| STL PUBLISHER TOTAL 
Brean RIO Oa i a See bere ae ee BVC 24 
| Sierra Ue oat he OG ths al CARS wd ee ae Pee Shapiro 24 
pe se ee ee ee eee Marks 23 
I Can’t Love You Any DOE Lo secscerscs bce eed Olman 21 
ee et Cc hs Coulecc a veal KdG bn ca wie pba A Witmark ..... 20 
I'm Stepping Out with a Memory Tonight (4).......... Robbins 5 
ey SEINE, a0 os Cn ows vcnces be emen teow ee Robbins ... ae 
I’m Nobody’s Baby (4)...*Andy Hardy Meets Debutante..Feist . 17 
a ccs asovnes ees beeeb oon dh heeaie ZW «-- 17 
SEE De WENT CE) vivaicc cs cecs bees venuwrnciad Crawford 16 
ETE, MNUINIE “RED Dy 5 0 ius oc odod ceva nccebiahaoeut ee 16 
Say It (13)...*Buck Benny Rides Again............... Famous 16 
Here in the Velvet Night (1)................ .BMI . 15 
CRONE US on ess vs ca cee IRs Se Dobe e eee enn ABC 15 
My! My! (13)...*Buck Benny Rides Again............. Famous 15 
You're Lonely and I’m Lonely (8)...+La. Purchase.....Berlin 15 
Meg ee ES | eer ore three Teer Tae. Aper 14 
Meet the Sun Half Way (9)...*If I Had My Wa: ..Santly 14 
We Could Make Such Beautiful Music (1)............. BMI 14 
er RE POE MR rd ed ee Wht sty eile e ORERES Famous 13 
Where Was I? (14)...* Til We Meet A gain eee Remick . 13 
| Yours Is My Heart Alone (10)...*Land of Smiles...... Harms 13 
Blue Lovebird (8)...*Lillian Russell................0. Feist 12 
I'll Never Smile Again (4)............... ..Sun 12 
| Mister Meadowlark (3)............00:. .Mercer 11 
| She ike Down the Stars (15) a er BVC ll 
| Tennessee Fish Fry (8) + America an Jubilee . Chappel! 11 
| All This, and Heaven Too (3)...*ATHT... .. Remick 10 
| Playmates (15)...... ; baits . Santly 10 
| Too Romantic (18) *Road to Singapore . Paramount 10 
| When the Swallows Come Back (2).......c..sccccccccce Witmar! 9 
With the Wind and the Rain in Your Hair (20) ~ .Paramount 4 
You Can't Brush Me Off (6)...#Loulsiana Purchase... eee Berlin q 
ECO BD PPORGOITUL POEEE C12) ccc cvkaas ceetnecesiaecs .- Robbins 8 
| Orchids for Remembrance (1). .........s.eeceeeeeees Miller . 8 
| Piease Tee & Eetter, Weise Brown. €2) i cic cisicnccsvecs Paramount 8 
nets that’s essentially a dance band, 
is getting nation-wide build-up be- 
On The Upbeat cause of the musicians union strike. 
| Currently grabbing seven and eight 
shots a week on CBS from WCAU, 





| Harlan Rodgers joined vocal sec- 


P P . y F ee ‘Oit las ree Just 2 de ( , 
| Marine Room, Pier, Celoron, N.Y. boogie.’ Two ditties, ‘Hall of the aay oe a Just an addition for 
| In January Brennan cut his band | | Mountain Queen’ and ‘Once Upon a | tai 

{from 14 to seven pieces, and picked | Dream,’ are warbled by Constance | wegen 

° . ! s + ot 
up petite Elma Olson in Cleveland | Moore. The ninth, ‘Amigo We Go| Dee Keating 1s new vocalist with 
to warble. He opened this Pier two | piging Tonight,’ is sung by George|Al Donahue, the second or third 


weeks ago. The band, all young and 
energetic, really works in a smooth | 
| way, and creates the impression of a 


Reeves. 























but up here at the headwaters of the |larger band. Swinging into the I R H tt ¢ h! 

Mississippi for four years, is one of 'slower tempo, it has a Savitt back- | na ay utton ommis 

— — | General Amusement Corp. has | 
taken its differences with Ina Ray | 


ASK US—WE 
Professional Copies—Dance 


WRITE 


THE WHOLE WORLD’S 


WH’ Venu 


Hutton to the American Federation 


ASKING of Musicians. Miss Hutton, who for- | 
merly booked her band through | 
GAC, allegedly owes that outfit some 

$600-700 in commissions. She’s cur- 
rently being booked by Music Corp. | 

| of America, leading an ali-male band 
which was formed early this spring | 
after she discarded the femme crew | 

' t t which had been under her baton for 
|; some time. 

gas | Settlement whereby the leader will 
CAl GHT HIM | pay off the debt at the rate of $25 | 
| weekly may be worked out. It’s 
" . currently being considered. Her new 
Arrangements Available Now band starts a location date at Re- 
nault’s Tavern, Atlantic City, later | 
| this week. | 


WIRE 








Both Arrangements 
SAUNDERS P 


LUCKY WILBER 





THE NEW RHYTHM BALLAD HIT 


IT'S A MIGHTY PREITY 
NIGHT FOR LOVE =| 


6425 Hollywood Bivd., Hollywood, Cal. 


DICK VOLTTER’S OPERATION 
Dick Voltter, Shapiro, Bernstein 
| & Co. v.p., is recovering from an op- 
| eration for gallstones which was per- 
|formed last Wednesday (3) at Mt. 
| Sinai hospital. 

He wili be away from the office 
about three weeks. 

Another incapacitated member of 
Shapiro - Bernstein’s professional 
staff is Jack Ostfeld, Cleveland rep. 
Ostfeld suffered a serious heart at- 
| tack in that city last Friday (5) and 
| the attending physician urged 
| against his being moved from the} 
hotel in which he lives. 





By NED FREEMAN 


UBLICATIONS 





John Leipold wrote the musical 
score for Paramount’s ‘Texas Rang- 
‘ers Ride Again.’ 





ART SCHWARTZ 











A enti: A in ctine a 


mgr ee ett nner 


| World's Fair. 


|land office to personally 


| velt hotel, 


| Van Cley 
| July 28. 


/ Summer 


| Since Paula Kelly gave up singing to 


| become a mother. 

Jimmy and Tommy Dorsey bands 
will slug it out at softball today 
(Wednesday) in Central Park, N. Y. 


> 


Any cover? 


Gene Krupa set to run an amateur 
drumming contest on large scale dur- 
ing his band’s current stand at the 
Dancing Campus of the New York 


Seymour Heller left MCA’s Cleve- 
manage Ted 
Fio Rito band. Latter now at Roose- 
New Orleans. | 
Dick Shelton orchestra set into the 
e hotel, Dayton, starting on 
Minimum of four weeks. | 
Bernie Whitman’s band with Peggy 
Cannon continues throughout the 
season at Pocono Summit | 
Pocono Summit, Pa 
- - ' 


Gin Shark’s Swingsters and twice 


Inn, 


j— 


| nightly floor show featured at Craigs | 


Meadows Hotel, 
Stroudsburg, Pa. 

Johnny Long dated for Wildwood, 
N. J., Saturday (13) through July 24, | 
going to Roseland Ballroom, New! 
York, for eight weeks following 7 

Howard Baum and Clyde Knight | 
in Pittsburgh traded spots Monday 
(8), Baum going from Willows to 
West View Park and Knight from 
West View to Willows. 


Route 209, East 


Joey Kearns crew, only radio sta- | 
tion house band 9n the CBS or NBC | 





, 


tion of the Sammy Kaye band in De- | 


Philadelphia. 


Wanda and Her Escorts at William 


Penn Hotel’s Continental Bar, Pitts- 
‘burgh, extended additional four 
| weeks. 

Johnny Kaaihue Hawaiians at 
Lounge Cafe of Hotel Roosevelt, 
Pittsburgh, for indefinite stay, suc- 
ceeding Three Suns 

Ella Fitzgerald orchestra made 
|; Coast debut at Sweet’s Ballroom, 
Oakland (7). Dancery frequently 
plays name bands which don’t make 
Frisco. Oakland engagement only 
| stop in area. 

Phil Harris and his orchestra 
played a one-nighter at the Forum, 
Vancouver, July 8 under Beacon 


theatre management, ducats retailing 


at $1.10. P 

Harry Sosnik, now installed at 
Décea in New York as a music di- 
rector, last week did a three-disc 


album of ‘New Moon’ Frank 


tunes 


| Forrest and Florence George did the 


vocals. 


Earle Geiger, sax, 


1y 


returned to nal 


Kemp band. 











JORINNY 


McGEE 


HiS SINGING TRUMPET 
AND HIS ORCHESTRA 


MILLION DOLLAR PIER 
ATLANTIC CITY 
WEEK jULY 28 

Direction 

GENERAL AMUSEMENT CORP. 
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Wednesday, July 10, 1940 


VARIETY 


MUSIC 35 





| Broadcast Music 





Pith but slight rep in the music 


biz They are Leon de Costa, Sam- 
1 O. Johnson, Milton Leeds, Henry 
4 Richard Ullman, Bernard 





i ¢ ers, 
aa. Max Wartell, Irving Wall- | 
§man, Milton and Charlotte Cassell, 
| Robert Sour, Jock Francken, Art 
McKay. Charles Beal, Bob Eaton, 
| Bigas Battle, Ken Byron, Peter 
as, 
3 a Weiser, Don McCray, Ernest 
igold, Leroy (Stuff) Smith (the 


} colored maestro), Malcolm Reid, Lee 
) wainer, Melvin Thorner, Vin Gan- 
’ non, Jerry Wayne, Robert Pierpont, 
. Forshew I], Laurette Carroll, David 
1 Greggory. M. Cooper Paul, Michael 
, Field, Newt Oliphant. 


Beautiful Music’ (Sour-Manners) and 
‘Here in the Velvet Night’ (McCray 
Gold) got more than 10 plugs on ‘the 
sheet,’ as the radio log is called in 
the trade. Breakdown of the plugs 
shows they, along with other BMI 
performances, are- all via 
bands on sustaining programs. 
There's no indication of their sales, 
ihat seemingly being a secondary 
facior. 


EAST ST. LOUIS 
MUSIC CURFEW 
IS 11 P.M. 





St. Louis, July 9. 
Execs and members of AFM, Local 
No, 717, East St. 


© 


Louis, are plenty 
burned up by an edict issued last 
‘week by Police Chief Michael 
| O'Rourke which put a stop order on 
jall forms of music in taverns etc., 
efter 11 p.m. although a recently en- 
: acted ordinance extended the closing 
hour of these spots to 2 am. Union 
execs claim that O'’Rourke’s ukase 
tosses about 100 tooters out of work 
for the three hour period. Although 
the town has a population of ap- 
proximately 84,000 there are 220 li- 
censed drinking places that get a 
g00d play from this burg when the 
lam. closing hour arrives. 

The chief said that excessive noise 
of the tooters and audiences prompt- 
ed the move. The Local is assembl- 
ing a gob of data, statistics, etc., to 
present soon to O'Rourke in an effort 
to have him change the order. 


MUSICAL RESEARCH 
BLOWS UP 25TH ANNI 


Detroit, July 9. 

Detroit Federation of Musicians 
Was recently thinking of what they 
Considered the 25th anniversary of 
free band concerts in the local parks. 
Idea was to have Jack Ferenz, presi- 
dent of the local, present a silver 
baton in keeping with the supposed 
25th anniversary, 

Somebody thought that back in 
1902 Harold Todd's band was playing 





~ 


free concerts in the parks. That 
Would. spoil the 25th anniversary 
idea Federation's oldest member, 


97-year-old Carl Haines, Civil War 
veteran, who still likes to give a 
cello @ workout, really wrecked an- 
Riversary by remembering one Wil- 
liam Bendix, back in 1869. 

The Federation decided to give up 


: i 
Authors of Broadcast Music, Inc.'s 
rst catalog are chiefly unknowns, | 


For the first time this week, two, 
BMI songs, ‘We Could Make Such | 


house | 





_ jaea of a silver baton. The 
Proper anniversary one just about 
Calls for diamonds. 

Ee 

= 


a 





JIMMIE 
LUNCEFORD 


And HIS ORCHESTRA 


end 11 — Fieldston, Mass.; 12 — 
| aoe N. H.; 13—Narragansett, 
- 15 14—Bristol, Conn.; 15—Lan- 





, ee: Pa.; 16—Pittsburgh, Pa.; 
i—Cincinnati, Ohio. 

; e 

+] Mot. HAROLD OXLEY 





7 East 49th St., New York 





Composer Roster 


> 





GRANT STAY TO BERLE 


His Expulsion, Fine Held Up by 
Musicians’ National 
Philadelphia, July 9. 
| Bernie Berle, band 


‘ean Federation of Musicians, and 
| fined $5,000 for alleged wage chisel- 
ing, last week was granted a stay of 
| the union. 

Berle (nee Gorodetzer) was or- 
dered to place a bond of $500 pend- 
‘ing his appeal before the national 
| body. 


| ‘ = 
Willie Horowitz Patches 
Selling - Away Dispute 








Abner Silver has entered into ae 
revised agreement with Willie Horo- 
witz, his partner in Mayfair Music, 
|whereby Horowitz holds a= six- 
i'months option to buy out Silver's 
interest and Silver is free to place 
ihis songs with other firms. The two 
jare reported recently to have 
clashed when Silver sought to turn 
| over some of his 
| other publishers. 


leader who| 
was expelled from Local 77, Amer- | 


NBC-CBS, 


BMI Tunes Hit 10 Plugs (In Week) for First Time— 


Sustainers Increase 


Henry Felior, Hy Zaret,| judgment by the national officers of | 


With Partner Silver 


Music proposition, 
make certain of at least two things 
One, is that the entire broadcasting 


manuscripts to | 
Under the new | 


|relationship Silver is committed to | 


give Mayfair but four songs a year. 
| At one point in the controversy 
|Silver offered to sell out his 
| terest to Horowitz but the latter said 
that he could not -take up _ the 
| proposition immediately. Horowitz 
|had contended that the article of 
agreement had restricted Silver's 
isong output to the Mayfair catalog. 


TEMPLETON’S WHIMSY 
WOWS CHAUTAUQUA 


Jamestown, N. Y., July 9. 

Alec Templeton, allowing no for- 
mality, played for two hours at 
Chautauqua Institution Friday night 
for 8,000 The blind pianist opened 
with serious selections, but bounded 
into his Own Templeton manner 
which left a Chautauqua audience 
loving it. He opened with the pre- 
lude to Lully’s ‘Alceste,’ swung into 


‘Grieg’s in the Groove’ and ended 
his sked with his own ‘Concert 
Waltz.’ So impressed was the crowd 
that it demanded more—and got 
it. His arrangement of ‘The Three 
Little Fishies’ made the audience let 
down its hair. 


replaced Wayne King, 
who was first skedded for a concert 
at Chautauqua. Templeton entered 
the Amphitheatre. which was crowd- 
ed to the choir loft, amid one of the 
greatest Chautauqua ovations heard 
in a 


Templeton 


long tme. 


Philadelph a Tulv 9 

Alec Templeton will 
pert on Philly Record’s ‘Sound Your 
A’ musical quiz program aired to- 
morrow (Wed) from the Robin Hood 
Dell on WFIL. 


Oberstein’s Show Place 
At Bloomfield Folds 


s 


Originally scheduled to become a 
buildup spot for United States Re- 
Co the Club Ever- 
Bloomfield, N. J., closed last 
(30) approximate 
weeks of opel Spot started out 
last May 14, 
ex-bandleader 
Van Alexande! 
six to 


be guest ex- 


cord bands, 
green, 
week after y six 
ation 


. 
under the direction of 


Joe Rines, with the 
orchestra down foi 

3and 
and was followed 


stay of eight weeks 
stayed 
by a group under Rines 
had been augmented from five pieces. 
It had been a relief crew for Alex- 
ander. 

Eli Oberstein, head of U. S. Rec- 
| ords, has an interest in the place, but 
his intention to make it a buildup 
|spot for his recording bands was 
| probably bothered by Music Corp. of 
America’s use of tiie Chatterbox, at 
doocakoteaste N. J., for a similar 
Latter spot now has Harry 
handled by MCA, and 
had it once before, meaning that 
James. a U. S. recording ariist, 
| couldn't go into the Evergreen. Small 
‘bar is still open at the latter place, 
| however, making use of a recently 
‘renewed liquor license. 


only three 


yaton which 


| purpose. 
| James band, 
| 





Code tate a 


in- | 





British Best Sellers 


(Week Ending June 15) 


(Six-Pence Numbers) 


‘Don’t Pass Me’..... Gay 
‘Dreams Grow Old’,..,. Feldman 
yo 2 Sree Wood 


‘Singing Hills’ .........Connelly 


‘Let Curtain Down’. .Cinephonic 
‘Made Me Care’......... Norris 
‘Oh, Johnny’..... 5peainaie Os 
‘No Souvenirs’...........Wright 
"ECORI cc kccicucs Southern 
"ey On LAGGe’ b..0sss: Maurice 


(One-Shilling Numbers) ., 


‘Woodpecker Song’......... Sun 
‘Fall In Love’...........Maurice 
‘Nightingale’ ...........Maurice 
‘Too Romantic’..... ..»- Victoria 
"epee Te TES os. xo sacs Prowse 








MUSTER 2,000 
- STRINGS 


Cincinnati. July 9. 
The biggest convention in the his- 


_tory of the American Guild of Ban- 


.son, Jason, on the Univeicail lot 


joists, Mandolinists and Guitarists 
ended a four-day session here Wed- 
nesday (3) when 2.000 
fretted instruments gave a 30-minute 
broadcast over the Mutual network 
from nearby Coney Island park. 
Preceding the airing, all officers of 
the Guild had been reelected, and the 
membership-at-large voted gold cups 
to Harry Volpe, as the 
‘greatest swing guitarist’; Eddie Al- 
kire, for Hawaiian guitar: Vicente 
Gomez, as classic guitarist; Tommy 
Dorsey, for his swing band: and Fred 
Waring’s sweet music outfit. 
Presentations of the trophies were 
made on the air to Volpe and Alkire 
by Richard B. Gilbert of New York, 


country’s 


who emceed the show, and also to 
Chester W. Gould's Banjo band of 
Minneapolis, which had been aa- 


judged the finest marching unit in a 
parade held Tuesday (2). 


Other soloists featured over MBS 
were Carlo DeFillipis and Peter 
Vournas, mandolinists: Anthony An- 
tone, banjoist; and Richard S. Pick, 
classic guitarist. A massed band of 
2,000 players conducted by Hank 
Karch, convention manager, played 
theme music and closed the broad- 
cast with ‘Cincinnati Convention 
March.’ 

Some 15 marching bands took part 


in the parade through downtow: 
Cincinnatl, 
an evening concert at Taft 
atre to an audience of about 2.100 

Officers reelected are Chester W 
Gould, president; Miss Emma Murr 
of White Plains, N. Y.. -presi- 
dent; Joseph F., 
treasurer. 

Officers of the associate 
are Miss Lee Moller of Norwood, 
Ohio, president: Don C. Lehen, of 
Minneapolis, vice-president: 
Elizabeth Bauerle, of Pittsfield 
secretary 


which was fe 


+ 
tne 


vice 


Pizzitola, secretary 


division 


~ 1 
“ana 


Mas 


Burke, Monaco Split 


Hollywood. J v & 
Johnny Burke and Jimmy Monac« 
have split as a songwriting team 
after years of collaborating on Bing 
Crosby picture Burke is teamins 
Van Heusen on an 
ignment from Paramount to tur 
out the tunes for the Jack Benny 


Fred Allen film, ‘Love Thy Neighbor.’ 


' 
Jimmy 


up with 


Burke and Van Heusen share credits 

on ‘Imagination, “Oh, You Crazy 

Moon’ and other popular numbers 
Monaco is looking around for @ 


new lyricist partner 


Ben Bernie’s Trek 


Ben Bernie starts a tour of one- 
nighters and theatres that will keep 
him busy until Sept. 1. This week 
Lyric, Indianapolis; next week Wis- 
consin, Milwaukee; then westward 
on dance dates to the Coast. 


with his 


. 


Will visit for two weeks 


SETUP; METR 


players of |! 


llowed bv, 


the- | 


40% OWNERS OF BMI, MAY 
0 DEAL STILL HOT 


Small Rights Now Being Checked—Cash Assurance 
Will Guarantee Sale—Metro Has Peeves Against 
ASCAP Over Cinematic Credits 





Representatives of Columbia and 
NBC were slated to meet yesterday 
,afternoon (Tuesday) with Neville 
Miller, president of the National As- 
‘sociation of Broadcasters, to 
sider the latest progress made in the 
move of Broadcast Music, Inc., to 
acquire the Metro-Robbins catalogs. 
A BMI directorate gathering is 
slated for next Tuesday (16) at the 
Ritz Tower, N. Y. The contract cov- 
ering the sale was drawn up. last 
week, but an Official of one of the 
networks declared Monday (8) that 
there were ‘very many wrinkles to 
, be ironed out before there could be a 
deal.” In Metro quarters an opti- 
mistic air prevailed. 
Before going in on 
NBC 


con- 


the Metro 


wants to 


‘industry stands united on backing 
the sale and cbliigating itself to a 
three-year contract with BMI so that 
sufficient license fees will be forth- 
coming to pay off the Metro invest- 
ment. Also that Metro can legaliy 
deliver 100% of the small rights in 
the catalog. In other words. it 
doesn’t want to buy a whirlwind of 
law suits. 

| It is generally accepted within 
,the music and broadcasting indus- 
| tries that the sale of the catalogs to 
| BMI will be followed by a deluge 
| of restraining litigation by writers 
| who have assigned their smal] rights 
‘in the Metro catalogs to the Ameri- 
‘can Society of Composers, Authors 
and Prplishers. The feeling within 
these writer ranks is that the courts 
will uphold their contention that the 
vesting of such rights in ASCAP has 
become a custom of the business and 
that these rights can only be trans- 
ferred subject to the terms in the 
standard writers’ contract which 


since 1932, at least, has designated 
ASCAP as the assignee of the 


writers’ small rights. 

Metro is apparently proceeding on 
the theory that the small rights fiow 
from the copyright, and that the mo- 
ment the number is published the 
writer’s commén law right in his 
work ceases and the copyright owner 
(the publisher) becomes the abso- 
lute owner of all rights within the 
copyright. And, therefore, is not re- 


| clined to make this 


quired to consult the writer 
the disposition of such rights. 
Metro’s Motives 
Decision of Metro to sell its music 
interests to radio is prompted by twe 
considerations. One, is that it 
been corivinced that the U. S 
preme court’s decision in the 
consin oil refiners’ case, in which 
price-fixing by combination, was 
condemned, presages rough-going in 
the near future. The other angle has 
to do with a peeve that Metro has 
harbored against ASCAP’s board of 
directors for years. With the pro- 
ducers responsible for a major share 
of the original music used in 
filmusicals, Metro has contended that 
ASCAP ought to maintain a detailed 
check on musie performed in pic- 
ture theatres, the same as it has 
been doing in radio. Were these the- 
atres counted, Metro of course would 
get the lion’s share of credit with 
the result that its royalty checks 
from ASCAP would be substantially 
greater than they now are. The 
ASCAP board has consistently de- 
concession, be- 
of the added expense that 
(Continued on page 36) 


ROBERT STOLTZ PUTS 
WORKS INTO CORP. 


Albany, N. Y., July 16. 

Music Rights Corp. has _ been 
chartered to conduct business in mu- 
social and dramatic enterprises, with 
principal office in New York. Cap- 
ital stock is 100 shares, no par value. 
Directors are William Goffen, Jenta 
Berman and Elsie Rathjen, New 
York. 

Philip Wittenberg was filing attor- 


ney. 


about 


has 
‘ lie 


Wis- 


cause 








Ex-Stagmaite 


Robert Stoltz, composer of ‘Two 
Hearts Beat in Three-Quarters Time,’ 
is the principal in the above ven- 
ture. He is assigning the American 


ights of his works to the corpora- 
tion for administration. Prior to the 
advent of the Nazi government he 
was a member of the German per- 
forming rights society «(STAGMA) 

Dailey Paskman will be president 
of the corporation. 
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Night Club Reviews | 








CHASE CLUB, ST. L. | 


(HOTEL CHASE) 


| 





St. Louis, July 5. 
Cross and Dunn, Arnold Rouner, 
Lyyn Chalmers, Theodore and 
Denesha, Carlos Molina Orch (12); 
$1.25-$1.50 minimum. 





Delayed appearance of the Latin- 
American strains of Carlos Molina s 
tooters, heavily ballyed, plus quality 
and quantity of entertainment, ts 
packing ‘em in at this air-condi- 
tioned swank west end spot despite 
strong outdoor competish. 

Band has a clever finger drummer 
and Molina is no slouch with the 
gourds and violin. There’s an unusual 
novelty act by Arnold Ronner, a 
young ‘un, who doubles as m.c. and as 
a sleight-of-hand artist. Billed as Sir) 
Echo, Ronner engages in conversa- 
tion with ringsiders and repeats theic | 
words so quickly the voices are vir- 
tually simultaneous. He drags around 
a mike attached to a public address 
system in order that the conversa- 
tions may be heard all over the 
room, He invites those who speak a 
foreign tongue to a tete-a-tete, and 
aithough he encountered, at this 
catching, Flemish, Russian, Polish, 
Romanian, French and German gab, 
he didn’t slip up once. It’s rapid- 
fire stuff, and when some of the 
femme diners tried to trip him with 
inflections in their voices, Ronner 
never flunked. 

Show opens with Molina and three 
from the violin section doing a soft 
and melodic Latin number that paves 
the way for Lynn Chalmers, a 
looker who warbles sengs in Spanish 
and English. Her best is ‘Say Si Si’ | 
in both tongues. She has plenty on 
the ball. Theodore and Denesha, 
next, are ballroomologists, with the 
gal tastily dressed in a fluffy summer 
gown. They contribute a rhumba 
and adagio in addition to their first 
routine. She’s a lightweight, and 
this enables Theodore to toss her 
around with considerable eclat. They | 
rate audience approval. 

Henry Dunn, remembered for his 
appearances here at Loew’s with. 
Bert Rome, hasn't changed much in 
appearance or voice. With Cross, he 
scores again. For the early show | 
they toned down some of their bal- | 
lads considerably, in contrast with 
the early a.m. session, and clicked all 
the way. Opening with ‘It Could 
Only Happen in the U.S.A.’ team 
does a parody on ‘Wishing’ that’s not 
too risque. Dunn sings a few bars 
from ‘Pagliacci’ and then both join 
in ‘Shine On Harvest Moon,’ done in 
a low, soothing manner. Their in- 
terpretation of ‘Stars of Yesterday,’ | 
starting with Eddie Leonard and in- 
cluding Gallagher and Shean, Bert | 
Williams, etc., is o.k. Cross’ interp 
of Noel Coward warbling ‘Rainy | 
Day’ after Dunn handled the ditty | 
copped deserved plaudits. Pair had | 
to come back for two more songs to 
satisfy the customers who filled the | 
place. 

Molina’s boys produce pleasing 
tunes that get the dansapators off 
their chairs. Sahu. 


PATIO BARGE, PITT 


Pittsburgh, July 3. 

Herman Middleman Orch 
Jackie Heller, Eric Ricard, Jerry and 
Turk, Shirley Heller, Eddie Met- 
calfe, Paul Florenz Girls (6); $1 and 
$1.50 (Saturday and holidays) mini- 


Tee, 








| gets away 


before they’ve made a turn. As a 
warbler, half-pint has few peers. 
Gives ‘em chiefly the current pops, 
with a few oldtimers, and seldom 
with less than 10 num- 


| 
| 


bers 
Eric Ricard, a Bob Ripley alum- | 
nus, has a neat novelty in his 


shadowgraph turn. Manipulates his 
fingers cleverly in front of a spot-| 
light, which throws flock of amaz-| 
ing animated fingers on a silver | 
screen in front of him. It's entirely | 
different for a nitery act and un- 
usual enough to make his stay any- 
where profitable for both parties. 
Jerry and Turk are a couple of antic | 
hoofers with plenty on the ball, he | 
a deadpanner and she a wild-haired, | 
screwball cutie. They bounce into | 
a hit almost from getaway and) 
stay that way right through. Male- 
mixes up some okay chatter at the | 
mike while she’s patty-caking and | 


Nitery Followup 


Cafe Society in Greenwich Village, 
N. Y.. which started out as a satirical 
billing and suddenly found itself en- 
joying a bit of a socialite vogue— 
with its policy of Harlemania trans- 
planted to the Village—will go the 
whole hog this fall with an East 58th 





| street boite to be called Cafe Society. 


It will be on the site of the old Belle 
Livingston's and other Park avenue 
speakeasies, latterly Joe Zelli’s 
Mother Kelly's, et al. Meantime the 
downtown spot, under Barney Jo- 
sephson’s aegis, has brought in a 
brisk swingo bunch headed by 
Teddy Wilson, ex-Benny Good- 
man Trio pianist, who heads a 
corking sextet of out-of-this-world- 
ers. Wilson is naturally domi- 
nant at the ivories, featuring Benny 
Morton, ace on the trombone; Yank 
Porter, drums, and Willie Coleman, 
on trumpet. {t's a dandy team that 
bounces its jazzique in compelling 
terp style. Porter is also a great 
assist to the comely Hazel Scott, 


Bands at the Boxoffice 


-----— 





(Presented herewith, as a weekly tabulation, ts the estimated cover 
charge business being done by name bands in various New York hotels 
Dinner business (7-10 P.M.) not rated. Figures after name of hotel give 
room capacity and cover charge. Larger amount designates weekend and 
holiday price.) 


Covers 
Weeks Total 


Band Hotel Tiayed wosk, on. 
Charlie Barnet... .Lincoln (225; 50c-$1).........6..4-. 10 450 6,475 
Larry Clinton*t...New Yorker (400; 75c-$1.50)........ 9 1,375 13'509 
Buddy Clarke.... Park Central (375; 50c-$1)........... 1 500 500 
Jimmy Dorsey.,.Pennsylvania (500; 75c-$1.50)....... ~13 1,800 21,000 
Tommy Dorsey*.. Astor (900; 75c-$1)........ 5663%0ac%3 7 2500 22/475 
Ray Kinney*..,... Lexington (300; 75c-$1.50)......... - 8 1,178 11,575 
Alvino Ray.......Biltmore (300; $1-$1.50)............ . ze 525 1,875 


* Asterisks indicate a supporting floor show, although the band is the 
major draw, Clinton was in the room only 2 days last week, returning . 
Friday (5). Joe Venuti was on the stand the first four days. 


—* - ~ — a 


— 


Russ Lyon Checking Up; 








lap-sitting with the customers, and. 
they love it. Kids are cafe sure-| whiz on the Steinway. What with 
firers. Only mistake they made was Pete Johnson and Albert Ammons, 
in their encore, which was in ex-! with their respective Kansas City 


coloratura songstress who is also a 


Werblin Incommunicado 


Russ Lyons, Music Corp. of Amer- 
ica band dept, exec, off to the hos- 


War Conditions 


| Oomph Girl,’ 


(8), 


tremely bad taste here. All right | 
for a weekend crowd in the Catskills, | 
but that’s as far as it should be per- | 
mitted to get. 

Paul Florenz line of six gals can} 
step well enough and they look good, | 
too. Give out with the hula stuff} 
in scanty costumes, and shake it up} 
plenty, and wind up congaing with | 


and Chicago boogie-woogie style of 
pianology, the show is all to the 
Steinway. However, it’s by no 
means boresome, each with definite 
flair. Miss Scott swing-sings pops 
in unique style and then does 
black-and-white. tricks with Bach, 
Rachmaninoff and Percy Grainger’s 
‘In. a Garden.’ “Big Joe’ Turner 


the crowd to work up a lot of fun) struts a mean vocal blues, and the 


and fury. Herman Middleman’s | 
band, with Shirley Heller and Eddie 


| Metcalfe doing a good job on the 


vocals, both in solo and duets, is a 
first-rate hoof-it combo and can take | 
sweet and hot in its stride and also | 
keep a nice balance for the strictly 
drinking sections. Cohen. 


BATH & TURF, A. C. 


Atlantic City, July 7. 
Belle Baker, Tana, Juanita Rios, 
Gerardo and His Conga Dancers, 
Don DeVodis Orch; $3 Minimum | 
Saturdays and holidays; no cover, ' 





| no minimum otherwise. 





This smart club, which runs for | 
about 10 weeks during the summer, | 
opened July 4 with Belle Baker top- 
ping the bill. Club has been elab- 
orately decorated and _ air-condi- 
tioned. 


Miss Baker, scheduled to open a 
week preceding, had been stricken 
upon arrival with a bronchial ail- 
ment that kept her indisposed for a | 
week. She was in good form at the | 
opening, having lost none of her | 
vigor and singing her comedy num- | 
bers with verve. Also approved were | 
her touching ballads. 

Miss Baker is surrounded by a 
fast, sparkling revue featuring the | 
La Conga unit headed by Tana. who |} 
sings to her own guitar accompani- | 
ment. She’s colorful and in keeping 
with the Latin-American’ theme. | 
Juanita Rios, billed as the ‘Mexican | 

offers native dances, | 
and rhumba and conga numbers are | 
served by Gerardo and his dancers. | 

South American and continental | 
rhythms are supplied by Don De 
Vodi’s orch. Jack Randall m.c.s and | 
sings popular ballads. | 


Carter. 


BMI-Metro 


Continue gfrom page 35 











vould be involved in checking the- 
atre performance, and for other 
reasons. 


and Renita, 


| midnight on. 
crack Sonny Kendis band (a fugitive | 


Golden Gate Quartet round it out 
with vocal harmonics. Wilson’s set- 
up is two brass, string bass, drums, 
clarinet and the leader at the black- 
and-whites. 





Monte Proser has decided his 
Beachcomber, N. Y., needs a hypo to 
offset the opposition from The Hurri- 
cane with its elaborate South Seas 
floor show, and, above all, a new 
cafe personality in Romo Vincent, 
rotund comedian. Proser tried first 
with a $1.50 table d’hgte over the 
summer, a good idea. since the 
unique food, while extraordinary in 
its Oriental quality, could total into 
a nice-tab—especially if fortified 
with supplementary coffee grogs at 
75c and zombies at $1.25 a copy— 
and now he’s embellishing it still 
further with a floor sho+y. In Ramon 
ballroom dancers, he 
brings a strong cafe name to the 
proceedings, especially for the smart 
supper trade that the Beachcomber 
draws. Dancers only frolic from 
At dinner, besides the 


from Sherman Billingsley’s Stork), 
the rhythmic LeAhn Sisters (4) cut 
up with vocal harmonics. Okay on 
the pops, but they should eschew 
the heavier ballads. El Manego, a 
solo congarhumba specialist, does 
the dances usually done by Cuban 
teams when each cuts up in shaking 
that thing. The idea of the solo strut 
in itself a novelty and a nice 
change of pace. Arthur Warren was 
the substitute orchestra caught on a 
night when Kendis was off, and that 
gives rise to the Broadway simile, 
‘as anonymous as the maestro of the 
relief orchestra,’ judging by his gen- 
eral lack of identity by most of the 
Beachcomber personnel,  Violinist- 
conductor with a zingy sextet, does 
a good job, and whenever Billings- 
ley reclaims Kendis (whom he has 
under long-term contract) Proser 
has his next band all set. Warren 
regularly at the Village Barn. 
Continuing is Chavez's crack Latin 
band. Abel. 


Is 


is 


PRESSES CLOCK AND WAX 


——— 


pital Saturday (13) in New York for 
a three-day checkup prior to start- 
ing a vacation stretch. Strictly a 
probing going-over, nothing wrong. 

Sonny Werblin, MCA v.p., still is 
in Fifth Avenue hospital, N. Y., re- 
covering from repercussions of an 
illness of last winter. He's allowed 
no visitors or communication. 


MUSIC MEN’S KIDDIES 
FROM LONDON TO N. Y.' 


Number of London music men and 
writers are getting their wives and 
children entry into the United States 


Complicate Orks’ 
Canadian Dates 


Band bookers are being very care- 
ful at the moment about scheduling 
bands for Canadian dance dates, 
usually fairly lucrative. New pass- 
port and other restrictions on Can- 
ada-United States border traffic is 


creating much havoc among outfits 
few of whom are correctly equipped 
with entree papers or the necessary 


: : birth certificates, ete, to obtain 
ao = a ~ —— ei them. Of course, if international 
sishers. A\s requested by tneir Drit-| okays are shipshape there's not 
ish business associates, these Ameri- much trouble 
640-6 pubs are cabling the U.S. Con- Main point in avoiding booking 
sulate in London guaranteeing that | some bands into Canada. even 


the refugees will not become public 
charges. 

Two of those who are sending over 
their wives and children are Jimmy 


though they’re routed near the bor- 
der but still in the U. S., is that if 
anything out of the ordinary occurs, 
through the action of one of the 





Phillips, general manager of Peter) ang members, permission to return 
Maurice Music, Ltd., and Jimmy] can be held up several days. It 
a writer of ‘South of the! may be some small thing, meaning- 
oraer. } 





| ia 


| release, 
| July 15, are listed Gene Krupa and | ficulty 


less but in time of war glaring. 
Such a delayed return could easily 
knock the band out of additional 


Columba Returns 35¢ | scheduled one-nighters on this side, 
or a location date start. Bands with 
Okeh Label to Counters. 


radio programs would be in a worse 
| predicament if denied the right to 
| get back in time for a broadcast. 

Columbia Records officially an- | 
nounced its new Okeh labels, replac- | 
ing the old Vocalion tag on its 35c | 
dises, late last week. On 


the first | 
scheduled to hit the stands | 


Untroubled Ontario Booking 
Buffalo, July 9. 
Harold Austin disclaims any dif- 
at Crystal Beach, Ontario 
Count Basie, both of whom dropped | ballroom. Austin has been bringing 
to the new label from the 50c Co- | his band nightly from Buffalo to 
lumbia sides, Dick Jurgens, John | Canadian resort, where he manages 





|Tommy Tucker, Horace Henderson, 
| Tiny Hill, 
| Leonard, 

la 





Kirby, Frankie Masters, Al Donahue, | dance floor. Spot also plays a Cana- 
' dian outfit opposite. 

Deal now is on fire to bring in 
|Guy Lombardo July 19. First out- 
side attraction at ballroom this sea- 
son was ‘Happy Gang’ of CBL, To- 


Ray Herbeck, and Jack 
Last is the first record on 
new contract, Leonard being the | 
ex-Dorsey vocalist curently singing 





suStaining on CBS. | ronto, and Clinton Buehlman, ‘Musi- 
| The above named artists have all | cal Clocker’ of WGR, Buffalo, Mon- 
been Vocalion cutters for some|day (1). Neat 3,000 crowd braved 
| time, except Krupa and Basie, but | Showers at 50c. a head to watch. 

in addition to those the label will | 

}also carry Cab Calloway, Ben| 


| Bernie, Tommy Reynolds, Lawrence 
| Welk, Henry Russell, Del Courtney, | 


Band Bookings 

















Sol Heller and Nick Andolina are An angle which has caused some Sammy Kaye’s All-Night Vigil In Ginny Simms, Frankie Carle, Bille | 
proving themselves shrewd nitery } questioning within the broadcasting the Cutting Room | Holliday, and the Six Hits and a Raymond Scott, July 10, Hershey 
operators. Not content with smash industry itself is the circumstance oi ries | Miss. In addition there are race| Park, Hershey Pa.: 11,, Lakewood 
click of their Yacht Club, nee the that, between them, Columbia and|. S8™my Kaye orchestra was forced | records. | B., Mahanoy City, Pa.; 13, Steel Pier, 
anemic Show Boat, they’ve kicked in NBC own 40% of the stock in BML. om r nig one of Ret, age week | _—_—— | Atlantic City. — 

: : It has been remark ,,|to get in its first recording date un- ‘ rie ‘ ‘oney Is- 
with, the only open-air dance spot | has been remarked tat fhe tw Ga new conan with ei oser-| Banjo Santly to M. & ML |iaCottinstcs 207 1% come 
in the downtown district. ‘It’s a 7 i ae ee Leieked, Melia Bedies Meek ie | J y ° e | land, Cincinnati. ' 
ota Dadian Gai Mhe ddihione® bead to swing 11% more their way and | >... oe *| JES Mitchell Ayres, July 13, Washing- 

N a ; at thereby gain control of the organi- | Playing that week at the Fox the-| ton, D. C.; 14-20, Manhattan-Bright- 
and extending into the river, with | zation. With such control in its | 2'™e, Detroit, Kaye was to record in| Joe (Banjo) Santly has joined | on Beaches New York: 27-Aug. 2 
the Golden Triangle and bridge hands the two webs could pretty | Chicago. He packed the band into a) Mercer & Morris as professional | palisades Park Fort Lee, N. J; 5, 
lights showering it with a pic-' well determine in a year, or two, or chartered plane Tuesday night (2),| manager. Deal was consummated | Steel Pier Milnobie City 'N. J : 
turesque background. It seats! three hence the business, catalog and | "ew to Chicago, recorded all night | !ast week in a telephone call from | Will Brad! . J 7 9, Manitou 
around 150 and overflow can be put | koa Genie . | and flew back to Detroit in time for | Edwin H. (Buddy) Morris o > | : ae euny 20, = ; 
in club proper, where a loud-| litical trend of BMI. . - y) Morris on the! Beach, Rochester, N. Y.; 20, Hershey 
speaker has been hooked up to bring Publishers within ASCAP have peed first show next day (Wednes- | Coast. | Park, Hershey, Pa.; 21, Pleasure 
in the band music. pretty much reconciled themselves |4@Y)- _ __ Bobby Mellin, who was brought! Beach, Bridgeport, Conn 

Only trouble opening night (3) to the loss of the Metro catalogs. Outfit cul one tune, ‘World Is in|!n from Chicago a couple months | Del Courtney July 19-25, Cedar 
was that tables outside of ringside They figure that Columbia, having My Arms, from the new Al Jolson | 25°, remains with the firm’s profes- | Point Sandusky, Ohio Bis 


and beyond first couple of rows 
couldn't see the show because there 
was no floor elevation: That’s being 
corrected, however, with stage being 
banked to height of bandstand, pro- 
viding clear view for the customers | 
even in farthest recesses. Good in- 
augural show will further advertise 
the Patio Barge, which is something 
new in these diggings and should be 
a popular warm-weather spot. Only 
other local places in which to dance 
under the stars are from 10 to 20 


miles out in the country. Barge 
brings the same atmosphere, and 


more, right into the middle of the 
Triangle, . 

Little Jackie Heller continues to 
be the town’s No. 1 nitery draw and 
has built up a personal following 
sufficient to insure success of any} 
spot. He's doubling as singing star | 
and m.c. and is clicko at both. Has_ 
a cute manner with the customers | 
and gets them rooting for the acts, 


' alliances, yet it’s considerable red- 


got itself way out on a limb already 
will pressure the deal even if it 


must underwrite a major share of 
the obligation. 


| 

On the other hand, while the So- | 
ciety is committted to the idea that, | 
with or without the Metro-Robbins | 
firms its copyright resources are! 
worthy of increased stipends under | 
the new 1941 contract (yet to be 
negotiated), ASCAP also feels that! 
BMI is far from committed to the 
deal. In fact, the Society is aware | 
that Metro-Robbins must yet work | 
out sundry truces with 20th Century- 
Fox, RKO and Universal, with whom | 
the music syndicate previously con- 
summated deals. This may or may 
not be an easy matter, in view of 
Metro’s Hollywood resources and 


tape and will require much palaver. 





dara date ee oe ee 


fea 


show, ‘Hold on to Your Hat,’ a pop, 
‘Love T.ies,’ and two standards, ‘That 
Old Gang of Mine’ and ‘Oh Helen.’ 


Bob Chester Drew 2,421 


Akron, O. July 9. 

Bob Chester, on his first one-night 
invasion of Ohio territory, gave 
Summit Beach park ballroom here 
its best .one-night business of the 
summer season, according to Lew 
Piatt, manager. The Chester combo 
attracted 2,421 paid customers, 1,450 
of these being advance sales at 55 
cents a person, including tax, and 
the remainder, boxoffice admissions 
at six bits each the night of the 
dance, 

Stop here was one of three in Ohio 
on the current tour, 


sional department. 

Santly, 
(8), is a brother of Lester Santly, of 
Santly-Joy. 


KENNYWOOD SETS WELK 
Pittsburgh, July 9. 
Booking of Lawrence Welk orches- 
tra for eight-day engagement from 
Aug. 26 to end of season on Sept. 2 
completes summer name _ band 





| Weik’s a fave in these parts, having 
| Started climb which has since put 
;him among the leaders at William 
|; Penn Hotel's Chatterbox. 


line-up at Kennywood Park here. 


Schedule for remainder of season 
includes Tiny Hill, who opened two- 
week engagement Monday (8); Mal 
Hallett, July 22 for fortnight; Lou 
Breese, Aug. 5 for two weeks, and 
Earl Mellen, Aug. 19, for one week. 


who started work Monday | 





Duke Ellington, July 16, City Hall, 


Columbus, Ga.; 17, City Aud., At- 
lanta; 19, Riverside Beach Park, 
Charleston, S. C.; 26, week, East- 


wood Gardens, Detroit. 

Tony Martin-Bob Zurke, July 15, 
Nu-Elms B., Youngstown, O.; 16, 
Joyland Park, Lexington, Ky.; 17, 
Westview Park, Pittsburgh, Pa.; 15, 
Waldemeer Park, Erie, Pa.; 19, George 
F. Pavillian, Johnson City, N. e 
20, Bemus Point Casino, Bemus Point, 
N. Y.; 21, Crystal Beach Park, Lo- 
rain, O.; 22, Palace theatre, South 
Bend, Ili.; 23, Coronado theatre, 
Rockford, Ill.; 24, Orpheum theatre, 
Madison, Wis.; 26, Electric Park, 
Waterloo, Iowa. 


David Snell handling the scoring 
assignment of ‘Golden Fleecing’ at 
Metro. 




















Wednesday, July 10, 1940 


ARIETY 


VAUDEVILLE 37 





Loew's Among 3 Named in Suits 
Totaling $380,000 As Aftermath 
Of One-Niters’ Fatal Car Crackup 





| 
Suits totalling $380,000 have been| Raye & Naldi Returning 


filed, or are in the process of being 
filed, against Loew’s, Inc., WHN Art- 
ists Bureau and Loew’s Poli theatre, 
Bridgeport, Conn., as an aftermath 
of an automobile accident May 25 
that took the lives of two perform- 
ers and injured four others, Per- 
‘formers were en route to the Bridge- 
port house to fulfill a one-night 
booking when a tire on the actor- 
owned and friven car blew out. The 
auto turned over several times and 
was completely demolished, 

Joseph B. Schriftman, kid per- 
former billed as Master Jay Bee, 
was instantly killed, while Max 
Maurice, acrobat, owner of the car 
and teamed with Albert Vincent 
(Abraham Horowitz), who was driv- 
ing, died several] days later in Stam- 
ford hospital. 

Of the others, Natalie Boyle, 
dancer, was probably the most sev- 
erely injured. She's still on a frac- 
ture-board in Norwalk, Conn., Gen- 
eral Hospital, suffering from a 
broken back. It’s expected she may 
be thus confined for another six 
months. Paul Gerson, accordionist, 
suffered a brain concussion, shoulder 
and hip injuries, but he has since 
been released from the same hos- 
pital. Vincent received severe in- 
ternal hurts, but the sixth member 
of the troupe, Estelle Shurak, singer, 
was able to go home immediately 
following the accident after treat- 
ment for comparatively mild in- 
juries. 

Jay Bee's 250G Claim 

Highest amount sought in the suits 
is $250,000, asked by the parents of 
Schriftman, who are being repre- 
sented by attorney John M. Keesing. 


He expects to complete his papers | 
the | 


Loew's, WHN and 
the end of next week. 
Two suits, totalling $125,000, have 
already been filed in Brooklyn su- 
preme court by Jonas Silverstone, 


and serve 
theatre by 


attorney for Miss Boyle and Gerson. | 


Miss Boyle is asking for $100,000, 
and Gerson’s suit is for $25,000. 
Fourth plaintiff is Miss Shurak, 


represented by George Abrams, who | 
This suit also has | 


is asking $5,000. 
not vet been filed, but Abrams says 
he is working in collaboration with 
Keesing and Silverstone and 
serve Loew's at the same 
Keesing does. 
Silversione’s affidavits point out 
that the performers were contracted 
to receive only $5 each for the one- 


show engavement, plus transporta- | 
tion to and from Bridgeport. The 
‘transportation,’ the papers. claim, 
was Maurice’s nine-year-old auto- 
mobile, the performers having been 
gathered together near the back- 
stage entrance of Loew’s State, New 
York, in order to meet each other 
and the car. Maurice, it’s under- 
stood, was to receive an additional 


amount for providing the car. 

It’s also pointed out that Maurice 
had purchased the car for $60 
had it resistered under the address 
of the Hotel Royal, New Haven, 
Conn., although he was actually a 
resident of N. Y. The law suits are 


based on the premise that Loew’s, 
WHN and Poli’s are liable because 
they provided the transportation | 
without first checking on the safety 
and whether Maurice was licensed 
as a ‘common carrier.’ 

Answers to the suits filed by Sil- | 
verstone in behalf of Miss Boyle and | 
Gerson are due from Loew's, WHN 
and Poli’s today ‘Wednesday ). 


2 CHI-PRODUCED UNITS 
FAIL TO PAY ACTORS 


Chicago, July 9. 

Two Chicago shows folded without 
paying off last week. Dwight Pep- 
ple’s ‘Jubilesta’ variety show, play- 
ing on the far southside of Chicago 
under auspices of neighborhood mer- 
chants, failed to pay musicians and 
performers, with local American 
Guild of Variety Artists readying to 
take action after managing to obtain 
Part payment. 

In Johnstown (Pa.) 
produced unit tagged ‘Broadway on 
Parade,’ with E. M. Gluckman as 
producer, folded and failed to fully 
Pay the cast, though some of the 
members, particularly Milton Doug- 
las, managed to get some coin. 


will | 
time that | 


and | 


a Chicago- | 


To Ben Marden’s Riviera} 


Mary Raye and Naldi return to 
| Ben Marden’s Riviera, New Jersey 
| roadhouse, for the third and fourth 
shows. The 16-week season splits up 


linto four frolics, changed every 
| month, New lineup is set for July 
| 18. 


Joe E. Lewis is also due to come in 
to bolster the August racing season's 
dropoff when the mob shifts to 
Saratoga. 


Leon & Eddie s, 
Aquacade Near 


AGVA Settlement 


Both the Billy Rose Aquacade (at 
the N. Y. World's Fair) and Leon & 
Eddie's disputes with the American 
Guild of Variety Artists are in a 
state of complacent settlement, ac- 
cording to Hoyt Haddock, AGVA’s 
executive secretary. Rose, in fact, 
this past weekend made full resti- 
tution to members of the cast who 
had missed shows because of in- 
juries suffered during the course of 
performances. So far as shows 
missed because of illnesses that are 
not visibly blameable on Aquacade 
conditions, no restitutions will be 
made unless the performers can 
prove the show’s to blame. In this 
category are earaches, backaches, etc. 

The Leon & Eddie’s vs. AGVA af- 
fair is currently in 
negotiation and the N. Y. nitery’s 
show is operating, sans only Beth 
Chandler, singer, who was dis- 











| strike the evening of June 28. 
tually, there were only two walkouts 
from the nitery show, the five pick- 
ets being from AGVA’s general 
membership, before Leon & Eddie's 
decided ta negotiate a If they 
fail to reach an agreement, both 
| sides are amenable to arbitration, 
Jack Hilliard, m.c. at Leon & Eddie's 
and a member of AGVA’s local 
board, escaped an embarrassing sit- 
|} uation by showing up at the nitery 
shortly after the pickets were called 


off. AGVA is looking into Miss 
Chandler's dismissal to see if this 
was caused by union activities. 


‘A Helluva Way te Run Unicon’ 

There were reports last week that 
one of the AGVA negotiators had 
told Leon Enken, partner with Eddie 
Davis in the nitery, that he needed 
lonly to discharge a couple of the 
chorines, who incidentally had not 
joined AGVA, to be able to raise 
L. & E.'s status from E to A Classi- 
fication without extra cost. Enken 
is reported to have replied that this 
‘is a helluva way to run a union— 
by firing a couple of chorus girls in 
order that other performers could 
get some extra money.’ ‘A’ Classi- 
fication by AGVA calls for $40 basic 
wage for chorines, and $60 basic pay 
for principals. 

Haddock admitted that these re- 
ports had also reached him and that 

(Continued on page 38) 


MURDER CHARGE 


Bronzell ‘Speedy’ Foster Is Arrested 


in East St. Louis Nitery 
Sit. Louis, July $ 
Bronzell K. Fosier, 37, an ivory 
tickler from North Little Rock 
Ark.. last week was nailed by gen- 
darmes in the Gaty Club, z2n East 


St. Louis nitery, on a murder charge 
'and was taken back to the Arkansas 
metropolis. Foster, known in nitery 
circles as ‘Speedy,’ is charged with 


having fatally injured D. C. Me- 
Cullough, a Missouri-Pacific brake- 
man with an iron bar in an argu- 


ment in September 1935. According 
to cops Foster disappeared after the 
killing and recently the Little Rock 
|cops arrested Raloh Lovell, who also 
is said to be impiicated in the mur- 
| der. 
| Clues unearthed by the railroad 
' dicks led to the East St. Louis spot. 
Foster waived extradition to St. 
Louis and then to North Little Rock. 


; He denied his guilt. 


Sentence Nitery Op 
To Life for Murder 


Memphis, July 9. 
Bob Berryman, 52, whose night 
clubs operate in Mississippi, Thurs- 
day (4) was sentenced to life im- 
prisonment for the slaying of John 


Phillips, night club bouncer. Killing 
occurred in a beer tavern on May 31. 


Jury returned verdict of guilty of 
first degree murder with mitigating 
circumstances. 


MCA-Ft. Worth Casa 
Deal Cold; Town Still 
Dickering for Shows 








Fort Worth July 9. 


Casa Manana_ directors, who 
thought they had a summer show 
deal with Music Corp. of America 
early in May, found themselves last 
week with no deal and no show. 
MCA had dallied with local com- 





the process of | 


charged shortly after the half-hour | 
Ac- | 


mittee, pleading first the war, then 
insufficient guarantee, as reason for 
delay in signing a contract originally 
set up by MCA office. 

Finally developed that MCA’s in- 
ability to deliver Kay Kyser (he was 
guaranteed in original contract) was 
the drawback. Kyser’s film com- 
mitments made him unavailable for 
Fort Worth. 

When the local show committee 
finally gave up on MCA, they threw 
the bidding open to al] comers and 
were met with show propositions 
last week from William Morris 
Agency (who did the show here last 
year) and Charles J. Freeman, New 
York booker. 

Freeman’s proposition to put on a 
relatively simple show, with Clark 
Robinson as producer, seemed most 
likely to win out. 

Despite al] hazards, local com- 
mittee is determined to have Casa 
Manana open for at least one month 
this summer. 





‘Sonia Henie Ice Revue 


| To Make 20-Wk. Tour 


Chicago, July 9. 

Sonja Henie and her Ice Revue 
will make a 20-week tour this sea- 
son, the longest series ever sched- 
uled for the show. Will get under- 
way around Oct. 1. 

Art Wirtz, chief of the Chicago 
Stadium, is readying an entirely new 
show to be produced by Leon Leon- 
idoff who will also handle the 
Sonart (Sonja Henie-Art Wirtz) ice 
productions at~the Center in New 
York. 


| Leonidoff Seeks Songs 
| Leon Leonidoff is sifting song and 
other material for the Sonja Henie 
| ice revue due at the Center, N. Y., 
Oct. 1. Robert Stoltz, Viennese com- 
poser, now in America, is one possi- 
bility; so are Peter de Rose and 
| Mitchell Parish. Much depends on 
the book idea, now being readied. 
Stoltz also has a Shubert operetta 
possibility. 





Here’s What Happened To 


Jimmy Evans, Ex-Vauder 


New Bedford, Mass., July 9. 
Red Cross charity broadcasts and 
entertainments lured James W. 





| (Jimmy) Evans, former vaudevillian, 


out of eight-year singing retirement. 

Evans, now postmaster of Fair- 
haven, Mass., just renamed for four 
years more, also operates a deluxe 
New Bedford lunch wagon, which he 


Dunn, Treasurer, 


Says AGVA Must 
~ Oust Non-Actors 














St. Louis, July &. 

Henry Dunn (Cross and), national 
treasurer and member of the execu- 
tive committee of AGVA, who closed 
a three-week engagement at Chase 
hotel here Sunday (7), is starting a 
move te rid the organization of non- 
actor officers in locals throughout 
the country. From Cleveland, where 
he opens today (Wednesday) at the 
Ohio Villa, Dunn is wiring certain 
members of the executive committee 
that the way to perpetuate the 
AGVA movement is to back up 
VaRIETY’s editorial of last week 100%. 
| Dunn insists he was never notified 
of any change in executive person- 
nel whereby non-actors replaced 
professionals in the executive posts, 
and he is unalterably opposed to 
such procedure. With the exception 
of Hoyt Haddock, Dunn says as far 
as he is concerned as a national offi- 
cer, all local executive 
should and must be either former 
| actors or active ones, and, addition- 
ally, must not be connected with any 
| subversive activities. 
| Dunn. said Variety's 





editorial 


| should open the eyes of actors. This | 


| union must be a union of actors and 


Americans, and nothing else. Any 
/other movement inside this organiza- 
tion will be fought by me and my 
friends to the last ditch. 

Disappointed with the way things 
have been going, Dunn was prepar- 
ing to tess up the sponge as an offi- 
cer and member of AGVA, when he 
was advised by friends that the only 
way in which to clear up the situ- 
ation was to remain and fight for 
the ideals upon which AGVA was 
founded, which include amicable 
and equitable agreements between 
theatre and cafe operators and ac- 
tors. Dunn wili be in New York 
following his Cleveland engagement 
and will pow-wow with other 
tional] board members. 


na- 


Pa. Labor Dept. Claims Agcy. License 
Victory Over MCA and Philly Nitery 


Philadelphia, July 9. 
‘Who bounced Dixie Dunbar 
the Club Bali?’ 

That 
a cause celebre 
It's on pzr.with 
Robin?’ and ‘How Old is 

On Friday night (5), 
Sharkey, in charge of agent licensing 
for the State Department of Labo! 
and Industry, appeared at the Bali 
and notified the Kaliner Bros. that 
Miss Dunbar would have to be 
pulled from the show because she 
was booked by the Music Corp. of 
America, which, he claimed, had no 
license io do business in Pennsyl- 
vania. 


from 
about to become 
in nitery ¢c rcles 


‘Who 


question Is 
here 
Killed Cock 
Ann?’ 


Anthony 


Miss Dunbar packed up after Sat- | 


urday night’s show and left town. 
Sharkey wouldn't talk, but spokes- 
men for the department said that 
the State’s power to enforce the law 
was now proven and that henceforth 
all out-of-town booking offices would 


be barred from doing business here. | 


| Sharkey sent a warnifig te Jack 
Lynch, whose shows are booked by 


| acts, too, would be forced te 


quit un- 
less they were pencilled in by a local 


agent. Sharkey intimated that his 
long-threatened blitz against the 
New York offices had begun 

But the Bali management pooh- 
poohed Sharkey’s claim. They de 


nied his threats had caused them to 


cancel Dixie. Although they ad- 
mitted that her contract had a week 
to run, a member of the Balj firm 
said they had made an ‘amicable 
settlement’ with the dancer and she 
relieved them of the extra week 


The club is now running on a sum- 
; mer policy with a reduced nut. 
A.wmember of the Bali firm said 


they had received an opitiion from 


one of the leading Philly law firms ' 
that the booking license law was in- | 


valid, since it interfered with inter- 
state commerce, and therefore was a 
violation of the Constitution. A rep- 
resentative of MCA here also de- 


threat. 

But Sharkey still points at Miss 
Dunbar’s walkout and claims that 
from now on ‘the law will be en- 


‘the William Morris office, that his. forced.’ 


Haddock Denies AGVA Non-Actor 
Rule; Leftist Policy ‘Progressivism’; 
Defends Firing of Thesp Organizer 


Charges that the American Guild 
of Variety Artists is being run by 
| non-actors are refuted by Hoyt Had- 
dock, executive secretary of the per- 
formers’ union. Haddock, a non- 
actor, points out he is merely in the 
employ of the union and always 
answerable to the national govern- 
ing board, composed chiefly of per- 
formers. 

According to Haddock, the govern- 





secretaries | 


|ing board is always in the position 
moved from Cape Cod several years | '0 fire him, and, he adds, this is as 


ityshould be. Because of this, he 
states, the union can always easily 
|get rid of him if it is not satisfied 
with his work. The situation would 
be different, Haddock admits, if his 
job was an elective, rather than ap- 
| pointive one. : 

As for the other non-actors in 
| important positions with the union, 
_Haddock states they are similarly 
|answerable to the national board. 
| He illustrates this by stating that no 
| representative of AGVA, including 

himself, can set any deal or formu- 
late policy without first getting dn 
| Okay from the national board. Had- 
dock was specifically asked about 
|/Graham Dolan, non-actor executive 
| secretary of the Chicago local, and 
Kenneth Howard, national organ- 
izer now running the Los Angeles 
branch. Howard was with AGVA 
before Haddock stepped inio the 
union last winter; Dolan came later. 
| from the American Newspaper Guild 
| in Chicago. 

Haddock Questioned on Shields 
In light of the charges leveled 
| against the administration, Haddock 
| was asked by Variety how come 
Arthur Shields, an actor, was let out 
|Jate last week as an orvanizer in 
New York, while Joseph Ehrlich and 
John Velasco, latter colored, both 
| non-actors, were retained. Haddock 
replied that Shields was not as com- 
petent as Ehrlich and Velasco. He 
added that Jack Miller and Duke 
Granada, both actors, are heing re- 
| tained as organizers in N. Y. 

Shields’ letout was part of the 
general economy campaign carried 
out by the union to lop off £7.000 
monthly in operating costs. There 
have been 12 dismissals in all. in- 
; cluding Paul Sender, of the outdoor 
| division, and I. B. Kornblum and 
Robert Komis on the Coast. The 
others were mostly office help in 
N. Y., Chicago, Los Angeles and 
Boston. Another retrenchment is in 
the publishing of the Actor News 
| AGVA house organ. Ed Harrison, 
its editor, has been placed on helf- 





time, meaning that his $50 weekly¥ 
Salary has been sliced in half, and 
Actor News will now appear bir 


once-monthly, instead of bi-monthly 
Haddock states that all the econom- 
ies, forced by the refusal of sister 
| unions in the Associated Actors and 
Artistes of America to advance any 
further loans to AGVA, have been 
| effected and the union should op- 
erate in the black hereafter If not 
iurther cuts will be in order. 
Explains Deficit 

The union’s tremendous operating 
deficit up to now is exnlained by 
Haddock as due to the Four A’s in- 
cistence, when he first e>me in. that 
he need not worry about finances. Be- 
cause of this ane their ideas, he sys 
he operated AGVA on the basis of 
its potential membership and income, 
rather than its actual membershir 
and receipts. It was not until the 
Four A’s refused to advance more 
coin that he found it necessary to 
retrerch. It reported recently that 
the Four A’s clamped down on anv 
further loons after AGVA’s 
board refused to allow its sister 
unions to ‘dictate’ its policy. 

It was coincidental, in view of =z 
recent hectic meeting of AGVA’s na- 
tional board. that Haddock wes 
called by a daily newspaner to com- 
fresh charges that he was 


‘Continued on page 41) 


national 


ment on 


N. Y. COTTON CLUB MAY 
GO THE SOUTH SEA WAY 


With everything in the thatched- 
roof motif, or rapidly veering that 
way, a proposal is te convert the 
Cotton Club on Broadway into 2 





| Porto Rico-type nitery. 


nied being ‘frightened’ by Sharkey’s | 


Thus, management could preserve 
its Harlem motif, with which the 
Cotton Club has long been success- 


| fully identified, and yet it could fall 
| into 
i groove, so popular currently. 


the hybrid South Seas-Latin 


key 


a. 


ap he 
ees 


‘Al 
Mi 
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Gov't Agents Raid Philly Anchorage 


In Crackdown for Delinquent Taxes 


Philadelphia, July 9. 


Uncle Sam's long-awaited 


‘ 


azainst nitery owners delinquent in! 


Faderal taxes started in earnest here 
last week. A squad of agents of ihe 
United States Department of In- 
ternal Revenue swooped down a1 
the Anchorage, swank al fresco spot 
operated by Arthur H. Padula on 
the East River Drive, last Tuesday 
night (2). They turned out Padula 
and all the employees and locked 
themselves inside. For the rest of 
the night and all the next day the 
agents checked over the entire con- 


tents of the spot with a view toward | 


holding a sale to satisfy the Gov- 
ernment’s claim of more than $3,000 
in social security and personal taxes. 

The sale was temporarily ha!ted 
by U.S. District Court Judge Harry 
E. Kalodner, who ordered that a re- 
ceiver be appointed in order to pro- 
tect the other creditors of the spot 
The receiver, B. Joseph Kelly, for- 
mer Deputy City Controller, was 
ordered to keep the place open and 
report at the end of 10 days on 
whether the spot could be run profit- 
ably 

{ff chances of making money are 
favorable, the place will continue in 
operation under a temporary re- 
ceivership. If Kelly puts thumbs 
down on the place, the Government 
will probably be allowed to go along 


with its sale. The padlock was 
ordered remeved for the 10-day 
period. 


It was brought out during pro- 
Geedings before Judge Kalodner that 
Padula not only owed social security 
taxes, but capital stock and income 
taxes as well. In addition, $4,000 is 
owed to private creditors, $1,500 in 
reat and $2,500 in wages. 

Internal Revenue Collector Wal- 
ter J. Rothensies explained the 
‘raid’ and seizure of the Anchorage 
was taken as a last resort, when all 
other methods for collecting the 
taxes, delinquent for more than nine 
months, had failed. Rothensies 
wouldn't. say whether criminal ac- 
tion might be taken against Padula 

Attaches of the Internal Revenue 
oftice intimated that the foray 
against the Anchorage was the lid- 
Opener of a series of similar actions 
against other delinquent spots in the 
Philly area. 

The Cafe 
skedded to 


Assn. was 
meet this week in an 
emergency huddle to formulate a 
policy for a settlement with 
the Government to forestall any sim- 
ilar action on their spots. Last 
week’s raid was foreshadowed by a 
series of visits by Revenue agents 
in central-cify spots last month, 
when many cash registers were 
tapped toward payment of the de- 
linquent taxes. It was said that vir- 


Owners 


mass 


tually every nitery—with the pos- 
sible exception of two or three— 
was in arrears for social security 
taxes 


The Government rap isn’t the only 
tax headache the club operators are 
facing. The State is reported getting 
ready to take similar action to force 
eotlection of unemployment compen- 


| ready 


sation levies State 


into the situation for the past 


months. 


ing 
foul 


| Billy Rose Wins Suit 


| Manhattan restaurant, bar and grill, 


blitz | countants have been reported delv- | 


| preme court decided that the use of 


The Government raid and tempo- | 


rary closing of hts spot is another in 
series of setbacks which have 
been dogging Padula ever since the 
Arcadia-International shuttered in 
January, 1939. Since then he’s been 
trying to make a comeback at the 
Anchorage, but has had repeated 
troubles with the musicians union, 
waiters and bartenders unions, a 
suit against him 
other headaches. 
to run 
policy when the Government stepped 
in. Currently he is featuring Clem 
Williams’ orch. 


Int’l, French Casino 
Auctions Mark Finale 
Of N. Y. Nitery Epoch 


Auction sale tomorrow (10) morn- 


the 





ing of the International Casino's fur- | 


nishings and equipment marks the 
end of another Broadway epoch, this 
being the iast and the most levish of 
the cabaret-theatres in the field. It 
was opened three seasons ago by 
BMO Corp. (Lou Br-cker, Joe Moss 
and George Olsen, the maestro), 
coming on the heels of the #rench 
Casino and kindred type niteries. 

The French Casino (nee Earl Car- 
roll theatre) also wenf on the auction 
block for its equipment last week, 
preparatory to converting the theatre 
into stores and a basement bowling 
alley. There are several dickers for 
the latter, even Broadway enjoying 
part of the current bowling vogue in 
America. 

French Casino inaugurated its first 
Clifford C. Fischer revue in Decem- 
ber, 1934, and for raore than three 
seasons it was a big. money-maker. 


| counting of profits and seeks an in- 


by ASCAP, and) 
He was getting | 
with a name band | 


| 


| 





Then the competitioc . jumped in and 


cut into it plenty. 

Fischer, Franco-Amevfcan 
man, is currently convalescing in 
California, His ‘Folies Bergeres’ re- 
vue is running at the Frisco Exposi- 
tion, 


Eddie Cantor Again Heads 


show- 


Despite one 
of the country’s biggest industrial 
centers, where the butter-and-egg 


agents and ac-/| for a 


} panied by such information as will 


GRAPE GOES 


a 


Over ‘Barbary Coast’ 


Barbary Coast, Inc., operators of a 


at 119 West 49th street, lost its plea 
temporary injunction against 
Billy Rose's Barbary Coast when 
Justice Felix Benvenga in N. Y. su- 





the name Barbary Coast by Rose, in 
connection with his N. Y. World's 
Fair enterprise, was not an infringe- 
ment of the plaintiff's rights. 

laintiff claims damages, 


an ac- 


junction asserting the use of the 
name ‘Barbary Coast’ is calculated 
to deceive the public into believing 
both establishments are the same. 
The court ruled that Rose’s ‘business 
is a temporary project which will 
be discontinued at the close of the 


Fair. The defendants’ establishment 
is much larger than the plaintiff's, 
with the entertainment being fur- 


nished by Billy Rose, a well known 
showman. Indeed the emphasis in 
the name used by the defendant is 
on Billy Rose, rather than on ‘Bar- 
bary Coast, the name Billy Rose be- 
ing used to attract customers to the 
establishment, and the name Barbary 
Coast to denote the type of enter- 
tainment associated with the name 
of the showman, and suggestive of 
the old Barbary Coast in San Fran- 
cisco. 

‘I doubt whether the use by the 
defendant of the geographic or de- 
scriptive term Barbary Coast, in 
connection with its establishment, is 
liable to confuse or mislead the pub- 
lic to the detriment or injury of the 
plaintiff, espeecially- since the de- 
fendant’s use of the term is accom- 


distinguish the defendant’s establish- 
ment from that of the plaintiff. Tem- 
porary injunction denied. 








SOUR IN PITT 


Pittsburgh, July 9. 
that this 


the fact is 


| men are supposed to grow on trees, 


Jewish Theatrical Guild. 


Eddie Cantor, head of the Jewish 
Theatrical Guild since the death of 
its founder, William Morris, in 1932, 
was again elected to that post at the 


annual meeting of the guild held at | 


offices in the Palace Theatre 
building, N. Y. George Jessel will 
also continue as first vice-prez. 

Other officers chosen were 
Block, second vice-president; 
Bernie, Sam H. Harris, William 


ite 
its 


Fred 
Ben 
Mor- 


ris, Jr., and A. A. Jaller, vice-presi- | 


} is the minimum 
| beer, 


dents; Abe Lastfogel, treasurer; Nat | 


Lefkowitz, 
Forrest, financial 
D. Weinberger, 

board of trustees; 


assistant treasurer: Sam 
secretary; William 
chairman of the 
Dr. Leo Michel, 


| tertains the chorus girls with drinks, 


relief chairman, and Dave Ferguson, 


executive secretary. 








‘The THEATRE of the STARS 


BOOKING AGENCY 


GENERAL EXECUTIVE OFFICES 


LOEW BLDG. ANNEX 


160 WEST 46™ ST. NEW YORK 


Beyant 9-7800 





oS. 


LUBIN 


GENERAL MANAGER 


SIDNEY H. PIERMONT 


BOOKING MANAGER 








the champagne party-thrower has all 
but completely disappeared and the 
night club owners are erying in their 
beer for the good old days. It’s a big 
night when even one bottle of the 
sparkling stuff is peddled across a 
local bar. 

As a matter of fact, the cafe op- 
erators are afraid this has become 
a town where the limit of the check | 
and no more. More | 
because it is cheaper, is being | 
consumed than anything else, with | 
gin a close second, also because the 
tariff isn’t so high. Big spenders 
have rapidly disappeared and the 
whole staff goes out on a binge when 
a coin-laden guy comes in and en- 


which is once in a blue moon now- 
adays. It used to be quite common. 
Proof of the depression in money 


, trade is the fallen estate lately of | 


| Hock 


the There used 


in every 


hostess. 
of ’em 


to be a 
downtown | 


| nitery to keep the lonesome fellow 
| company, but they’re fast disappear- | 


i 48th 


ing. Gals complain that the tips 
they receive these days wouldn’t be 
enough to keep them in coffee and 
cakes 

Not even the convention trade, of 
which Pittsburgh plenty, is 
shelling out xf yore. Boys for 
the most part have been getting two- 
thirds of a at their own ho- 
tel room gatherings and then drop- 


gets 


As 


bun on 


ping tnto a club to complete the | 
binge, which in most cases requires | 
nly one or two additional shots. 


Old Friars Club, ~~ 
In ’33, Changes Hands 


The old Friars clubhouse on West 
street, N. Y., formerly called 


, the Monastery by members, has fi- 


jnally been sold. 
| known as the Fraternal Club, Inc., 





New owners are 


which will operate building for lodge | 
meeting rooms and club purposes, 
including a cafe. Alterations are to 
be made by the new owners who 
operate other buiidings similarly. 
The Friars lost the clubhouse in 
1933. through foreclosure by the 
Bank for Savings after the club- 
men had occupied it since 1916, when 
it was built. It was used by the 
WPA music project for some time 


| 
but has not been in use for the past | 
yeac Or so. Friars are now — 
tered in the Edison hotel annex, 








| Continued from page 37 


Phil Irving, executive secretary of 
AGVA, had been accused as the ne- 
gotiator offering that type of settle- 
ment. Irving was questioned before 
AGVA’s national board, Haddock 
states, and denied ever making such 


a proposition to Enken. Haddock 
says somebody is not telling the 
truth, and he prefers to believe 
Irving. 


Besides the settlement on the de- 
ductions from salaries because of in- 
juries, Rose has also agreed hence- 


| forth to dock Aquacade performers 


because of shows missed due to the 
performers’ fault on the basis of only 
$1 per performance over a 23- 
performance-a-week schedule. At 23 
shows or below, Rose is entitled to 
deduct at the rate of 1 23 of the 
performers’ salary, or pro rata. 
Heretofore, Rose had been deduct- 
ing pro rata at the rate of the num- 
ber of shows played weekly, or 1/28 
or 1/27, whatever the case was. This 
naturally amounted to more than $1 
per show, whereas AGVA’s deal 
with Rose for extra pay to chorus 
and swimmers calls for only $1 per 
show over 23 shows weekly. 

Rose had also been insisting that 
the union arbitrate his claim for a 
basic number of 25 shows weekly, 


which is the deal given Michael 
Todd by AGVA, but last week 
dropped this request. Todd was 


granted the higher amount of shows 
at his Gay New Orleans concession 
at the Fair, playing three revues, 
because his shows only run 30 min- 
utes. 
also pays $1 extra per performance. 


TOM PATRICOLA SUES 
TO STOP PHONEY “JR.” 


was 





Injunction asked yesterday 


(Tuesday) by Tom Patricola, vet 


to 
rently playing New York’s 


dancer, stop a youngster cur- 


minor 


nitery circuit from using the tag 
Tom Patricola, Jr. In papers filed 


in New York supreme court, Patri- 


cola maintains that the closest he 
ever came to being father of the lad 
billed as ‘Jr.’ was a couple years ago, 
when he awarded him a medal 
his graduation from the Ned Way- 
burn School. 


Patricola, in his injunction peti- 
tion, cites his 30 years on the stage 
and in pictures as giving him a repu- 
tation which is being damaged by 
appearance of his name with a ‘Jr.’ 
in tiny letters attached to it in front 
of the spots the youth playing. 
Latter recently closed at the Jiggs 
Bar on 5lst st. He is cited in the 
legal papers merely John Doe. 


is 


as 


|} Injunction is also asked against his 


manager, Mickey Owens. 

Petition filed by Patricola’s at- 
torney, David Garrison Berger, is in- 
teresting legally to show business as 
the first application to it of a new 
N. Y. injunction law to speed up 
cease and desist orders when pilfer- 
xf a name is involved It 
filed under the penal law, requires 
the preparation of no complaint, the 
person complained of must answer in 
five days instead of the usual 20, and 
the court can give a final decision at 


age is 


once without the necessity of trial. | 


Case will be heard Monday (15). 


Negro Actors Sail 


Negro Actors Guild holds its third 
annual boat ride around New York 
Friday night (12). having chartered 
the S. S. State of Delaware for the 
occasion, 


Coleman Hawkins’ band will play 
for the jlancing and Joe Louis, 
heavyweight champ, will be guest 


of honor 


| 
} 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


For more than 25 shows, Todd | 


on | 


Leon & Eddie's | BRANDT LINING 


UP BAND 


| 


SHOWS 


! 
| 
| 
| Brandt circuit, through its booker, 
| Arthur Fisher, is begining to line up 
| name bands for the coming fall and 
| winter season for its three-house 
| vaude circuit in New York. This 
| fall will be the third straight session 
|}of* combo bills at the Flatbush, 
| Brooklyn, and second for Windsor, 
| Bronx, and Carlton, Jamaica. Latter 
| house went split week in the middle 
| of last winter, using stage shows ouly 
the last half. 

/ William Brandt's idea of forming 
j}a 10 or 12-week circuit of indepen. 
dently owned houses to take the 
shows intact after he plays them has 
| apparently fallen through. There's 
| been no action on it since he first 
| broached the idea a couple of 
months ago. Brandt would have 
collected a booking fee from each 
house. 


| 
| 





e15 YEARS AGOe 


(From Variery) 











Vibrations of the Charleston be- 
lieved to have caused the collapse 
of the Pickwick Club, Boston dance- 
|hall, Fifty were killed. 

| Richard Bennett, losing little time 
after parting with the Theatre Guild, 
|! was set for vaude. ‘A Common Man’ 
playlet by Tom Barry, was to be the 


| vehicle in which Bennett was to 
| open at Keith’s, Washington. Lewis 
'and Gordon producing. 

Lina Basquette, ‘Follies’ dancer 
land Sam Warner, the lone single 
| member of the four Warner broth- 
lers, were married. Miss Basquette, 
18, was a child picture star before 
coming east. 

Samson Raphaelson, former. stu- 
dent at the University of I[lltaois, 


wrote a play that was rated a good 
chance to click on Broadway. The 
lead was to be played by Phoebe 
Foster. Title was ‘The Jazz Singer. 


' 


Just about a year since his band 
went into the Broadway Palace and 
clicked with the show biz crowd, 
Benny Meroff’s outfit was af. 
the ace two-a-day stand for anottet 
clicky 


back 


Session, 
Vidor, 

livorce from King 

and given custody 


‘Florence 
awarded 
director, 
daughter. 


screen stac, 
Vidor. 
yf theie 


Labor 
in 
pul 


American Federation of 
granted a charter to press agents 
legit. A new organization of 
licity men and company 
was expected to become a 
Equity. 


managers 
part of 
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ICE SKATING TALENT WANTED 
IMMEDIATELY 


NEW PRODUCTION OPENING 
ROCKEFELLER CENTER THEATRE 


NEW YORK CITY 
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SKATING ARTISTS AGENCY 


J. ARTHUR FRIEDLUND, President 


Chicago, Hl. 
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Variety Bills 


THIS WEEK (July 5) 
NEXT WEEK (July 12) 


Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of 
show, whether full or split week 





Le Coq Rouge 


Le Ruban Blea | 











& Eddie's 


M’ Donald & Mauri 


Carmen Ore 











LaMarr 8 
Vance 


NEW YORK CITY WASHINGTON 








Paramount Cabaret Bills 


NEW YORK CITY 


Hotel Belmont- 




















Tuhbertini 


NEW YORK CITY Donelli 


Barney Gallant's Biltmore Bowl! ' 





lrene Barclay 











NEW YORK CIry WASHINGTON — 


Skeeis Herfurt 


Hotel Bossert 


| Jeannie Lanier 


Joe Woverton 
Eddie Lane Ure ‘? 


Hotel Brevoort 


Cocoanut Grove | 


Jane Piekens 
Eddie Duchin Ore j 


Carroll 
Wheeler 


Kamon & Renita 


Bill Bertolotti'’s 





Independent 


Essex House) 











NEW YORK CITY Bob Broinley 
Bob Williams 
harles Strickland Hotel Homestead 
Re: 





PHELADELPHIA 
Carman (12-18) 


ee. 


Florentine Garden 


wood Rev 


ATLANTIC CLVY 


au 
Chateau Moderne 


an Ore 


Hotel New Yorker 


Jacqueline Deauvill 


Hippodrome (12) 





World’s Fair 


Club Caravan 
Hotel Park Central 











Bismarck Hotel 


Blackhawk 


Brazillan Bidg 


Winter Wonderland Hotel Savoy-Plazsa 


Dancing Campus Hotel St. George 








Week of July 8 


(New Rochelle. a P 
Hotel Waldorf 


HAMMERKSMITH 


Howard Rogers 





Provincial 











Week of July 8 


Georgie Wood 


Jack Anthony 


PRS SS An ie CNN 


Ginger Wayne 
ances Connolly Kay Pa 
|} Carol Den 


} Consuelo 


s Ore 


mond Ore 


Ore | Ray tea 
Yola Galli 
4 Pr hr 
} 
| 
p (Ft. Lee, 
nce I.eo Reisr 
(lair Pancho Orc 


Deane V: 


Allen Jack Durant 
Vera Niva 


Arnaut 


Ore KRose-Penton 
(Asbury Park, N.J.) 
Malina Eddie Oliver 


MeWKay 


‘raig 
Lido Beach Club 
Madriguera Ore 
Gilmore 
Herrera 
Olga 
Place Elegante 
Franz Ore 


Adelaide 
Loper & 


Costa , 
Andrini 


LOS ANGELES 


' 
nesto 


ul Ne ehbors Or 
iliip Lopez 


nne 
} 


ni Ore 


lloward 
Boys i} Domitnie 
Bali 
es Eric Massey 
ea Hlienry Monet 
Fontaine | Helen Miller 


Trio } 


|} Puanani 
| 


Gray 


Oshins & 


Malloy 
Maxie 


ding Somerset House 
Hlarry R ] 
: l.ou Sailee 
uo 
Swanne 
\gulilar OF Charlie E 
ai (ire 


Anit And 


Duval & 
I Oo Mart 


a Ore 


ie lohnny Mac! 


Grace Hayes Lodge 


fal Hoy 


Wilshire 


cad ‘ 


Gus Arnie 


it Cafe ae ali 
ore Stan Mey 
Hotel 
Koom) hia. times 
Orc Juckson 
iys ilart Ils 
N Stone 
lack P 
Room) Louise Glenn 
KF « ‘ 
ler Orc Pronaph ¢ 
es Club 
larry } 
Barry Dorise Bradley 
Sam Thea 


Marion Abernathy 


Ore Wesley [or 
nn | (hippie H 
; é J ert 

I m \W 

Hotel + Is 
e 

Km.) 7 . Gil 

Heil Saune 


e) (Congress 
(Glass Hat 


Hotel 
(Beach Watk) 


885 Club 


Franke'’s Cusino 


Bon Air oe: 
Tohnny Range 
= (Peacock 
e era 
ne 
hLdgewater 
O 
I « | 
( | e \ I 
te n it 
Hotel Dink Wes 
Room) P 
Ie ' ’ 
erhb | ‘ 
n 
) e & 
Broadmont » I ‘ 
ny I 
r 
e 
s ‘ 
Paree kK 
‘ r I 
i ce é 
I ) 
‘ 
(-raemere 
( (Glass House 


Club Alabam 


» 3 
R 


~is 


° 
- Harry's New 
er \ 
0 
j ert 
Dare 
‘ Pierre M | 
Ore ae j 
ry Date Ps a 
Ore Vic ‘tole 
Minuet Hoveler Gl 
Hi 
€ Willie § 
. 
n Kersten Gls 
Ore Jimn Cassid 
| Ivanhoe 
Colony Club | Florence 
ra (Ore Al ace Ore 
& Perker Ho 
, lielen Sums 
artae Ai Veuvra 


| Rainbow Grill 
Berry Winton 
Mariynn & 

Rainbow Room 


Riviera 


Fernand Can 
Joe E Lewis 
Annett Terry Lawlor 
Stork Club 
Ernie Ho 
Ann Kiess 
| Versailles 
Nicholas D'Amico O 
Panchito Ore 


Village Barn 
Arthur Warren 


| Elaine Miller 
Willie Solar 
Queen Mary | Richards & C 
Joe Ellis Ore |} Sons Purple Sage 


la Conga 


Er 
Wally Ve 
o 
Pi 


Paris Inn 
Henry Hen 


Marg rite & M'rtinez 


| Chuck Henry Ore 


Seven Seas 


Lillian Gibson 
Rob Mathews 
| Miss Avalon 


Johnie Bright 
} Slapsy Maxie’s 


lewis & Moore 
Margie Gerretson 


| 
} 
| 
| 


| 
| 
tosennlioom 

Cullen Ric 
Jerry Brandow 
J Riley Scott 


Topsy 's 


Victor Hugo 


Colosimos 


Swanson 


L’Aigion 
Emil DeSalvi Ore 
Arsene aierel 
lsobel de Marco 

ifotel La Salle 
(Blue Front Koom) 
Crusaders Ore 
Liberty Inn 


Robert 






Jimmie O'Ne!l 
Earl Wiley Ure 
Millstones 
Frank Donia 
ferry Terrell 
Art Mee 
Madeline Lewis 
Bob Wray Ure 
Morrison Hotel 
(Boston Oyster 
House) 
Menfreea Got'heilt 
Old Heidelberg 
Mary MecCormik 
Heidelberg Cctetia 
Heidelberg Ens 
Jolly Franzl Ore 
Franzel Ore 
Palmer House 
Empire Room 
Gary Stone 
Ray Noble Ore 
Poggie & Yrur 
Tenner Smith 
4 Texas Ramblers 
Abbott Dancers 
Phil Dooley Ore 
Sherman Hotel 
(Celtie Cafe) 
Gene Kerwin Ore 
Jaros Sis 
(Panther Room) 
Glenn Miller Ore 
Carl Marx 


te 





Rosemary 
x 


Silver Cleud 


Starr & Lee 
Bill Samuels 


‘laire Hayes 


Murray Parker 
Babette Gls 

Ray Steiber Ore 
Elinor Daniels 
Hiazel Zaius 


606 Club 


Rilly Carr 

Margret Faber Gis 
Rose LaRose 
Marcia 

Mara Louise 

Betty Tou 
Catherine Harris 
jo Ann Carroll 
Jai Leia 

Wilma Novak 
Patsy Shaw 

Lilli Dawn 

Don & 


tarbara Doane 


| Sol take Ore 
Tripoli 3 


Stevens Hotel 


(Continental Koom) | 


sriff Williams Ore 
Walter King 


3ob Kirk 


Buddy Marino 


Suzie ‘Q’ 


Rert Nolan 
Yvonne Nova 
Red Wilson Ore 
Thompson's 16 Club 
Ray Revnolds 

| Steve Stutland Ore 
bi Novi Twins 
louise Shannon 
Thelma Marland 
Pat Thomas 
Marsh M:tcurdy 


Villa Moderne 


Dering 
White Guards 


Mavsy & Brach 
Tae Turner 
Jneanelyn RBaneite 
fony Cabot Ore 


PHILADELPHIA 


| Anchorage 


Elmer Hoffman 
Pegey Morgan 


| Clem Williams Orc | 


| 

| Arcadia 
Frank Jule 
Stanley Rich 
Patsy King 

} Johnny Carlin Ore 
Cadillac Tavern 

Eddie Thomas 


Ifendriques & A 
Bill Gates Ore 
Cedarwood Cabin 
(Malaga, N. J.) 
Pet rrocelli 
Nikki Nikolal 
Betty Williams 
Frankie Scnluth 
Walt Tempie Ore 
Clab 15 
Dick Thomas 
Marian Roberts 
Mardo & Co 
Jerry Delmar Ore 
Club Bali 
Ia Comfarra 
Oscar 
Allen Fielding’s Orc 
Johnniy & George 
Dixie Dunbar 
Rythmaires 
Don Renaldo Ore 


Davis 


College Ina 
Harry McKay 
Estelle & Fielding 
Loretta Walsh 
Crescent Log Cabin 
(Gloucester Hghts, 

me GaP 
Toe Kraft Ore 
Julian & «€ Hall 
Tom Turner 
Marilyn Dale 
Embassy 
cliff Hall 
Del Norella 
Loretta Lane 
Marine Trio 
Marion Kingsley 
Evergreen Casino 
Kav Allen 
Karl Leach 
Josephine Leach 


jean Lee 

fom Barry 
Vivian Vance 
Pat Shevlin Ore 


1523 Locust 


a ont t 
Kings of Swing O 
fiay 90's 
Chie Wi!l'ama Ore 
n 


arles Ita 10 
Marl Re e 
Blackie Johnson 

Henri's 
indre & Ira es 
Ra O'Da 
Al Blank 
Firnie (lee 


Chas Verne's Ore 


(H Walton Roof) 


\ er Rigs ©) 
] rR ¢ 
bie Dubrow 
[ir 1 c 
! i H i 
é ce 
De \ 
1 
ir ¢ 
e I gine Ore 


Jam Session 


x i 

1 Thorpe 
Hopkins’ Rathskeller 
Irving Braslow © 
rankie Ri« rd n 
i & KR Martina 
I Lynn 
Verne MeceGovern 
Gladys Kir 


Yvonne Du Brier 
Dona Bruce 
Vernon McGovern 
Y vonnettes 


Latimer Club 
Michael Travis Ore 








Eleanor Obold 
Vinda Sreehin 
Evelyn lLauchain 
Joanne Shere: 


Lexington Casino 


Charlie Gaines Ors¢ 
(‘a 11e@ Coste 9 
Pert Williams 


Barbara Richards 


8 Cadillac Coquettes 


Vie 
Jane Mitchell 
Donna Lee 
Dottie Payton 
"aul Moth 


, 
i 

Mazzone & 
lu 


Rube, Johnny & E 


Harry Rose 


French Follies 


Mike Jaffree 
Levington ‘Trio 


Lido Venice 


John Joseph Ore 


Frank Hail 


Carmen Chita 
Dillon & Parlow 


Margie Smith 


Dee Rogers 


Little Rathskeller 


3 Paganos 

Bert St Clair 
(YConnor Bros 
Barbara Long 


Ann Howard 


Grace Brian 
4 Ink Spais 
Vietor Hugo Ore 


Minstrel Tavern 


Allan & Parker 


21 MeGoldrick 


Margie Marsh 


sie Loftus 





Marriott's R'm Ore 


Manoa Inn 


Wavne & Kenon 
Jack Hutchinson 
Dino & 


Darling 


mecy Newell 


Paul & Kddie 


} 


Frank Cuneo Ore 


the Salliade 


Montgomery's 


ki Cooper 


an Caswell 

nn kay Ore 
Open Door Cafe 
ly Hays Ore 
Abbott 
rray Parher 


ules Ello 


Madeline Sheridan 


Rita Roberts 


Y vonettes 


Old Covered Wacon 
Leo Zollo Ore 
Palth Fastman 
Mildred Rogers 


Peacock Gardens 


Earl Denny Ors 
Philadelphia Koom 


layes Watsor 


Purple Derby, 


Ked Lion Inn 


Chambers Ore 


oe Foullner 
Dot Wilsor 


Du ont 


Bil Jiurns 


ony Gall 
School House Inna 
n O'Neil 


J 
‘a in 


Lee 


+ 


Silver lake tnn 





Rendezvous 
(Hotel Senator) 


Pearl Willian 


eale Street Bovs 


Spatoia’s 


Tusan Lang 


al !offer 

no Nanr 
Stork Club 

Modernettes 

immy Walker 

ilph Browa 


Eadie Lang 
Henry Patrick Ore 


Stamp'’s Cafe 


Bert Lemish Ore 
Linda Lawrence 
Vie FEarlson 


Betty Lynn] 


Silver Lake Inna 
(Clementon) 

eorge Reed 

|; Motter & Engel 

Valentine 

} Mary Anna 

| 

| 


Savoy & Regina 
Alice Lucey 
M Familiant Or. 
| , 
| 20th Century 
| Bobby Bernard 
loppers 
| 


Ruth Phillips 


Harry Dobbins Ore 


Venice Grille 
| Joe Reilly 
| Venice Swingsters 
Viekay Lane 
Tanya Garth 


King Sis 
Viking Cafe 
Bonnie Staurt 
Murray Parker 
| 2 Tones 
Vincent & Lane 
Phillis Lane 
Joe Vernon Ore 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


{ 
' 
} 
| 
| 


| 
| 
| 


Barbara & Margie | 


Weber's Hof Bras 
Camden 

Julies Flacco Ore 

Bob Merrill 

Leonard Cooke 

Guardsmen 8) 

4 Harvards 

Lar? ‘‘ollins 

Signor k ne 

Tia 


| Syd Golden 


Pat Sui 
Ted & Julia 
Jack Smith 
Dave Peterson 
Elmer Seltzer 
Doris Elliott 
Raths'’r Eldoradiane 
Wilson's 
Joe Hough, mec. 
Kirk & Laurence 
Ben Lane 
Pryde & Dell 
Bert hay 
Renee Rave 
Geo Bakay Cre 
Yacht Club 
Shalita & Caritena 
Eleanora 
Arnold Croce 
Grace Collins 
Mary Navis Ore 


| PITTSBURGH 


Anchorage 
| Sid Dickler Ore 


Arlington Lodge 
| Dale Somers Orc 
| Betty Smiley 
| Balconades 
Johnny Wiles Ore 


Bill Green’s 
Tack MeLean Ore 
Don Gilbert 
fom Cunningham 


| Boogie-Woogie Club 


Boog Sherman 
Dvorak 
Max Simon 
Rishop Bros 
Raiph Wolfram 
Club Pace 


Reggie 


| 
| 


Ruth Henneyman 
Rodgers & Wayne 
Bertha Peyton 
Jimmy Harper 
Club Petite 


| 
| 
| 
| Freddy Castle Ore 
| 
| 
} 
| 
| 


Cork and Bottle 


Frank Shean 3 
Hotel Henry 
(Silver Grill) 


Nelson Maples Ore 


Chuzzy Ross 
(Gay 90's) 
Doroihy Nesbitt 


| Evergreen Gardens 


| Earl Tate Ore 
| Jimmy Baldwin 
Frank Hamilton 
Kitty Rodgers 
Helene Morris 
Nenie Walters 
Hotel Roosevelt 
Kaaihves 
Hotel Wm. Penn 
(Continental Bar) 
Wanda Shiner 
Ifarry Bigley 
Rav Catizone 
Steve Mathews 
Mike Shamrella 
Kenny wood 
rin Hill Org 
Wallendas 
Merry-Go-Round 
Wiil Asche 
Al Fremont Ore 
New Penn 
Herb Fy 


| Charlie Jennings Or 


Don Andrea 
Murray & Murray 
Rinehart & Mason 
Larry Neale 
Freckles & Fussy 
Mack & Faye 
Nixon Cafe 
Al Marsico Ore 
Bob Carter 
Roberta & Ray 
Betty McClure 
Poll Mar Gls 
Angelo Di Palma 
Nut House 
Jim Buchanon 
Harry Nosokoft 
Ted Biake 
Rodgers & Spruce 
Toe Klein 
Honey Boy 
Buzzin Bees Ore 
Orchard 


Jimmy Gamble Ore 
Jay Loring 
Chuck Miller 
Pines 
Howard Recker Or 
Mac Harris 
Bob Stahi 
Riviera 
Ray Englert 
Max Adkins Ore 











itschie Ore 


Yacht Club 
H Middleman Ore 
Jerry & Turk 
Jackie Heller 
Shirley Heller 
Eric Iicard 
Paul Florenz Gls 

Sky-Vue 

Cyril Woistman Or 
Helen Young 

Union Grill 
Art Yagrello 
Frank Natale 
Mike Sandretto 

Villa Madrid 
Joe Shafer Ore 
Carmetita & Lee 
Betty Nvlander 
Coquettes 

Webster Hall 
George Weber Ore 

West View 
Howard Paum Ore 
Jean Boaz 
Buzz Aston 
3 Raumshells 
3 Voises 

Willows 

Clyde Knight Ore 


DETROIT 


Book-Cadillac Hotel | 


(Book Casino) 


Low? Clark Ore 
(Motor RBar) 
Vic Abbs Ore 


Blossom Heath 
Carrol & Gorman 
Ambassadorettes 
l.vdia & Joresco 


lack Randall Co 
May W Foursome 
iloria Shayne 
Roberta Costello 
Koweryettes (12) 
Jitterbugs (8) 


johnny King 
has Carlisle 
Berir Resh Ore 


Biue Lantern 


Joe Holmes 


amour Gls (6) 
I nt 
ee Walters Ore 


lremple 
f 


Corktown Tavern 


Dicl liaviland 
I Howard 
lie May ell 
I r Re ‘ ° 
Kiton & fF 4 
5 0 

h tere 
Eddie Bratton Ore 

Hund's 
O14 Timers 
Koland LaPrise §% 


London Chop House 


Reves 


Mary Jane Funk 
Rogers-Stanle ore 


Mayfair 


| Gil Raye 


Jare McLean 
Jack ‘ewhurn 
Joe Ban 1e‘t 


Phil Olsen Ure 


Nebiolo’s 
Tudell & Jean 
Adelaide & Annm 
Mhddie Jacobs 
I 


, Giovanni 


; Ray Carlin Ore 


Northwood Ina 
T & L Taft 


Sally Joy 
Graf & Davton 
Sammy Dibert Ore 


Palm Beach 
tobby Jones 
DbiMarlos 
Rolling Ramblers & 
Monnie Drake 
Don Pablo Ore 
Huck'’s Redford Ine 
Mae Metiraw Ove 

Club Royale 
Pa Posini 
Dorn Bros. Margie 
Terry. & Walker 
Manhattan Trio 
Geo Bernhard Dane 


| Preston Lambert 
‘ 


Carl Bonr 


Ire 
Ore 


San Diege 


Lane & § 

Bob King 

Wallv & Fr es 
George Pres 

Al Alex re 


Whittler Hotel 


(Gold Cup Room) 
I idonaires 


CLEVELAND 


Alpine Village 
Otto Thurn Or< 





rts & White 

Paisy Marr 

‘ }iudson 

(Carl Alueller 

Mildred Smith 

argaret Aemmer 

Herman Pirchner 
Airway Club 

Trov Singer Ore 

Judy Biae 
College Tua 

n Brill Ore 


« 


Bonnie LaVonne 

Kddie Rau 

Giorta Vale 

Lois Miller 
Freddie's Cafe 

Leaurene NeVell 


| Leightor 
Chick Floyd 


; Kitis Tri 
gr 


iviro Norton 
Derle Kersten T . 
Eddie Barnes 
Art Lackey Ore 


Hanna Grille 
Lenny Colyer 
Pat Ryan 
loy tobinson 
Rubertino 


Hotel Allertoa 


Jonnie, S Steele 


Hotel Carter 


Don RF: Ore 


Carir L 


Hotel Cleveland 
Noble Or 


Hotel Sterling 


Marty Lake Ore 


(Continued on page 41) 
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mond, walking to mike in center of 
stage, he makes better appearance 
than expected of screen personality, 
thumorously kidding his interest in 
song-writing and explaining how he | 


MUSIC HALL, N. Y. 


Capt. John Tiebor and asvats, Sure 
trude Westmoreland, Carlos Peter- , Cae pater? 
son, Jan Peerce, Madeline Buddy | netted $2 on his first Se 
Karson, Bill Marquette, Myron Stef- | Will You.’ Then sang it, after | 
fin, Rockettes, Glee Club, Ballet | which < ee bine nec a 4 

i l h | got ne 2. mmediate 4 
Corps, Music Hall Symphony ca cater Green am early ate. ae | 
| 








10W 
rchestr nder direction of Erno} W! 
 hwngely This, — as Too’ | Do Is Dream of You,’ which drew 
(WB), reviewed in Variety, June 12.| ohs and ahs from his femme fans. 
. | Didn’t set the world afire, but they 

This week's stage show runs but | liked him. 

24 minutes. The endurance test is| House capacity at opening. ' 
with the film portion. This includes | Wern. 
‘All This, and Heaven Too’ (WB), | 
covering 140 minutes, and in addi- | 
tion there’s an issue of ‘Information | 
Please’ (RKO) with Wendell L.| 





| 


TOWER, K. C. 





| The Stapletons (2), Les Ghezzis (2); 


he was pretty messy and showed 
surprising lack of finesse, partic- 
ularly in his drunk bit. He's essen- 
tially a talking comedian at present 
and should stay away from mugging 
and clowning. 


PARAMOUNT, N. Y. | 


Orrin Tucker Orch (15), with | 
Bonnie Baker, The Bodyguards (4),| 
‘Ghost Breakers’ (Par), reviewed in| 
Variety, June 12. 


Handles typical marionets such as 
skeleton, colored dancers and the 
inevitable skating waltz. All to 
audience satisfaction. 
closing a.k. dance and could be elimi- 
nated. 

Gloria Blake is a young singer, 
okay for popular audiences with her 





Paramount bolsters its laughable | 
Bob Hope starrer this session with | 
Bonnie Baker and Orrin Tucker's 
band, the combination that created | 
a very large stir the beginning of | 
this year via the — page 
tion of the 20-year old tune, ‘Oh) aa “+ on inane avers 
Johnny.’ This date is the first local Stee Poe eS em yg 
opportunity to glom the owner of | singers. Miss Blake is a novelty. A 
the small voice in person at popular | coloratura, she has a tendency to 


Marionet act of Lester Omans fits | 
neatly enough with the current fad. | 


Poorest is the | 


Willkie as the guest. 
Leon Leonidoff put together the 


current stage show, which plays in, 


one set, that of a country club with 
a pool in the foreground. Setting 
is one of the most effective done by 
Bruno Maine. Among other things, 
it is very realistic and, in the stag- 
ing, details, as having waiters walk 
around, have not been overlooked in 
an effort to lend authenticity. 

A grill across the stage fronts the 
country club scene as an opener. 
Carlos Petersen, in a bit as the 
golfer who holes out at the 18th to 
cop a cup, and Gertrude Westmore- 
land, as the wife bemoaning that she 
married a linksman, tee things off. 
Jan Peerce and the glee club follow 


in an arrangement of close harmony | 


by M. Salta which features ‘Donkey 
Serenade.’ 

From here on the country club 
setting, in fullstage, is employed, 
first for a diving exhibition by 
Madeline Buddy Karson. While her 
technique as a diver is all that it’s 
supposed to be, Miss Karson is no 
Annette Kellerman as to figure. 
She’s shortish and muscular. Two 
diving comics, Bill Marquette and 


Myron Steffin, dig laughs for re-/| 


lief. Feature act is Capt. John 
Tiebor's excellent seal turn which has 
been standard and in the top brack- 
ets on entertainment quality for 
some years. 

The Rockettes and ballet corps ap- 
pear in oné number each, former as 
Sailorettes in a tap routine that is 
nice but not outstanding. Toe divi- 
sion winds things up in one of the 
more impressive numbers put on by 
Florence Rogge. Girls carry large 
rubber balls of red, white and blue 
which, for a finish, form the outline 
of an American flag. 

Theatre is doing smash business 
and Friday night seats were at a 
premium. Char. 


GOLDEN GATE, S.F. 


Kansas City, July 6. 

Shayne and Armstrong, Bogash and , 

Bardine, John Tio, Lester Harding, | 

Shirley June Thornton, House Line, | 

| Herb Six House Orch; ‘Saps at Sea’ 
| (UA), 


Annual contest to select the bath- | 
/ing beauty to represent Kansas City 
lin the state contest later in the sea- 

| son is worked in as part of the stage 

bill this week and leads to the title 

i‘Seashore Frolics. Parade of 12 

contestants is staged past mid-show 

after an introductory line number. 

' Serves to get more gals on stage and 

rouses some local interest. 


Bill is opened by girls bouncing 
large beach balls in rhythm. Lester 
Harding steps on as m.c. to introduce 
'Shayne and Armstrong in a turn 
combining ballroom terping with 
|} acrobatics. They show most every- 
'thing from eccentric to swing and 
turn in some extraordinary acrobatic 
twirls for good measure. Work is in 
| the class of the better dance teams 
'and might have been better spotted 
, later in the show. 

Bandstand rolls downstage for an 
infrequent specialty by I*erb Six and 
his house crew. This one is a torrid 
‘Isle of Capri,’ with each section 
|; given an inning. Standard turn is 
contributed by Bogash and Bardine 
as inebriated acrobats. Stuff is good 
for some laughs and winds up 
'stronger than indicated by their 
| opening. There’s a bit of doubling 
| up on the bill here, although this act 
iis played mostly for.comedy. As 


| such it’s only laugh act en route. 


| 


| Harding’s regular turn calls for 
|him to sing ‘Make Believe Island’ 


| for good registry and he swings into 
‘Imagination,’ with the line coming 
| on for a short softshoe preceding the 





| beauty parade. Following contest, 
| runner 
| amateur contortionism by 


's 


prices. 


If opening night (Wednes-| shrill her high notes, but has a| 
'day) business was any indication, | generally cléar pair of tonsils that 


the week will be a healthy one. The | qo a good job on semi-classicals. 


S.R.O. sign was out. The first 


Tucker-Baker N. Y. date subsequent 


to the click of that one tune was at 
the Waldorf-Astoria hotel. 


Show is smartly laid out and 
speedily paced. Its only drawback 
(which didn’t seem to bother the 
audience when caught as each try 
was lustily applauded) is the fact 
that Miss Baker tees off on no less 
than 11 tunes, solo and_ back- 
grounded by the Bodyguards quartet. 
That’s entirely too much for one 
sitting. However, she sharpens her 
vocal tricks, similar to the drawn 
finale sigh of the ‘Johnny’ waxing, 
thereby avoiding a sameness and 
stale reaction from comparison with 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| 


| stayed all night. 


her recorded versions of the same | 


tunes. All of the numbers she does 


} 


| good- 


Always among the top are the De- 
Marcos, who worked amazingly hard 
at the show caught and who did re- 
peated encores. Start slowly but 
build to a smash audience reaction 
at the end. Scored particularly well 
with their modern dance burlesque 
and their final waltz, 


Rochester (Eddie Anderson), the 
Jack Benny stooge, was liked by 
audience so well he could have 
He comes through 
with a well worked-out act that has 
considerable entertainment. His 
own chatter has nothing particularly 
amusing about it, but his clowning 
with the femme dancing stooge 
draws plenty of laughs. Has an- 
other femme dancer for a_ short, 
looking tropical number. 


are ones which have been disced. | ter is a foundation for a powerful 


These tricks, 


phrases which emphasize suggestive- | more 


hesitating before; dance novelty, but at present needs 


than the neat costuming. 


ness, and dwelling longer than usual, Rochester played around the audi- 
on others, also tighten the bond be- | 


tween 
holds easily. 
the small voice and her costuming 
and general appearance is 
Starts off with ‘Pinch Me’ and in 
succession does ‘Wouldja © Mind,’ 
‘Especially for You,’ ‘You’d Be Sur- 
prised,’ ‘What Are Little Girls Made 
of’ (with Bodyguards), ‘Nat Yet,’ 
‘My Resistance is Low,’ ‘Playmates’ 
(Bodyguards), ‘Billy’ and the in- 
evitable ‘Oh Johnny,’ finishing with 
‘Ma He’s Making Eyes at Me’ as 
the elevated pit lowers. 

Tucker’s band, a sweet aggrega- 
tion, is by far no powerful asset 
from a strictly musical standpoint, 
but it’s a nice enough crew entirely 
adequate for Tucker’s 
Baker’s needs. It’s composed 
three sax, two trumpets, two trom- 


closed for brief bit of | bones, four rhythm and three vio- 
tiny | 


lins. It uses entertaining arrange- 


| 
j 


her and the audience she, ing them beg for more. 
Her appearance fits applause. 


good. | Friday (5). 





and Miss 
of | 


| 


ence on his solo dance work, mak- 
He got his 


Business good at the last show 
Gold. 


HIPP, BALTO. 





Baltimore, July 7. 


Major Bowes’ ‘Prize Winners of 
1940’ unit with Ted Mack, Sinclair 
Triplets, Bert and Betty Bradford, 
Buddy Lewis, Five Harmonica Bell- 
ringers, Patricia Holden, Henry Rob- 
inson, Bartolo Ortiz, Sam _ Birch, 
George Bell, Rigoletto Trio, Phil 
Lampkin House Orch (12); ‘Anne of 
Windy Poplars’ (RKQ), 





About the ‘teenth Bowes unit to 


Lat- | 


STATE, N. Y. 


Jay C. Flippen with Eddie Hanley, 
Betty Hutton, Ray and Geraldine 
Hudson, Oxford Boys (3), Gomez 
and Minor, Ruby Zwerling house 
band; ‘Waterloo Bridge’ (M-G). 








If, as showmen have been repeat- 
edly declaring during the past few 
weeks, audiences want frothy en- 
tertainment to carry their minds 
from such stuff as the surprising 
U. S. Army recruiting trailer which 
precedes the State’s show, the 
theatre’s current stage combo has 
what it takes. Made up entirely of 
| well-proved acts and brought on by 
| vet m.c. and comic Jay C. Flippen, 
it's a full hour of high-powered en- 
tertainment. 

In the absence of the usual name 
or semi-name band, Ruby Zwerling’s 
house crew is lifted from pit to 
boards and given a neat setting to 
provide a pleasant background for 
the turns. Flippen, who's playing 
his umpteenth return engagement 
at the State, as usual combines 
comedy with his introing for a win- 
‘ning blend. Gags are a trifle wrin- 
kled from use and a couple are ques- 
tionable for a family house, but 
clicked okay. Flippen’s aided by 
deadpan Eddie Hanley, who also 
does a short solo turn emulating the 
gal across the way getting dressed 
in the morning. 

Flippen and Hanley are also the 
foils for Betty Hutton, the angular 
blonde with the torrid pipes and 
crazy antics, who appeared in the 
revue, ‘Two for the Show,’ during 
the past winter. She turned out to 
be a sock feature in the latter and 
repeats here. Femme zany beats the 
innards out of Flippen in the process 
of her cacophonous throating and 
earns tremendous laugh and salvos. 
It’s a nifty turn—if Flippen can hold 
up until the end of the week. 

Oxford Boys mesh solidly with 
their imitations of bands and vocal- 
ists. Only instrument used by the 
trio is a guitar, the rest being en- 
tirely vocal. Carboning is amazing, 
consisting of such crews as Henry 








| Busse’s, Royal Hawaiians, Fred 
Waring’s, Horace Heidt’s, Clyde 
McCoy’s and others. Also smash 


| with mimicry of Kate Smith, Gene 
Autry, Rudy Vallee, Bing Crosby 
j}and Martin Block (of ‘Make Believe 
| Ballroom,’ WNEW, N. Y.) 

| Aesthetic side of the stage goings- 
on is well cared for by the ballroom 
duo of Gomez and Minor. Team, 
which was at the Versailles, swank 
|N. Y. nitery, during the winter, is 
comparatively new, Gomez being 








be played here, current edition is formerly teamed with Winona and 


| Shirley June Thornton, winner of | ments and — stunts that help) 
| last week’s amateur contest. toward the good impression of the judging from stubholders present at | Jo ae tee: to ele ge nsx il 
In final spot, Francis LaBella | outfit as a whole. Drinking songs, | time pe Beery still potent n4 drawing ~~ i is highlighted by remark 
brings on his trained African Parrot, | done by band members down front| power. All the familiars are on| Ray am Geraldine Huds fe 
John Tio, as a novelty act. Bird is | as a chorus, is one stunt, and a bit} hand, the major’s emcee, harmonica | gq; y dog " — a v—rlinagge ange: — 
prettily plumed and knows his lines, | wherein the stage is blacked out is players, _ bellringers ak hoofer | Sip-Rep terpers, open the procesd- 
or . ’ BNh Ss ome »| ings. So-so on looks, the gals are tops 


entirely up to previous layouts and! Miss Minor with Root. Their excel- 





San Francisco, July 3. 
Gene Raymond, O’Neill Sisters’ 
Kiddie Revue, Gillette & Richards, 
Ruskin and Norman, Elsie & Her- 








man, Rex Weber, Charles Kaley’s although tardy in giving them up. | another. |mimic, versatile youngster and last-/ in” their line, doing somersaults 

Orch, House Line; ‘Cross Country’ Possibly explained by LaBella’s | Here crew members handle musi- | ™inute addition “from the broadcast | spins and twirls with speed and 

Romance (RKO). extreme sincerity to show off the | cal notes of various sizes and illumi- | Of the current week. Phil Lampkin’s | agility. Working both singly and 
bird’s ability. So intent is he that | nated in different colors which | house crew helps considerably, | aad satan . .. ‘ 

; ; ; : : ; > Ss, icn, | . : ‘ ‘ | together in precision bits, they drew 

With single feature on screen this; showmanship and presentation are | flashing on and off as a note on rounding out effective musical sup- | a load of handpatter with a num- 
week, Golden Gate is double billed | slighted. Girls wind up the usual 45 piano, sax, violin, ete., is struck, | port. | ber of unusual pera ‘Herb 
on stage, first half being deyoted to| minutes with a combined kick and | make it possible to ‘see as well as| In a special set, full stage, and | oe ai re a : 


O’Neill Sisters’ annual midsummer | 
kiddie show and last half going to | 
four standard acts. Thus, there are 
two finales without an intermission. 


acro number, ay | hear a band playing.’ It’s novel! 

Upping of admission through tax, | and striking and the effect, especially 
has had little effect on customers as | with a skittering, neon-lighted vio- 
regular allotment was present at | 


strictly from Dixie, the lineup un- 
folds swiftly under the guidance of 
|Ted Mack, opening with three-way 
vocalizing of ‘Bugle Call Rag’ by the | 


PALACE, CLEVE. 


Cleveland, July 6. 


} 














é ‘ : n L lin note, very humorous. Tucker, V4 : : 

Opening with a ballet flash, mop- | Friday night (5) show. Quin. | sings and plays sax once. His vocals | Sinclair Triplets, whose arrangement! Three Vespers, Vic Hyde, Three 
pets are — a = ee | Se | aren't hard to take. | succeeds in ee like every | Samuels and Harriet Hayes, Red 
running usual gamut o ap, toe, | | D : | other tune. hen pleasant tapping} s, » F attic 

: { tap, espite : F , apPins | Skelton, Edna Stillwell, Hattie Mc- 
uae a clas pend: he a tt | STATE-LAKE, CHI Miss Rg Feo Mheigg pesenen Meg by Bert and Betty Bradford, in a/ Daniel, Bert Unger’s House Orch; 
tines. In other words, it’s a typical | ‘na Cheenie “ enh hal Sead 7 - medley routine and a brief challenge | ‘Private Affairs’ (U) : 
kiddie revue, with the real stars | Chi Julu 7 | iematl tenes hee tenn cn age * es which catches on nicely, ‘ naaeene. 

: sae me ; : 7 : icago, July , | § , Sts é fr: e are ior so » a 
son ge Aga gag tone Tee Bobby Whaling & Co. (2), Helen| years, to come up with the most oe follows with pot- Headlining duo of Red Skelton 
best possible results Which is no| Honan, Al Zimmey, Nolan and | solid audience response. Pair have pout: OF Tapressions of film andj|and Hattie McDaniel, with a unit 
aR rom apes : Nolan, Estelle Taylor, Ward andj} made little or no change in their radio personalities, scoring favor-|and Bert Unger's orchestra built 
reflection on the youngsters, who | + “ ag ea ‘4 sos "2. C (4).| routine. In view of the c es f ably and making effective niche for! around it, is giving a much needed 
tend strictly to business, one juve | ¥2" en y 0. ’ Ati ah € conlnes Of the Five Harmonica Bellringers shot of i le j > ar f Pa ace 
acrobat all but tearing herself to | Walter Davidson House Orch; ‘Dark | the Par stage, it’s an unusual book- | ),4\¢ Quintet swing the bells and shot of vaude into arm of Palace, 
pieces with smiling determination, | Co™™and’ (Rep.) jing, but they have little trouble eather r scone p eytes: Bly wee e rn one Seen. Sree Srna 
=CeS 8 , ia | working out their difficult balances | 22°UCT TOUNG the mike for session Of | into cellar with straight films. Bill 
and garnering a hearty hand. ; ret iggees, Bas Auticult balances | mouth-orgar ring ‘ sa Wa ; 
B & y | Plenty of show here with oc-/ and exhibitions of endurance. At mouth-organ blowing, all okay and | doesn’t have the bigtime wallop that 


Modified can-can opens final scene, | 


white-and-red costumed gals then 
backgrounding appearance of other 
steppers until kids are all on. House 
line then joins mob, remaining to 
bridge gap to first regular act, Gil- 
lette and Richards, dance team. 
Pair open fast with modified ball- 
room adagio. For second turn male 
half plays straight while girl shows 


|casional flashes of satisfactory enter- 
|tainment. Headlining and closing is 
|the skit of Warren Hymer company 
|(New Acts). Act shows that Hymer 
}is in there trying and it does succeed 
|in presenting comedian in a type of 
'role with which he has been identi- 
| fied in pictures. 

Estelle Taylor with a 
Makes a fine 


is here 


istraight singing turn. 


how an ex-stripper might do ji F . 
bumping and acelin oe pois > ga which is her big asset 
ae [ak  wiekee oti aor sao currently. Miss Taylor is backed by 


looks other way. Probably funnier a 
little farther away from the kiddies, 
this matinee audience still being un- 


splendid arrangements which the 
Walter Davidson orchestra plays in 
excellent fashion. 

Opening is the bike act of Bobby 


a io —o — moppets. Couple | whaling and femme. He does a 
s O ae ; i le 
- nf , a oar ane with hee musical itramp but manages to come up with 
a ybox and pair of tap-dancing |<ome good stunts on all types of 
olls. ° " 


Veteran Rex Weber, singing ven- 


triloquist in rube makeup, had audi- | 


ence with him from first yelp and 
could have stayed longer but didn’t. 
Ruskin and Norman also kid audi- 
ence, lad barking ‘Are you crazy?’ 
when called back. Chap’s eccentric 
limber-leg stuff is what got ’em 
here, his other attempts at comedy 
merely delaying the dancing. 
Warm welcome was_ accorded 
Elsie and Herman, living statue acro 
team working on pedestal in center 
of fountain. 
fountains with gal standing sta- 
tuesquely inside each circle of water 
and the supporting upper spray. Ef- 
fect is eye-catching although one 
fountain failed to function at open- 
ing. Second finale has line and mop- 
pets in an Indian flash, done in red 
except for whirling finish using 
fluorescent lighting effect. 
Personal appearing next-to-clos- 
ing first day only was Gene Ray- 


Pair fianked by double 


'wheels. It’s a full opener and suit- 
able for most houses. Helen Honan 
scores satisfyingly with a series of 
impersonations. All standard 
pressions and okayed by this audi- 
ence, which particularly liked Miss 
| Honan’s closing Charlie Chaplin bit, 
a specialty not attempted by many 
| impersonators. 

| Neat ballroom dance routine is de- 
|livered by Nolan and Nolan. Have 
| good wardrobe and appearance and 
| g0 over in solid fashion with a series 
(of standard numbers. Real click on 
ithe show are Ward and Van with 
their standard pantomime music 
clowning. They have their timing 
| down to fine point and score power- 
jfully with their harp and violin 
| work. Outstanding act of its kind 
and okay in any theatre for likeable 
low comedy. Al Zimmey is back 
strictly as m.c. and handles a thank- 
less assignment gracefully. 

Business strong at the last show 


im- | 


one point the prone understander’s 
legs project over the edge of the 


fort him. 
side -down 
finale here. 

The Stapletons, tap 
imaginative routines, round out the 
Par’s fare. They're smooth legsters, 
neatly costumed. Tee off with smart 


Their usual finale, an ‘up- 
jitterbug,’ is a crack 


team with 


} unison rhythm work. Rather than 
just a straight dancing turn, they 
work ideas into the routines and 
| have little trouble going over 


Wood. 


CHICAGO, CHI 


Chicago, July 6. 
| Lester Omans, Gloria Blake, Don 
| Rice, DeMarcos (2). Rochester & Co. 
| (4), Louis Adrian House Orch (12); 
‘Brother Orchid’ (WB). 


Business and the show are both 
good this week. The Chicago comes 
up with a lineup of acts which are, 
for a change, suitable for this estab- 
lishment. In recent weéKs the 
stage here has been smudged with 


this house. 
Don Rice, m.c., turns in a comedy 
monolog routine on his own. 


done around here. 
getting sloppy and moth-eaten. 
previous dates in Chicago, usually 
at the Palace, Rice had a smart 
enough line of chatter and handled 





Saturday (6), Gold. 


al DESAI A sh 


it neatly. At this show, however, 


| 


some acts which have no place in} 


stage but it doesn’t seem to discom- | 


effectively accented by some comedy 
business by the shortest member of 
the combo. 


A slightly new twist for a Bowes 


layout is the mind-reading stint of | 
Patricia Holden, working blindfolded | 


on stage and identifying objects held 


up by her dad in the audience. 
Works fast and smoothly, handling a 


number-reading finish in showmanly 
fashion. Followed by Henry Robin- 


son, introduced as 76 years of age, | 


and good for audible response to his 
hardshoe hoofery and begoff speech. 

‘Discovery of the week,’ Bartolo 
Ortiz, a Mexican gives out with mu- 
sical selections on a tincan fixed into 
a fiddle, a table full of frying pans 
which he plays with xylophone ham- 
mers and a roaster which also suc- 
ceeds in creating a tune. Finishes 
by whacking various portions of his 
legs to produce music. He’s generally 
quite funny and could be developed. 

Mack takes hold here for session 


|of gagging with Sam Birch, ending 


up in some swingy clarinet stuff and 
a comic dance good for laughs. More 
instrumental stuff next by George | 
Bell, personable youngster who plays | 
the fiddle, hops a buck, juggles and | 
gives out with routine on the trum- | 


| Mich., 


some of the house’s previous shows 
had but it’s tightly constructed, con- 
|taining plenty of laughs and sales- 
appeal to overcome a hot week. 

Skelton doing swell work as m.c., 
displaying a new radio polish as well 
|as better gags since his last visit 
here. Although building himself up 
with walk-on patter, he still gives 
acts a heavy push in his _ intro- 
|ductions. As for his own offering, 
it’s a home-run of fresher, snappy 
material that bats out laughs with 
surprising regularity. ‘Taking care 
of baby’ skit is a surefire howler that 
gets the femmes even on the usually 
deadly matinee sessions. 

Three Vespers uncork show with 
familiar yet nicely timed acrobatics 
on teeterboard. Newcomer to Cleve- 
land is Vic Hyde, one-man band im- 
pressions. While stunts with three 
trumpets seems a bit bucolic. his 
chatter about his hometown of Niles, 
is likeable, earthy whimsy 
that’s right down Ohioans’ alley. 
Three Samuels and Harriet Hayes 
punctuate the trey-spot excellently, 
repeating their precision taps and sly 
slapstick in a slick style. 

As co-headliner, Hattie McDaniel’s 
makeup as the ginghamed Negros 


pet to good returns. |mammy of ‘Gone with the Wind’ 
Rigoletto Trio, puzzling name for | sells her as emphatically as her 


| threesome of Harlem singers, close | robust singing. Whoever wrote her 


|matters solidly. Essaying version of | lines did a showmanly job. Her re- 


Dis- | 
appointingly, Rice fails to purvey | singer doing it legit and the other 
the type of turn he has previously | jiving, 


The gags are/and hold pace with version of ‘Fare 
In| You Well,’ which rings the bell and 


quartet from ‘Rigolletto,’ with one| marks about Clark Gable, Holly- 
wood, etc., carry the right tone and 
she doesn’t overplay her screen suc- 
cess. Jiving bit is a corking finale 
for her hot swinging of ‘That Old 
Feeling’ and repartee with Skelton. 
Heat on advanced Fourth of July 
opening melted crowds but biz 
picked up over weekend. Pullen. 


lads catch on with a bang 


brings on the finale in which all 
principals are reintroduced, but not 
without the rendition of ‘God Bless 
America.’ Burm. 
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~ APOLLO, N. Y. 





Louie Armstrong Orch (15), with | 
Midge Williams, Sonny Woods, | 
Chuck and Chuckles, Binkie and 
Margie, Dusty Fletcher, George Wilt- | 
shire, Vivian Harris, Evelyn Keys; | 
‘Girl in 313’ (20). 





Harlem patrons like their stage 
shows long and loud, but to an alien 
patron the length gets tiresome and 
the noise, though contributed by a 
good band, gets plenty messy on the 
ears. Nevertheless, the Apollo 
usually manages to put on an. enter- 
taining show, some spotty and some 
okay, all the way except for house 
skits and production numbers. Cur- 
rent layout is in the latter category 
and conforms to the long and loud 

nique. ; 
Leg per Armstrong’s band, consider- 
ably improved since the last time it 
was reviewed here, accounts for a 
major portion of the show’s 95-min- 
ute running time, while split by the 
dancing turn of Chuck and Chuckles. 
Group has replaced almost half its 
men in the past couple months, a 
long stride toward the better. It 
now is a colored band of rank (there 
are few real good ones), serving 
sizzling or rhythm arrangements in 
fine tempo. Ballads, as usual with 
such bands, are out of the question. 

Since his group has improved to 
the point where it can take some of 
the load off his shoulders, Arm- 
strong himself doesn’t work as hard 
with his horn as he once did. Now 
he gives ’em just enough to keep 
appetites whetted and no_ longer 
knocks himself out reaching for 
those high ones. The showmanship 
is still there, however, in large 
doses, his gravel-throated vocals, 
etc., helping immensely. 

Midge Williams and Sonny Woods 
handle songs. Former is more con- 
vincing. She does ‘My My’ and a 
particularly good job on ‘I'm No- 
body's Baby.’ ‘El Rancho Grande,’ 
in jive is n.s.g. Behind her, on ‘My 
My,’ the band maintains the same 
jumping pace it uses on rhythm 
tunes, almost spoiling the ballad. 
In other words the background just 
ain't. 

Woods serves up his legit voice on 
legit fare, doing first ‘Without a 
Song,’ following with ‘Jeanie with 
Light Brown Hair.’ He’s okay but 
would be better if he lyricized more 
clearly. This act, with the Chuck 
and Chuckles duo, is scheduled to 
follow the current Orrin Tucker- 
Bonnie Baker unit into the Para- 
mount theatre, N. Y., July 17. 

Chuck and Chuckles, announced 


| voice by Saxon. 





| 
as recently returned from Australia, | 


have little trouble getting over, and | 
the response is deserving. They | 
seem to do a bit of everything and | 
provide plenty of giggles. On top| 
of the whacky fol-de-rol both are | 
pretty fancy steppers, running | 
through tapping and sundry dance | 
routines with an ease bespeaking | 
ability. One gathers laughs by'! 
singing in a forced, high-pitched | 
voice while dancing, gets more with | 
a simulated Stepin Fetchit posture | 
at the teeoff, and even brings out 


something that looks like a xylo- | 
phone for a number Challenge 


work is the high point of the act, 
however, proving worthy of laughs | 
and respect for the brand of danc- | 
ing. 

Production effort comes up with 
one particularly eye-catching bit this 
week built around the song ‘Wind 
and Rain in Your Hair.” Woodland 
setting is splashed with light ‘rain,’ 
while line trips through a routine 
in summery outfits and Al Sigal and 
Evelyn Keys give the lyrics of the 
tune a going-over. They're n.s.g. 

Dusty Fletcher’ 
Straighted by George Wiltshire and 
Vivian Harris, is productive of many 


Ss 


| duce 


| being bawled out by petty officer. | 
| Miss 


comedy, | 


giggles in one piece re a bootlegging | 


marred by 


Wood. 


establishment, but it’s 


the length. 


LYRIC, INDPLS. 





Indianapolis, July 5 
Ben Bernie Orch, Bellett & Eng- 
lish Bros. (3), The Nielsons (2), 
Donald Saxon, Bailey Sisters (2) 
Johnny Ryan; ‘Hot Steel’ (U). 





Last fall, before the Ole Maestro 
took to the networks, he stopped off 
at this house. Now, upon 
tion of his CBS series, he heads 
Straight for the old stamping grounds 
wih a show that rings the bell. Evi- 
dently a lot of attention has been 
paid to the job of whipping the 
radio unit into a crew worth the 
price of admission to vaude houses. 
Most of the weight falls upon the 
band members, with two top-notch 
acts added. Band does okay except 
in one spot, when .the entire crew 
attempts to do a choir rendition of 
‘Imagination.’ At show caught, it 
went plenty sour, evidently from 
lack of rehearsal. Rest of the time 
is Well spent by the orch, consisting 
of four rhythm, three trombone, 
three trumpet, and four saxes. Bernie 
is a pleasing m.c. and his gags are 
Sure for giggles, but he should re- 
trench on his dancing during the 
band numbers, what with his in- 
creasing heft. 

., Mitt slaps go to the orch crew for 
its opening ‘Woodpecker Song.’ fol- 
lowed by Donald Saxon singing ‘OV’ 
Man River, and_ repeating 
Wonderful World. Johnny Ryan, 


with | 


introduced as being Straight from 
the old sod, high tenors ‘Irish Eyes’ 
and ‘Wild Irish Rose.” Bailey Sis- 
ters score with ‘Playmates,’ helped 
by Bernie, and then do all right for 


themselves with slightly blue lyrics | 


of ‘Man Who Comes Around.’ Bernie 
joins them for ‘Sailor With Navy 
Blue Eyes.’ 

‘Fools Rush 


In’; ‘Make 


Was I?’ and ‘Breeze and I, with 
Bailey Sisters and 
Bernie also do okay near closing 
with ‘Six Lessons from Mme. La- 
Zonga,’ with orch, etc., joining in a 
rhumba finish. Ray Michaels, band 
drummer, goes into a hot skin ses- 
sion for finish of 61 minuter. 


The Nielsons score heavily with 


puppets worked from small platform | 
with strings in view of audience. Ex- | 


pert handling of the threads gives 


| the dummies a personality which is 


refreshing. 

Marion Bellett and English Bros. 
are surefire with whirlwind acro- 
batics. 


boys. Have been here before and 
always get a top response. 

Show moves fast and is intelli- 
gently routined. Biz was good at 
third show opening day, Friday (5). 

Kiley. 


EARLE, WASH. 








Washington, July 6. 
Eileen Ritter, Murtagh sisters, 
Buster West and Lucille Page, Nick 
Lucas; ‘Untamed’ (Par). 





Only three imported acts this 
week, house relying on its perma- 
nent talent and a publicizeable gag 
to fill it out, which it does satisfac- 


torily. Eileen Ritter, top local Gae | 


Foster gal, again does neat job in 
the ‘Sing-A-Song-With-Mike’ (part 
of community sing) stunt, getting 
four soloists out of each audience 
and this week delivering a duet, 
‘Yodeling Jive,’ with pit trumpeter 
Jimmy Taylor, who frequently does 
nut vocals. 

Big idea, which copped plenty of 
advance paragraphs in papers for 
weeks, is wafting the Apple Blossom 
cologne via the air conditioning 
vents during the line’s Apple Blos- 
som routine. Gag is more intriguing 
in anticipation than in operation, but 
it makes okay novelty. 

Miss Ritter has house howling ‘I 
Want a Girl Just Like the Girl,’ 


‘Dinah,’ ‘Harvest Moon,’ ‘April 
Showers’ and ‘California Here I 
Come.’ She joins Taylor in cute 
duet as curtains part on line in 


Alpine hats against Swiss hotel set. 
Lucille Page, doffing Swiss cap after 
entrance does an effective straight 
acrobatic dance in red slacks, with 
sock somersault splits to wind up 
¢he number. She works completely 
unannounced and only one, of four 
local critics realized who she was. 
Three Murtagh Sisters, tall brunet 
and two blondes, then tear off “Tux- 
edo Junction,’ ‘Wind and the Rain,’ 
a burlesque opera bit and a super- 
swung edition of ‘Rockabye Baby. 
Gals work hard, with plenty of goof 
pantomime and cracks. They go 
over, but not in proportion to the 
effort expended. 

Three linegals in sailor garb intro- 
Buster West and Miss Page 
against ship’s deck set, male mak- 
ing his usual entrance as sloppy gob 


appears in her whistle- 
provoking lame skirt, etc., and sub- 
sequent horseplay, replete with 
West's surefire eccentric hoofing, the 
rapid-fire asides and Miss Page 
hip-revolving and general slapstick, 
brings down the house, as always. 


Page 


Ss 


Nick Lueas winds up the doings, | 


working in dark coat and light 
pants, with guitar suspended from 
neck. Youngsters in the audience 


couldn't ‘quite see what all the ex- 
citement was about, but agreed he 
was an o.k. warbler. Those who re- 
membered when he sang ‘Tip-Toe 
Through the Tulips’ gave him strong 
‘Imazgina- 


applause on ‘Playmates,’ 
| tion,’ ‘Woodpecker Song,’ a request 
from the floor of ‘Sierra Sue’ and 


comple- | 


| Chapel Bells’ as line appears with 
flower horseshoes for formation stuff 
as the perfume oozes out of thé 

vents all over the house. Each of 
the acts returns for a brief flash dur- 

ing the routine, building to a nice | 
finish. Craig. 


‘one of my old recordings—My Blue 
Heaven.’ Lucas discards guitar and 
returns to do ‘Apple Blossoms and 





Bills Next Week 


Continued from page 39 











Hotel Mrolienden Monaco’s Cafe 


"ernie T lor Ore 
Henry Cincione Ore | Ernie Taylor as 
Jack Marshall Mounds Club 
Jack Marshal 
‘ Gould Sid Prussin Ore 
Cary! Gout | Sammy Walsh 
Herbert Taylors | Lois January 
Hotel Statler | Pierce & Harris 
Manny Landers Ore toner — 
Nelson Pressely Ohio Villa 
Jack & Fddie's Austin Wylie Ore 
H S ’ 
Broadway B e { en 
Rubertino, Roberts | vo Due 
“sey ae a n 6 Lucky GIs 
r* l R . Mickey Katz 
rlene ice | ; 
og Southern Tavern 
Lindsay's Sky-Club) Alien Ore 
na Mae Carlisle Thirty-Seven Club 
Roy Raysor $ 
Pearl DeLucca Carole Chapelle 
| Judy Preston June Vale 
Harevld Simpson Helen Hayes 


Band does a medley of | 
Believe | 
| Island,’ with vocal by Ryan; ‘Where 


Gal is bundle of muscle and | 
does flops as good as those of the! 








ROXY, N. Y. 


| Corinna Mura, Lynn, Royce & 
Vanya, Paul Regan, Jimmy Hadreas, 
| The Antaleks (6), Gae Foster Girls 


New 





Aets 








| (24), Paul Ash’s House Orch; ‘Pri- 
vate Affairs ’*(U), reviewed in 
VARIETY, June 12, 


WARREN HYMER & CO. (4) 
Sketch 
12 Mins. One 
State-Lake, Chicago 

Personal for Warren Hymer 
managed by a neat enough skit based 
on a role usually assigned to Hymer 
in pictures. Hymer plays the part of 
a siick-up guy who gives a couple of 
con artists, man and woman, a $500 
bill for their $350 roll. When he 





Current presentation appears to 
have more people and more original 
scenery than usual, but still crawls 
within a 45-minute running time 
That’s probably attributable to the 
fact there are three singles in the 
show, Paul Regan, mimic (New 
| Acts), Jimmy Hadreas, hoofer, and 
Corinna Mura, who sings South 
American songs in an operatic way. 
Chief slower-upper is Regan, who 
stays on much too long with a series 
of impersonations. Hadreas’ strong 
/routine is coupled with the line of 
Foster-trained girls, and the speed | 
of this is lessened somewhat by | 
| unnecessary song-talk from individ- 
ual choristers. Miss Mura’s act 
naturally ones but given some | and takes ’ein off to jail. 
movement in er opening ‘Agua| is Te 
hina’ te oie 06 et Ge eee te In general, the talk is good enoug 
a looker and accomps self on the 
guitar, but evidently forgets 
south-of-the-border accent every | enough to go to Niagara. 
now and then, lapsing into perfect! Act uses a park bench and street 
parkavenoo. | lamp for props, and a house drop of 
Two group acts, The Antaleks (6) |the Lincoln Statue in Lincoln nork 
and Lynn, Royce and Vanya, knock- for production. Gold. 


Niagara Falls for their honeymoon. 


and that since he has a soft heart 
took from some geezar for their $350. 

Girl asks to kiss him, and during 
the process clips him for wallet. 
'~ | Hymer’s exit, a flatfoot nabs the pair 
1S finds the $500 bill, whic is a phoney 


and there, and sufficient comedy as 


about ballroom dancers, are the| - 
show’s definite clicks. The Antaleks,| PAUL REGAN 

/four girls and two men, are ex-| Mimic 

| traordinary perch-workers with a|10 Mins, 


| glittering array of props. Standout; Roxy, N. Y. 

tricks are a risley balance by one of Dean Murphy evidently has set a 
| the men of three femmes; later sup- | Vogue in mimicry, and Paul Regan 
porting three on his shoulders. The, iS in that idiom. Each character 
| knockabout dancers, two men and aj S@gues into another, until they are 
' girl, came towards the finale and: all strung out in a sequence of talk. 
| give the show a fairly strong laugh! Some are good and some are bad 
| sendoff. ~ |in what are almost strictly vocal imi- 
| Line has a good routine in hoop- | sesraneell anes ee — 
| tes . -<. | NOWever, is >o long. e 
skirted costumes, also nicely dress- | should cull the wheat from the chaff 
| in his material and the one item that 
could stand complete scissoring is 
that on FDR. Every mimic in the 
world is apparently doing the same 
thing the same way. 


ing the perch-act opener. 

If there was any business on 
Broadway Friday night (5), it was 
not in the Roxy. Sc 


EMBASSY, N. Y. 


(NEWSREELS) Scho, 


| in tails, 
! 


is | 


sticks ‘em up for the $350, the couple | 
tells him they need the coin to go to | 


Hymer says it can’t be done for $350, | 


he'll give ’em the $500 bill he just | 


| 


On| concert of the American Guild of 

| Banjoists, Mandolinists & Guitarists, 
| which 
h | 
to get by, with a couple of gags here | 


her|Hymer figures out why $350 isn’t | 


Regan is young and wice-Jocking | 


| JOHN and EDWARD BIRK 
| Acrobatic 
| 8 Mins. 

Taft, Cincinnati 
| These six-year old twins are ex- 
| cellent. In addition to the conven- 
‘tional simpler tricks of tumbling 
and handstands. they have a natural 
| flair for comedy which makes them 
|a standout. It isn’t what they do 
but how they do it that clicks with 
audiences, 

Garbed in lionskin leotards, they 
go through an unbroken double rou- 
tine for eight minutes. Natives of 
Johnstown, Pa., they were unbilled 
part of an act presented by Weiser’s 
Plectro-Phonic orch at the annual 


held its 
June 30-July 3. 
The Birk boys have been doing 
acrobatics for two years and should 
score equally well in theatres or 
niteries. Gilb. 


convention here 


| SCOTTY GILL 
| Juggler 
| 6 Mins. 


Palm Gardens, Columbus 


Not so long ago Gill was a student 
| at Ohio State University, one of the 
| top Indian club swingers of the col- 
lege conferences. Today the person- 
| able young collegian is making the 
bistro-bookings with an act that does 
credit to a protege of Olie Young. 

Juggling is above par, topper be- 
ing a combo of clubs, hoops and 
balls. To close, Gill does a club- 
swinging routine which is the ulti- 
mate in precision, Illuminated clubs 
make for novel effect in darkened 
room. He encores with routine us- 
ing flaming torches. It’s highly 
spectacular. 

Gill dresses to fit popular concep- 
tion of typical undergrad. Even 
without socko routine he could get 
by on his clever patter. Solid click 
when caught, 





Sans. 





The Embassy’s No. 22 clip, pro-! 
grammed as such, deals this week | 
with Lew Lehr and his seemingly | 
favorite reel companions. In this! 
| potpourri of nondescript clips, the | 
monkeys are the sanest people. 4 
| With an assortment of hat fashions, |a communist. These were hurled at 
|something called streamlined re-|a flock of talent unionists, 











simians are mute testimony as to} 


} , 5 ‘ 7 a 2eaTC re : 

nad i uaiiig teleniaa” tee, —_ in the Congressional Record and 
is ib . ot. ea. | 2 1 
inearly all the time. Without the war made public Monday (8). Haddock 


fe : } j 

| clips there’s no telling where the | 

whole edition would ultimately have | 

wound up. 

The Lehr zanyisms, while at times | munist was. 

| inane to the point of complete disin- | Following this, it was pointed out 

terest, have been most consistent in | that Velasco, the colored organizer 

maintaining the attention of the , ieee s : ae 
host come to AGVA from the Thea- 


was a communist, adding that he 





»w-holders thoug ere’s never “ : < 
| pew-holders though th . tre Arts Committee (TAC), which 


|} any rhyme or reason to them. All Bee 7 

|of which points up the disintegrat- | has been labeled communistic. Had- 
| ingly dull road to which the reels! dock stated then that Velasco left 
| are traveling. And disintegration it; TAC because of that organization's 
| is when the reels, ostensibly serving | red leanings. 

as actual news reporters, must re-| pefines Leftist from Communism 
sort for its main lure to a batch of 


. ; | So far as being leftist, however, 
yowling monks, for instance, whose which, he ays, is quite different 
Vi “ > Says 5 ~ Ai 2rent 

muteness speaks more volumns than, | °° ; oP te HW idock a 
say, a Republican National Conven- |!"0M communism, addoc states 


that the AGVA will operate in such 
a manner while he’s with it. He 
interprets being leftist as being pro- 
gressive, while the right side of the 


tion. 

The stereotyped is used to puff the | 
nomination of Wendell L. Willkie, 
Paramount glomming clips of his 





| net ‘ : , Tice. | . 
hometown, Elwood, Ind., the office-|jine is reactionary, and that ‘trade 
over-tl tore in which he first vs Set EA babe ; 
é! : , unions must always be progressive 
started his law practice, his windup | tines ieenied 2 ee a 
is chief of a utility empire and, ul-| | Haddock brande " sos 8 MO 
timately, as the Presidential candi- | hooey the belief that an actor: 
ite union can only be run by.actors. It 
date, é 
| The European war is employed} takes organizing ability to run a 
rather sketchily, with the Russian! union and, Haddock included, he 
occupation of Bessarabia and Buko-| gets sufficient knowledge of the 
vina being a from the nar- how business from the actors on 
rator view , ») cover up, some | j, 
lit " ae ne rhe i ns in| the national board. Anything he 
ieee ; é ; doesn’t know they tell him 
maneuvers, etc., are shown, but ey m. a 
they’re nothing new. On the other hand, he says, he’s 


found few actors who have organiz- 


‘INFORMATION, PLEASE’ | ing ability. He says he would like 
| Presence of Wendell L. Willkie on | to hire only actors as organizers. but 
the panel as guest star makes this they have to be trained. When he 
latest ‘Information Please short Of! stepped into the job as the union’s 
more than passing interest. — Pro- executive secretary. there wasn’t 
duced before Willkie was nominated |," a ee Saha ae te 
as Republican candidate for the) Ve fO Sain peop, sungs nad 
presidency, plenty of the personality | 2€ Gone quickly, In the future, he 
and character of the GOP candidate , Says, nell do ! pe only to em- 
is thus projected. Subject looks like | ploy performe: 
sure boxoffice for RKO what with Haddock said that this was his in- 
Willkie’s terrific buildup. tention despite the fact_that AGVA’s 
Candidate exudes personality, just national board recently refused to 
as in newsreel advance interviews aqgopt a resolution along these line: 
and recent clips. Also, his hand atte tha. 0 OT. feat Ganek aoe 
raised most of the time, signifying ; 
‘ so a couple of months ago. Had- 
he knows the answers to questions r , : Oe, ee 
| by Clifton Fadiman. CAS reacuon W we charges of 
“Obviously much material had to Mmon-actor-operation of the union 
| be edited out of about 60 minutes‘, was to say that they were inspired 
| footage in order to compress into the by a couple of disgruntled board 
| single reel, and it is apparent that members. He claims that these men 
|others on the panel—Franklin P.| have been insisting that he give 
| Adams, John Kieran and , Oscar them paid positions, but he claims 
| Savane were es a os : they aren’t competent. 
| prot Wilkie. would not appear to As further proof that there's 
| Willkie knew the nicknames of a ™ore smoke than fire, Haddock 
| batch of presidential and other holds up the AGVA constitution as 
| national figure what they did on proof t! the union is on an actor- 
| the political scene and for what keel. The union’s laws do not 
|} were best remembered. Ons : - elective officers, all of whom 
| prehensive reply brought the Fadi- re actors, to receive a salary, while 
| man comment that his os pi idock, Dolan Howard, et al., all 
| tainly covered eo abe whom receive salaries, are not 
brought an infectious Willkie grin. ae tsiggl , 3 a 
Stent anand he nartice | Permittead to vote in the union's 
| Entire subject would be partic- 
‘ularly valuable for RKO, should 20ard meetings. , 
Wilikie be elected. Wear rhe non-voting clause so holds 


Haddock’s Defense 


Continued from page 37 


chiefly | 
| ligion, dude sailing, ete, the Lehr/| Equity, by Representative William | 
| P. Lambertson, Kansas Republican, | 


reiterated previous denials that he | 


couldn't even explain what a com-| 








| good for Phil Irving, executive sec- 
retary of the N. Y. local, who was 
originally elected president. He re- 
signed this post to accept the ap- 
pointment as exec sec, which pays 
a salary of $50 weekly. Irving is a 
graduate of the Major Bowes’ ama- 
teur troupes, plus some Catskill 
Mountain resort experience. 





Kelly Out and In 
Philadelphia, July 9. 

The undercover movement to oust 
Tom Kelly as business agent for the 
Philly unit of the American Guild of 
| Variety Artists—rumored for the 
past month—flared into the open at 
‘last week’s meeting of the local’s 
executive board. A member of the 
anti-Kelly faction offered a motion 


(in Kelly’s absence) that the busi- 
ness agent be fired on the grounds 
that he was an alien. (Kelly is a 


|native of Australia). 


With the citizen-alien question 
hot in the news, the anti-Kellyites 
argued that it would give the union 
a black eye to have an alien as ; 
organizer, The question was quickly 
brought to a vote and Kelly wa 
ordered ousted by a close margin. 


nN 


« 


Meanwhile a board member, 
iriendiy to Kelly, phoned him to 
come to the meeting pronto to de 


fend himself. Kelly arrived 
papers showing that he had already 
received his first citizenship papers 
and had already applied for full citi- 
zenship. The board went into 
other huddle and another vote 
taken. This time the vote was nine 
to two in favor of retaining him. 
But the anti-Kellyites are set 
keep up their drive to get rid of the 
fiery business agent. A meeting was 
skedded tonight (Tuesday) at 


WI1LN 


an- 


Was 


¢ 


nicn 


a showdown between the two forces 
expected. 

More fireworks are set at a meet 
ing of the Entertainment Manage 
Assn. ‘bookers) tomorrow (Wed.), 
when the question of AGVA fran- 
chises will be mulled. The EMA has 


i 


submitted a paper to AGVA re- 
lieve the bookers of what they 
termed ‘excessive red tape and re- 
strictions’ in the AGVA contracts. 
Unless this paper is signed, the 
bookers are ready to throw the 
whole AGVA agreement overboard. 

EMA officers claim that the AGVA 
contract would classify ten-percent- 


J 


ers as ‘employers’ and not ‘employ- 
ment agencies.’ As employers they 
W d be liable for.the payment of 
ocia] security and other taxes In 
id itic e agents refuse to accede 
to clause in the franchise that 

ould compel them to get AGVA ap- 
proval of every contract signed with 
perfor ers 
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Ail Bway B.0.s Off 1 


in Holiday Wk; 


‘Purchase Fine $33, 000, Hellz, 21!46 


Estimates for Last Week 


Key: C (comedy), D (drama), 
(revue), M (musical), F > 
O (operetta). 

‘Dubarry Was a Lady,’ 46th St. 
(3lst week) (M-1,375; $4.40). Fourth 
of July attendance okay, but out of 
town exodus caused week’s grosses 
to drop markedly; off about $2,500 
here, for a count of around $18,000. 

‘Hellzapoppin,”’ Winter Garden 
(94th week) (R-1,671; $3.30). Held) 
up until Saturday, when most of the 
drop occurred; rated around $21,500, 
which is plenty profitable; laugh re- 
vue still popular draw among visi- 
tors. 

‘Ladies in Retirement,’ Miller (15th | 


week) (D-940; $3.30). Dipped to 
new low last week, with takings | 


around the $6,000 level; slated into 
August and starts on tour in the 
fall. } 


| 


‘Life With Father,’ Empire (35th 
week) (C-1,095; $3.30). For the first | 
time season’s standout comedy did | 
not sell out all performances, but 
for some there were standees; off 
$500, with gross quoted at $18,200. 


‘Louisana Purchase,’ Imperial (6th | 
week) (M-1,450; $4.40). Leader, 
which has been playing to standee | 
attendance, also missed selling out | 
all times last week; but compara- | 
tively little affected and the takings | 
were close to $33,000. 


‘Man Who Came to Dinner,’ Music | 
Box (38th week) (C-1,012; $3.30). 
All the long stayers were naturally | 
affected and no exception here; 

rated at $11,600; said to net fairly | 
okay profit at the figure. 


‘Separate Rooms’ Plymouth (15th | 
week) (C-1,075; $3.30). Drew goodly | 
percentage of ‘customers who came) 
into town for the holiday, they being 
attracted by bargain prices; off a) 
little, but claimed better than $6,000, 
which is profitable. 

‘The Male Animal,’ | 
week) (C-1,064; $3.30). Reached the | 
half-year mark Saturday (6); at- 
tendance has been considerably off 
of late, with last week’s takings dip- 
ping under $8,000; maybe betters 
even break. 

‘There Shall Be No Night,’ Alvin 
(10th week) (D-1,375; $3.30). Socked 
more than some other straight plays, 
last week’s count being around $12,- 
500: should come back after this 
week and expected to span sum- 
mer. 

‘Tobacco Road,’ Forrest (252d 
week) (C-1,107; $1.10). Got usual 
share of visitor attendance over the 
Fourth; around $3,500; intention 
to play through into next season, 
even if some operating loss. 

‘Walk With Music,’ Barrymore 
(5th week) (M-1,104; $3.30). Closing 
of two other musicals did not bene- 
fit this one; went off somewhat, 
claimed gross being not far from 
$8,000; that means red operation. 

Suspended Musicals 

‘Higher and Higher’; dated to re- 
light at Shubert Aug. 5. 

‘Keep Off the Grass’; intention is 
to resume Aug. 19. 


‘SOLDIER’ PREEMS OKAY 
IN ST. L., ‘RIO,’ $40,000 


St. Louis, July 9. 

Oscar Strauss’ comic light opera, 
‘The Chocolate Soldier,’ profitably 
presented in the open air playhouse 
of the Municipal Theatre Ass’n in 
Forest Park in 1921, 1926, 1927 and 
1935, returned for another one-week 
stand last night (Monday) with the 
most costly galaxy of songbirds and 
warblers of the current. season. 
Swell weather brought out a first 
night mob that paid approximately 
$4,000, good. 

Among those clicking in warbling 
stints are Hilda Burke, soprano of 


Cort (26th 


is 








the New York Met, making initial 
bow here; Wilbur Evans, baritone, | 
who scored during the 1937 and’ 1939 
seasons; John Gurney, base-baritone 
of the Met; Mary Hopple, Eric 
Mattson, Eugene Lowenthal, Ruth 
Urban, Al Downing and Helen Mar- 
shall. Miss Marshall is a native of 


Joplin, Mo. 

New colorful ensemble routines 
were cooked up by ballet master 
Lew Christensen. Jeanne Devereaux, 
native-born, who was solo dancer in 
this al fresco theatre at the age of 
12, returns as chief ballerina and 
clicks. Miriam Seabold, member of 
the Ballet Russe last winter, and 
Susan Scott, localites, won approval 
with their dance routine. 


other triumph with colorful 
settings. 


stage 


‘Rio Rita,’ which saw departure of | 


Marie Brancato, Lansing Hatfield and 
Cass Daley for the season, ended 


take of approximately $40, 000. Gross | 
was clipped by July Fourth slump, | 
but biz picked up afterwards and on 
three nights customers sat on the | 
grass at $1 a head. On two nights 
turnout was 10,600 each and approxi- 
mately 68,000 saw the piece. 





/Hope Emerson, Jack Sheehan and 


,and musicals are drawing heavily 


| time,’ 
} 


| ‘Pins and Needles’, 


| additional pay to its chorus. 


Art direc- | 
tor Norris Houehton rang up an-/p 


| 


Strawhat Bookings 


Cornelia Otis Skinner, Tony Bick- 
ley, Rhys Williams, Grace Briscombe, 
Carl Benton Reid, Arnold Korff, Ca- | 


milla Dalberg, ‘Biography,’ Ogun- 
| quit Playhouse, Ogunquit, Me. 
July 15 





KN besa L’ ville Shows | 
Pulling Blue Bloods 


” Louisville, July 9. 
Fresco presentation of ‘Any- | 
thing Goes’ ended one-week stand | 
here Sunday (7) with an estimated | 
take of $13,000. Opening show Mon- 
day (1) was rained out, and ad- 
ditional performance was added on 
Sunday (7). Piece was well received, 
particularly the comic efforts of 


Al 


Douglas Leavitt. 
Third season of summer shows has 
become quite a society rendezvous, 





from surrounding territory in Ken- 
tucky and southern Indiana. Several 


local society boys and girls in the} 


' chorus are a factor in drawing the 


upper crust patronage, and shows 
have also been patronized by busi- 
ness concerns and conventions, who 
buy their seats in blocks. One down- 
town store took 300 seats for ‘May- | 
current show. ° 





Schaeffer's Attack | 
On TAC Rebounds 
Vs. ‘Pins-Needles 


———_—_— 


It will cost the management of 
which recently 
completed a stay of two and one half 
years on Broadway, around $2,000 in 
Inti- 


mated that the nick is directly trace- 


| able to the attack on the Theatre 


Arts Committee by Louis Schaffer, 
managing director of Labor Stage, 
an entertainment arm of the Inter- 


Communist ‘front’ group. 
Stated that certain Equitytes who 
belong to TAC inspired Equity’s 


| chorus branch to investigate whether 


there had been any contract viola- 
tions. Chorus Equity’s contracts have 


trick clauses, one of which stipulates | 


that if a chorine steps out of line for 
a specialty bit, he or she is to re- 
ceive $5 extra weekly. It appears 
that a number of the chorus did such 
chores, 
the performance and with no idea of 
seeking additional compensation. 

It was only after chorus people 
had been ‘third degreed’ a number of 
times was it recognized that they had 
done bit work and entitled 
coin, 

| the TAC supporters, 

never would have come to light. 
Some claims also refer to chorines 
who got less than the $35 minimum, 
but there is some doubt about the 
show’s liability, as they were en- 
gaged before the 
raised from $30. 

Schaffer said he was not aware of 
the rule and would readily pay the 
extra money should the claims be 
substantiated, or that the chorus 
had contributed the bits as disclosed. 


In some quarters it was stated that | 


Schaffer was the ‘victim of circum- 
stances,” meaning that TAC had 
taken pot shots at him. 


‘GOODBYE, ‘PEOPLE’ 
$6,000 EACH IN L. A. 








Los Angeles, July 9 
‘Joan Blondell in ‘Goodbye to 
Love,’ produced by Al Woods for 


Broadway, wound up six nights at 


| 


| 


| fF,” 
i ley, L. I, July 8. 


Kenneth Forbes, Jean Welch, David | 


| Koser, Walter Reed Smith, Muriel | 


| Pearce, Robert Perry, Clinton Wild- 
er, Diana Greene, Florence Currier, 
| Mimi Dworsky, Alice Pierce, Ann 
| aden Rosemary Perks, Pamela 
Paget, Karen Van Ryn, Lynn Mas- 
ters, Wyman Pendleton, Harry 
Townes, Arthur. Stone, ‘What :. Life,’ 
New Kennebunkport playhouse, Ken- 
nebunkport, Me., July 9. 

Grace McTarnahan, Gilmore Bush, 
Charles Ryder, Josephine McKim, 
Joan Newton, Edna Peckham, Bar- 
bara Bruce, James Roberts, ‘Per- 
sonal Appearance,” Keene theatre, 
Keene, N. H., July 8. 

Joanna Roos, Jessica Rogers, Rob- 
ert Shayne, Leo Chalzel, Barry Kel- 
ley, Sellwyn Myers, Richard Charl- 
ton, June Brehm, ‘The Marquise,’ 
Rice playhouse, Oak Bluffs, Mass., 
July 8. 

Dorothy Elder, Guy Spaull, Pris- 
cilla Newton, Gibbs Penrose, John 
Straub, Ruth March, Richard Cor- 
nelius, ‘The Vinegar Tree,’ Nantucket 
Players, Nantucket, Mass., July 7. 

Sydney Ribbs, Charles Mendick, 
Perera Loane, Frank Raymond, Bar- 

bara Willison, James Sherman, Mar- 
| tin Noble, Burton Mallory, ‘Margin 
| for Error,’ Robin Hood theatre, Ar- 
den, Del., July 9. 

Lea Penman, Paula Trueman, Rich- 
ard Temple, John Cromwell, Doug- 
las Gilmore, ‘Four Cheers for Moth- 
Red Barn theatre, Locust Val- 


Lilt Damita, Edgar Kent, Hayden 
Rorke, Richard Bowler, ‘White Car- 
go,’ Chapel playhouse, Cuilford, 
Conn., July 8. 

Edward Everett Horton, Marjorie 
Lord, James Todd, Hathaway Kale, 
‘Springtime for Henry,’ Casino Civic 





national Ladies Garment Workers 
Union, which produced ‘Pins.’ | 
| Schaffer appeared before Equity’s 
council! and alleged TAC to be a 


theatre, Newport, R. I, July 16. 


‘ONE BIG UNION’ 
IDEA NG SAYS 





~ REISREPORT 


all with the idea of aiding | 


to more | 
Stated that had it not been for | 
the matter | 


chorus pay was | 


El Capitan in Hollywood (6) and is | 


being readied for 
‘Meet the People’ has another week 
to go at the Playhouse, then moving 
on to the Geary, San Francisco (22), 
and making way for a second edi- 
tion here, opening (15). 

Jack Laughlin’s ‘Tattle Tales of | 
1940’ folded at Mayan (7) and was|} 
| replaced (9) by ‘Scarlet Virgin,’ also 
being boosted by service charge 
asses. Biltmore relights (18) with 
Gertrude Lawrence in ‘Skylark.’ 

Estimates for Last Week 


the eastern trek. 


| 
| 





Although Equity’s committee and | 
| those of other actor unions are still | 
digesting the Reis report, it is indi- | 
eated that the survey does not rec- 
ommend a method whereby ‘one big 


year ago. One reaction of the wordy 
report is that Equity again reiterates 


| that it is not opposed to the one- | 
union idea, but aims to make no re:- | 


organizational changes unless for the 
benefit of its membership. 

From the Equity standpoint, the re- 
port, long in preparation, is disap- 
pointing. Whether 
puzzle was solved or not was not 
paramount to the association. It 
wanted to learn'a method whereby 
members could switch from the stage 


pear to answer the question. 
changing from the jurisdiction of one 
actor-artist union to another, with 
| the additional dues and card require- 
| ments, 


parent Associated Actors and Artistes 
of America. 

The report numbers 124 pages and 
said to teem with statistical data. 
Those who have looked it over are of 
the opinion that the survey could 
| have been condensed in 10 pages 
more effectively. Bernard J. Reis, 


Ss 


auditor for the American Federation | 


of Radio Artists, submitted the re- 
port after labor covering 
months. 


| Ridge 


Pennsy Hillbillies Just Won't Believe 


Deer Lake Strawhat’s Billing of Names 





By RICHARD B. GILBERT 


Deer Lake, Pa., July 9. 
Nestled in the foothills of the Blue 
mountains—between Allen- 
Reading and Pottsville— 


town, 


| Kenley’s Deer Lake theatre is the 





paradox of the pasture playhouses. 


Unlike most barnyard ventures, 
which lean so heavily upon the 
financial support of ambitious 


amateur actors who are willing to 
pay for the privilege of appearing as 


'walkons with visiting names, there 


_is no apprentice group here. 


even 
| munity. 


union’ could be effected and the idea | 
looks to be as far away as it was aa 


the one-union | 


to the screen or radio without much | 
trouble, and the report does not ap- 
The | 


have been a source of com- | 
plaint since the re-formation of the 


eight | 
Survey was ordered by the | 


Four A’s, but who is to pay the audi- | 


tor’s fee is uncertain, 
bill has not been submitted. With 
the Four A’s virtually broke, it is 
likely the affiliates will be stuck with 
the cost. 


‘FATHER’ HOLDS UP 


although his 





land it, 


TO $12,600 IN CHI 





Chicago, July 9. 
‘Life With Father’ held to esti- 


Another parodox is that Deer 
Lake is not a fashionable spa, or 
an art-for-art’s-sake com- 

In fact, it’s not even a 
| speck on any road map; but, for the 
|record, it’s on Route 122, near 
Orwigsburg. 

As for the folk who live nearby— 
| they're mostly antagonistic toward 
‘the thespians, believing the actors 
|are too high-hat. Furthermore, the 
hinterlanders have no faith in the 
billings of such names as Ruth Chat- 
terton, Leon Janney, Lili Damita, 
Lila Lee, Pert Kelton, James Kirk- 
wood, Arthur Treacher, Walter 
Pidgeon, Vilma and Buddy Ebsen, 
Anna May Wong and Ann Corio. 
They simply won't believe that per- 
sons as prominent as these would 
condescend to play at the local 
house. 

The Deer Lake theatre itself is an- 
other paradox. Situated virtually 
in a woods, it is a well-constructed 
500-seat house. The seats are 
permanent, on an inclining floor. 
This is one of the few summer thea- 
tres that is not a converted barn. 
| Built four years ago, reputedly by 
|a Greek Orthodox priest as an in- 
| vestment, the building appears to be 
paying off. 

Kenley Operates 

John Kenley, who spent 10 years 
scouting plays for the Shuberts, is 

he operator of Deer Lake theatre. 
| It's his first season in the location 
| and ‘Young Sinners,’ current, 





| Kirkwood, Janney and Miss Lee, is | 


| the fourth show. 

| So far it has rained almost every | 
| night at 6 o’clock, which is discour- 
|aging to the potential 
most of whom drive in from a dis- 
tance of 15 or 20 miles. With eight 


buildup of grosses, 
to end in the black. The nut 
$1,500, which has been touched once 
| or twice, and capacity is $4,000. The 


way, at Buck Hills Falls, but the 
|Green Hills Piayers of Reading also 
cut in to some extent. 

The farm, mine and working ele- 
ment surrounding Deer Lake ob-| 


jects to the scale of 55c. and $1.10. | D: 


| They'd be happy if it were 40-85c., 
| but it’s doubtful if a price change | 
| downward would up the take, as the 


number of artistically-minded per- 
sons in these hills is small. 
No new plays will be tried, for 


customers, | 
' 


| week, 
nearest serious opposition is 50 miles 


(16) at the Farragut playhouse. 
Sharon Lynne, formerly of films, will 
star. Harold Winston will stage. 

Supporting cast will include Art 
Smith, Lauren Gilbert, Walter Coy, 
Edward Harvey. 





Charities Benefit $2,500 Worth 


Dennis, Mass., July 9. 

Gertrude Lawrence’s appearance 
in ‘Private Lives,’ opening week of 
strawhat season at the Cape Play- 
house here, netted over $2,500 for 
her war charities. 
(14) for Los Angeles, where she's to 

Miss Lawrence leaves Sunday 
open July 18 on an extended tour in 
‘Skylark,’ in which she recently 
closed a long run on Broadway. 





Det. Barn Opens 


Detroit, July 9. 

First strawhat theatre in these 
parts in years opened with ‘Room 
Service’ on July 4. Under the name 
of the Will-O-Way Players, the 
group, under the direction of Wil- 
liam Merrill and his sister, Celia, 
have converted an air-cooled apple 
sterage into a theatre. 

Following opening show, due to 
run two weeks, Brenda Forbes comes 
in for ‘The Mad Hopes,’ opening 
July 18, with Jessie Royce Landis 
due two weeks later in ‘No Time for 
Comedy.’ 





Musicians’ Romance 
Osterville, Mass., July 9. 

The Theatre of the Fifteen will 
present at the Osterville Playhouse 
here the first showing of a new play 
by Martha K. Pittenger, ‘A Man 
from the Band.’ It preems Tuesday 
(16). Hale McKeen is staging. 

Billed as a love story of the ‘Na- 
tions’s top ranking dance band 
leader and the fourth richest girl in 
the world,’ the lead role will be 
played by Larry Sothern, former 





with | maestro and vocalist with Will Brad- 


ley’s Orch. Mary Greene, Barbara 
fpteemsce and Richard Sullivan have 
| supporting roles. 
Atlantic City Plays 
Atlantic City, July 9 
Lex Carlin has pacted for several 


weeks to go and a slow but steady | Broadway shows to be given at the 
Kenley figures | Garden Pier theatre here during the 
is | next 10 weeks. 


‘Margin for Error’ is playing this 
with Kurt -Katch, Sheldon 
Leonard and Josephine Dunn in the 
cast. 


| Other Tryouts 


| Kenley feels that the summer houses | 


aren't able to get shadings into per- 
formances thrown together hastily. 

The nearest community with side- 
walks Auburn—the Rebecca of 
Pennsylvania—which is working up 
from a deserted village to’'a ghost 
j}town. But this is a grand place for 
seclusion. 

If not recalled by the Shuberts in 
the fall, Kenley will head west and 
establish an acting group in a town 


is 





‘Get Ready to Live,’ new comedy 
Sara Green Hill and Madeline 
avidson will be tried out at the 
| Oconomowoc, Coach House theatre, 
Wisc., for a week starting Monday 
(15). 

‘On Earth as It Is,” new play writ- 
ten and directed by Leslie MacLeod, 
has its debut at the Barter theatre, 
Abingdon, Va., starting Thursday 
Crue. 


by 


JOLSON'S “HATS 
DET. CLICK, 236 


Detroit, July 9 
With critics unanimous here in ac- 
claiming ‘Hold Onto Your Hats’ in 


| the hit class, the Cass has been doing 


already lined up. Meanwhile, his 
problem is to feed and house a 
| permanent personnel of 12, which in- 
}cludeS Thomas Hume, Lila Lee, 
| Louise Bordon, Truman Gaige, Pert | 
|Kelton and Charles Borgia, who | 
claims to be a_ descendant of 


| Lucretia and swears he’ll eventually 
poison the rest of the company. 

Apparently the only thing that 
really has prospered so far, as a re- 
sult of the Deer Lake theatre 
plays ,is the next door bar and grill, 
too, is owned by that astute 
Greek Orthodox priest. 


Wilder Making Sure 


Boston, July 9. 


Thornton Wilder will supervise the | 
by the 


production of ‘Our Town,’ 
Peterborough Players, Peterborough, 
N. H., later this season. 

Understood that ‘Town’ has never 
been produced to his complete sat- 


‘Goodbye to Love,’ El Capitan, Hol- | mated $12,000 last week at the 1,200- | isfaction. 


Iywood (1,560; $1.65). 


lucrative two-week tryout in ’Frisco,| into the new 
week’s engagement Sunday (‘7) with | came in here fer additional week | beginning to sizzle right now, 


before heading eastward. 
around $6,000 on local run. 

‘Meet the People,’ Playhouse, Hol- | 
lywood (1,100; $1.65) (28th week). 
Holiday helped to amass another 
$6,000, very healthy. Revue now in 
final stanza. 


ae a are oe ne eR 


season. Weather 


but 


Grabbed|there are a flock of conventions 


around which balance the ther- 
mometer. 
Considerable advance interest in} 


the Al Jolson 
Hats’ musical, 


‘Hold On to Your 
which opens Monday 


1(15) at the Grand. 


Following | seat Blackstone and will easily go | 
1S | 








‘Bedtime’ Tryout 
Rye Beach, N. H., July 9. 
‘Bedtime Story,’ farce by Horace 
Jackson and Grant Garrett, already 
bought by Columbia Pictures as a 
vehicle for Irene Dunne and Gary 
Grant, gets a tryout by the Farragut 
Players here starting Tuesday night 





<a ea ee Soi 


SS BOs pak, RS 


a mid-season business here with the 
new Al Jolson show. Cool weather 
has been helpful. 

With a $3.85 top for 
matinees scaled at $2.75, first week 
gleaned an approximate $23,000. Ad- 
vance sale is running well into the 
second week as show knocks off the 
earlier rough edges. 

Stars Jolson and Martha Raye 
have been capturing plenty of press 
here on outside gags. 


nights and 





Legit Cues 





Betty Field planed into New York 
yesterday (Tuesday) on two week’s 
leave from Paramount for an ap- 
pearance in ‘Green Grow the Lilacs’ 
at Westport and Princeton. 

John and Carly Wharton planning 
to adopt two English baby refugees. 

Richard Clark visiting his home in 
Chicago. Virginia Campbell (Mrs. 
Clark) at her home in New Orleans. 
Due back at their summer place in 





Fairfield, Conn., next week. 
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Sees Defense Billions Helping Legit 





With Broadway at its lowest ebb 
for the entire year, show business 
looks fordward to the fall and start 
of the new season with more con- 
fidence than during the weeks when 
the continued shock of war news 
caused uncertainty among all people 
on this side. Theatre attendance is 
traditionally bad the first half of 
July and that is true currently, but 
an upturn seems sure starting next 
week. 

Despite adverse conditions, it 
stated with authority that this sum- 
mer thus far is running ahead of last 
year at this time, although there are 
fewer attractions. Last summer the 
World’s Fair socked Broadway the 
first month or two, then business 
started to improve from August on. 
Current checkup indicates that at- 
tendance is better than last summer 
and three times better than the sum- 
mer of 1938, a point that bolsters an 
optimistic outlook. 

Defense Coin Will Help 

Of great importance is the vast 
spending by the Government for de- 
fense. Citizenry has taken the new 
taxes on high up to now and, with 
the release of billions for armament, 
it is anticipated that money will be 
more fluid and amusements will ben- 
efit. This is the thought spreading 
through show circles, resulting 
the development of confidence for 
1940-41 and thereafter. 

An especially long weekend sur- 
rounded the Fourth of July. With 
the holiday falling on Thursday, New 
Yorkers by the hundreds of thousands 
quit the city as early as Tuesday and 
stayed away until Monday. Sensing 
the exodus, some of the largest de- 
partment stores closed down from 
Thursday on. Midtown cafes were 
deserted, especially during daytime, 
and every day was something like 
Sunday on Broadway. Many offices 
in the theatre zone were closed, 
showmen going to the country show 
shops, the races, ball games and the 
Fair. 

The week of the Fourth was para- 
doxical. Starti.g with morning rain 
on the holiday, balance of the day 
was cloudy and cool. That was a 
perfect break for theatres In the 
legit division 10 out of 11 attractions 
gave matinees, some switching over 
from Wednesday, a there were 
standees at the more popular shows. 
Yet grosses for the week dropped. 


is 


nd 


Holiday W’k Grosses Off 

Despite the flush holiday, takings 
were down at some shows as much 
us $3,000 from the previous week, 
not surprising to those innured to 
the seasonal slump. Not one at- 
traction registered capacity, whereas 
up to the Fourth at least two were 
drawing standees at all perform- 
ances, they being ‘Life With Father,’ 
Empire, and ‘Louisiana Purchase,’ 


(Continued on page 44) 


Miriam Hopkins Faces 
Charges at Equity For 
Cancelling Strawhatter 


The Deertrees theatre 


Harrison 
Me., failed to open its season last 
week as scheduled, Bela Blau, who 


operates the summer stock spot, plac- 
ing the blame Miriam Hopkins, 
who was under contract for the date 
Blau, in a detailed t 
Equity, set forth many expense items 
totaling $2,300, which he seeks to 
recover from the actress. Miss Hop- 
kins had a regulation stock jobbing 
contract, calling for salary of $750 
for the week. 

Under the rules, it was explained 
that the total amount a manager may 
recover in contract breach of the 
kind is the amount of the contracted 


on 


complaint 


salary. Miss Hopkins could claim 
that much were the situation re- 
versed. It seems the actress noti- 


fied the manager on June 21 that she 
Was indisposed and would be unable 
to appear. Blau claimed it was too 
close to the opening to arrange for 
another show. 

Blau contends that in cutting his 
season from nine to eight weeks it 
would mean a definite loss and 


a 


oe 


in | 





| People’ Ending H’ wood 


Run for Frisco Stand 


Hollywood, July 9. 
‘Meet the People’ moves to San 
Francisco July 22 after playing Hol- 
lywood since Christmas night, the 
longest legitimate run of recent 
years in this sector. Show originally 
opened at the Assistance League 





larger Hollywood Playhouse. 

Geary theatre in Frisco has been 
‘leased by George Shafer for an in- 
definite run with the current cast 
intact. Meanwhile, a second edition 
of ‘People’ is rehearsing for an open- 
ing here July 15. 


Holde Differs 
With Gibson, 











Summary dismissal of his staff 
handling the front of ‘American 
Jubilee’ at the N. Y. World’s Fair, 


Nick Holde, its general manager, re- 
signed Friday (5). Differences of 
opinion with the laymen element in 
the Fair management, including 


Harvey D. Gibson, led to the with- 
drawal. John Tuerk, who was an 
assistant to Holde, but was among 
the letouts, was recalled to be the 
company manager. Holde is said to 


have drawn a salary of $300 weekly 
with ‘Jubilee.’ 

Holde represented the Fair in the 
controversy with Equity over the 
pay scales, which particularly con- 
cerned the big assemblage of 
rines. Demand by Equity for time 
and a half for Sunday performances 
was finally dropped and base pay of 


} 
cno- 


$40 weekly set, plus $1 for all per- 
formances more than 23 weekly 
Latter stipulation has not figured, 


because up to last week rain caused 
a number of performances to be can- 


celled. 


Gibson appears to have taken the 
advice of Holde, whose show busi- 
ness experience is unquestioned, but 
they could not agree on various 
ticket selling methods. ‘Jubilee as 
a capacity of 6,800, but there was n¢ 
way to figure out how many ticket 
were sold for any one performance 
There are 24 boxoffices on the 
grounds, none having contact with 
the front of the house, either by tele- 


phone or otherwise. There was 
always an expectation of a rush for 
seats and possible stampede. Only 
when capacity was registered were 
those handling the front relieved. 
Another point of difference was the 
issuance of contradictory orders, said 
to have come from Joseph Upchurch 
who made the earlier dismissals 
Early this week it 


was announced 


that Holde and Albert Johnson, 
staged the giant spectacle, had joined 
and would produce next eason. One 
s a musical with San Francisco dur- 
ing post-Civil War times as the back- 
ground, Jerome Ker an Oscar! 
Hammerstein being on the t 
end. Thev also expect t ‘ € 
‘Show Boat Johr \ € 
tioned planning to tour ‘Jubilee f 
an arrangement with the Fall lan- 


agement is consummated. 


shorter period over which to spread 
the season’s expenses. Manager stated 


that Miss Hopkins originally was to 
have appeared in ‘Tomorrow anda 
Tomorrow, but insisted on ‘The 
Guardsman’ after printing and ad- 
vertising had been gotten out on 
‘Tomorrow.’ 

Manager's charges were sent the 
actress, who is in New York, but 


she has not explained her version oi 
the cancellation. She is one of the 
name players listed for summer 
stock. but has not appeared on Broaa- 
wav for some time. spending most of 
the year in Hollywood. 


Quits ‘Jubilee 


PREVENTS DATING 


| 


| 
! 
i 
j 


‘But NBC and CBS May Pro-| 


| 


| 


Playhouse and later moved to the. 


4 


B'way Optimistic About Next Season; STAT\IS (fF MFT 


ceed On Assumption That 
Last Year Is Model for 
1939-40 


AGMA ADAMANT 


The failure of the Metropolitan 
Opera Co. of N. Y. and the Ameri- 
can Guild of Musical Artists to get 
together on the terms of a contract 
for next season submitted to the Met 
by AGMA, is causing serious repre- 
cussions in the concert world. AGMA 
in the meantime has refused to allow 


| any of its members to negotiate with 
| the Met for next season, 

| ink drys on the dotted line. 
| the past week AGMA again notified 


until the 


its members by phone or mail, warn- 
ing them that they may 
agreements until the Met 
(AGMA’s) first. 

The resultant situation has seri- 
ously effected the concert bookings 
for the fall, for Met artists, and is 
upsetting managers of these singers. 
The Met is usually given first call on 
singer’s services. Not knowing 


its 


signs 


a 


| whether that company will desire | 
| the singer for the full season, or half, 


or a specified month, regular concert 


bookings cannot be set. The two 
largest concert managers are NBC | 
and Columbia Concerts. Both or- 
Zanizations are proceeding on the 


theory that a contract will be signed 
eventually, and have been forced to 
accept coneert dates on the premise 
that that the singer’s Met engage- 
ments will be the same as they were 
last year. Should the Met desire 
singers for another date, chaos will 
be the result. 


Most singers appear at the Met 
at moderate fees just for the 
prestige. Some singers in the im- 
portant class refuse to accept a 


weekly basis with the Met, but claim 
(Continued on page 44) 


During | 


sign no} 
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| of the Associated Actors and Artistes 
| of America has been made and is be- 
| lieved to be workable. Starting July 
| 26,. Frank Gillmore, managing di- 
| rector of the Four A’s, will receive 
| $100 less salary per week, an ar- 
| rangement which he has gracefully 
| accepted, accompanied by stipula- 
| tions of an unusual nature. 
| Gillmore, former president of 
| Equity, has been getting $13,000 
yearly from the Four A’s and under 
the new deal will get $7,800. That 
sum will be paid him for the dura- 
| tion of his contract, which has three 
| years more to run. In the event of 
| his demise, it is to be paid to his 
widow or estate for that period. 
| Contrary to reports that he would 
step aside and accept a pension, Gill- 
more will remain as head of the 
'Four A’s, unless some other setup 


| would permit his resignation—but | 
| the stipulated salary would be pay- | 


|able regardless. There was an 
undercurrent around Equity for 
| some time that Gillmore faced a cut 
| in pay, that being the only way the 
| parent organization of the actor-art- 
| ist unions could operate, and it 
| stated that the new arrangement was 
worked out by Equity committee on 
economy and efficiency. 


is 


Equity Steers Economy Course 

Equity had the right to indicate 
the solution, since most of the Four 
A’s affiliates stem from it. Also, 
Equity was one of the few unions 
which paid an extra sessment to 
the Four A’s, stopping such remit- 
tances recently. And it was through 
the legit actors’ association that the 
realignment of the Four <A’s was 
worked out, principally for the bene 
fit of Gillmore. 

Part of the plan for revitalizing 
the Four A’s calls for further down- 
ward revision of expenses. It 
about $26,000 annually to operate 
‘ principal outlay being Gillmore’s sal- 


a 


costs 


-Y. License Commissioner Moss 


Opens Drive On 


A drive on street ticket specula- 
tors is planned by Paul Moss, license 
commissioner for New York, who 
has issued a set of rigid regulations 
against that ilk, the rules also cov- 
ering all Broadway agencies He 
has the backing of Mayor La Guar- 


dia, who said that complaints about 
scalping around theatres, ball parks, 
Madison Square Gerden the 
Metropolitan Opera House had been 
registered. The mayor said the po- 
lice would help in the enforcement 
and that he hoped to chase the specs 


and 


from the city 
The commissioner is supposed to 
have assumed charge of the agencies 


under the new state law, which, liké 
the ticket code, limits premiums to 
75c above the boxoffice price, but 
Moss has not contacted the broker 
nor the managers directl5 Statute 
has no such provisions for the ideas 
itjinec ine ¢ nmissione! put 
the 1 t for eliminat 
exorbitant prices and claims that 
ne easo} tneatre pat age 
has declined in recent yea 
Moss’ regulations require _ that 


every application for a ticket license 
must be accompanied by the finger- 


prints of the broker and the em- 
ployes of each agency. AJjl must 
be okaved by the license depart- 
ment, which will issue a certificate 
to all such persons and bear the 
photograph and signature of each. 


Another regulation aimed at street 
speculation forbias any agency OI 
employe to sell tickets at any other 
place save the premises _ licensed. 


Three specs were picked up outside 


the Polo Grounds last week and 
were fined $10 each. The men are 
not known in the theatrical district. 

Asserted that the regulations are 


Street Ticket Specs 


now in effect. Broadway broker 
however, are yet to be informed 
to the status of their licenses issued 
by the state, which are dated to ex- 
pire Dec. 31. They queried Mo 
whether such licenses are to be void- 
ed, although the new law makes no 
provision for such disposition and 
they still want to know whether! 
they are to be rebated for half a 
year if the city issues new license 
Another regulation prohibits one 
agency from buying tickets from 
another. Brokers do not understand 
the rule and cannot see what dif- 
ference it makes so long as the 75c 
surcharge is not exceeded 

The new defense tax of 10° 
pl ing ft all tickets priced at i¢ 
na ore, but which fixe 1] 
agency premiums, Nas Caused the 
agencies to arrange a maze of frac- 
tions of pennie: Where the re- 
ult 1 4 of a ceri it not collect 
i€ Dut 42 cent or | Ir" ‘ f 
another cent Brokers still say the 
extra 1% on premiums cannot tota 
but a negligible amount. 

It’s not generally known that a 
bill was recently introduced in the 
city council of New York limiting 


agency premiums to 50c. It was set 
aside and reports are that it was ‘z 
mistake’. Whether s an ordi- 
nance would supersede the state law 
is questionable. 

Last season a ticket 
was adopted by the 
the 


Was 


uch 


bill 


b it ve- 


control 


council 


toed by on the gr 
that it 
tional. 


mayor oun 
probably not constitu 
He appears to have changed 


his mind about the state statute 
Brokers are figuring on testing the 
law in court, but apparently are 


waiting until it actually is in force 


| A solution to the financial situation | 


Gillmore Takes $5,20 Yearly Cut 
To Ease 4A’s Financial Strain; 
uity Works Qut Economy Moves 


ary. It’s expected that when the 
present lease runs out on its offices, 
the Four A’s will move into the 
quarters of that affiliate which could 
accommodate the outfit. Equity’s 
building will probably be used. It 
was at Equity that the Four A’s was 
formerly quartered. In fact, at that 
time it only called for one drawer 
in a desk. 

Formerly, too, the officers of the 


Four A’s were not paid salary. Af- 
filiates paid the yearly assessment 
Of $1 per member, but there were 


few expenses and every so often a2 
goodly portion of the money was re- 
funded, it being the rule not to 
amass more than $10,000. Four A's 
paid the per capita tax of 50c to 
the American Federation of Labor, 
that being its principal function, 
Since then the AFL. tax was boosted 
to 75c, which is the principal reason 
why the Four A’s ran out of money. 
Stagehands’ Fight Costly 

The actors won the fight with the 
stagehands a year ago, but it cost 
their organization plenty of money. 
Much coin was leaned the Four A’s, 
mainly by Equity and the Screen 
Actors Guild. As there is no indica- 


tion that the loans are to be re- 
paid, it is likely that the obliga- 
tions will be written off the books. 


If the Four A’s does not again go 
off on a tangent and revoke charters, 
uch as it did when striking at the 
American Federation of Actors, it 
should be able to go along without 


financial embarrassment. The AFA 
revocation is held to have been 
the most ill-advised move made 
the Four A’s and “really _re- 
sulted in the financial jam. It was 
done without the full assent of lead- 

s in the various affiliates, a fact 
that has been rankling in their minds 
ever since. AFA matter precipitated 
the abortive move of the stage- 
hands, costing every actor union coin, 
but not the stagehands’ organiza- 
tion. 


Present setup of the Four A’s was 
worked out by Gillmore after ; 


arduous several years in the Equits 
I because of a militant minority, 
identified at the time as the Actors 
Forum. Half a. dozen of the group 
was placed in the council with 
assent, but that did not stop then 
from making propo annoying to 
I YT) 

Whe he tched to the Four 
post at the ame salary received 
from Equity, Gillmo anticipates 
more placid routine, but it did not 
work out just that way, the disen- 
franchisement of AFA causing the 
main impus. Withdrawals of Gill- 


more from Equity led to a return of 


the former policy of having a nor 


alaried president Burgess Meredith 
took over temporarily, but found the 
jo too tough to handle. Arthur 
Byron stepped in and internal af- 
fairs of the association quieted down 
Bert Lytell became acting president 
because of Byron’s health and early 
this summer was elected for a three- 
ear term. 
Paul N. Turner, counsel for Equity 
c er for the Four A’s, shares 
the latte: ffices and its operating 
expe ¢ He is supposed to rece e 
100 monthly from the Four A but 
aid not to have been paid His 
principal evenue from the actor 
( é from FEFauit r € 
rece € ret é of $7.56 per 
veal 


Bert Brown Recuperating 


A. QO. (Bert) 

Lambs club 
perating on Long Island after a six- 
week siege of illness. He is a direc- 


prominent 
recue 


Brown 
activities is 


iY 
sti 


tor and former Shepherd of the club 
and is on the board of the Percy 
Wil Home and Actors Fund. 
Lambs are seeking a new treasurer 
to replace J. C. Cuppia, who is ilL 
Latter succeeded the late Robert L. 
Hague and retains the post technicale 


ly, but his resignation is in and will 
be accepted when another treasurer 


is chosen, 
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THE BARTERED BRIDE 


Central City, Colo., July 7. | 


New version in three acts of the comic 
ypera by Friedrich Smetana; book revised 
by Felix Brentano; lyrics by Marion Far- 
juahr; produced and directed by Frank St 
Leger; staged by Brentano; settings. Prank 
Gates: dances, Lillian Cushing. At Central 


ity Opera House, July 6-27, 25 perform- 
ances; $5 top. 
Krusina....cccocceccceseres Louis D’ Angelo 
Ludmila... cccccecccceccersees Helen Olheim , 
Marie€....ccccerees peeebes Josephine Antoine 
Micha. ..cccceccccccccccccces ..Philip Duey 
PIMth. ccccccccceseeecerecese Thelma Votipka 
VABCK. .cccccccccoccesesecees George Rase'y 
Jenik oeeereesegece ee--- JVOhn Carter 
HEOCAl.. cccvcdcosccesovecsece Normon Cordon 
SPrIMNBer. .ceccccecseeessvessene Larry Bolton 
AaMereldA. cecscesceverscese Louise D'Angelo 


Including seven Metropolitan 
Opera singers, with Josephine An- | 
toine and John Carter in the lead | 
roles, the Central City Opera House | 
association again rings up a success, 
not only artistically, but the cash 
register will probably show the 


62-year-old theatre has been re- 
opened each summer. It marks the 
first time one of the leads has been 
carried by a native Coloradan—Miss 
Antoine having been born in Denver. 
The confidence placed in her by | 
Frank St. Leger has not been mis- 
placed, since she sings and speaks | 
the lead role in a clear coloratura 
soprano voice and takes care of the 
dramatic situations capably. 

John Carter does the male lead in 
a vibrant, buoyant manner that 
clicks. It’s a popular role, for the 
most part carefree and easy-going, 
and he gives it just the right tempo. 
Norman Cordon nicely carries a 


George Rasely’s interpretation of 
the imbecilic son is complete and 
accounts for plenty of laughs. Helen 
Olheim and Thelma Votipka, as the 
wives, impart a lusty warmth and 
an appropriate swagger to their roles. 
Louis D’Angelo and Philip Duey also 
do well. 


As usual, the Central City associa- 
tion practically gave a blank check 
to cover the costumes and scenery. 
Full advantage is again taken of the 
depth of the stage in the first and 


third acts, with the church in the 
distance seeming at least a block 
away. Color is used freely. About 


50 are on stage, in gay peasant cos- 
tumes of central Europe, and the 
ballet and chorus are near perfec- 
tion. St. Leger’s direction was ex- 
pert. 

Tribute was paid opening night to 
Ida Kruse McFarland, one of the first 
leaders in the play festivals, by 
‘Thomas A. Dines, also of the opera 
house association. Mrs. McFarland 
died last year. Being one of the 
heirs inheriting the opera house, it 
was she who started the movement 
to give the building to the University 
of Denver and thus started the play 





festivals. Rose 
‘arce comedy in three acts and (fivs 
acenes, by Conrad Leiter, presented and 
jirected by Maryverne Jones at the Siar- 
light theatre, Pawling, N. Y. Reviewed 
et dress rehearsal, July 8, '40. 
WRU: LOVOIOY.. oc cccvcics Lester Lonergar 
Francis Lovejoy...cccee- Pertio Fernandez 
PORNO EMVOIET. . 006080800 Dickie Van Pattin 
Mildred Lovejoy ees. Leona Powers 
Eimer Lovejoy..cecsccscceccesss Will Henry 
RG. Gein ckecsaeees eecece Evelyn arvey 
Mrs. ‘Wattles...... Ce ecccerensss Joan Rhodes 
ester Wattles. .ccccese ° James Elliott | 
oo Kk CO errr Anita McGee 


‘Our Girls’ is not much of a play. 
It’s a sort of ‘Charley’s Aunt’ in re- 
verse and lacks novelty and origi- 
nality. 

Elmer and Mildred Lovejoy have 
three sons upon whom 
saddled girlish sounding names— 
of 


relative, 


rich 
who 


inducing a 
Aunt Jessie, 


ri 
aesign 


adores 



































GARR 


America’s Distinctive Entertataer 
CURRENTLY 
CAL-NEVA LODGE 
WASHOE COUNTY, NEVADA 
e 


Mgt.: WM. KENT 
1776 B’way, New York 








largest gross of the nine years i 


| an Island.’ 


little girls, to make _ the _ trio 
‘heiresses’ to her fortune. The scheme 
seems to be advancing okay so long 
as communication was carried on by 
letter and photos, but when the 


spinister aunt decided to cross the | 


Atlantic to visit the darlings, a 
wrench is thrown into the works. 
The three boys are pretty tough 
birds from 12 to 16 years of age by 
this time, but by bribery the parents 
get them to masquerade as girls dur- 
ing auntie’s visit. The comedy gen- 
erated by this setup, however, is not 


lat all convincing. 


It lacks the vim, vigor and hilarity 


| that might be imagined. On the con- 


trary, it consumes a lot of wordage 
explanatory of situations that are 
perfectly obvious, and little action. 
The play is given in one set, the 
home of the Lovejoys. Dickie Van 
Patten, as Jesse, is the best of the 
three juveniles. Will Henry does 
well with the father part. Crawford. 


CAFETERIA 


Suffern, N. Y., July 9. 





Play in three acts (four scenes) by Leyla 
Georgie. Directed by Walter Armitage, 
setting designed by Sidney Redish,; lighting 
| by Sanford Engel. At County Theatre, 
| Suffern, N. Y., July 8, ‘40. 

First N@wsboy...ccccccccecsses 

Second Newsboy........- 

Cashier. ..ccccccecsccccces Hiu 

BERERO. cccacecesovessocese : 

FPOME.. . cccesecccccveseccese Ja 

Am Artia£. cccrccccccceesese Vir 

Radical. ..cceses eer ....John Galedon 

See BiwBent..cccccesesevel Jacqueline Paige 
CHIMNAMAN. ...-cececcceocesss Ogden Harvey 
BAGRA.ccccscvcccsevesceses Richard Waring 
AMAlO...cccccseseccsccces ... Jerry Cylvon 
Volodia. .cccccccccseccesses tobert Embhardt 
Boris. ..ccscovecscccccccoes Peter Van Buren 

payee re Creer er rer ery Ct Clark Chesney 
Austrian Doctor..cccccccseess Hubert Longe 
Woman Doctor..ccccceeereset Sydney Shields 
Polish Girl, ..cccocsscceces severly Woodner 
AlPTOG. woo cccccvesveviccsecse William Howell 
Heatel JeMried.cc sc ceccesessaes Doris Dudley 
DOR son ecb bodnee eeeeeuus Katherine Deane 
Frasier Jeffries, Jr.......6. Wyman Holmes 
Vaudeville Girl....scccccccccces Gigi Gilpin 
Vaudeville Man.....ccccccess Kenneth Bates 
| Vaudeville Man............Maurice Manson 
bok . eae Adelaide Abbott 
Fat Woman....cccccccececces Ruth Morgan 
MaeGtPO...% ccvscoavectcscceces tinny acer 
ee SPTTTITT eT eee eg 
ety Macs sccccccccccescmaures Fam 





ces whasee rede Patricia Moore 


izabeti 


Sac! i's Mothe1 AYTT OT CCT Katharine Warren 
Music Critic... .ccccscsvcsercs John Galedon 
Music Critic. .icccecsceses Maurice Manson 





A self-service eatery in the Fifties 
near a concert hall—obviously Car- 
negie—is the single set against which 
Leyla Georgie’s drama unwinds. 

Crowd which frequents the place 


s New York in microcosm, a sand- | 


wich man, a young artist, a Commu- 
nist, plump ladies from the suburbs 


| indulging their passion for strawberry 


shortcake, a Viennese refugee doc- 
tor, a smattering of musicians, and 
even society swells. It’s the sort of 
cross-section which has been pre- 


| sented on the stage pretty often be- 


fore this—most recently in ‘Two on 


anything startingly new to the 
formula. 
Climax of the story must strike 


many spectators aS somewhat arti- 
ficial and strained, as it deals 
the young violinist hero’s 
|sionment and hurt pride when 
learns that the wealthy girl, 

has taken an interest in 
secretly financing his American debut 
concert. 
| wanted to make 


he 
who 


good entirely 


|covery refuses to give the concert 
at all and practically has to be 
dragged onto the platform Whole 
i situation is a little hard to take, 
when patronage is so much an ac- 
cepted part of music. Also one 


they have | feels that the violinist must have 
=e | realized somebody was greasing 
Vivian, Jesse and Francis—with the | _ ees 

English | 


‘Cafeteria’ does not bring 


him, is 


Fiddler insists that he has 
on 
| his own, and as a result of his dis- 


palms for him even before he found 
out who it was. : 

Play employs a novel device, with- 
out overdoing it, in letting audience 
hear the musings of Marko, the lad 
behind the counter, via a loudspeak- 
-er. A further novelty is that no cur- 
tain is used, purpose being to give 
the audience an illusion of actually 
being in a cafeteria. : 

Competent acting,. Walter Armi- 
tage’s realistic direction, and Sidney 
| Redish’s literal decor contribute to 
the interest of Miss Geor ‘e's script. 
Doris Dudley handles the society gir! 
chore sensitively, while Richard 
Waring plays Sacha, the violinist, 
with youthful freshness and shyness. 
Wyman Holmes, as Miss Dudley’s in- 
sanely possessive brother, and Kath 
erine Deane, as the girl who loves 
him. are both excellent. McKay Mor- 
ris make a commanding figure of 
‘Maestro,’ celebrated conductor, Mar- 
ion Pierce’s portrayal of the opera 
star who owes her career to him is 
nicely done, and her all-white, very 
revealing evening gown at the end of 
Act II gets attention. 

Others standing out in large cast 
are Fred Hunter, Jane Huntington, 
Hubert Long, Patricia Moore and 
| Katharine Warren. Sanford Engel’s 
| lighting is helpful. 

While not impossible for pictures, 
‘Cafeteria’ does have drawbacks, one 
being the abnormal love’ which 
causes the heroine’s brother to at- 


‘tempt murder rather than lose her 


to another man. Too, a film version 
which confined itself exclusively to 


| the cafeteria setting would quickly 


grow tiresome, and any other treat- 


ment would mean a lot of adaptation. 


| 


Paul. 


TMAT Drops B.0. Men; 
Evolves Into Strike 
~ Threat at Aquacade 


The Theatrical Managers, Agents 
and Treasurers is now the TMA, the 
final T being clipped with union 
dropping all claim of jurisdiction 
over boxoffice men. Charges against 
the International Alliance of Theatri- 











| 


| 


/with the American Federation of | strip plot. 
| Labor, will be withdrawn. 


ito definitely divorce from the treas- 
urers was made last week. 

When that move was made, the 
Treasurers and Ticket Sellers union, 
|which split away from TMAT last 
year to affiliate with the stagehands, 
went into action at the World’s Fair. 


with | 
disillu- 


Inside Stuff—Legit 


cal Stage Employees, stagehands 
union, which have been pending 





|among a long list of names, includ- 





| 


Decision | the front page of the N. Y. News. 


| 
| 
| 
| 


ithe Senate and is before the House 





Lite 


rati 





USN Honors for Newsmen? 
Norman Alley and Eric Mayell, 
newsreel cameramen who figured in 
connection with the Panay incident 
in the Orient two years ago, are 


ing military officials and newspaper- 
men, who are mentioned in a bill 
which is now before the House to 
award them Naval Expeditionary 
medals. The medals would be 
awarded in connection with their 
Panay reeling. 

The bill was introduced Nov. 3, 
1939, but has been delayed in pas- 
sage, though now has gone through 


of Representatives for final action 
there. 

Alley was with Universal when 
the Panay was bombed but is now 
with News of the Day. Mayell is a 
newsreeler with Fox-Movietone. 
Foreign newsreel cameramen and 
newspaper reporters are included in 
the bill authorizing the Naval 
awards. 


anti-trust laws to unions, ‘bids fair 
to become not trust-buster No. 1, but 
union buster No. 1.’ Isserman 
claimed that Arnold is seeking to 
strait-jacket the unions’ bargaining 
power. 

Bloc of delegates late in the day 
presented their grievances. They re- 
cently charged a ‘bogging down’ of 
the Guild, which should lead to a 
change in leadership. They did not 
refer to President Kenneth Craw- 
ford but to ‘the paid officers and 
functionaries who actually control 
the machinery of the Guild.’ 


CHATTER 
John Wexley finished ‘The Man 
on the Street,’ a novel about the 
motor industry, for publication by 
Random House. 
- Spot, pic mag selling for a dime, 


| being brought out by Fawcett Pub- 


lications. Newcomer under the edi- 
torial direction of Ralph Daigh. 
PM, the new N. Y. 5c daily, polling 
the metropolitan area by phone to 
determine what's liked and what 





GOP ‘Bomb’ Story a Dud 


isn’t in the paper’s contents 
Lillian Peffer, assistant editor of 


At least one daily in New York) Amerasia since 1937 when the maga- 


and one in Philadelphia drew snick- 
ers for themselves by falling during 
the Republican convention for a 
‘bomb plot’ story which originated 
in a comic strip in their own papers. 
Tale of conspiracy to blow up the 
hall where the conclave was being 
held in Philly appeared in its orig- 
inal form in ‘Hap Hopper,’ strip 
scripted by Drew Pearson and Rob- 
ert S. Allen, Washington columnists. 
Apparently, the cartoon caused some 
kidding among the delegates which 
became more serious as it spread and 
finally was picked up by reporters 
as the mccoy. 

Philly Inquirer and N. Y. Mirror, 
both of which run ‘Hap Hopper,’ ap- 
peared with page one stories similar 
in a great many respects to the comic 





Story also appeared on | 


Manhattan dailies 
tipped off and 
after one edition. 
ran it all 


were apparently 
ditched the stories 

The Inq, however, 
the way through. Next | 


| day there was no mention of the plot | 


|At the Aquacade there were two | 
ticket sellers who belong to TMA, | 
but who are not members of the 


treasurers union. Billy Rose was in- 


| of screen rights to Martha Cheavins’ 


formed Saturday night (6) that un-| 
less the men were replaced, all the | 


| treasurers would walk 
just before the 8:30 show. Harry 
Shapiro and Sam Spachner were 
fhereupon forced to give up their 
| jobs in the ticket booths. Treasurers 
| thereby established closed shop at 
the Aquacade. 
Both were nouse 
both had been in boxoffices. 
or company managers can 
ticket-selling jobs, but must belong 


managers and 


to both organizations, one of the dif- | 


ficulties that have arisen since the 


\‘front of the house’ joined the 
unionization wave. 

Shapiro was at the Fulton, and 
Spachner, formerly handled _ the 


Windsor. 
ticket sellers at the Aquacade 


They were employed as 
last 


out pronto, | 


House | 
take | 


summer without hindrance and Rose | 


said he regarded them as being 


among his best men. 





Marriage of Gertrude Lawrence and Richard S. Aldrich, in Dennis, 


Mass., on July 4, her birthday, came as a surprise to Broadway, although | 
they were often in each other’s company during the past season. 


is an English actress who has been appearing over here on and off since 


co-starring with Beatrice 


She was formerly wed to Francis Gordon-Howley and has a daugh- | 


1924, when she appeared in ‘Charlot’s Revue,’ 
Lille. 
ter, Pamela, around 20, who takes that name. 


Aldrich, a six-foot-four socialite showman, first entered the managerial 


ranks in 1928. 


Last season he was active, teamed with Richard Myers, in 


presenting on Broadway ‘My Dear Children’ (John Barrymore) and ‘Margin 


4 


for Error,’ plus 


fasy Virtue’ (Constance Bennett), a revival which toured. 


Aldrich was divorced from Helen Beals in 1936. 


Miss Lawrence scored 
Morosco last season. 
| open in Los Angeles July 


in ‘Skyla 


18 


play-doctor who revised the play 
a sewer outlet.’ 
| and not as a personal affront. 


| been construed.’ 











junior, is stage manager. 


rir ” 
ia 


which spanned the season at the 


Company entrains for the Coast Sunday (14), due to 


San Francisco Chronicle donned kneepads (4) to print boxed apology 
anent earlier review of Joan Blondell in ‘Goodbye to Love’. 
Regret,’ black-face box read, ‘In a critical estimate of the recent Joan 
| Blondell vehicle, ‘Goodbye to Love,’ published in The Chronicle drama 

pages of June 23, the following fanciful statement was made—that the 
must have spent most of his life near 
This remark was intended only as criticism of the play 
The Chronicle herewith withdraws the 
| statement and apologizes for any unfavorable implications that might have 


Headed ‘We 


The Dinehart family is now complete in New York, four-year-old Mason 
Alan Dinehart 3d having arrived from the Coast. 
| Mozelle Britton, are appearing in ‘Separate Rooms,’ Plymouth, N. Y. 
| The first name of Mason has never been used professionally by Alan 
| Dinehart, who is one of the featured players in ‘Rooms.’ 


His father and mother, 


His elder son, 


anywhere. | 
a 
Martha Cheavins’ Siory 

Purchase by Columbia for $25,000 
novel, ‘Penny Serenade,’ a couple | 
weeks ago, is the culmination of a 
real-life dramatic sequence. Last 
summer Miss Cheavins fell from a} 
hammock and injured her spine. | 
Unable to walk all wiuter, she wrote | 
the novel while flat on her back. It | 
was finally determined that she | 
needed a very delicate operation, | 
which was successfully performed. | 
When Miss Cheavins fully recovered | 
from effects of the ether she was 

told of Col’s purchase of her book. 
Femme writer, who has had sev- | 
eral other books published, is wife | 
of Hugh J. Schuck, of the N. Y.| 
News. 


| 
| 
| 


| 


Glorifying the Autograph 
Humorous novel on autograph 
hounds, using actual names of film 
Stars in fictional incidents, will be 
published in the fall. It’s called ‘The 


| Youngest Profession’ written by Lil- 





| has been organized in New York to 
| represent writers and editors in the 





lian Day. Several film companies 
are interested in the possibility of a | 
screen version with the actual play- | 


ers named taking bit parts, althouch | 


| there’s some feeling that the picture | 


would still further increase interest | 
in signature-collecting, which is not | 
desirable, 


Tale traces the scrapes into which | | 
Bride | = of femme Henry Aldrich gets | 
| herself in attempting to grab auto- 


graphs from the stars. Doubleday- | 
Doran will publish. ; 


American Jewish Press Club 
He ; 
The American Jewish Press Club 


field of English-language Jewish 
newspapers and periodicals and pub- 
licity agents of national Jewish 
groups. 

Aims of the club are ‘to promote | 
the editorial standards of the Eng- 
lish-Jewish press as well as to pro- 
vide a common forum for the dis- 
cussion of basic issues and problems 
in Jewish communal, cultural and 
philanthropic activities in the United 
States.’ 


| 





Arnold Flayed at ANG Meet 

A. J. Isserman, of New York, told 
the American Newspaper Guild's 
convention in Memphis yesterday 
(Tuesday) that the Sherman anti- 
trust law, as construed by Assistant 
Attorney-General Thurman Arnold, 
is anti-labor. He declared that Ar- 
nold, no longer believing it a per- 
version to apply provisions of the 





| names—Katharine 


zine began publication, no longer on 
its editorial _ staff. She is free 
lancing. 

Jack Lait, N. Y. Mirror editor, now 
also edits Winchell for King Fea- 
tures syndication, after the columnist 
beefed to Joe Connolly over the 
manner in which certain quips were 
being elided or revised. 





Concert Upset 


Continued from page 43 














‘guest artist’ status, singing a half 
dozen times during the season for 
the benefit of the press received, and 


devoting their other efforts to the 
more lucrative concert field. High- 


est salary at the Met is $1,000 a per- 
formance, with only two singers in 
that class, against which radio and 
concert pay $1,000-$3,000 regularly 


| for single engagements. 


An example of this may be seen 
by the engagements of the 10 best 
drawing cards in the operatic field, 
Last season, Kirsten Flagstad had 40 
concert engagements, Gladys Swarth- 
out, 48, Nino Martini, 54, Ezio Pinza, 
35, Elizabeth Rathberg, 15, Giovanni 
Martinelli, 22, Richard Crooks, 70, 
Lily Pons 60, Grace Moore, 50, and 
Lawrence Tibbett, 70. These sing- 
ers received $1,000-$3,000 an engage- 
ment while the Met average was not 
over $750. 

AGMA officials say they will not 
be budged from their present stand, 
feeling that they are 100% in the 
right, and it is up to the Met, which 
has the contract, to make the next 
move. Officials of the Met are non- 
committal, remarking that ‘Negotia- 
tions are progressing smoothly’ and 
there is nothing new to report. 

The AGMA contract is understood 
to be similar to the Chicago contract 
signed last May, with some improve- 
ments which include minimum fees 
to be paid to artists, elimination of 
middle men, ete. If an actual con- 
tract is not signed soon, what has 
looked like a tremendous boom in 


| the concert field for the season start- 


ing this September may be disor- 
ganized for the most lucrative 
months, December through April. 





B’way Optimistic 


Continued from page 43 











Imperial. In agency circles the suc- 
cess of the latter attraction on the 
eve of summer figures in sustaining 
interest in theatres, 

A year ago, ‘the summer of the 
big disappointment,’ Broadway was 
graced by three top feminine stage 
Cornell in ‘No 
Time for Comedy,’ Katharine Hep- 
burn in ‘The Philadelphia Story,’ and 


Tallulah Bankhead in ‘The Little 
Foxes,’ all having a definite visitor 


draw. This spring and summer was 
expected to see an inftux of names, 
especially on the male side, and 
while a number did appear, comics 
predominating, some are currently 
off the boards with the suspension of 
‘Higher and Higher’ and ‘Keep Off 
the Grass’ until next month. 

That is all the more reason why 
the present improvement on Broad- 
way is the more heartening to those 
in the know. There was a steady 
stream of visitors into the metropo- 
lis over the long weekend. A goodly 
percentage of them called for low- 
priced tickets and it is estimated 
that at least 2,000 people were 
turned away from ‘Purchase’ for one 
performance early in the week. 
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Broadway 





J. T. Abeles may become a Con- 
necticut squire. 

Rosita Moreno, 
film star, arrived in N. pf 

Billy Norton out of hospital, rest- 
jing at home. Lost 20 pounds. 

Jimmie and Bianca Stroock mo- 
toring to Coast. Biz and pleasure. 

Jeff Bernie, brother of Ben, into 
the retail liquor biz with Kelson, 
Inc. 

Attorney Charlie Schwartz vaca- 
tioning during July near Stamford, 
Conn. 

Lou Smith back to the Coast after 
spending two days at the Colum- 

ia. h.o. 
gy ee Van Leer has joined Select 
Pictures in charge of publicity and 
advertising. 

Tommy Brotherton’s wife, Jean, 
abed with light attack of summer 
pneumonia. 

Sam Byrd back in town after six- 
week visit to his home territory, Mt. 
Olive, N. C. 

Bert Kalmar in from Coast; men- 


tions a new musical comedy likely | 


for fall production, 

George M. Cohan awarded an en- 
graved timepiece by the NVA on his 
62d birthday July 4. 

Al Margolies browned almost 
chocolate-color by long weekends 
under Fire Island sun. 

Sam Izzeks, who was in Paramount 
during the reorganization, has set- 
tled down in Washington. 

Bill McBride’s country home at 
Lake Lucerne for sale, Ditto Charles 
Gray's place in New Hampshire. 

J. K. Robertson, manager of the 
Warner house in State College, Pa., 
cruisir Zz the Caribbean with his wife. 

Ben Kalmensen, Warner southern- 
western division manager, on a trip 
contacting exchanges in his territory. 

Max Winslow hosting sundry 
Broadway personalities with fishing 
parties at his Thousand Islands re- 
treat. 

Ben Miggins, repatriated European 
manager for 20th-Fox, taking a vaca- 
tion before settling down to business 
again. 


Latin-American | 











' 


operations, visiting Cleveland, Pitts- 


burgh and Cincinnati. Due back 
Friday. 
Patricia Morrison in from the 


} 
| 
| 


| 


Coast to visit her two refugee cous- | 
ins, recently arrived in the U. S. via | 


Montreal. 

Charlie McDonald, RKO div man- 
ager, Sails Friday (12) for Venezuela 
to visit a friend who's with Standard 
Oi] there 


tached to Orson Welles’ unit at RKO, 
has joined the Warner h.o. publicity 
department. 

The Arnold Bernsteins (he’s the 
son of David Bernstein, Loew’s v.p. 
and treasurer) honeymooning in Del 
Monte, Calif. 


Herbert Janssen, Metropolitan 
baritene, saiied for Argentina, where 
he will sing at the Teatro Colon, 


Buenos Aires. 

Charlie Burton, construction-main- 
tenance executive of Paramount, left 
for Chicago Saturday (6) on com- 
pany business. 

Madeleine Carroll, in via Atlantic 
Clipper, goes directly to Charlottes- 
ville, Va., to start work on ‘Virginia’ 
for Paramount 

Radio City Music Hall's Rockettes 
to appear at the Fair as ‘dancing 
ambassadors’ for Rockefeller Center 
Day next Saturday (13). 

S. Barrett McCormick and 
Sindlinger to Washington to 
miere of ‘Ramparts We 
scheduled for this month. 

Cornelius Vanderbilt, Jr., waites 
from Mexico City that presence of 
Errol Flynn there causing more 
excitement than the elections. 

Teddy Hammerstein and 
DuFor are teaming again for the 
purpose of presenting ‘Encore,’ 
drama by Frederick Herendeen. 

Wynn Murray taking a two-week 
recess from the Fair’s ‘American 
Jubilee’ for an appearance at the St. 
Louis Municipal Opera. Nellie Dur- 
kin subbing. 

Marion Bent (Mrs. Pat Rooney) 
has been shifted from the NVA ward 
at the French hospital to the House 


Albert 
set pre- 


Watch,’ 


1S 


Denis 


of Calvary. Bronx. Ex-vauder stil 
seriously ill. 

Jinx Falkenburg’s first name _ is 
authentic Spanish, last name _ being 
Dutch. Jinx is a mecoy Madeira 
handle. She's in ‘Hold On to Your 
Hats,’ Jolson musical. 

Gladys Feldman Braham will be 
guest of honor at a Ziegfeld Club 
frolic on afternoon of July 20 at the 
Yonkers home of Barbara Powers. 


Mildred Darling will be co-hostess. 
Dick Mealand, Paramount eastern 
story ed, will spend part of his vaca- 
tion on his Connecticut farm and the 
rest motoring through New England 
Visiting strawhats and author friends. 
Grad Sears planed for the Coast 
Monday night (8) to stay at the 
Burbank plant 10 days or so going 
Over new product, plans, policies, etc. 


| 
Dan Mainwaring, more recently at- 


with Harry and Jack Warner, Hal | 


Wallis, et al. 

George D. Leottman, Broadway 
Publicist, now in Florida for his 
wife’s health, appointed director of 
publicity of the Hollywood Beach 
(Fla.) hotel. by Oscar T. Johnson, 
Managing director. 

Blockaded waters, plus the fact 
that boats are not going through reg- 
ularly, is prompting Frank V. Ken- 
nebeck, Paramount manager in In- 


'tion tossing picnic day 


| 


dia, to return to his home post in | 
Calcutta by way of the Pacific. | 

Kenneth Clark, Hays office pub- | 
licity chief, shoved off on a vaca- | 
tion early last week, heading di- | 
rectly for Mexico City. Planned be- | 
ing in tne Mexican capital for the | 
presidential election last Sunday. | 

The Arthur Marx, of USC, who| 
won the eastern intercollegiate | 
freshman singles championship July | 
6, turning back Billy McGehee of | 
Tulane., in 7-9, 6-2, 6-2 and 6-3 sets, | 
is the son of Groucho Marx. | 


Rutgers Neilson handed an RKO due to sail for Australia end of June, | parents 


palm for conceiving the idea of | 
bringing Wendell Willkie to the Mu- | 


sic Hall to see the ‘Info Please’ | 
short in which he appears (and | 
tipping off the press) instead o 


screening it for him in a projection | 
room as originally planned. 





Westport, Conn. 


By Humphrey Doulens 


Jean Muir visiting the James Mel- 


London 


Al Burnett wed to 
non-professional. 
Carroll Levis back 
series of broadcasts. 
Hugh McDermott signed to lead | 
role in Gainsborough’s ‘Neutral Port.’ 
Jack Doyle and Movita heading 
vaudeville unit for 12 weeks, 
opens out of town Sept. 23. 
The Len Youngs (Anita Martell), | 





staying due to lack of facilities. 


M-G’s release of ‘Gestapo’ will be | 


under new tag, 


! ‘Night Train 
Munich.’ 


Picture made by 20th-Fox | 


here. | 


Jack Hart, former band leader, 
now in Jack Hylton’s office, emce 
for BBC under moniker of Jack Ma 
shall. 

British Lion has completed a deal 
for filming ‘The Silver King,’ oldtime 
legit fave. Tod Slaughter has been 


T- 


| signed to star. 


Carl Brisson’s throat trouble kept 


tons. | him out of the Empire, Croydon, for 


Claiborne Foster here from South 
America. 

Bennett Cerf here. 
Richman. 

Big Fourth of July business at 
local spots. 

Miriam Hopkins at Grace Moore's 
farmhouse. 

Mother of Ethel Beckwith passed 
away at Utica. 


| 
Harry Archer in Bermuda for the 


holiday weekend. 

The Henry Souvaines visiting John 
and Carly Wharton. 

Edward Spector, manager of the 
Pittsburgh Orchestra, in town. 

Fairfield County Hunt Club Horse 
Show drew big three-day attend- 
ance. 

Jane Cowl currently in ‘Captain 
Brassbound’s Conversion’ at Play- 
house. 

Lawrence Langner cut a big cake 
celebrating 10th season of Country 
Playhouse. 

Lily Pons and Andre Kostelanetz 
vacationing at Cape Cod _ before 
starting cross-country open-air con- 


: | cert tour. 
Jack Shea on a swing of his chain's | 


Stroudsburg, Pa. 
By John Bartholomew 


The Eugene Ormandys summering 
at Skytop. 

Wooding Southland Singers 
Pocono Manor Inn. 

Bruce Hall's LaCasa orch at Club 
Fernwood, Bushkill. 

The Bobolino Theatre Group of 
New York hereabouts. 

Frederick Sittig’s illness forced 
cancellation of charity concert un- 
der Kiwanis sponsorship. 

Amateurs from Wyckoff Dept. 
store variety hour 
readying stage presentation 
cal theatre. 

Shawnee 


at 


for lo- 
summer theatre opens 
tomorrow (Thursday) sponsored by 
local hospital society and directed 
by Joseph Doyle. 


The Buck Hill Music Club offering | 
concerts at | 


a series of 24 
The Inn, Buck Hill Falls, 
the Philadelphia Trio, 
Schmidt and Alexander Zenker of 
the. Philadelphia Orch., and Guy 
Marriner, associate music director of 
Franklin Institute. 


Philadelphia 


summer 
Pa., by 
William 


Gary Leon and Tut Mace enter- 
ing their 15th consecutive week at 
Lynch’s nitery. 

Tom Moore pinch-hitting for Hal 


Tunis on WIBG while latter honey- 
moons at shore with his bride. 
Florence Bernard, erstwhile prexy 
of Entertainment Mgrs. Assn., is 
staging vaude shows Willow 
Grove Par 


at 


k. 


WFIL gabber Alston Stevens and | 


his wife have applied to French Con- 


sulate to allow two refugees to stay | 


with them at Little Farm, their su- 
burban home. 

WPEN aired the Fourth of July 
activities at Independence Hall. Fea- 
ture was reading of Declaration of 
Independence by Jimmy Croce 
sistant manager at the Warners’ 


Broadway theatre. 


Chicago 


Lou Cowan will be a father soon. 

Al Freedman back in Chi rep 
for Sun music. 

Joe Glaser in to set a couple of 
new band deals. 

Frank Dare, Equity rep, into New 
York for look-around. 

Chicago Tribune sponsoring Po- 
lice and Fire Show at Soldier Field. 

Entertainment Managers Associa- 
at the Bon- 


as 


Air Country Club. 

Mrs. Maria Kramer in town and 
met at the train by two Hotel Edison 
(N. Y.) alumni, Jan Savitt and Biue 
Barron. ; ie 

Carter Barron, Loew chief in 
Washington territory, in Chicago on 
official] duties as entertainment pur- 
veyor to the Democratic convention. | 


Ditto Arthur | 


(WEST-Easton } | 


|a week, and State theatre, Kilburn, 
| the following week. 

| ‘Jeannie’ closed at Wyndham’s, 
with Barbara Mullen, leading femme, 
| to star in film which will be made 
by Marcel Hellman. 

\ Hsiung, 


| Chinese dockworker in ‘Major Bar- 
| bara,’ the Bernard Shaw opus. 
Richard Tauber booked to open at 
Theatre Royal, Dublin, had to cancel 
| as government wouldn’t allow exit 
permits, even to Irish Nationals. 


who wrote 


, sociated British feature due for re- 
| issue, Paramount will release ‘Those 
Were the Days’ under label of ‘Good 
Old School Days.’ 


the Edinburgh New Victoria, Gau- 
mont-British house, to the High Con- 
Stables of the city. It’s being used as 
an entertainment center for war 
forces. 

Joyce Howard, 18-year-old, is first 
timing in films in Two Cities’ ‘Free- 
dom Radio.’ Enforced absence of 
Mario Zampi has Anthony Asquith 





taking over producer reins. Latter 
| also directing. 
Phones and transatlantic cable- 


burning between Arthur Lee and 
| Maurice J. Wilson, head of Grand 
| National (London), resulted in Co- 
|Jumbia Pictures acauiring American 
| distribution rights of ‘Pastor Hall.’ 

| Jim Lawrence, who scripted ‘Stars 
|Look Down,’ will script ‘Hatter’s 
Castle,” by same author, which Isidor 
lechmid 


;Goldschmidt is making for Para-! 
;mount. Dr. A. J. Cronin wrote the 
original ‘Castle’ and ‘Stars’ novels. | 


| Michael Balcon signed femme stunt 
| artist Vera Turl for a spin in ‘Spare 
a Copper.’ Miss Turl has had a mo- 
torcycle act for 10 years on tour, and 
| parades her ‘Wall of Death’ ride in 
|the speedtrack sequences of 
| George Formby vehicle. 


| Metro’s Empire after 10 weeks, dur- 


ing which it ran concurrently six | 
weeks at the Palace and eight at 
Ritz, the Metro smallie, which ad- 


|} joins the Empire. ‘Wind’ returned to 
the Ritz for an extensive run, 

Ministry of Information’s 
mentary on child-evacuation 
London will be made by 
Dickinson. Director recently 
pleted ‘Gaslight’ for British National, 
and, work 
roster of these government quickies. 

Further move in the bid for a 
juicer plum from outside markets 
has come with announcement that 
| British Film Production Assn. is to 
| abandon its overseas section in favor 
| of a permanent export group to work 
in cooperation with 
trade bureau. 

Paul Soskin finally set to start his 
first film production, ‘Quiet Wedding,’ 


docu- 
from 


by Esther McCracken. Rights ac- 
quired from O’Brven, Linnet & Dun- 
fee, owners of show, which ran for 


eight months at Wyndham’s theatre. 
Sir Seymour Hicks already engaged 
for one of the leads. 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 

Tom Mix and his horse, Tony, at 
Kennywood Park for a one-day per- 
sonal. 

The Joe DeManns’ lad down with 
scarlet fever but coming out of it 
very nicely. 

Film Row friends here shocked by 
udden death in Cleveland recently 
of Joe Lefko 

Lela Moore home for summer 
after finishing role in Par’s ‘Night at 


Ear] Carroll's.’ 
Dancing Masters 

convene here next 

annual convention. 


of America 
month for their 


Club’s annual golf tournament at 
South Hills CC July 22. 

Billy Catizone’s option at Nor- 
mandie réstaurani in Boston picked | 


Cecilia Conn,}up for additional month. 


Tallye Dunston and Marvin Ein- | 


to BBC for, horn with Jim Lindsay’s Green Hills 
Playhouse in Reading, Pa. | 


Shirley Brown, daughter of the 


Ben (WB? Browns, with Fox Chapel | 
| Playhouse for the summer. 


George Pennington in from Holly- 


which | wood to look over some local in- | 


terests for couple of weeks. 
Mr. and Mrs. George 
of a daughter. 


|chief artist for Harris Amus. Co. 


| 


Marlier | 
Father’s | Abraham Meyer. 


Hollywood 


Louis B. Mayer had a birthday. 
Nicholas M. Schenck in from Man- 


| hattan. 


Mary Pickford back from an east- 
ern tour. 


Rufus LeMaire’s home ransacked 


| by burglars. 


Alfred A. Cohn recovering from 
major operation. 
Lois January sued for divorce by 


onald Crisp on four-month cruise 


Harry Kalmine presented with aj|in_Alaskan waters. 


to portrait of himself, painted by Jack 


Moranz, at Camp O’Connell opening. 
Home-towner Oscar Levant get- 


| ting equal billing here with Wendell 
and | Willkie in ‘Information Please’ short 
€s at the Stanley. 





St. Louis 


By Sam X. Hurst 








Civic Theatre, strawhatter, 
substituted “The Milky Way’ 
‘Margin for Error’ as third show. 


for 


Avalon, making annual auto trek to 





ady Precious Stream,’ has role of | 


| In view of title clash with an As-| 


Leased, for Sunday nites only, is | 


Thorold | 
com- | 


permitting, may guide a} 


government's | 


| having withdrawn from the 


will | 


Theatre manager Frank Roberts a | 


grandpop. his daughter giving birth 
to a girl last week. 

Ann Barrett, local ga] singing with 
Vincent Lopez, has been inked for 
new Ed Wynn show. 


Nat Steinberg and Barney Rosen- 
thal, of Republic Pictures’ local 
branch, back from New York pow- 
| wow. 
| Harold D. ‘Chick’ Evens, manager 

of Loew’s, vacationing. 
| District Manager 
| hitting. 


Finney 


Post-Dispatch (Pulitzer) is printing 
news of night club and amusement 
park band attractions. 

Sam Reider resigned as resident 
manager of the Grand, burlesk, 
which he opened last October for 
the Wolverine Amus. Co., Detroit. 

Dick Berger planed to New York 
to finish casting and costuming for 
current Municipal Theatre Assn. sea- 
son in al fresco theatre, Forest Park. 


Ruth Urban, understudy for 
Nancy McCord in ‘Apple Blossoms’ 
at Municipal Theatre’s outdoor 


playhouse, scored in chief role when 
Miss McCord was derailed by laryn- 
gitis. 

Julian Beisman, son of Paul Beis- 
man, manager of the American and 





Municipal Theatre _ Assn.,_ has 
launched his career as a thesp. Had 
role in ‘See My Lawyer’ at Civic 


theatre, strawhatter, 


Cleveland 


By Glenn C. Pullen 





Nat Lefton working up annual golf 
tourney for Variety Club barkers. 


|Pa., made new resident manager of 


the | theatrical Carter hotel. 


|} Cain Park’s strawhat company do- 


‘Gone with the Wind’ closed at|ing ‘Street Scene’ July 11-13 after 


sock biz with ‘American Way.’ 


ing of Drive-in-Theatre located 
|}across road from Cleveland Airport. 
Joey Mack, who’s said to have 


in local niteries, comeback at 
Pony’s Club. 

Jimmy King, batoneer of Jack- 
son’s Lyndhurst Club, been keeping 
marriage to Beverly Joy, dancer, 
secret since June 3. 

Nat Holt back 
vaude-shopping trek to New York, 
with ‘Vanities’ week of July 19 be- 
ing Palace’s sole date for the sum- 
mer. 

Bernard 
French 
ing 
| dickering 
wood 


in a 


a 


from fruitless 


Szold, of New Orleans’ 
Quarter theatre, and direct- 
strawhat ‘American Way’ here, 
to show in Holly- 
Bowl. 


stage 





Legit Bug Bites 
Continued from page 1 


Wiman, successful producer, who was 
bequeathed a fortune from forebears 
who manufactured harvesting ma- 
chines. Duo are to establish offices 
in New York shortly 


Schmidlapp and Kier are the back- 


ers of ‘Walk With Music,’ first known 
as ‘Three After Three’ and now play- 
ing the Barrymore, N. Y. Musical] i: 
operating in the red, but the kid 


showmen are paying cff without ob- 


jection and ‘Walk’ has inspired their 
desire to remain in show business 
Show was originally presented by 
Ruth Selwyns and the Shuberts, both 


manage- 
ment. 

Stepin Fetchit withdrew from the 
cast last week, leaving amicably. He 
said he had signed contracts for per- 
sonal appearances when the show 


| was laying off and could not secure 


| to 


Lige Brien, WB manager in Am- 
bridge, and Evelvn Wolk will be 
married Sundav (14). 

Jerry Mayhal] has quit town to 
serve as musical director for new 
rink show, ‘Icecapades.’ 

The Joe Mazze's, of the Art) 
Cinema, wil] increase the census in 


next couple of months. 
Art England chairmaning 


releases. Troy Brown took over. but 
Fetchit expressed the wish to rejoin 
‘Walk’ if it continues. 

Colored scomic, however, faces 
charges by customs authorities, who 
alleced he bought four suits of 
clothes when the show played Toron- 
and exceeded the exemption on 
Canadian purchases. Fetchit denied 
the allegations and it is understood 
authorities have been unable to pro- 


Variety | duce the clothes. 


For the first time in years the} 


George Stevens supervising open- | 


Midwestern | 
pinch- | 


| 


! 


| 


Lana Turner filed divorce suit 
against Artie Shaw. 

Florence Rice filed suit for divorce 
against Robert Wilcox. 

Patsy Kelly back from New York 
to work for Hal Roach. 

Louis Schine in from the east for 
his first visit to the studios. 

Hobart Bosworth ceiebrated his 
55th anniversary as an actor. 

Charles P. Skouras back on the 
job after a month in New York. 

George Stoll in the hospital for a 


has | check-up on a kidney complaint. 


James Roosevelt returned from a 


| business trip to New York and Chi- 
William Norton, operator of the} © 


go. 
Bud Clark in from Cleveland to 


the Rockies in quest of trout fishing. | t@ke over the local Paramount ex- 


change. ; 

Jascha Heifetz moved into his new 
beach home after tour of South 
America. 


a 


a 





Atlantic City 


Hotel Chelsea Bar held formal 
opening Saturday (6) with Billy 
Van's orch. 

Nat Brandwynne began summer 
engagement at Ritz Merry-Go- 
Round Bar July 4. 

Lee Powell (Lone Ranger) top- 
billed at Hamid’s Million Dollar Pier 
over ‘the 4th’ weekend. 

Lyric and Palace theatres on At- 
lantic avenue only local film houses 
unaffected by new tax. 

Leopold Stokowski’s All-American 
Youth Orchestra began rehearsals in 
Convention Hall Sunday (7). 

Commodore Cafe opened for Sum- 
mer on Saturday (6) with Ohio Trio 
from Park Central hotel, N. Y. 








Milt Russell, theatre manager here 
for years, is now Gayway super- 
visor at Golden Gate Exposition, 
Frisco. 

Bert Estlow’s orch played special 


| Red, White and Blue dance at Am- 


| bassador 


hoteks Garden Room 


| July 4. 


| Frank J. Hynes, from Harrisburg, | 


| Assn., 


| band 


taught radio’s Bob Hope how to hoof | 


Smart 500 Club opened for season 
July 3, with Sammy Watkins orch, 
Bert Frohman as m.c., and Jerry 
Krueger featured. 

Police investigated anonymous 
telephone threats against life of 
Frank P., Cravatt, operator of Steel 
Pier, and his wife. 

Charles O. Marquette, former 
manager of the Traymore hotel and 
president of the A. C. Hotelmen’s 
died July 1. 

Endicott now presenting 20 

acts and 13-piece cowboy 
at his mass-production Dude 
Ranch on Boardwalk. 

Eddie Le Baron’s orch began short 
engagement at Frank . Palumbo’s 
Renault Tavern on Boardwalk July 
4, coming from Rainbow Room, 


WT 
IN. 


Tom 
vaude 


Jimmie Lunceford’s orch had one- 
day engagement here Friday (5) 
under auspices of Arctic Avenue 
Y.M.C.A., and then left for Cali- 
fornia date 

Vincent Speciale’s concert orch 
gave first of 10 Sunday night con- 
certs on Municipal Pier, Sunday (7). 
John Harrold of A, C. Opera Com- 
pany is soloist. 


Led by Guy Lombardo, three 
bands played for the holiday at 
Steel Pier Others were Will 


Bradley’s and Aiex Bartha’s. Dennis 
Dav headed vaude program. 

Tony Martin top-billed Sunday 
(7) at Hamid’s Pier, with Bob Zurka’s 
dance band. Martin played to okay 
b.o. on one-day engagement Friday 
(5) at Gateway Casino, off-shore 
nitery at Somers Point. 


Hamid’s Pier dropped prices: 


Adults will now pay 50c. instead of 
60 on weekdays. Saturdays, Sun- 
days and holidays -hey will pay 65 


instead of 75. Children, heretofore 
assessed 25c. all days, cut to 20 


Minneapolis 


By Les Rees 


M 


t 
il 


rt H Singe r here t look o' 

Orpheum. 

Bob Hazleton, Dickerman circuit 
booker, to wed. 

Herbie Kaye orchestra 
in at Orpheum for August. 

Moe Levy off by plane to Holly- 
wiod to start his S. R. Kent drive- 
leader assignment. 

Montgomery and Dale, owners of 
St. Paul Garrick and Lyceum, took 
over the Hamline from W. L. Ham- 
ilton. : 

Olympe Bradne, Paramount star, 
stopped over enroute from Holly- 
wood to Cass Lake, Minn., Indian 
reservation where she was ‘adopted’ 
into Cass Lek tribe. 

W. H. Workman, Jack Flynn and 
George Turner, M-G branch and 
district managers and salesman, re- 
spectivelly, spent July 4 holiday on 


el 


pencilled 


| fishing jaunt at Mille Lae, Minn. 
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HAROLD VAN DUZEE 


Harold Van Duzee, 48, director of 
the Kansas City Conservatory of 
Music and featured tenor at the 
Roxy theatre, N. Y., from its open- 
ing in 1927 until he left in 1932, died 
July 3 in Kansas City. 

As a member of the late L. 
Rothafel’s ‘Roxy’s Gang, he ap- 
peared at the Capitol theatre, N. Y.., 
and later at the Roxy was credited 
with having introduced the song, 
‘Laugh, Clown, Laugh.’ In his five- 
year tenure there he sang in more 
than 3,500 performances. 

After studying voice in New York 
and Paris, Van Duzee was booked 
for a concert tour of leading Euro- 
pean cities. While appearing on the 
French Riviera he sang with such 
operatic stars as Lucretia Bori and | 
Jeanne Gordon. Since leaving the) 
Roxy he occasionally did radio work 
before assuming his post with the 
Conservatory. 





S. 





JULES JUDELS 


Jules Judels, 65, for 49 years a 
member of the Metropolitan Opera | 
Company staff and who succeeded | 
his father as master of rehearsals for | 
the Met, committed suicide July 3 
by inhaling illuminating gas at his 
New York home. His wife, Phoebe, 
awakened by the odor of gas, discov- 
ered the body in the kitchen. 

One of the few remaining mem- 
bers of the Met’s old guard, his was 


a familar face for years both to op-| 


era patrons as well as performers. 
Joining the Metropolitan in 1891 as 
aide to his father, who was then in 
charge of rehearsals, Judels eventu- 
ally replaced him in that post. His 


duties mainly consisted of persuad- | 


ing temperamental divas to appear 
on time for rehearsals. 


MICHAEL W. RALE 


Michael W. Rale, 73, veteran legit 
player, died Monday (8) at the 
Actors’ Fund Home, Englewood, 
N. J., where he had been a guest for 
the past seven years. Born Michael 
W. Israle in Russia, he came to this 
country in 1890. 

Rale first appeared with Barlow 
Bros. Minstrels and later in ‘Of- 
ficer 666° at the Gaiety theatre, N. Y. 
He was with Tom Wise and Douglas 
Fairbanks in ‘The Gentleman from 
Mississippi’ at the Bijou, N. Y., in 
1910, and in more recent years 
played in ‘Arabian Hindu’ and 
‘Good Earth.’ 

Surviving are three sisters, all of 
Brooklyn, and a brother in Asbury 
Park, N. J. 





GRANVILLE BATES 

Granville Bates, 58, in pictures for 
the past quarter of a century, died 
in Hollywood, July 8, after a brief 
illness. 

He started in films with the old 
Essanay company in Chicago shortly 
after being on a stage tour with May 


Robson. Bates recently finished two 
pictures at Warner Bros. and was 
preparing to go into ‘Meet John 
Doe’ at that studio. A widow sur- 
vives. Burial in Chicago. 


ALBERT P. BOTZUM 


Albert P. Botzum, 66, president and 
treasurer of the Botzum Theatre Co. 
and prominent exhibitor in the Ak- 
ron district for almost a half cen- 
tury, died July 3 in St. Thomas hos- 
pital, Akron, following an illness of 
two months, 

Survived by widow, 


son, two 


daughters, two sisters and a brother. | 


MORRIS UNGER 

Morris Unger, 67, dean of Cleve- 
Jand musicians, died July 5 at his 
home in Cleveland after being in ill 
health for the last year. Despite 
illness, he had played in the RKO 
Palace’s pit orchestra up to March. 

Survived by son, Bert, who di- 
rects Palace’s band; two other sons, 
two brothers and a sister. 

LEX NEAL 

Lex Neal, 46, screen writer, died 
July 4 in Hollywood after a brief 
illness. 

Former gag writer for Harold 
Lloyd, Buster Keaton and Lloyd 


Hamilton, he had-been working on | 
a script for Dixie National Pic- | 


tures. 





ALEX PAPAND 

Alex Papand, 57, vet exhib, who 
owned a South St. Louis nabe and 
was a stockholder in a syndicate 
Owning several indie nabes here, 
died last week while visiting rela- 
tives in Mexico, Mo. He had been 
in bad health for several months, 

Survived by widow, 


1 state, but it would reb it of some of 
its punch, 
20th Favors Lighter Touch 


Hollywood, July 9. 
of the 20th-Fox pro- 


ARTES 


Revamping 
FREDERICK L. 


7 | duction schedule is indicated by a 
owe huddle of high execs, here to mull 
Frederick L. Rowe, 51, sales su- 


the 1940-41 slate. Sitting around the 
table are Joseph M. Schenck, chair- 
man; Darryl! Zanuck, production 
chief: William Goetz, executive v.p.; 
Herman Wobber, sales head, and Jo- 
seph H. Moskowitz, New York pro- 


pervisor of WICC, Bridgeport, died 
July 6 

Veteran in commercial radio field, 
Rowe was commander of home post 


of Catholic War Veterans and was 





¢ . ithe i ory rgani e A 
active in other military organiza- | Auction @nec. 
Ons. General idea is to dunk the drab 
eee _ subjects and produce more action 
R. G. (CASEY’) EDINGER and comic pictures. 
} 
R. G. (CCasey’) Edinger, 56, for- 


merly a singer with the Metropolitan | 
Opera Co., later on the Orpheum cir- 
cuit, and more recently owner of the | 
Zaza theatre, Denver, died on July 2 
in Denver. 

Survived by widow. 
burial in Denver. 


Strawhat Names 


Continued from page 1! ied 





Funeral and and, with percentage, the pay may 
| reach $750 weekly. 
| top that mark. 
Summer stock spots started weak- 
LYMAN S. GERBERICH ‘ly, as usual, the same type of weather 
Lyman S. Gerberich, 91, organizer | that hindered the N. Y. World's Fair, 
and director of the first symphony | parks and beaches nicking the hide- 
orchestra in lowa, died June 28 in! aways too. Clear weather followed 
Des Moines. He had studied under|the Fourth of July, however, and 
Walter Damrosch and in Europe for upped the chances of the stocks, 





FORTS. tarting this week, there are 77 
Survived by daughter and son. | summer stocks listed by Equity as 


GROVE J. BILLS 
Grove J. Bills. 66, for years widely 
known in northeast Iowa as a dance 
orchestra leader, died of a cerebral | 
j hemorrhage in Marquette, Ia. on 
Willi Sees Film Boon 


| June 29. | 

| 

Film industry stands to eventually 
; : _| profit on a large scale from the in- 
ib yt aps ortage yong oo rcs |creasing number of strawhat thea- 
atts a ov aterpury, tres each year, in the opinion of 


Conn. Funeral services were held; , 7). Mager of Fe, 
‘in New Haven Friday (5). | Arthur Willi, chief talent digger for 





operating under its rules, which call 
for a minimum pay of $40 weekly to 
average players. Total listing indi- 
cates over 100 summer stocks, but 
some are in remote locations and 
either playing with non-Equity casts 
or classified as amateur troupes. 


| 


W. D. FITZGERALD 


MICHAEL F. CONWAY 
Michael F. Conway, 82, one of the 
rst presidents of the National As- 
sociation of Dancing Masters, died 
July 5 in Hartford, Conn. 

JAMES F. CARPER 
James F. Carper, 74, theatre owner, 
suicide by shooting himself at his 


|barns on Monday 48), declared that 
ithe larger number of theatres are 
naturally drawing more players and 
|many more are qualified than for- 
|merly. As result, the talent scouts 
|have an opportunity to see in action 
greater numbers of possibilities and 
| better ones, which is working out to 
the advantage of the industry. 


| fi 


| 
| 
| 


| 


home in Lafavette. Colo.. July 2 | Willi, who returned Sunday (7) 
ett ‘ |from one trip and leaves today 
Thomas Durrell Culverhouse, for, (Wednesday) on another through | 


the haymow circuit, declared he is 
especially pleased by results so far. 
He said he has seen four players 
ithis season whose services he has 
tentatively optioned—an unusually 
high number. He’s particularly 
| pleased because all are male, lead- 
ing men being Hollywood’s greatest 


the last 12 years auditor for the 
Dwight Deere Wiman legit enter- 
prises, died July 8 in New York, 
following an emergency operation. 
He also had been accountant for 
Comstock and Gest, among other 
legit people. 


A few may even | 


RKO. Willi, between jaunts to the | 
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| their homeland. 


All-British Charity Film 


from page 1 








Cary Grant has; bringing English refugee children to 


| donated $150,000 his entire salary | the United States. 


|in Metro's ‘Philadelphia Story.’ 
committee working under Dame May 
Whitty and Boris Karloff is raising 
$30,000. Charles Laughton has been 
turning over his radio earnings and 
Ronald Colman has donated large 
sums for Red Cross ambulances. 
Anna Neagle recently made a trailer 
which netted $100,000 in British the- 
atres. and Gracie Fields and other 
British players are launching a tour 
of Canada to raise $500,000 for the 
same cause. 


Minor Dent in H’wood 
If Brit. Actors Called 


Britain’s request for the return of 
| film actors of military age (18 to 31), 
| issued through its embassy in Wash- 
|ington on Sunday (7), makes only 
/a minor dent in the Hollywood col- 
ony. Most of the English players 
prominent in pictures are well above 
the age limit. 

Among -the youngsters due for 
service in the British army or navy 
under the new order are Richard 
|Greene. Louis Hayward, Robert 
'Coote, Peter Cushing, Bruce Lester, 
|'Patric Knowles, Hughie Green and 
{Ian Fulton. Coote has already left 
|for London, via Canada, and the 
others have notified the British con- 
isul in Los Angeles, Eric A. Cleugh, 
| that they are ready as soon as nec- 
essary arrangements are made. 

Players just over the 3i-year-old 
|}mark include Colin Tapley, Morton 
Lowry and Errol Flynn. If the pres- 
'ent pressure grows stronger in Eng- 
|land, however, the age limit will 
be upped and they will be called. 
[Reported men up to 41 will soon 
be mustered]. 
| David Niven sailed home under 
| his own steam months ago and is 
| doing his joe somewhere in the 
; war zone. C. Aubrey Smith, who is 
almost old enough to have drawn a 
longbow at Hastings, has offered his 
services in any capacity, but 
| been advised to stay in Hollywood 





| 


|and do the best he can as a civilian. | 


|Others in the 

|Ronald Colman, 
| (wounded in the 
Ahearne, Boris Karloff, 
Stephenson, Cary Grant, Charles 
| Laughton, Alan Mowbray and Her- 


elder category are 
Herbert Marshall 
last war), Brian 


ithe last war. Claude Rains, a vet- 
eran of 1914-18, and Ray Milland, 
are American citizens. 


None Known on B’way 


; aR | scarcity. Fact is, the talent ganderer 

| Charles Lyons, 56, died of a) caid, all the scouts are lowering 
stroke in New York, Monday (8). | their qualifications on men players | 

He was formerly in the Belasco,| and raising them on women as a 

N. Y., boxoffice and was similarly |yesult of the dearth of one and 


; employed in theatres operated by 


‘ quantity of the other. 
he WPA theatre pioject. 


| 





Mother, 80. of Gabe Yorke, Coast 
film publicist, died in Hollywood, Mae Murray 
June 8 Deceased was widow of 7 
Gus Yorke, stage actor. Continued from page 3___ 


; eee week. Actress was very calm in| 
Mrs. Ewing Powell, 68, mother of | contrast to earlier legal proceedings 
ic Powell . , : eis cae , a 

5 oa tat died July 3 in Los| jn which she appeared near emo- 
’ p> “4 

Angeles. | tional collapse. 

: Rei | Since the court had _ previously | 
Father, of Lyn Burno, vaude pro-| ruled that Miss Murray could re- 
ducer, died in Blue Island, Ill., July 4.) open the case by showing herse] 

4 2 via \ ee) 6 7 y oat ¥ bis 4 i 


Ci 


Father, 82, of Carl Erbe, publicist, 


J him with a ‘suitable home,’ she 
died July 3, in Milwaukee, | tec 


tified at length concerning a house 
}she recently rented in Encino, Cal., 
with the $400-a-month alimony she 
receives from Mdivani. She said 
| the last money she earned was $650 
in December for radio work. 


} 
i 





Comedy Yen 


Continued from page 3 








story departments culling through 
| lists of old best-selling detective fic- 


| 


| tion for stories which can be gagged | BIRTHS 
| up for laughs. Both ‘Cat and Ca- Mr. and Mrs. Herbert Lamb, son, 
|nary’ and ‘Ghost Breakers’ were| in Glendale, Cal., July 1. Father is 


oldies needled with mirth hypo. |a production manager at Walt Dis- 


Metro’s drift to the mystery field | ney studios 

as ¢ res , 2 "Ie , c . 
h S already been marked by one | Mr. and Mrs. Sid Sidman, daugh- 
purchase, “The Whispering Cup,’ by | ter, in Hollywood. Juiv 2 Father | 


Mabel Seeley screen rights 10 |; 
abel Seele; Screen rights to the | js an assistant director at Metro. 


book Jublished within the ast . : 
ieee yma a $5,000. This fsa Mr. and Mrs. Gil M. Hutchinson, 
paratively low price makes obvious | 80”; ™ hagherv Pee, o~ ey S. 
one of the reasons why picture com- Father js with commercial depart- 
| panies favor such material at this | ment of WSHs, Greensbore, 


time of pinch due to foreign mar- | 


kets. In addition, they can be pro-| 
| duced cheaply and, above all, they 
are of the ‘escape’ type which the 
public appears to desire at this time. 
| Desire of studios for comedy ma- 
| terial has created wide interest 


Mr. and Mrs. Gilbert Adrian, son. 
in Hollywood, July 6. Mother is 
Janet Gaynor, film player; father is 
| Metro's stylist. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ted Sears, daughter, 
a-| in Hollywood, July 4. Father is a 
in} writer at Walt Disney’s. 


screen rights to ‘Louisiana Pur- ‘ , x 
chase,” hit Buddy DeSylva musical | Mr. and Mrs. H. L. Anderson, 


| 


| 


currently at the Imperial, N. Y. It! Gaughter, an Reneas Ciy, Pune “36. 
easily leads the present slim legit hehaoay . ae oe 
field in gandering by - producers. | town theatre, Kansas City. 

Only angle causing hesitancy is fear} Mr. and Mrs. Sid Rogell, son, in 
that a film version might create re- | Hollywood, July 6. Father is RKO 
studio manager. Mother is former 
June Clayworth, film actress. 


| 


| sentment in Louisiana, which is the | 
' butt of the comedy. Reprisals in| 
| taxes or a boycott of the company Mr. and Mrs. Herbert C. Rice, son, 
| which makes the picture are feared. | in Buffalo, July 2. Father is produc- 
This, of course, could be dodged “by | tion director at WGR-WKBW, Buf- 
changing Louisiana to a mythical | falo, 





}able to support Koran and provide | 


There are believed to be no well- 
known British legit players between 
118 and 31 years old now on Broad- 
way or in summer stock. Several 
players of lesser reputation who 
would be effected by the British Em- 
bassy’s order are believed, however, 
| to be in the strawhats. 

Laurence Olivier, at 33, ts techni- 
cally over-age, as are other stars of 
the legit stage. 


Embassy's Statement 
Washington, July 9. 
Request for British actors between 
|18 and 31 years old to return home, 
|which was issued by the Embassy 
here Sunday (7), follows: 

Since the outbreak of the war. 
British actors, of both stage and 
screen, and others connected 
with the profession, resident in 
the United States, have repeat- 
ed!y offered their services to the 
British Government and have 
sought advice from the Embassy 
as to the desirability of their re- 
turn to the United Kingdom for 
services Until recently, they 
have been advised to stay here, 
as there is no shortage of man- 
power in the United Kingdom 

In view of the recent condi- 
tions, however, British actors of 
all ages have again come for- 
ward with renewed offers of ser- 
vice: these offers have been con- 
sidered according to age and 
qualifications with a view to 
the utilization of their services, 
whether here or abroad. in the 
most advantageous manner. 
Broadly speaking, those between 
the ages of 18 and 31 years (the 
present ‘military’ age in Enf- 
land) should return as soon as 
they can make the necessary ar- 
rangements; those above this age 
should continue in their profes- 
sions until they receive further 
instructions. 

English Refugee Children 


Gary Grant, Laurence Olivier, Sir 
Cedric Hardwicke and Herbert Wil- 
cox, comprising a motion picture 
committee, were here last week to 





A 


has | 


James | 


belt Wilcox, most of whom served in | 


| AA four members of the commit. 
tee are British subjects. 


—_-_-— 


British Orphans 


Toronto, Julv 9 

Here to snip governmenta! red 
tape and complete arrangements to 
bring 60 youngsters from the Actors’ 
; Orphans’ Home in London to a safe 
haven on this side of the Atlantic 
| Alfred Hitchcock. 

He and Dame May Whitty head 
the members of the British colony 
in Hollywood who have raised funds 
to establish the young refugees in 
summer camp in Canada for the 
ensuing two months until plans are 
completed for their proposed trans- 
fer to Hollywood where certain of 
the Britishers will take a number of 
the children into their own homes 
or undertake the cost of their hous- 
ing and schooling for the duration. 





is 


| 





Adoption on Vast Scale 

Adoption of refugee children from 
| Great Britain for the duration of the 
| war has been taken up on a vast 
scale, by show business. Many in 
| the picture business, radio and legit 
|have either agreed to look after 
| youngsters sent to the U. S. or are 
making arrangements for such care 
while the European conflict con- 
tinues, 








' 
| 


Byron, Sr. 


Continued from pase ! 








ning (daughter of playwright Phil 
Dunning), Henry Richards and Grant 
Mills, all legit actors recruited from 
the summer theatre at Lakewood, of 
which colony the Byron family have 
been residents for 15 years. 

Two live broadcasts over the Ban- 
gor station will serve as opportuni- 
| ties for simultaneously recording 
| audition transcriptions, which agent 
William Hawes will bring to New 
York early in August ‘for some ad- 





| 


ivertising agency dates he has 
lined up. 

{| Plot formula of the series, entitled 
‘The World’s a Stage,’ is that the 


retired legit actor is a bit of a sage 
to whom people come with their 
problems. This always reminds him 
of something from one of his plays 
during the half century in grease 
paint. 


, 


MARRIAGES 


Gertrude Lawrence to Richard 
Aldrich, in Dennis, Mass., July 4. 
Bride is legit actress; he’s Broadway 
legit producer and also operator of 
Cape Playhouse, Dennis 

Sonja Henie to Daniel Topping 

| Chicago, July 4. Bride is film and 
| ice skating star; he’s owner of 
Brooklyn Dodgers pro football team. 
Judy Deane to Corday Cather, in 
Carson City, Nev., June 30. Bride 
NBC singer in San Francisco 
Lucille Mendelson to Charles 
|Gould in Yuma, Ariz., July 4. Hes 
an assistant director at Universal. 
film 
Jr., in 


in 


is 


Carole Landis, to 
Willis E. Hunt, 
Nev., July 4. 


Jean Thompson to Allen Kemerei 


actress, 
Las \ 


vegas, 


lin Pittsburgh, July 1 Bride’s half 
|of dancing Thompson Sisters’ nitery 
act. 

Camilla Larkin to Eddie Mc- 
Vahil, in Pittsburgh, June 28. He’s 


with Freddy Castle orch 
Betty Brown to Roland Gray, in 


Pittsburgh, July 3 He’s with sta- 
tion KQV, Pitt. 

Ruth Messbauer to John E. Man- 
uel, in Norwich, N. Y., June 29. 
|Groom is manager of Schine’s 
| Strand, Deleware, O. 
| Laverne Barclay to John Alex 


| Rothwell, in Regina, Sask., June 29. 
| Bride is vocalist on staff of CJRM, 
| Regina. 

| Loretta Bruce to Foster Thornhill, 
| in Kansas City, June 20. She’s mem- 
ber of house line at Tower theatre, 
K.C.; he’s assistant manager of the 
Esquire, K.C. 

Ellen Howard to Ralph English, in 
Elkton, Md., last week Bride 
nitery dancer; he’s an acrobat. 

Virginia Smith to Robert D. Hur- 
ley, Weston, Mass., June 29. Bride is 
daughter of Edward A. Smith, the- 
atre operating executive associated 
with the Goldstein Bros. circuit in 
Massachusetts. 

Jeanne Godshall to Herbert Perry 
in Las Vegas, Nev., July 6. Bride 
is rodeo performer; he’s composer at 
the Walt Disney studios. 

Irma Larsen to Edwin Sherwood, 


is 





confer with government officials on 


in Baltimore, July 6. He’s Baltimore 
ASCAP rep. 
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War, Rain Hurt, But New York Fair « 


Indicates How 


By ABEL GREEN 


War and rainy weather, the for- 
mer greatly cutting into publicity 
‘ preaks nationally, and the latter 
naturally sloughing attendance, have 
taken their tolls on the New York 
World’s Fair this year. The blitz- 
krieg, especially, has put a heavy 
damper on the Fair’s strong bids 


for showmanship to offset last year's | 


lethargic management. 

Despite the unforeseen handicaps, 
however, whenever anything smack - 
ing of showmanship at the Fair does 
assert itself, it pays off in abnormal 
values. 


A reappraisal of what the N. Y. | 


Fair has to offer indicates that the 
obviously favorable elements 
frequently the most obscure. Where 
jt would have been wise to keep the 
sundry foreign restaurant pavilions 
open late, the entire attitude is one 
of boredom and let’s-get-these-pests- 
out-of-here-quick. It’s little won- 
der, therefore, that when an experi- 
enced restaurateur like Theodore 
Mele, who runs Theodore’s on East 


56th street (N. Y.) takes over the 
Brazilian Pavilion’s restaurant and 
installs a dance team (Grayce and 


Graham), to supplement the native 
Romeo de Silva samba _ orchestra 
that business is good. 


By the same token, Billy Rose and | 


Nicky Blair's showmanship has con- 
verted the Barbary Coast from a 
fiop into a money-maker by going 
100% sawdust. Now, with its huge 
double circular bar, and_ blatant 
Bowery atmosphere and entertain- 
ment, it’s forthright honky-tonk, and 
nuts to the Barbary Coast nostalgia 
and a name band (Abe Lyman) that 
Rose first tried. Beer at a dime, 
zombies at Leblang rates of 75c., food 
dishes (9c. for pie), 29c. for corn- 
beef and cabbage, 34c. for chicken 
king, etc.). 
savings, have converted this midway 


ag 


eatery into a quick catch for the 
cheap trade. But since there are 
more of the latter in any mass 


crowd, that’s all right too, and the 
joint takes in $300 a hour from all 
sides—beer, booze, hot dogs, sand- 
wiches, etc. Dance music is canned; 
one sign frankly bills it as a *make- 
believe ballroom (make believe 
there’s a name band here)’; all sorts 
of catch-penny peep-shows, gyspy 
fortune-tellers and stereopticans are 
present, and it’s something like out 
of a Zanuck set, purporting to re- 
produce a yesteryear sawdust joint 


This is it. in unashamed 1940 guise. 

Give the so-called class custom- 
ers en decent environment, like 
Monte Proser’s Zombie—with its 
ritz Tropical Garden room in the 
back, plus dance band and floor- 
show divertissement—and the mid- 
town Manhattan bunch would be 
coming out to the Fair as much as 
they did last year, when curiosity 
was the prime appeal. There is no 


excitement this season, but consider- 
ing it's a short from 
and coo] spot to in, the 
could really prove natural 
if there was just the proper amount 
of swank showmanship to go with it 
Hitler Over Flushing 
True, tempus fugits and time and 
tide have done much to make this 
lopsy-turvy world even more so, in 
beiween last spring and the start of 


town, 
Fair 


draw 


nat 


é 


run 
be 


a 


the Fair's 1940 season. Nothing re- 
filects it more than in the foreign 
zone and other restaurants. You 


might just as well put the swastika 


Over the Belgian, Czech, French 
Polish, Romanian and other pa- 
vilions, whether closed or reopened 
for the second stanza. To add to its 
ironies, the Statler Hotels Corp. op- 
€rales the restaurant in the Ro 
manian house; and even the Union 
News Co. has taken over the cater- 
ing in the British Buttery. Same 
Goes for the Union News’ hookup 
with Heineken’s Zuider Zee on the 
midway which (1) is no longe 


Dutch, and (2) vou can’t get Heine- 
ken’s there, because all that’s left of 
the famed Dutch beer has_ been 
transplanted to the Hotland Taverns 
In Rockefeller Center (also a Union 
News restaurant concession _ in- 
cidentally). Let ‘em drink domestic 
beer at the Fair, is seemingly the 


idea, but the Holland inn, in the 
heart of New York, gets what's left. 
‘One of the ironic breaks for 


Heineken’s is that their five brew- | 


€ries, including branches in Paris 
#nd Cairo, besides the Netherlands, 
#re blockaded for any export trade). 

To get back to the Brazilian Pa- 
Vilion, perhaps its untrammeled 
Politieal aura has much to do with 
that feeling of unhibited dining- 
©ut that has resulted in business be- 
NE good. While U. S. restaurateur 


are | 


to emphasize the penny- |! 


Showmanship Pays 


| Theodore Mele operates it, it's stil] 





|—he has the 


|under Brazilian governmental con- , 
|} e'rtls also double into the main bar- 


| trol, including most of the cater- 
| ing staff. As one waiter-captain ob- 
served, and undoubtedly that's the 
| answer to everything, ‘Everybody 
likes to be with a winner, but 
America is so strongly pro-Allies, 


and the Allies have been doing so 
badly, it’s reflected itself with every- 
thing. Not only at the Fair, but al] 
over the United States. But then, 
you Americans are such good losers, 
|} it doesn’t hurt too, too much. 
; remember the terrible market crash 
of 1929, when I was here last, and 
how well everybody held up under 
the shock.’ 


Hick Town Aspects 


manship aspects of the foreign zone 
lies not in any neo-politico feeling, 
however, but in the setup. By 10 
p.m., the sector is pulling in the 
sidewalks, all because they're shill- 


can Jubilee,’ costly spec, that will 
never get out, plus a couple of the 
other tired shows. 
Proser’s Zombie Click 
At the Zombie. the best 
grosser on the Fairgrounds—Craw- 
ford Hill and William Rhinelander 
Stewart are Proser’s socialite angels 
Valero Sisters (2) 


Detroit-Windsor Border Redtape 


cafe | 


at | 


the helm of a snappy male quintet | 


o* cOngarhumbaists. The Valero 
room, off the street, where 
Kirby's sepia quintet jam-sessions in 
a shell above the long bar, the fea- 
ture of which are zombies at $1.25 a 
copy. The back-room is for the class 
trade, usually the round-the-towners 


| known to the special catering staff 


| the Manhattanites. 


Proser has set up to take care 


The Valero Sis- 


| ters handle the vocals*and make with 


1} 
| proper 


The prime deficiency in the show- | 


ing to get the crowds into the mid- | 


way. 
Last year, Jerome Zerbe tried to 
transplant an El Morocco aura to 


the Brazilian Pavilion, when he was 
major domo there. which when 
the Brazilian government exported 
one of its best samba bands, Romeo 
‘de Silva, but it was an abortive try. 
For a couple of weeks. fortified by 
j}the glamour that went with Car- 
/men Miranda and kindred guesters, 
ithe late business was good, es- 
pecially Sunday nights. But with the 
/Court of Nations climaxing its ap- 
| peal with the 9:15 fountain-and- 
| fireworks display, 
_ Josef Littau’s dramatic music in the 
i shell below the lagoon, it meant a 
quick scram-out by 10. 

The de Silva band is still here, 
dandy native combination of seven. 
built around a rhythm section that 
features two oversize maracas-type 
instruments, a peach of a mandolinist 
and guitarist, and an excellent man 
at the traps. 

Gravce (nee Bernhardt) and Gra- 


is 


2 


ham, just back from engagements in 
Rio de Janeiro, have captured the 
native dances well. They empha- 


size the samba, tango and paso doble. 


“hey do four numbers, all to good 
returns. Incidentally, this is the 
team which figured that Bernhardt 
was too much of Germanic sugges- 
tion, hence the switch to Grayce. 
They're a standard American ball- 


room act, working here in tropical 
getup, she in native turbaned at- 
tire and he in neat informal whitea 
Showman-Restaurateurs 

If the talk about making the Fair- 
grounds, or a portion of it, a perma- 
nent proposition ever crystallizes 
into something concrete, show- 
man-restaurateurs, especially in the 
foreign zone, should get together on 


the 


the idea of staying open late, and 
adding divertissement The Bra- 
zilian is the only spot with any 
dance music in the foreign zone. 
The French Pavilion, although now 
that it’s perforce self-sustaining, In 
view of world events, maintains an 
abnormal price standard, totally in- 


commensurate with the poor service 


and the menu. You can do better at 


the Colony or 21, for what they 
knock you off, and the service is at 
least 100% better. 

On the midway Mike Todd 
emerges, of course, as the new per- 
sonality of this year’s Fair. Billy 
Rose still makes more money with 
his Aquacade, plus the Barbary 
Coast. but Todd has parlayed him- 
'self into an Important rep, even 


perhaps his ‘Streets of Paris’ at the 


Hall of Music isn’t doing so well. 
Same goes for his Gay New Orleans, 
which. however. may prove to be the 
exception to the rule ultimately, 
that no ‘village’ ever makes Impor- 
tant money His real money-makers 
for the amount invested, are his 
Gpry House, with a grind of old 
silents (Bill Hart, Chaplin, etc.), ana 
his ‘Dancing Campus.’ outdoor hoot 


ery, which is seemingly finding itsel 
finally 

Todd has dispensed with Eddie 
Sherman as a band booker and !s 
dickering with MCA and anybody 
else for the type of bands desired. 
Current session has Gene Krupa, 
whose bounce music is pulling the 
jitterbugs at 25c a head, and once 
inside there are all sorts of inex- 


pensive soft-drinks and sandwichery 
| parlors to unloose some extra dimes 
There’s also a gawkers’ terrace cafe 
| (50¢ for the k. watch- 
‘em-while-they-shag bunch. Johnny 
McGee is alternate band, but Todd 
credits Krupa for finally turning the 
tide. 

| The midway 
well, with exceptions 


a 


minimum ) 


. 


as 


is doing 
‘Ameri- 


# whole 
like 


accompanied by | 


the maracas and clavas; the band 
is made up of accordion, 


piano, drums, clavas and trumpet. 


Fair’s Record Week 


While the European war and bad 
weather may prevent the New York 
World’s Fair from equalling last 
years attendance, the 
turned the corner July 4th week 
with record attendance of the season, 
914,212 total paid admissions in seven 
days. Outlook now brighter for 
a continued upswing than in 1939 

Admittedly disappointing business 
the Fourth of July week Jjast year 
was the first inkling that the pul- 
motor would have to be exercised at 
the gate. Many cut-rate schemes 
| were tried thereafter. In contrast, 
,the smash figures last week were 
registered despite rain July 3. wet 
| weather early on July 4 and the 
‘bomb explosion in the foreign zone 
that killed two detectives. 
| Industrial exhibitors cite the huge 
‘pickup in out-of-town visitors as the 
single factor which has enabled the 
exposition to weather the war blues 
in New York and overcome the 
worst rainy season experienced by 
the east in years. 

‘The American Jubilee,’ although it 
has not showed the revenue hoped 
for, is credited with reviving the en- 
tire midway and thus satisfying 
other concessionaires on the span. 
One reason the show has not done 
better financially is that in setting 
up the operation only 6c was 
lowed on bargain book coupons. 

Gay New Orleans 
suffering from the same 
with fractionally more 
4'2c each bargain book 
Overhead for the operation is due 
for trimming, with conversations 
so far pointing to cutting away the 
rear part of village site and putting 
the small peep shows in separate 
layout likely to be known ‘The 
Levee.’ This could be done cut- 
ting another street through on the 
Gay White Way. It would make the 
stage revues in Gay New Orleans 
completely disfranchised from smal] 
shows presently in the rear 
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Billy Bryant’s Showboat 
Opera, With Variations 


Cincinnati, July 


Capt. Billy Brvant’s river show- 
boat which has some might lons 
Jumps to iis crealt nas never 
equalled the one it will make next 
Sunday (14) It'll be from ‘Jesse 
James’ to grand opera. Long an idea 
in back of the cranium of Capt 
Billy, the Ohio river entrepreneu 
has determined to substitute ‘Car- 
men’ for such old standby faves as 
‘10 Nights in a Barroom. ‘The 
Drunkard’ and ‘Bertha, the Sewing 


|! Machine Girl.’ 


if | 


The ‘Carmen’ of the showboat 
won't be entirely Bizet. however: 
It'll be plenty Bryant, for Capt. Billy 
admits this is to be an ‘adaptation,’ 
and the singing will be in English 
In addition, the Cap'ns dotter. Betty, 
will take the title role an ie vet 
showman himself will have fe 
tured part, to 

Among variations fr« ( ‘ 
‘Carmen’ will be the piece de re 
sistance, the bullfight The bul 
fight has always bee fought off 
stage,’ the floating producer declare 
In our show it will take place on 
stage in full view of the audience 
Another defection from the usual 
will be the piano on the stage, in 
easy reach of whoever needs it to 


accompany himself. 

Perhaps by coincidence, perhaps 
not—the Captain's not talking on the 
subject his ‘Carmen’ opens the 
same day as that of the Cincinnati 
Zoo Opera Co. Bruna Castagna, 
contralto of the Metropolitan Opera, 
who'll play the lead in the Zoo pres- 
entation, and other of tl 
cast have been invited t 
Billy to be his guests at his 
(15) performance. 

Bryant is considering ‘Pinafore’ as 
his next if ‘Carmen’ meets with ap- 
proval at the floating b.o. 


members 
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SUPER-LIGHTING FOR 
MICHIGAN FESTIVAL 


Detroit. July 9. 

One of the largest orders for stage 
lighting has been made to enhance 
the already brilliant, $3,000,000 illu- 
Cascades of the Sparks 
foundation in Jackson, Mich.. for the 
annual festival in August. The stage 
lighting, requiring 500,000 watts of 
electricity, will provide light for the 
10-huge stages built over the man- 
made waterfalis, and will have to 
vie with the ‘church-window’ colors 
of the cascades. Engineers studied 
the problem for a year to figure out 
a way to outmatch the colors of the 
falls. 

It has resulted in super-colossal 
revue order, since the engineers will 


ce 


a 


use a complete theatrical switch- 
| board, weighing more than a ton; 
46,000 watts of footlights, banks of 


spotlights, sidelights and several gar- 
gantuan sun-ares capable of throw- 
ing a beam of light 25 miles. 


HOLIDAY BOOSTS 


S. F. EXPO B, 0. 


San Francisco, July &. 
A slightly terrific July 4, which 
had Expo turnstiles spinning 131.176 
times, boosted grosses all over the 
lot. Holiday 
Billy Rose’s Aquacade, while cavern- 


mobs swarmed inio 


ous ‘Folies Bergere’ auditorium re- 
portedly drew four capacity houses. 

Figures for the week: Aquacade 
$54,700, $3,000 better than last week: 
‘Folies Bergere,’ $22,500, a 
hike over preceeding stanza: Cava!- 
cade, $16,200, nice jump also. Salici’s 
Puppets reportedly down slightly 
$3,260, despite holiday hypo. with 
Stage 9 also off again at $2.210 

Odd sidelight is that the Fair drew 
a bigger July 4 crowd than last vear 


similar 


at 


at no extra entertainment cost. In- 
dependence Day nut for special at- 
tractions in ’39 was $11,000. acts in- 
cluding Jack Benny and _ Benny 
Goodman. Attendance was 127,000. 
Bad luck stalked the Janslevs. 


aerialists, when 168-fooi tubular steel 
ladder collapsed mid-afternoon Sun- 


day (7). Team had just pulilec 
from Chicago to fill date as free act 
and ladder had just been erected 
Performers blamed collapse on twe 
fair visitors swinging on guy wire 


and placed loss at $2,200 
to keep N. Y. Fair date 
gust, however! 
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run 


y and Andy be- 
in 
seum at 
drew estimated 


MRS. TIDWELL SHOT 
BY CARNY EMPLOYE 


Detroit, July 9 

Shot by her show manager, Mr: 
Mary L. Tidwell. wife of Tomr 
Tidwell, and owner of the Tidwell 
hows, continues in a se} condi- 
tion Butterworth Hospital, Grand 
Rapid following the shootin Z 
resiaurant at Belding, Mict Held or 
an assault charge and facing a more 
serious one in the case of her deatt 

Ivan A. Edlin, 36. actor ane 
writer with the shov known it 
carnival circles as Joe Kelly 

The tent show had been playins 
Belding for a week during whic] 


time Mrs. Tidwell had telephoned t 
her estranged husband several times 
at Dallas, Texas. 

Edlin is accused of coming into Nie 
restaurant where she sat with her 
three-year-old adopted daughter and 
four members of the show. demand- 
ing to know if she was attempting a 
reconcilliation with her husband. 
Her failure to give any explanation 


resulted in Edlin’s shooting her in 
chest, arm and abdomen He alse 
was angry because he believed she 
had caused his arrest for drunken- 
ness in Belding last week. 

Members of her party overpow- 


ered Edlin and held him until depu- 


ties took him in tow 


&B $10,000 at B.0. 


Detroit. July ¢ 
Canadians 


Working both 
numbered among the best of circus 


ways, 


ans, and Ringling’ Bros.-Barnum 
circus, will both suffer on the en- 
nual visit of the tent here this 


weekend. The circus is not making 
its customary tour of the Dominion 
this year. One of the chief reasons, 
of course, is the internationa] com- 
plexion of the circus with its Italians, 
Germans and many other foreign- 
born who would land in the grease 
as soon as the circus crossed inte 
Canada. 

Detroit is the closest point where 
the circus comes to Canada ane it 
was expecting the customary big 
boost to its business from Windsor 
and the heavy clustering of towns 
just across the Detroit river. Usu- 
ally, thousands of Canadians flocked 
across the border for their annual 
visit to the big show when ii played 
Deiroit. It has helped make a sell- 
out here for years since the circus 
did not visit Windsor but considered 
its draw in Detroit sufficient. 

This year the new border migra- 
tion rules slapped down heavily on 
July 1. On top of this, Canadien 
money is being discounted 20-22%. 

In the week since the new regu- 
lations were passed, only a few hun- 
dred Canadians have been able to 
jget the necessary visas and pass- 
ports for ready crossing of the bor- 
der. Canadian consulates are comb- 
ing its citizenry carefully before is- 
suing the visas so that less than 100 
a day are being issued. 

Kids, usually a good excuse for 
traipsing off te the circus, prove e 
drawback this year instéad cf 2 
boon. Few adults bothered in the 
early rush with clearance papers for 
the small fry and yet there is con- 
siderable questioning of folks bring- 
ing over a troupe of 
‘Your children?’ ‘Where were they 
born?’ ‘Going back immediately” 
etc.. make it too tough gauntlet 
for the Canadians to run 


youngsters 


If they can't bring the kids over. 
even such heavy patrons of the cir- 


cus as the: Windsorites are going t 
stay home this year—where their 
money is worth full value anyhow. 
Estimates run as high as $10,000 on 
the circus’ loss during its four dea) 
here. 


Mpls. Civic Fete Offers 
Bargain Rate of $1 For 
Mukiple Show Lineup 


Minneapolis, July § 

Minneapolis’ Aquatennial civic 
celebration, scheduled for July 20-28, 
is being sold to the public as a bar- 
gain sale in entertainment Buttons 
are being sold for $1 each which ad- 
mit the wearers to approximate $5 
worth of shows, 

Seiup includes an air show at the 
municipal airport; ‘Over the Rain- 
bow’, stage revue, at the Auditorium: 
‘Agua Follies,’ at a local bathing 
beach; national outboard motor races 
at another lake; open table tennis 
Tournament at the Auditorium. » 


carnival and midway. However, the 


rodeo, featuring Gene Autry end giv- 
ing two performances daily during 
the celebration, is extra Incident- 
ally, Autry will receive $7.500 for 
himself and three other riders and 
four horses whom he'll bring along 
from Hollywood for the week 

ong the free events on the pro- 
gram are several parades, a page: 
of the lakes, a children’s pageant, as 
“Ac Trot’ street dance, a P: 
Bunyan canoe derby, a river cay 
regatta and nightly fireworks spec 
tacles The Aquatennial expects 1 
receive three-fourths of its expenses 
approximately $75,000, from the szele 
of the dollar buttons. 


Fearing adverse effects on theatre 
business, exhibitors here are trying 
to arrange the world premiere of 
some picture here to take place dur- 
ing the celebration, with as many 
Hollywood celebrities possible 
present. This, it’s felt, would tend 
to keep the general public ‘film 
conscious.’ 


as 


Herbie Kay orchestra returns t 
the Blackhawk cafe, Chicago, on 
July 27, replacing the Blue Barron 
band which will have had two- 
month engagement in the loop 
niterv. Set through Music Corp.. of 
America. 


a 
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Jo Milton U. Pichman: May | express my 
gratification and that of my organization for 


your splendid efforts during our association these 
past years, in which you have served as personal 
manager and representative. 


‘ My very best wishes for your future success. 


oe Jed Lewis 


Exclusive yng Management 
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